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Charge of High Crimes and 


Miſdemeanors, 


AGAINST 


WARREN HASTINGS, EsQ, 


METS — — 


No. I. 
EXTIRPATION OF THE ROHIELAS. 


I, 


HA the Court of Directots of the Eaſt India. 
| Company, from a juſt ſenſe of the danger and 
odium incident to the extenſion of their conqugſts in 
the Eaſt Indies, and from an experience of the diſ- 
orders and corrupt practices, which intrigues and ne- 
gociations to bring about revolutions among the coun« 
try powers had produced, did poſitively and repeated- 
ly direct their ſervants in Bengal not to engage in any 
offenfive war whatſoever :—That the ſaid Court laid it 
down as an invariable maxim, which ought ever to be 
maintained, that they were to avoid taking part in the po- 
litical ſchemes of any of the country princes ; and did, in 
particular, order and direct, that they ſhould not en- 
gage with a certain Prince called Sujah ul Dowla, Na- 
bob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, in any ope- 
rations, beyond certain limits in the ſaid orders ſpeci- 
ally deſcribed, | 
B That 
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That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, then Governor ' 


of Fort William in Bengal, did, with other Members 
of the Council, declare his clear underſtanding of the 
true intent and meaning of the ſaid poſitive and re- 
peated orders and injunctions ; did expreſs to the 
Court of Directors his approbation of the policy there- 
of ; did declare, that he adopted the ſame with ſinceri- 
ty and ſatisſaction, and that he was too well aware of the 
ruinous tendenty of all ſchemes of conqueſl, ever to adopt 
them, or ever to depart from the abſolute line of ſelf- d- 
fence, unleſs impelled to it by the moſt obvious neceſſity ;— 
did ſignify to the Nabob of Oude the ſaid orders, and 
his obligat on to yield punctual obedience thereto ; 
and did ſolemnly engage and promiſe to the Court of 
Directors, with the unanimous concurrence of the whole 
Council, © That no object or conſideration ſhould 


c either tempt or compel him to paſs the political line, 


c which they (the Directors) had laid down for his 
cc operations with the Vizier ;” aſſuring the Court of 
Directors, that he“ ſcarce ſaw a poſſible advantage, 
« which could compenſate the hazard and expence to 
c be incurred by a contrary conduct: — That he 
did frequently repeat the ſame declarations, or decla- 
rations to the ſame effect, particularly in a letter to the 
Nabob himſelf of the 22d of November 1773, in the 
following words : ** The commands of my ſuperiors 
« are, as I have repeatedly informed you, peremptory, 
« that I ſhall not ſuffer their arms to be carried beyond 
the line of their own boundaries, and thoſe of your 
« Excellency their ally.“ 


- 


| HI. 

That the ſaid Warren, Haſtings, in direct contra- 
diction to the faid orders, and to his own ſenſe of their 
propriety and coercive authority, and in breach of his 
expreſs. promiſes and engagements, did, in September 
1773, enter into a private engagement with the ſaid 
Nabob of Oude, wi.o was the ſpecial object of the 
prohibition, to furniſh him, for a ſtipulated ſum of 
monev, to be paid to the Eaſt India Company, with 
a body of troops, for the declared purpoſe of 
* thoroughly extirpating the nation of the Rohillas ;” 

—a na- 


. 
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An TI I 
—a nation, from whom the Company had never receiv- 
ed, or pretended to receive or apprehend, any mjury 


whatſoever; whoſe country, in the month of February 


1773, by an unanimous Reſolution of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and his Council, was included in the line of 
defence againſt the Marattas, and from whom the Na- 
hob never complained of an aggreſſion or act of hol- 
tility, not pretended a diſtinct cauſe of quarrel, other 
than the non-payment of a ſum of money in diſpute 
between him and that people. 


W IV. 

That ſuppoſing the ſum of money in queſtion to 
have been ſtrictly due to the ſaid Nabob, by virtue of 
any engagement between him and the Rohilla Chfefs, 
the Ealt India Company, or their repreſentatives, were 
not parties to that engagement, or guarantees thereof, 
nor bound by any obligation whatever to enforce the 


execution of it. 


V, 

That, previous to the ſaid Warren Haſtings's en- 
tering into the agreement or bargain aforelaid, to ex- 
tirpate the ſaid nation, he did not make, or cauſe to be 
made, a due enquiry into the validity of the ſole pre- 
text uſed by the ſaid Nabob; nor did he give notice of 
the ſaid claims of debt to the nation of the Rohillas, 
in order to receive an explanation on their part of the 
matter in litigation, nor did he offer any mediation, 
nor propoſe, nor afford an opportunity of propoſing, 
an agreement or ſubmiſſion, by which the calamities of 
war might be avoided, as, by the high ſtate in which 
the Eaſt India Company ſtood as a Sovereign Power in 
the Eaſt, and the honour and character it ought to 
maintain, as well as by the principles of equity and 
humanity, and by the true and obvious policy of 
uniting the power of the Mahometan Princes againſt 
the Mahrattas, he was bound to do: That, inſtead of 


ſuch previous enquiry, or tender of good offices, the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſtimulate the ambition and 
ferocity of the Nabob of Oude to the full completion 
of the inhuman end of the ſaid unjuſtifiable enter- 
prize, by informing —_y te that it would be —_ 
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& ly neceflary to perſevere in it until it ſhould: be ac- 
© compliſhed ; pretending, that a fear of the Com- 
pany's diſplealure was his moriye for annexing the ac- 
compliſhment of the enterprize as a condition of his 
aſſiſtance, and aſſerting, “ that he could not hazard or 
« anſwer, for the diſpleaſure of the Company, his maſ- 
ce ters, if they ſhould find themſelves involved in a 
ce fruitleſs war, or in an expence for proſecuting it;“ 
a pretence tending to the high diſhonour of the Eaſt 
India Company, as if the gain to be acquired was to 
reconcile that body to the breach of their own orders, 
probioiting all ſuch enterprizes. And in order fur- 
ther co involve the ſaid Nabob beyond the power of 
retreating, he did, in the courſe of the proceeding, 

urpoſcly put the ſaid Nabob under difficulties in caſe 
he ſhould decline that war; and did oblige him to ac- 
cept even the permiſſion to relinquiſh the execution of 
this unjuſt project as a favour, and to make conceſſions 
Frit; thereby acting as if the Company were prin» 
cipals in the hoſtility ; and employing fer this purpcſe 
much double dealing, and divers unworthy artifices, 
to entangle and perplex the ſaid Nabob, but by means 
of which he found himſelf (as he has entered it on re- 
cord) “ hampered, and embarraſſed in a particular manner.” 


VI. 

That the ſaid compact for offenſive alliance in favour 
of a great Prince, againſt a conſiderable nation, was 
not carried on by projects and counter. projects in writ- 
ing; nor were the articles and conditions thereof form- 
ed into any regular written inſtrument, ſigned and 
ſealed by the parties; but the whole (both the negocia- 
tion and the compact of offenſive alliance againit the 
Rohillas) were a mere verbal engagement, the purport 
an.) conventions whereot no whete appeared, except in 
ſubſ:quent cor:eſpondence, in which certain of the 
Articles, as they were ſtated by the ſeveral parties, did 
materially differ; a proceeding new and.unprece- 
dented, and directly leading to mutual miſconſtrue- 
tion, evaſion, and ill faith, and tending to encourage 
and protect every ſpecies of corrupt, clandeſtine prac- 

tice z— 
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tice :—That, at the time when this private verbal a- 
greement was made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings with 
the Nabob of Oude, a public oftenfible treaty was 
concluded by him with the ſaid Nabob, in wh. ch there 
is no mention whatever of ſuch agreement, or reterence 


Whatever to it; in defence of which omiſſion, it is aſ- 


ſerted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the mu.tiplica= 
tion of treaties «weakens their efficacy, and ſhereſore they 
ſhould te reſerved only for very important and permanent 
obligations; notwithitanding he had previouſly declared 
to the ſaid Nab»b, © that the points, which he had 
« propoſed, required much conſideration, and the pre- 
&* yious ratification of a formal agreement before he 
“ could conſent to them.” That the whole of the 
ſaid verbal agreement with the Nabob of Oude in his 
own perion, without any affiſtance on his part, was 
carried on and concluded by the ſaid Warren Hattings 
alone, without any perſ-n who might witneſs the ſame; 


without the intervention even of an interpreter, though 


he confeſſes that he ſpoke the Hindoſtan language in- 
perfefly, and alth..ugh he had with him at that time 
and place, ſeveral perſons high in the Company's ler 

vice and confidence ; namely, the Commandcr in Chie 
of their Forces, two members of their Council, and the 
Secretary to the Council, who were not otherwiſe ac- 
quainted with the proceedings between him and the 
laid Nabob, than by ſuch communications as he 
thought fit to make to them, 


VII. 

That the object avowed by the ſuid Warren Haſtings, 
and the motives urged by him, fur employing the 
Britiſn arms in the utter extirpation of the Rohil:a 
nati n, are ſtared by himſelf in the following terms: 
* The acquiũtion of forty lacks of ruptes to the Com- 
«& pany, and of ſo much ſpecie added to the exhauſted 
& currency of our Provinces ;—that it would give 
& wealth to the Nabob of Oude, of which we ſhould 
e participate z that the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhould 
* always be ready to profeſs that he did reckon the 
t probable acquiſition of wealth among his reaſons 
i tor taking up arms againſt his neighbours ;—tiar it 

| * would 
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would eaſe the Company of a conſiderable part of 
ce their military expence, and preſerve their troops from 
inaction and relaxation of diſcipline ; that the weak y 
&« ſtate of the Rohillas promiſed an eaſy conqueſt of 
ct them; and, finally, that ſuch was his idea of the 
« Company's diſtreſs at home, added to his know- 
« ledge of their wants abroad, that he ſhould have 
been glad of any occaſion to employ their forces, 
* which ſaved ſo much of their pay and expences.“ 


VIII. 

That, in the private verbal agreement aforeſaid, for 
offenſive war, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranigreſs 
the bounds of the authority given him by his inſtruc- 
tions from the Council of Fort William, which had 
limited his powers to ſuch compacts © as were conſiſtent 
« with the ſpirit of the Company's orders;” which 
Council he afterwards perſuaded, and with difficulty 
drew into an acquieſcence in what he had done, 


IX. 
That the agreement, to the effect aforeſaid, was 
ſettled in the ſaid ſecret conferences, before the 1oth 
of September 1773; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


concealing from the Court of Directors a maiter of 
which it was his duty to afford them the eariicft and 
fulleſt information, did, on the ſaid 1oth of Septem- 
ber 1773, write to the Directors, and diſpatched his 
letter over land, giving them an account of the public 
| treaty, but taking not the leaſt notice of his agreement 
| for a mercenary war againlt the nation of the Rohillas, 


X. 

That, in order to conceal the true purport of the 

ſaid clandeſtine agreement the more effeCtually, and 

until he ſhould find means of gaining over the reſt of 

the Council to a concurrence in his diſobedience of 

| orders, he entered a minute in the Council Books, 
= giving a falſe account of the tranſaction; in which 

5 minute he repreſented, that the Nabob had indeed 
| propoſed the deſign aforeſaid, and that he (the ſaid F 
Warren Haſtings) was pleaſed that he urged the ſcheme þ 
EF | 


of 
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of this expedition no further; when, in reality and truth, 
he had abſolutely conſented to the ſaid enterprize, and 
had engaged to aſſiſt him in it (which he afterwards 
admitted) and confeſſed that he did act in conſequence 
of the ſame. 


XI. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Council 
were ſenſible of the true nature of the enterprize in 
which they had engaged the Company's arms, and of 
the heavy reſponſibility to which it would ſubject 
himſelf and the Council, “ the perſonal hazard they, 
the Council, run, in undertaking ſo uncommon a 
* meaſure, without poſitive inſtructions, at the r own 
e riſk, with the eyes of the whole nation on the affairs 


“ of the Company, and the paſſions and prejudices of 


c almoſt every man in England inflamed againſt the 
conduct of the Company, and the character of its 
« ſervants ,”—yert they engaged in the very practice, 
which had brought ſuch odium on the Company, and 
on the character of its ſervants, though they further 
ſay, that they had continually before ther eyes, the 
dread of forfeiting the favour of their employers, and be- 
coming the “e objects of popular invectives.” The faid 
Warren Haſtings himſelt ſays, at the very time when 
he propoſed the meaſure, I muſt confifs I enter= | 
„ tain ſome doubts as to its expediency at this time, 
& from the circumſtances of the Company at home, 
« expoſed to popular clamour, and all its meaſures 
« liable to be canvaſſed in Parliament; their charter 
« drawing to a cloſe, and h:s Majeſty's Miniſters 


© unqueſtionably ready to take advantage of every 


“ unfavourable circumſtance in the negotiations of 
« its renewal.” All theſe confiderations did not pre- 
vent the ſaid Warren Haſtings from making and 
carrying into execution the ſaid mercenary agreement 
for a ſum of money, the payment of which the Na- 
bob endeavoured to evade on a conſtruftion of the 
verbal treaty; and was ſo far fiom being infiſted on, 


as it ought to have been, by the ſaid Warren Hal- 
tings, that when, after the completion of the ſervice, 


the Commander in Chief was directed to make a de- 
; mand 
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mand of the money, the agent of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings at the ſame time aſſured the Nabob, “ that 
* the demand was nothing more than matter of form, 
* common, and even neceſſary in all public tranfac- 
e tions; and that, although the Board conſidered the 
de claim of the government erally due, it was not 
* the intention of adminiſtretion to preſcribe to his 
e Exccllency the mode, or even limits of payment,” Nor 
was any part of the money recovered until the eſta- 
bl:ſhment of the Governor General and Council by Act 
of Parliament, and their derermination to withdraw 
the brigade from the Nabob's ſervice; the Reſident at 
his Court, appointed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
having written that he had experienced much duplicity and 
deceit in moſt of his tranſactions with his Excellency; and 
the ſaid Nabob and his ſucceſſors falling back in other 
Payments in the ſame or greater proportion, as he ad- 
yanced in the payment of this debt: the Fonſideration 
of lucre to the Company, the declared mgt:ve to this 
ſhameful tranſaction, totally failed, and no money in 
effect and ſubſtance (as far as by any account to bg 
depended on appears) has been obtained. 


XII, 


That the ſaid Nabob of Oude did, in conſe- 
quence of the ſaid agreement, and with the aſſiſtance 
of Britiſh trœops, which were ordered to march, and 
ſubjected to his diſpoſal by the ſaid Warren 1 
and the Council, unjuſtly enter into and invade the 
country of the Rohillas, and did there make war in a 
barbarous and inhuman manner, “ by an abuſe of 
victory;“ © by the unneceſſary deſtruction of the 
* couniry;” © by a wanton diſplay of violence and 
* oppreſſion, of inhumanity and cruelty;” and“ by the 
* ſudden expulſion and caſting down of an whole race 
of people, to whom the ſlighteſt benevolence was 
denied.“ When prayer was made not to diſhonour 
the Begum (a Princeſs of great rank, whoſe huſband 
had been killed in battle) and cther women, by“ drag- 
„ging them about the country, to be loaded with the ſcoffs 
*« of the Nubob's rabble, and otherwiſe ſtill worſe uſed,” 
the Nabob refuſed to liſten to the intreaties of a Britiſh 

Commander 
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Commander in Chief in their favour; and the ſaid 
women of high rank were expoſed not only to the 
vileſt perſonal indignities, but even to abſolute want; 
and theſe tranſactions being by Colonel CHampion 
communicated to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of 
commendations for his intelligence, and orders to re- 
dreſs the ſaid evils, and to prevent the like in future, 
by means which were 4 and which appear to 
have been proper and feafible, he received a repri- 
mand from the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who declared 
that we had no authority to controul the conduct of 
the Vizier in the treatment of his ſubjects: And that 
Colonel Champion deſiſted from making further repre- 
ſentations on this ſubject to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
being apprehenſive of having already run ſome riſque 
of diſpleaſing, by perhaps a too free communication 
of ſentiments. —That in conſequence of the ſaid pro- 
ceedings, not only the eminent families of the Chiefs 
of the Rohilla nation were either cut off or baniſhed, 
and their wives and offspring reduced to utter ruin, 
but the country itſelf, heretofore diſtinguiſhed above 
all others for the extent of its cultivation, “as a Gar- 
* den, not having one ſpot in it of uncultivated ground,” 
and from being in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate that a country 
* could be,” was, by the inhuman mode of carrying on 
the war, and the ill government during the conſequent 
uſurpation, reduced to a ſtate of great decay and de- 
population, in which it ſtill remains, 


XIII. 


That the Eaſt India Company, having had reaſon 
to conceive that, for the purpoſe of concealing cor- 
rupt tranſactions, their ſervants in India had made 
unfair, mutilated, and garbled communications of cor- 
reſpondence, and ſometimes had wholly withheld the 
ſame, made an order in their letter of the 23d of March 
1770, in the following tenor: - The Governor ſingly 
„ ſhall correſpond with the country powers; but all 
letters, before they ſhall be by him ſent, muſt be 
« communicated to the other Members of the Select 
“Committee, and receive their approbation ; and alſo 
ce all letters whatſoever which may be received by the 

C Governor 
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, Governor, in anſwer to or in courſe of correſpon- 
& dence, ſhall likewiſe be laid before the ſaid Select 
&© Committee, for their information and confidera- 
« tion. — And that in their inſtructions to their Go- 
vernor General and Council, dated goth March 1774, 
they did repeat their orders to the ſame purpoſe and effect. 


XIV. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings dic! not obey, as in 
duty he was bound to do, the ſaid ſtanding orders; 
nor did communicate all his correſpondence with Mr, 
Middleton, the Company's Agent at the Court of the 
Soubah of Oude, or with Colonel Champion, the 
Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in the 
Rohilla war, to the Select Committee: And when 
afterwards, that is to ſay, on the 25th of October 1774, 
he was required by the majority of the Council ap- 
pointed by the Act of Parliament of 1773, whoſe 
opinion was by the ſaid Act directed to be taken as 
the Act of the whole Council, to produce all his cor- 
reſpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colonel Cham- 

ion, for the direction of their future proceedings, re- 

tive to the obſcure, intricate, and critical tranſac- 
tion aforeſaid, he did poſitively and pertinaciouſly re- 
fuſe to deliver any other than ſuch parts of the ſaid 
correſpondence as he thought convenient; covering 
his ſaid illegal refuſel under general vague pretences 
of ſecrecy, and danger from the communication; al- 
though the ſaid order and inſtruction of the Court of 
Directors above-mentioned was urged to him, and al- 
though it was repreſented to him by the ſaid Council. 
that they, as well as he, were bound by an oath of 
ſecrecy : Which refuſal to obey the orders of the 
Court of Directors (orders ſpecially and on weighty 
grounds of experience pointed to caſes of this very 


nature) gaye riſe to much jealouſy, and excited great 
ſuſpicions relative to the motiyes and grounds oa 
| which the Rohilla war had been undertaken. 


XV. 
That the ſ:jd Warren Haſtings, in the grounds al- 
ledged in his juſtification, of his refuſal to communicate 
| 1 to 
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to his colleagues in the ſuperior Council, his correſ” 


pondence with Mr. Middleton, the Company's Reſident 


at Oude, was guilty of a new offence; arrogating to 
himſelf unprecedented and dangerous powers, on prin- 
ciples utterly ſubverſive of all order and diſcipline in 
ſervice, and introductory to corrupt confederacies and 
diſobedience among the Company's ſervants ; the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings inſiſting, that Mr. Middleton, the 
Company's covenanted ſervant, the public Reſident 
for tranſacting the Company's affairs at the Court of 
the Soubah of Oude, and as ſuch receiving from the 
Company a ſalary for his ſervice, was no other than 
the official agent of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
that, being ſuch, he was not obliged to communicate 
his correſpondence, 


XVI. 


That the Court of Directors, and afterwards a Ge- 
neral-Court of the Proprietors of the Eaſt India Com- 


pany, although the latter ſhewed favourable diſpoſiti- 


ons towards the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and expreſſed 
(but without aſſigning any ground or reaſon) the high- 
eſt opinion of his ſervices and integrity, did unanimouſ- 
ly condemn (along with his conduct relative ro the 
Rohilla treaty and war,) his refuſal ro communicate his 
whole correſpondence with Mr. Middleton to the Su- 
perior Council; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in defi- 
ance of the opinion of the Directors, and the unani- 
mous opinion of the General Court of the ſaid Eaſt 
India Company, as well as the precedent poſitive orders 
of the Court of Directors, and the injunctions of an 
Act of Parliament, has, from that time to the preſent, 
never made any communication of the whole of his 
cotreſpondence to the Governor General and Council, 


or to the Court of Directors. 
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INSPECTION OF TREATIES WITH THE 
GREAT MOGUL. 


. . 


HAT, in a folemn Treaty of Peace, concluded 
| the 16th of Auguſt 1765, between the Eaſt India 
Company and the late Nabob of Oude, Shuja ul Dowla, 
and highly app-oved of, confirmed, and ratified by the 
ſaid Company, it is agreed, That the King Shaw 
c Allum ſhall remain in full poſſeſſion of Cora, and 
cc ſuch part of the Province of Illiabad as he now 4 
« ſeſſes, which are ceded to his Majeſty as a royal De- 
c meſne, for the ſupport of his dignity and expences.” 


i. : 


That, in a ſeparate agreement, concluded at the 
ſame time, between the King Shaw Allum, and the 
then Subadar of Bengal, under the immediate ſecurity 


and guaranty of the Engliſh Company, the faith of 


the Company was pledged to the ſaid King for the an- 
nual payment of twenty-ſix lacks of rupees, for his 


ſupport, out of the revenues of Bengal; and the ſaid 


Company did then receive from the ſaid King a grant 


of the Dewanny of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriſſa, on the expreſs condition of their being 
- ſecurity for the annual payment abovementioned ; 
That the Eaſt India Company have held, and con- 


tinue to hold the Dewanny ſo granted, and, for ſome 


years, have 9 pe with the conditions, on which 
they accepted o 


the grant thereof; and have at all 
times acknowledged that they held the Dewanny in 
virtue of the MoguPs grant. 


III. 


That the ſaid Court of Directors, in their letter of 
the zoth June 1769, to Bengal, declared, “that they 
eſteemed themſelves bound by treaty to protect the 

| « King's 


| who had hitherto reſided at Allahab 
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0 King's perſon, and ſecure him the poſſeſſion of the 
c Corah and Illahabad diſtricts;“ and, ſuppoſing an 
agreement ſhould be made, reſpecting theſe provinces, 
between the King and Shuja ul Dowla, the Directors 
then ſaid, ** that they ſhould be ſubject to no farther 
« claim or requiſition from the King, excepting from 
te the ſtipulated tribute for Bengal, which they (the 
© Governor and Council) were to pay to his agent, or 
tc remit to him in ſuch manner as he might direct.” 


IV. 


That in the year 1972, the King Shaw Allum, 
as truſting to en- 
gagements which he had entered into with the Marattas, 
2 that place and removed to Delhi; but, having 
oon quarrelled with thoſe people, and afterwards being 
taken priſoner, had been treated by them with very 
reat diſrepe& and cruelty: That, among other in- 
— of their abuſe of their immediate power over 


him, the Governor and Council of Bengal, in their 
letter of the 16th of Auguſt 1773, inform the Court 


of Directors, that he had been compelled, while a priſo- 
ner in their hands, to grant Sunnuds for the ſurrender of 
Corah and 1lliabad to them; and it appears from ſundry 


other minutes of their own, that the ſaid Governor 


and Council did at all times conſider the ſurrender 
abovementioned as extorted from the King, and ungueſ- 
tionably an aft of violence, which could not alienate, or 
impair his right to thoſe provinces; and that, when 
they (the Council) took poſſeſſion thereof, it was at 
the requeſt of the King's Naib, or Viceroy, who put 
them under the Council's protection; that, on this foot- 
ing they were accepted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
and his Council, and for ſome time conſidered by them 
as a depoſit committed to their caze by a Prince, to 
whom the poſſeſſion thereof was particularly guarantied 
by the Eaſt India Company.—In their letter of the 1ſt 
of March 1773, they, (the ſaid Warren Haſtings and 
his Council) ſay, “ In no ſhape can this compulſatory 
« ceſſion by the King releaſe us from the obligation we 


are under to defend the provinces, which we have 


« o 


„ 
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&« ſo particularly guarantied to him.“ But it appears 


that they ſoon adopted other ideas, and aſſumed other 


principles concerning this object. In the inltruftions, 


dated the 23d of June 1773, which the Council of 
Fort William, gave to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, pre- 


vious to his interview with the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla 
at Benares, they ſay, that, while the King continu- 
« ej at Delhi, whither he. proceeded in oppoſition to 
© their moſt {lrenuous remonſtrances, they ſhould cer- 
* tainly conſider the engagements between him and 
ic the Company as diſſolved, by his alienation from 
* them and their intereſt ;—that the poſſeſſion of ſo 
* remote a country could never be expected to yield 
« any profit to the Company, and the defence of it 
% muſt require a perpetual aid of their forces ;” yet 
in the ſame inſtructions, they declare their opinion, 
that, „if the King ſhould make overtures to renew his 
former connection, Bis right to reclaim the diſtricts of 
« Corab and Iliibabad could not with propriety be diſpu- 
fed; and they authorize the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
reſtore them to him, on condition that he ſhould renounce 
bis claim to the annual tribute of taenty-fix lack of 
rupees, hereinbefore mentioned, and to the arrears 
Thich might be due; — thereby acknowledging the 


Juſtice ot a claim, which they determined not to 


comply with, but in return for the ſurrender of 
another equally valid :—That, nevertheleſs, in the 
treaty concluded by the ſaid Warren Haſtings with 
Shuja ul Dowla, on the 7th of September 1773, it is 
aſſerted, that his Majeſty (meaning the King Shaw Al- 
lum) having“ abandoned the diſtricts of Corah and 
% Illihabad, and given a Sunnud for Corah and Cur- 
* rah to the Mahrattas, had thereby forfeited his right 
cc to the ſaid diſtricts;“ although it was well known to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and had been fo ſtared by 


him to the Court of Directors, that this ſurrender, on 


the part of the King, had been extorted from him by 
violence, while he was a priſoner in the hands of 
the Mahcattas;z and although it was equally well known 
to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that there was nothing 
in the original treaty of 1765, which could reſtrain the 


King from changing the place of his Reſidence, conſe- 


quent.y 
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quently that his removal to Delhi could not occaſion 
a forfeiture of his right to the provinces ſecured to 
him by that treaty, 


V. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the Report which 
he made of his interview and negoc:ations with Sujah 
ul Dowla, dated the gth of October 1773, declared 
« that the adminiſtration would have been culpable 
«© in the higheſt degree, in retaining poſſeſſion of Co- 
«« rah and Illiabad for any ether purpoſe than that of mak- 
« ing an advantage by the diſpoſal of them,” and there- 
fore he had ceded them to the Vizier for fifty lack of 
rupees; a meaſure for which he had no authority 
whatever from the King Shaw Allum, and in the exe- 
cution of which no reſerve whatever was made in fa- 
your of the rights of that Prince, nor any care taken 


* 


of his intereſt: 


VI. 


That the ſale of theſe provinces to Sujah Dowla 
involyed the Eaſt India Company in a triple breach of 
juſtice, Gnce, by the ſame act, they violated a treaty, 
they ſold the property of another, and they alienated a 
depoſit committed to their friendſhip and good faith, 
and as ſuch accepted by them That a meaſure of 
this nature is not to be defended on motives of policy 
and convenience, ſuppoſing ſuch motives to have ex- 
iſted, without a total loſs of public honour, and ſhaking 
all ſecurity in the faith of treaties; but that, in 
reality, the pretences urged by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, for ſelling the King's country to Sujah Dowla, 
were falſe and invalid It could not ſtrengthen our 
alliance with Sujah ul Dowla; ſince, paying a price 
for a purchaſe, he received no favour, and” incurred 
no obligation. It did nor free the Company from all 
the dangers —_— either a remote property or 2 
remote connexion; ſince, the moment the country in 
queſtion became part of Suja Dowla's dominions, it 
was included in the Company's former guaranty of 
thoſe dominions; and in caſe of invaſion, the Company 
were obliged to ſend part of their army to defend it, 

ac 
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at the requiſition of the ſaid Sujah Dowla : And if the 
remote fituation of thoſe provinces made the defence 
of them difficult and dangerous, much more was it a 
difficult and dangerous enterprize to engage the Com- 
pany's force in an attack and invaſion of the Rohillas, 
whoſe country lay at a much greater diſtance from the 
Company's frontier : Which, nevertheleſs, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings agreed to, and undertook at the very 
time when, under pretence of the difficulty of —— 
Cora and Illiabad, he fold thoſe provinces to Suja 
Dowla, It did not relieve the Company from the 
expence of defending the country, fince the revenues 
thereof far exceeded the ſubſidy to be paid by Sujah 
Dowla, and theſe revenues juſtly belonged to the 
Company as long as the country continued under their 
protection, and would have anſwered the expence of 
defending it.—Finally, that the ſum of fifty lack of 
rupees, ſtipulated with the ſaid Sujah Dowla, was ina- 
dequate to the value of the country, the annual reve- 
nues of which were ſtated at twenty-five lack of rupees, 
which General Sir Robert Barker, then Commander in 
Chief of the Company's forces, affirms, was certain, 
and too generally known to admit of a doubt. 


% 


VII, 


That the King Shaw Allum received, for ſome years, 
the annual tribute of twenty-ſix lack of rupees above- 
mentioned, and was entitled to continue to receive it, 
by virtue of an engagement deliberately, and for an 
adequate conſideration, entered into with him by the 
Company's ſervants, and approved of and ratified by 
the Company themſelves;—this engagement was ab- 
ſoiute and unconditional, and did neither expreſs, 
nor ſuppoſe, any caſe, in which the ſaid King ſhould 
forfeit, or the Company ſhould have a right to reſume, 
the tribute; nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
and his Council, immediately after ſclling the King's 
country to Suja Dowla, reſoved to withhold, and 
actually withheld, the payment of the ſaid tribute, 
of which the King Shaw Allum has never ſince received 
any part ;—that this reſolution of the Council is not 

juſtified, 


2 © ON ee Het 


* 


m- O O » key 


* ey 


5 


ARTICLE I. 21 


juſtified, even by themſelves, on principles of right 
and juſtice, but by arguments of policy and conveni- 
ence, by which the beſt-founded claims of right and 
juſtice may at all times be ſer aſide and defcated. They 
66 Judged it highly impolitic and unſafe to anſwer the 
« drafts of the King until they were ſatisfied of his 
© amicable intentions, and thoſe of his new allies.” 
But neither had they any reaſon to queſtion the — * 
amicable intentions, nor was he pledged to anſwer for 
thoſe of the Mahrattas; his truſting to the good faith of 
that people, and relying on their aſſiſtance, to reinſtate 
him in the poſſeſſion of his capital, might have been 
imprudent and impolitic; but theſe mcafures, how- 
ever ruinous to himſelf, indicated no enmity to the 
Engliſh, nor were they productive of any effects injuri- 
ous to the Engliſh intereſts. And it is plain, that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Counc.l were perfectly 
aware that their moaves or pretences for withholding 
the tribute were too weak to juſtify their conduct, 
having principally inſiſted on the reduced ſtate of their 
treaſury, which, as they ſaid, rendered it impracticable to 
comply with thoſe payments. The right of a creditor 
does not depend on the circumſtances of the debtor ; 
on the contrary, the plea of inability includes a virtual 
acknowledgement of the debt, der, if the creditor's 
right were denied, the plea would be ſuperfluous. 


VIII. 


That the Eaſt India Company, having on their part 
violated the engagements, and renounced the conditi- 
ons, on which they received, and have hitherto held 
and enjoyed, the Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa, from the King Shaw Allum, have thereby for- 
feited all right and title to the ſaid Dewanny, ariſing 
from the ſaid grant, and that it is free and open to the 
ſaid King to reſume ſuch grant; and to transfer it to 


any other Prince or ſtate: —ThaP, notwithſtanding any 
di 


reſs or weakneſs, to which he may be actually 
reduced, his lawful authority, as ſovereign of the 
Mogul Empire, is till acknowledged in India, and 
that his grant of the Dewanny would ſufficiently au- 
8 D thorize, 


20 ARTICLE II. 


at the requiſition of the ſaid Sujah Dowla : And if the 
remote fituation of thoſe provinces made the defence 
of them difficult and dangerous, much more was it a 
difficult and dangerous enterprize to engage the Com- 
pany's force in an attack and invaſion of the Rohillas, 
whoſe country lay at a much greater diſtance from the 
Company's frontier: Which, nevertheleſs, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings agreed to, and undertook at the very 
time when, under pretence of the difficulty of Wee 
Cora and Illiabad, he fold thoſe provinces to Suja 
Dowla, Ir did not relieve the Company from the 
expence of defending the country, fince the revenues 
thereof far exceeded the ſubſidy to be paid by Sujah 
Dowla, and theſe revenues juſtly belonged to the 
Company as long as the country continued under their 
protection, and would have anſwered the expence of 
defending it.—Finally, that the ſum of fifty lack of 
rupees, ſtipulated with the ſaid Sujah Dowla, was ina- 
dequate to the value of the country, the annual reve- 
nues of which were ſtated at twenty-five lack of rupees, 
which General Sir Robert Barker, then Commander in 
Chicf of the Company's forces, affirms, was certain, 
and too generally known to admit of a doubt, 


VII, 


That the King Shaw Allum received, for ſome years, 
the annual tribute of twenty-lix lack of rupees above- 
mentioned, and was entitled to continue to receive it, 


by virtue of an engagement deliberately, and for an 


adequate conſideration, entered into with him by the 
Company's ſervants, and approved of and ratified by 
the Company themſelves;—this engagement was ab- 
ſoiute and unconditional, and did neither expreſs, 
nor ſuppoſe, any caſe, in which the ſaid King ſhould 
forfeit, or the Company ſhould have a right to reſume, 
the tribute; nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
and his Council, immediately after ſclling the King's 
country to Suja Dowla, reſoved to withhold, and 
actually withheld, the payment of the ſaid tribute, 


of which the King Shaw Allum has never ſince received 


any part ;—that this reſolution of the Council is not 
juſtified, 
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| Juftified, eren by themſelves, on principles of right 


and juſt ice, but by arguments of policy and conveni- 
ence, by which the beſt - founded claims of right and 
juſtice may at all times be ſer aſide and defcated. They 
« judged it highly impolitic and unſafe to anſwer the 
e drafts of the King until they were ſatisfied of his 
&© amicable intentions, and thoſe of his new allies.” 
But neither had they any reaſon to queſtion the King's 
amicable intentions, nor was he pledged to anſwer for 
thoſe of the Mahrattas ; his truſting to the good faith of 
that people, and relying on their aſſiſtance, to reinſtate 
him 1n the poſſeſſion of his capital, might have been 
imprudent and impolitic; but theſe mcafures, how- 
ever ruinous to himſelf, indicated no enmity to the 
Engliſh, nor were they productive of any effects injuri- 
ous to the Engliſh intereſts. And it is plain, that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Counc.l were perfectly 
aware that their moaves or pretences for withholding 
the tribute were too weak to juſtify their conduct, 
having principally inſiſted on the reduced ſtate of their 
treaſury, which, as they ſaid, rendered: impracticable to 
comply with thoſe payments. The right of a creditor 
does not depend on the circumſtances of the debtor ; 
on the contrary, the plea of inability includes a virtual 
acknowledgement of the debt, der, if the creditor's 
right were denied, the plea would be ſuperfluous. 


VIII. 


That the Eaſt India Company, having on their part 
violated the engagements, and renounced the conditi- 
ons, on which they received, and have hitherto held 
and enjoyed, the Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa, from the King Shaw Allum, have thereby for- 
feited all right and title to the ſaid Dewanny, ariſing 
from the ſaid grant, and that it is free and open to the 
ſaid King to reſume ſuch grant; and to transfer it to 
any other Prince or ſtate: That, notwithſtanding any 
diſtreſs or weakneſs, to which he may be actually 
reduced, his lawful authority, as ſovereign of the 
Mogul Empire, is ſtill acknowledged in India, and 
that his grant of the Dewanny would ſufficiently au- 
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thorize, and materially aſſiſt any Prince or State that 
might attempt to diſpoſſeſs the Eaſt India Company 
thereof, ſince it would convey a right, which could not 
be diſputed, and to which nothing but force could be 
oppoſed. Nor can theſe opinions be more flrqngly ex- 
13 than they have heen lately by the ſaid Warren 

aſtings himſclf, who, in a minute recorded the 1ſt of 
December 1784, has declared that, “fallen as the 
* houſe of Timur is, it is yet the relick of the moſt 
* illuſtrious line of the eaſtern world ;—that its ſo- 
c wereignty is univerſally acknowledged, though the ſub- 
f* ſtance of it no longer exiſts ; and that the Company 
ce itſclf derives its conſtitutional dominion from its 
** oſtenfible bounty,” „ ES. | 


That the faid Warren Haſtings, by this declaration, 
has renounced and condemned the principle on which 
he avowedly acted towards the Mogul in the year 1773, 
when he denied that the Sunnuds or grants of the 
Mogul, if they were in the hands of another nation, 
would avail them any thing; and when he declared 
© that the ſword, which gave us the dominion of 
Bengal, muſt.be the inſtrument of its preſervation, 
« and that, if it ſhould ever ceaſe to be ours, the next 
te proprietor would derive his right and poſſeſſion from 
te the ſame natural charter.” That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, to anſwer any immediate purpoſe, adopts 
any principle of policy, however falſe or dangerous, 
without any regard to former declarations made, or to 
Principles avowed on other occ+fions by h mſelf ; and 
particularl), in his conduct to Shaw Allum, he firſt 
maintained, that the grants of that Prince were of nd 
avail, that we held the dominion of Bengal by the 
ſword, which he has falſely declared the ſource of right, 
and the natural charter of dominion; whereas, at a 
later period, he has declared, that the ſovereignty of 
the family of Sha Allum is univerſally acknowledged, 
and that the Company itſelf derives its conſtitutional 
dominion from their oſtenſible bounty. ef EG 
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No III. 
e e 
Rights and Titles of the Rajah of Benares. 
T HAT the territory of Benares is a fruitful, And 
has been, not long fince, an orderly, well culti- 


vated, and improved province; of great extent; and 
its capital city, as Warren Haſtings, Eſq. has inform- 


ed the Court of Directors in his letter of the 21ſt of 


ovember 1781, * is highly revered by the natives 
e of the Hindi perſuafion; ſo that many, who have 
* acquired independent fortunes, retire to cloſe their 
* days in a place ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed for its 
% ſanity :”” and he further acquaints the Directors, 
ce that it may rather be conſidered as the ſeat of ths 
* Hindu religion, than as the capital of a province. 


* But as its inhabitants are not compoſed of Hindus 


only, the former wealth which flowed into it from 
the offcrings of pilgrims, as well as from the tranſ- 
ce actions of exchange, for which its central ſituation 
6 is adapted, has attracted numbers of Mahomedans, 
„ who ſtill continue to reſide in it with their families.“ 
And theſe circumſtances of the city of Benares, which 
not only attracted the attention of all the different de- 
ſcriptions of men who inhabit Indoſtan, bur intereſted 
them warmly in whatever it might ſuffer, did, in a 
culiar manner, require,” that the Governor General 
and Council of Calcutta ſhould conduct themſelves 
with regard to its rulers and inhabitants, when it be- 
came dependant on the Company, on the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed principles of good faith, equity, modera- 
tion, and mildneſs, |» ee” 


D 2 II. That 


/ 
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That the Rajah Bulwant Sing, late Prince or Ze- 
mindar of the province aforeſaid, was a great Lord of 


the Mogul Empire, dependant on the fame, through 


the Vizier of the Empire, the late Sujah ul Dowla, 
Nabob of Oude; and the ſaid Bulwant Sing, in the 
commencement of the Engliſh power, did attach him- 
ſelf to the cauſe of the Eogliſh Company ; and the 
Court of Directors of the ſaid Company did acknow- 
ledge, in their letter of the 26th of May 1768, that 
* | nee Sing's joining us, at the time he did, was 
cc of ſignal ſervice, and the ſtipulation in his fayour 
« was what he was juſtly entitled to;”—and they did 
commend ** the care that had been taken (by the 
«© then preſidency) of thoſe that had ſhewn their at- 
c tachment to them (the Company) during the war;“ 
and they did finally expreſs their hope and expeCtation 
in the words following: *The moderation and atten- 
tion paid to thoſe who have eſpouſed our intereſts in 
« this war, will reflore our reputation in Hindoſtan, 
« and that the Indian powers will be convinced NO 
« breach of treaty will ever have our ſanction. 


Ih 


That the Rajah Bulwant Sing died on the 23d of 
Auguſt 1770, and his ſon, Cheit Sing; ſucceeding to 
his rights and pretenſions, the Preſidency of Calcutta 
(John Cartier, Efquire, being then Preſident) did 
inſtrut Captain Gabricl Harper, to procure a con- 
firmation of the ſucceſſion to his fon Cheit Sing, “ as 
it was of the utmoſt political import to the Com- 
« pany's affairs; and that the young man-ought not 
„ to conſider the price to be paid to ſatisfy the Vi. 
„ zier's jealouſy and avarice.” And they did further 
declare as follows: The ſtrong and inviolable at- 
ec tachment which ſubſiſted betwixt the Company and 
« the father, makes us moſt readily interpoſe our 
* good offices for the ſon.” And the young Rajah 
aforeſaid, having agreed, under the mediation of 

Captain 


wlas 


him- 
the 
now- 

that 


vour 

did 
the 
at- 


tion 
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Captain Harper, to pay near two hundred thouſand 
pounds as a gift to the ſaid Vizier, and to increaſe his 
tribute by near thirty thouſand pounds annually, a 
deed of confirmation was paſſed by the ſaid Vizier 
to the ſaid Rajah, and his heirs, by which he became 
a purchaſer 2 valuable conſiderations of his right 
and inhefitance in the Zemindary aforeſaid. In conſe- 
quence of this grant, ſo by him purchaſed, the Rajah 
was ſolemnly inveſted with the government in the city 
of Benares, ©* amidſt the acclamations of a' numerous 
« people, and to the great ſatisfaction of all parties.” 
And the ſaid Harper, in his letter of the 8th October 
1770, giving an account of the inveſtiture aforeſaid, 
did expreſs himſelf in theſe words: I will leave the 
« young Rajah, and others, to acquaint you how 1 
* have conducted myſelf: only thus much let me 
* ſay, that I have kept a ſtrict eye not to diminiſh 
cc our national honour, diſintereſtedneſs, and juſtice , 
& which 1 will conclude has had a greater effect in 
c ſecuring to the Company their vaſt poſſeſſions, than 
* even the force of arms, however formidable, could 
4 do.” And the Preſident of Calcutta teſtified his ap- 
probation of the ſaid Harper's conduct, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, that is in the following: Your diſintereſted- 
c neſs has been equally diſtinguiſhable as your abili- 
„ties, and both do you the greateſt honour.” 


IV. 


That the agreement between the Rajah and Nabob 
aforeſaid, continued on both ſides without any viola- 
tion, under the ſanction and guarantee of the Eaft 
India Company, for three years; when Warren 
Haſtings, Eſquire, being then Preſident, did propoſe 
a further confirmation of the ſaid grant ; and did, on 
the 12th of October 1773, obtain a delegation for 
himſelf to be the perſon to negociate the ſame: it 
being his opinion, as expreſſed in his Report of Octo- 
ber 4th, 1773, that the Rajah was not only entitled 
to the inheritance of his Zemindary by the grants 
through Captain Harper, but that the preceding "_ 

| 7 
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of Illabad, though literally expreſſing no more than 1 
ſecurity perſonal to Bulwant Sing, did notwithſtanding; 
in the true ſenſe and import theresf, extend tb his 
poſterity ; © and that it had been differently underſtood 
(that is not literally) by the Company, and by this 
* adminiſtration; and the Vizier had before put it 
* out of all diſpute, by the ſolemn act paſſed in the 
«* Rajak's favour on his ſucceſſion to the Zemindary.“ 


v. 


That the Council, in their inſtructions to the ſaid 
Governor Haſtings, did impower him “ to renew, in 
r behalf of the. Rajah Cheit Sing, the ſtipulation 
„ which was formerly made with the Vizier, in conſi- 
« deration of his ſervices in 1764;” and the govern- 
ment was accordingly ſettled on the Rajah and his 
poſterity, or to his heirs, on the ſame footing, on 
which it was granted to his ſaid father, excepting the 
addition aforeſaid to the tribute; with an expreſs pro- 
viſion, ** that 10 encreaſe ſhall ever hereafter be de- 
* manded.” And the grant and ſtipulation aforeſaid 
was further confirmed by the ſaid Sujah ul Dowla, 
under the Company's guarantee, by the moſt ſolemn 
and awful form of oath known in the Mahomedan 
religion, inſerted in the body of the deed or grant; 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſtrongly impreſſed with 
the opinion of the propriety of protecting the Rajah, 
and of the injuſtice, malice, and avarice of the ſaid 
Sujah Dowla, and the known family enmity ſubſiſting 
between him and the Rajah, did declare, in his re- 
port to the Council, as follows: © I am well con- 
e vinced. that the Rajah's inheritance, and perhaps 
« his life, are no longer ſafe than while he enjoys 
the Company's protection, which is his due by the 
« ries of juſtice, and the obligations of public faith,” 


VI. 


That ſome time after the new confirmation aforeſaid, 
that is to ſay, in the year 1774, the Governor General 
and 
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and Council, which had been formed, and the Mem- 

bers thereof appointed, by Act of Parliament, did 

obtain the aſſignment of the ſovereignty paramount of 
the ſaid government by treaty with the Nabob of 
Oude; by which, although the ſupreme dominion was 

changed, the terms and the conditions of the tenure 
of the Rajah of Benares remained ; as the ſaid Nabob 

of Oude could transfer to tue Eaſt India Company no 
other or greater eſtate than he himſelf poſſeſſed in or 
over the ſaid Zemindary. Bui, to obviate any miſ- 

conſtruction on the ſubj- ct, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 

did propoſe to the Board, that whatever proviſion 

might in the ſaid treaty be made for the intereſt of the 
Company, the ſame ſhould be © without an encroachg' 
ment on the juſt rights of the Rajah, or the engage» 

F* ments actually ſubſiſting with him.” 


VII. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings then having, or 


pretending to have, an extraordinary care of the inte- 
reſt of the Rajah of Benares, did, on this transfer of 
the ſovereignty, propoſe a new grant to be conveyed 
in new inſtruments to the ſaid Rajah, conferring n 
him further privileges; namely, the addition of the 
ſovereign rights of the mint, and of the right of cri- 
minal juſtice of life and death : and he, the faid War- 
ren Haſtings, as Governor General, did himſclf pro- 
— the Reſolution for that purpoſe in Council, in the 
ollowing words, with remarks explanatory of the 
principles upon which the grants aforeſaid were made: 
namely, 


© That the perpetual and independent poſſeſſion of 
© the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, 
ebe confirmed and guarrantied to the Rajah Cheit Sing 
* and his heirs for ever, /ubjeft only to the annual payment 
f* of the revenues hitherto paid to the late Vizier, amount- 
© ing Benares, ſea. rupees, 23,71,656,12, to be 
“ diſpoſed of as is expreſſed in the following article: 
4+ That no other demand be made on him, either by the Nabob 


« of 
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& of Oude, or this government; nor any kind of anthority 
« or juriſdiftion be exerciſed by either within the diſtri tis 
& affigned him.” To which minute he, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, did ſubjoin the following obſervation in 
- writing, and recorded therewith in the Council books, 
that is to ſay : © The Rajah of Benares, from the ſituation 
* of his country, which is a frontier to the provinces of Oude 
*© and Bahar, may be made a ſerviceable Ally to the Com- 
c pany, whenever their affairs ſhall require it, He has 
cc always been confidered in this light both by the Company 
and the ſucceſſive Members of the late Council; but, to 
« inſure his attachment to the Company, bis intereſt muſt be 
e *connefted with it, which cannot be better ęffected than by 
« freeing him totally from the REMAINS of his preſent 
<< -vaſſelage, under the guarantee and protection of the Com- 
« pany; and at the ſame time guarding him againſt any ap- 
« prehenſions from this government, by thus pledging its 
« faith that no encroachment ſhall ever be made on his 
* rights by the Company.” And the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, on the fifch of July 1775, did himſelf propoſe, 
among other articles of the treaty relative to this ob- 
ject, one of the following tenor: That whilſt the 
« Rajah ſhall continue faithful to theſe engagements, 
and punctual in his payments, and ſhall pay due obe- 
% dience to the authority of this government, x0 more 
* gemands ſhall be made upon him by the honourable 
„“ Company, of ANY KIND; or on any pretence 
* whatloever, ſhall any perſon be allowed to interfere 
« with his authority, or to diſturb the peace of his 
te country.” And the laid article was by the other 
Members of the Council aſſented to without debate. 


VIII, 


That on transferring the Rajah's tribute from the 
Nabob to the Company, the ſtipulation which had 
before been made with the Nabob was renewed on 
the propoſition of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, 
and expreſſed in a yet more diſtinct manner; namely, 


+ That no more demands ſhall be made upon 
« him, 
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„ him, by the honourable Company, of any kind:“ 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in juſtification of his 
propoſal of giving the Rajah * a complete and uncon- 
*« trolled authority over his Zemindary,” did enter on 
the Council book the following reaſons for inveſting 
him with the ſame; ſtrongly indicating the ſituation 
in which he muſt be left under any other circumſtances, 
whether under the Nabob of Oude, or under the Eng- 
liſh, or under the double influence of both: © That 
the ſecurity of his perſon and poſſeſſions, from the 
&© Company's protection, may be rated equal to many 
« lacks of rupees; which, though ſaved to him, are no 
« loſs to the government on which he depends, being all 
te articles of inviſible expence; in fees to the Miniſters 
*© and Officers of the Nabob; in the charges of a dou- 
« ble eſtabliſhment of Vackeels to both governments; 
* in preſents and charges of accomodation to the 
6 Nabob, during his reſidence at any place within the 
& boundaries of his Zemindary; in the frauds, embez- 
« zlements, and oppreſſions exerciſed in the Mint and Cut- 
* <wallyz beſides the allowed profits of thoſe Officers, 
% and the advantages which every man in occafional po- 
« ger, or in the credit of it, might make of the Rajah's 
&© fun —, and the dread he ſtood in both of the 
« diſpleaſure of the Nabob, and the ill will of individuals 
« among the Engliſh, who were all confidered, either in 
66 their preſent ſtations or connections, or the right of ſuc- 
*« ceffion, as Members of the ſtate of Bengal. It would 
te be ſcarce poſſible to enumerate all the inconvenĩenciĩes 
* to which the Rajah was liable in his former ſituation, 
1 or to eſtimate the preciſe effect which they produced 
« on his revenue, and on the groſs amount of his ex- 
© pence; but it may be eaſily conceived, that both 
« were enormous and of a nature the moſt likely to 
tc leſſen the profits of 2 inſtead of adding to 
* them.” And in juſtification of his propoſal of giv- 
ing the Rajah the ſymbols of ſovereignty in the power 
of life and death, and in the coining of money, as 
pledges of his independence, he ſtates the deplorable 
ſituation of Princes reduced to dependance on the 
Vizier, or the Company, and-obliged to entertain an 

= Engliſh 
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Engliſn reſident at their Court, in the following words: 

&« It is propoſed to receive the payment of his (the 
© Rajah's) Rents at Patna, becauſe that is the neareſt 
c“ provincial ſtation, and becauſe it would not fruſtrate 
ce the intention of rendering the Rajah independent. If a 
“ reſident was appointed to receive the money, as it 
© became due, at Benares, ſuch @ reſident would un- 
« avoidably acquire an influence over .the Rajah, and 
ce over his country, which would in effect render him the 
« maſi:y of Loth., This conſequence might not per- 
* haps be brought completely to pals without a ſtrug- 
& ple, and many appeals 10 Council, which, in a govern- 
© ment conſtituted like this, cannot fail o terminate 
“ againſt the Rajah; and, by the conſtruction ts which his 
© oppoſition to the agent would be liable, might eventually 
% draw on him ſevere reſtrictions, and in reducing bim to 
ce the mean and depraved ſtate of a mere Zemindar.” 


IX. 


That in order to ſatisfy the ſaid Rajah of the inten- 
tions of the Company towards him, and of the true 
ſenſe and conſtruction of the grants to him, the ſaid 
Rajah, to be made, the Governor General (he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings) and Council did, on the 24th Aug. 
1775, inſtruct Mr. Fowke, the reſident at the Rajah's 
Court, in the following words: © It is proper to aſſure 
„ the Rajah we do not mean to encreaſe his tribute, 
© but to require from him an xa ſum, That, under 
« the ſovereignty of the Company, we are determined 
* to leave him the free and uncontrolled management 
« of the internal government of his country, and the 
« collection and regulation of the revenues, ſo long as 
© headheres to the terms of his engagement; and will 
© never demand any augmentation of the annual tri- 


te bute which may be fixed.” 


X. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the Council 
General, not being ſatisfied with having inſtructed the 
| reſident 


„ Sing's) Zemindary ſhould be furniſhed him, en theſe, 
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reſident to make the repreſentation aforeſaid, to remove 
all ſuſpicion that by the new grants any attempt ſhould 
inſidiouſly be made to change his former tenure, did 
reſolve, that a letter ſhould be written by the Governor 
General himſelf to the Rajah of Benares, to be deliver- 


ed to Mr. Fowke, the reſident, together with his creden- 


tials ;, in which letter they declare “ the Board willing 
* to continue the grant of the Zemindary to him, in 
6 as full and ample-a manner as he poſſeſſed it from former 
& ſovereigns; and on his paying the annual tribute, 
« &c.” And in explaining the reaſons for granting to 
him the mint and criminal juſtice; they inform him, 
that this is done in order © that he may poſſeſs an un · 
© controlled and free authority in the regulation and go- 
« vernment of his Zemindary.” . 


XI. 


That, on the 26th February 1776, the Board and 
Council did order that the proper inſtruments ſhould 
be prepared for conveying to the Rajah aforeſaid the 
government and criminal juſtice and mint of Benares, 


with its dependencies, ** in the uſual form; expreſſing 


« the conditions already reſolved on in the ſeveral proceed- 
c ings of the Board.” And on the ſame day a letter was 
written to the reſident at Benares, fignifying that they 
had ordered the proper inſtrument to be prepared, 
ſpecifying the terms concerning the remittance of the 
Rajah's tribute to Calcutta, as well as“ the ſeveral 


«©. other conditions which had been already agreed to; and 
& that they ſhould forward it to him, to be delivered 


« to the Rajah.” And on the 20th of March follow- . 
ing the Board did again explain the terms of the ſaid 
tribute in a letter to the Court of Directors; and did 
add, that a Sunnud (grant or patent) for, his (Cheit 


c and ite conditions before agreed on.” | 


- 


XII: 


That during the courſe of the tranſactions aforeſaid 
in Council, and the various aſſurances given to the 
| E 2 Rajah 
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Rajah and the Court of Directors, certain improper 
and fraudulent practices were uſed with regard to the 
ſymbols of inveſtiture which ought to have been given, 
and the farm of the deeds by wh:ch the ſaid Zemindary 
ought to have been granted; for it gppears that the ori- 
inal deeds were ſigned by the Board on the 4th of 
pteraber 1775, and tranimitted to Mr. Fowke, the 
reſident at the Rajah's Court; and that, on the 2oth 
of November following, the Court of Directors were 
acquainted, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the 
Council, that Rajah Cheit Sing had been inveſted with 
the Sunnuds (charters or patents) for his Zemindary, 
and the Kellaut (or robes of inyeſtiture) in all the pro- 
per forms. But, on the 3ſt of October 1775, the 
Rajah did cmplain to the Governor General and 
Council, that the Kellaut (or robes) with which he 
was to be inveſted, according to their order, ig not 
* of the ſame kind as that which he received from the 
% late Vizier on the like occaſion.” In conſequence 
of the ſaid complaint, the Board did, in their letter ta 
the reſident of the 11th of the ſame month, deſire him 
* to make inquiry reſpecting the nature of the Kellaut, 
* and inveſt him with one of te ſame ſort, on the part 
<« of this government, inſtead of that which they for- 
F merly deſcribed to him.” And it appeaas highly 
robable, that the inſtruments which accompanied 
he ſaid robes of inveſture were made in a manner 
conformable to the orders and directions of the Board, 
and the conditions by them agreed ta; as the Rajah, 
who complained of the inſufficiency of the robes, did 
make no complaint of the inſufficiency of the inſtru- 
ments, or of any deviation in them for thoſe he had 
formerly received from the Vizier. But à copy or du- 
plicate of the ſaid deeds or inſtruments were in ſome manner 
furreptitionſly niſpoſed of, and with-held from the records of 
the Company, and never were tranſmitted to the Court of 


\Pirettors, 
| X11. 


That ſeveral months after the ſaid ſettlement and 
inyeſtiture, namely, on the 15th of April 1776, the 
| Secretary 
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Secretary. informed the Court that he had prepared a 
Sunnud, Caboleat, and Pottah (that is, a patent, an 
agreement, and a rent roll) for Cheit Sing's Zemin- 
, dary; and the Boatd ordered the ſame to be executed, 
But the reſident, on receiving the ſame, did tranſmit 
the ſeveral objections made by the Rajah thereto, and 
particularly to a clauſe in the patent, made in direct 
contradiction to the engagements of the Council ſo 
folemnly and repeatedly given; by which clauſe the 
former patents are declared to be null. That on the 
repreſentation aforeſaid, on the 2gth July, the Secre- 
tary was ordered to prepare new and proper inſtruments, 
omitting the clauſe declaring the former Patents 
zo be null, and the ſaid new patents were delivered to 
the Rajah; and the others which he objected to, as 
well as thoſe which had been delivered to him origi- 
nally, were returned to the preſidency, But neither 
the firſt ſer of deeds, nor the fraudulent patent atore- 
ſaid, nor the new inſtruments made out on the com- 
laint of the Rajah, omitting the exceptionable w ords, 
ve been inſerted in the records, although it was the 
particular duty of the ſaid Warren Hai! ngs, that all 
tranſactions with the country powers ſhould be faith» | 
fully entered; as well as to take care that all initru- 
ments tranſmitted to them, on the faith of the Com- 
pany, ſhould be honeſtly, candidly, and fairly exe- 
- cured, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
engagements entered into on the part of the Company; 
the ſaid Haſtings, giving, by the complicated, artiti- 
cial, and fraudulent management aforeſaid, as well as 
by his omitting to record the ſaid material document, 
ſtrong reaſon to preſume that he did even then medi- 
tate to make ſome evil uſe of the deeds which he thus 
with-held from the company, and which he did after- 
wards in reality make, when he found means and op- 
portunity to effect his evil purpoſe. | 


END OF PART Il. 
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Deſigns of Mr. Haſtings to ruin the Rajah | 
of Benares. 


I, 


THAT the tribute transferred to the Company, by 
the treaty: with the Nabob of Oude, being 250,000. 
a year ſterling, and upwards, without any deductions 
whatſoever, was paid monthly, with ſuch punctual ex- 
actneſs, as had no parallel in the Company's dealings 
with any of the native princes, or with any ſubject Ze- 
mindar, being the only one who never was in arrears; 
and, according to all appearance, a perfect harmony 
did prevail between the Supreme Council at Calcutta 
and the Rajah. But though the Rajah of Benares fur- 
niſhed no occaſion of diſpleaſure to the Board, yet it 
fince appears that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at 
fome time in the year 1777, conceive diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt him, In that year, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
retracted his own act of reſignation of his office, made 
to the Court of Directors through his agent Mr. 
Maclean; and, calling in the aid of the military to 
ſupport him in his authority, brought the diviſions of 
the government, (according to his own expreſſion) 
© to an extremity bordering on civil violence.” This 
extremity he attributes, in a narrative by him tranſmit- 
ted to the Court of Directors, and printed, not to his 
own fraud and prevarication, but to what he calls“ an 
<« attempt to wreſt from him his authority;” and in 
the faid narrative he pretends that the Rajah of Benares 
had deputed an agent, with an expreſs commiſſion, to 
his opponent Sir John Clavering.— This fact, if it had 
been true, (which is not proved) was in no fort crimi- 
nal or offenſive to the Company's Governmeat; but 
was at firſt ſight nothing more than a proper mark of 


duty and reſpect to the ſuppoſed ſucceſſion of _ 
. | | Nor 


VTV ⁵' = 
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Nor is it poſſible to conceivg,in- what manner it could 


offend the ſaid Haſtings, if he did not imagine that 
the expreſs commiſſion, to which in the ſaid narrative 
he refers, might relate to the diſcovery to Sir John 
Clavering of ſome practice which he might wiſh to 
conceal; the ſaid Clavering, whom he ſtyles “ bis op- 
c ponent, having been engaged, in obedience to the 
Company's expreſs orders, in the diſcovery of ſun- 


dry peculations, and other evil practices, charged 


upon the ſaid Haſtings. But although, at the time of 
the ſaid pretended depuration, he diſſembled his re- 

ſentment, it appears to have rankled in his mind, and 
that he never forgave it, of whatever nature it might 

have been (the ſame never having been by him explain» 
ed ;) and ſome years after he recorded it in his juſtifi- 

cation of his oppreſſive conduct towards the Rajah, 

urging the ſame, with great virulence and aſperity, as 

a proof or preſumption of his the ſaid Rajah's diſaffec- 
tion to the Company's Government: and, by his ſubſe- 
puent acts, he ſeems from the firſt to have reſolved, 

when opportunity ſhould occur, on a ſevere revenge. 


II. 


That having obtained, in his caſting vote, a majori- 


ty in Council, on the death of Sir John Clavering and 


Mr. Monſon, he did ſuddenly, and without any previ- 
ous general communication with the Members of the 
Board, by a minute of conſultation of the gth of July 
1778, make an extraordinary demand, namely, 
« that the Rajah of Benares ſhould conſent to the eſ- 
e tabliſhment of three regular battalions of Sepays: 
« to be raiſed and maintained at his own expence; and the 


' ſaid expence was eſtimated at between fifty and fixty 
thouſand pounds ſterling. 


III. 


That the ſaid requiſition did ſuppoſe the conſent of 
the Rajah, the very word being inſerted in the body of 
his, the ſaid Warren Haſtings's minute; and the ſame 


Was 
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was agreed to, though with ſome doubts on the parts 
of two of his colleagues, Mr. Francis and Mr, Wheler, 
concerning the right of making the ſame, even worded 
as it was. But Mr. Francis and Mr, Wheler ſooner after 
finding that the Rajah was much alarmed by this de- 
parture from the treaty, the requifition aforeſaid was 
ftrenuouſly oppoſed by them. The ſaid Haſtings did, 
notwithſtanding this oppoſition, perſevere ; and by his 
caſting vote alone did carry the ſaid unjuſt and oppreſ- 
five demand. The Rajah ſubmitted, after ſme mur- 
muring and remonſtrance, to pay the ſum required; 
bur on the expreſs condition (as has been frequently 
aſſerted by him to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without 
any contradiction) that the exaction ſhould continue 
but for one year, and ſhould not be drawn into precedent. 
He alſo requeſted that the extraordinary demand ſhould 
be paid along with the inſtalments of his mbnthly tri- 
bute : But although the {aid Warren Haſtings did not 
ſo much as pretend thay, the inſtant payment was at all 
neceſſary, and thougff he was urged by his before 
mentioned colleagues to moderate his proceedings, he 


* 


did inſiſt upon immediate payment of the whole; and 


did deliver his demand in proud and inſulting language, 
wholly unfit for a governor of a civilized nation to uſe 
towards eminent perſons in alliance with, and in ho- 
nourable and free dependence upon its government; 
and did ſupport the ſame with arguments full of unwar- 
rantable paſſion, and with references to reports affec- 
ting merely his own perſonal power and conſideration, 
which reports were not proved, nor attempted to be 

roved; and, if proved, furniſhing reaſons infufficient for 
bis purpoſe, and indecent in any public proceedings. 
And the ſaid Haſtings did cauſe the ſaid ſums of money 
to be rigorouſly exacted; although no ſuch regular bat- 
talions, as he pretended to eſtabliſh as a colour for his 
demand on the Rajah, were then raiſed, nor any ſteps 
taken towards raiſing them. And when the ſaid Rajah 
pleaded his inability to pay the whole ſum at once, 
he, the ſaid Haſtings, perſevering in his ſaid outra- 
geous and violent demeanour, did order the Reſident to 
wait on the Rajah forthwith, and “ demand of him in 


- perſon, 
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ec perſon, and by writing, the full payment in ſpecie 
% to be made to him within five days of ſuch demand; 
© and to declare to him, in the name of this Govern- 
« ment, that his evading or neglecting to accompliſh 
te the payment thereof within that ſpace of time, ſhould 
«© be deemed equivalent fo an abſolute refuſal; and in 
e caſe of non-compliance with this (the Reſident's) 
« demand, we peremptorily enjoin you 10 refrgin from all 
« further iatercourſe with him: The ſaid Haſtings ap- 
pearing, by all his proceedings, to be more diſpoſed to 
bring on'a quarrel with the Prince of Benares, than to 
provide money tor any public ſervice; 


IV. 


That the ſaid demand was complied with, and the 
whole thereof paid on the 10th of October, that years 
And the ſaid Rajah did write to the ſaid Haſtings a 
letter, in order to mitigate and mollify him, declaring 
to the ſaid Haſtings, that h's ſole reliance was on 
him, © and that in every inſtance he depended on his 
e faith, religion, ptomifes, and actions.“ But he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as if the being reminded of 
his faith and promiſes were an incentive to him to vio- 
late the ſame, although he had agreed that his demand 
thould not be drawn into preeedent, and the payment of 
the 50,0001. aforeſaid ſhould continue only for one year, 
did, the very day after he had received the letter afore- 
taid, renew a demand of the ſame nature, and on the 
ſame pretence, this year, even leſs play e than the 
former of three battalions 4% fe raiſed. The fgid Rajah, 
on being informed of this requiſition, did remind the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings that he engaged, in the laſh year, 
that but one payment ſhould be made, and that he 
ſhould not be called upon in future; and pleading ih- 
ability to diſeharge the new demand, declared himfelf 
in the following words to the ſaid Warren Haſtings: 
« am therefore hopeful you will be kindly pleaſed to 
« excuſe me the five lacks now demanded, and that 
„ nothing may be demanded of me beyond the a- 
mount expreſſed in the Pottah,” 


V, That 
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was agreed to, though with ſome doubts on the parts 
of two of his colleagues, Mr. Francis aud Mr, Wheler, 
concerning the right of making the ſame, even worded 
as it was. But Mr. Francis ndr. Wheler ſooner after 
finding that the Rajah was much alarmed by this de- 
rture from the treaty, the requiſition aforeſaid was 
renuouſly oppoſed by them. The faid Haſtings did, 
notwithſtanding this oppoſition, perſevere ; and by his 
caſting vote alone did carry the ſaid unjuſt and oppreſ- 
 fivedemand. The Rajah ſubmitted, after ſome mur- 
muring and remonſtrance, to pay the ſum required: 
but on the expreſs condition (as has been frequently 
aſſerted by him to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without 
any contradiction) that the exaction ſhould continue 
but for one year, and ſhould not be drawn into precedent. 
He alſo requeſted that the extraordinary demand ſhould 
be paid _ with the inſtalments of his monchly tri- 
bute : But although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not 
ſo much as pretend thag, the inſtant payment was at all 
neceſſary, and thoug he was urged by his before 
mentioned colleagues to moderate his proceedings, he 


did inſiſt upon immediate payment of the whole; and 


did deliver his demand in proud and inſulting language, 
wholly unfit for a governor of a civilized nation to uſe 
towards eminent perſons in alliance with, and in ho- 
nourable and free dependence upon its government; 
and did ſupport the ſame with arguments full of unwar- 
rantable paſſion, and with references to reports affec- 
ting merely his own perſonal power and confideration, 
which reports were not proved, nor attempted to be 
proved; and, if proved, furniſhing reaſons inſufficient for 
his purpoſe, and indecent in any public proceedings. 
And the ſaid Haſtings did cauſe the faid ſums of money 
to be rigorouſly exacted, although no ſuch gegular bat- 
talions, as he pretended to eſtabliſh as a colour for his 
demand on the Rajah, were then raiſed, nor any ſteps 
taken towards raiſing them. And when the ſaid Rajah 
pleaded his inability to pay the whole ſum at once, 
he, the ſaid Haſtings, perſevering in his ſaid outra- 
geous and violent demeanour, did order the Reſident to 
wait on the Rajah forthwith, and “ demand of him in 


«« perſon, 
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*© perſon, and by writing, the full payment in ſpecie 
% to be made to him within five days of ſuch demand; 
©« and to declare to him, in the name of this Govern- 
« ment, that his evading or neglecting to accompliſh 
ce the payment thereof within that ſpace of time, ſhould 
«© be deemed equivalent to an abſolute refuſal; and in 
« caſe of non-compliance with this (the Reſident's) 
« demand, we peremptorily enjoin you 10 refrain from all 
« further intercourſe with him :“ The ſaid Haſtings ap- 
pearing, by all his proceedings, to be more diſpoſed to 
bring on*a quarrel with the Prince of Benates, than to 
provide money tor any public ſervice; 
| IV. 

That the ſaid demand was complied with, and the 
whole thereof paid on the 10th of October, that year. 
And the faid Rajah did write to the ſaid Haſtings a 
letter, in order to mitigate and mollify him, declaring 
to the ſaid Haſtings, that h's ſole reliance was on 
him, © and that in every inſtance he depended on his 
e faith, religion, ptomiſes, and actions.“ But he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as if the being reminded of 
his faith and promiſes were an incentive to him to vio- 
late the ſame, although he had agreed that his demand 
ſhould not be drawn into preęedent, and the payment of 
the 50,0001. aforeſaid ſhould continue only for one year, 
did, the very day after he had received the letter afore- 
ſaid, renew a demand of the ſame nature, and on the 


ſame pretence, this year, even lefs p e than the 
former gf three battalions 70 he raiſed. The Mid Rajah, 
on being informed of this requiſition, did remind the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings that he engaged, ia the 1 
that but one payment ſhould be made, and that he 
ſhould not be called upon in future; and pleading ih- 
ability to diſeharge the new demand, declared himfelf 
in the following words to the ſaid Warren Haſtings: 
« am therefore hopeful you will be kindly pleaſed” to 
« excuſe me the five lacks now demanded, and that 
** nothing may be demanded of me beyond the a- 


mount expreſſed in the Pottah.“ 
| F 


V. That 
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V. 


That on the day after the receipt of this letter, that 
is, on the 28th Auguſt 1779, he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, made a reply to the ſaid letter; and, with- 
out any remark whatſoever on the allegation of the 
Rajah, ſtating to him his engagement that he, the ſaid 
Rajah, ſhould not be called upon in futu:e, he ſays, 
te I now repeat my demand, that you do, on the receipt 
cc of this, with out evaſion or delay, pay the five lack 
ce of rupees into the hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, 
* who has orders to receive it from you; and, in caſe 
e of your refuſal, to ſummon the two battalions of Se- 
e poys, under the command of Major Camac, to Be- 
e nares, that meaſures may be taken to oblige you to 
« compliance: And, in this caſe, the whole expence 
© of the corps, from the time of its march, will fall on 
C you.“ | 


VI. 


That the ſaid Rajah did a ſecond and third time re- 
preſent to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he had broke 
his promiſe, and the {aid Haſtings did in no manner 
deny the ſame ; but did, in contempt thereof, as well 
as of the original treaty berween the Company and the 
Rajah, order two battalions of troops to march into his 
territories, and in a manner the moſt harſh, inſulting, 
and deſpotic, as if to provoke that Prince to ſome act 
of reſiſtance, did compel him to the payment of the 
laid ſecond unjuit demand; and did «xtort alſo the ſum 
of 2,000/..0n prerence of the charge of the troops em- 
ployed to coerce him. 


„ VII. 


That the third-year, that is to ſay, in the year 1780, 
the ſame demand was, with the ſame menaces, renewed ; 
and did, as before, produce ſeveral humble remon- 
ſtrances and ſubmiſſive complaints, which the ſaid Haſ- 
tings did always treat as crimes and offences of the 
higbeſt order: And although in the regular ſubſidy or 

tribute, 
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tribute, which was monthly payable by treaty, fifty days 
of grace were allowed on each payment, and after the 
expiration of the ſaid fifty days one quarter per cent. 
only was provided as a penalty, he, the faid Warren 
Haſtings, on ſome ſhort delay of payment of his third 
arbitrary and illegal demand, did preſume, of his own 
authority, to impoſe a fine or mul& of 10,0001. on 
the ſaid Rajah : And though it does not appear whe- 
ther or no the ſame was actually levied, the ſaid 
threat was ſoon after followed by an order, from the 
faid Haſtings, for the march of troops into the coun- 
try of Benares, as in the preceding year. 


VIII. 


That theſe violent and inſulting meaſures failing to 
provoke the Rajah, and he having paid up the whole 
demand, the ſaid Warren Haſtings being reſolved to 


drive him to extremities, did make on the ſaid Rajah 


a ſudden demand, over and above the ordinary tribute 
or ſubſidy of L. 260,000 per annum, and over and 
above the C. 50,000 extraordinary to provide a body of 
cavalry for the ſervice of the Bengal Government, 


IX. 


The demand, as expreſſed in the minute of conſulta- 
tion, and in the public inſtructions of the Board to the 
reſident, to make the requiſition, is for ſuch part of 
the cavalry entertained in his ſervice as he can ſpare ;” 
and the demand is in this, and in no other manner, de- 
{cribed by the Governor General and Council ia their 


letter to the Court of Directors. But in a narrative of 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, addreſſed to Edward Whe- . 
ler, Eſquire, it appears, that upon the Rajah's making 
difficulties, according to the repreſentation of the ſaid 
Haſtings, relative to the ſaid requiſition, the correſ- 
pondence concerning which the laid Haſtings hath 
fraudulently ſuppreſſed, he, the ſaid Haſtings, inſtead 
of adhering to the requiſition of ſuch cavalry as the Ra- 


Jab could ſpare, and which was all that by the order of 


F 2 Council 
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Council he was authorized to make, did, of his own 
Private and arbritary authority, in ſome letter which he 
back ſuppreſſed, inſtruct the reſident Markham to 
make a peremptory demand for 2000 cavalry, which he 
well knew to be more than the Rajah's finances could 
ſupport, eſtimating the proviſion for the ſame at 

.96,000 a year at the loweſt, though the expence of 
the ſame would probably have been much more : which 
extravagant demand the ſaid Haſtings could only have 
made in hopes of provoking the Rajah to ſome impru- 
dent meaſure, or paſſionate remonſtrance. And this 
arbitrary demand ot cavalry was made and peremptorily 
infiſted on, although in the original treaty with the 
ſaid Rajah it was left entirely optional whether or not 
he ſhould keep up any cavalry at all: and in the mi- 
nute of conſultation it was expreſsly mentioned to be 
thus optional: and that far whatſoe ver cavalry he, the 
ſaid Rajah ſhould furniſh, he ſhould be paid 15 rupees 
per month far each private, and ſo in proportion for 
officers : yetithe demand aforeſaid was made without 
any offer whatſoever of providing the ſaid payment ac- 
cording to treaty, | | 


X. 


That the ſaid Haſtings did ſoon after, but upon 
what grounds does not appear by any Minute of 
Council, or from any correipondence contained in his 
narrative, reduce the demand to fifteen thouſand, and 
afterwards to one thouland; by which he ſhewed him- 

ſelf to be ſenſible of the extravagance of his firſt requili- 
tion. 5 


XI. 


That in conſequence of theſe requiſitions, as he aſ- 
ſerts in his narative aforeſaid, the Rajah “ did offer 
« 250 horſe, but ſent none.“ But the ſaid Haſtings 
doth not accompany his ſaid narrative with any 
voucher or document whatever; and therefore the ac- 
count given by the Rajah, and delivered to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings himſelf, inſerted by the ſaid Warren 

8 | R 
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Haſtings himſelf, in his narrative, and in no part thereof 
attempted to be impeached, is more worthy of credit; 
that is to ſay, 

« With reſpect to the horſe, you deſired me in your 
jetter to inform you of what number I could afford 
© to ſtation with you. I ſent you a particular account 
of all that were in my ſervice, amounting to one 
&« thouſand three hundred horſe, of which ſeveral were 
& ſtationed atdiſtant places; but I received no anſwer to 
ce this. Mr. Markam delivered me an order to prepare 
« a thouſand horſe. In compliance with your 
« wiſhes, I collected five hundred horſe, and a ſubſti- 
« tute for the remainder, five hundred Burkundafles 
« [Match-lock-men], of which I ſent you information; 
« ] told Mr. Markham that they were ready to go 
© to whatever place they ſhould be ſent, No anſwer, 
&« however, came from you on this head, and I remain- 
ce ed aſtoniſhed at the cauſe of ir. Repeatedly I aſk+ 
«© ed Mr. Markham about an anſwer to my letter 
„about the horſe; but he told me that he did not 
« know the reaſon of no anſwer having been ſent, 
& I remained aſtoniſhed," 


XII. 
That the ſaid Haſtings is guilty of an higk offence, 


in not giving an anſwer to letters of ſuch impor- 
tance, and in concealing the ſaid letters from the Court 
of Directors, as well as much of his correſpondence 
with the reſidents; and more particularly in not direct- 
ing to what place the cavalry and match - lock - men a- 
foreſaid ſhould be ſent, when the Rajah had declared 
they were ready to go to whatever ſervice ſhould be 
deſtined for them, and afterwards in maliciouſly accu- 
ſing the Rajah for not having ſent the ſame. 


XIII. 


That, on the 3d of February 1781, a new demand 
for the ſupport of the three fictitious battalions of ſe- 
ys aforeſaid was made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings : 
ut, whilſt the Rajah was paying by - inſtalments the 
laid arbitrary demand, the ſaid Rajah was glarmed 
with 


| 
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with ſome intelligence of ſecret projects on foot for 
his ruin ; and being well apprized of the malicious and 
revengeful temper of the ſaid Haſtings, in order to 
pacify him, if poſſible, offered to redeem himſelf by 
a large ranſom, to the amount of two hundred thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling, to be paid- for the uſe of the 
Company, And it appears that the ſaid alarm was far 
from groundleſs ; for Major Palmer, one of the ſecret 
and confidential agents of the ſaid Haſtings, hath 


ſworn, on the fourth of December 1781, at the deſire 


of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, before Sir Elijah Impey, 


to the following effect; that is to ſay, © that the ſaid 


« Warren Haſting had told him, the ſaid Palmer, that 
« he, the ſaid Haſtings, had rejected the offer of two 
« hundred thouſand pounds made by the Rajah of Be- 
«© nares for the public ſervice; and that he was re- 
cc ſolved to convert the faults committed by the Rajah into 
ce g public benefit, and would exact the ſum of J. 500,000 
ce as a puniſhment for his breach of engagements with 
<« the government of Bengal, and acts of miſconduct 
« jn his Zemindary ; and, if the Rajah ſhould abſo- 
te jutely refuſe the demand, that he would deprive him 
of his Zemindary, or transfer the ſovereignty therepf 
& to the Nabob of Oude.“ 


XIV, 


And Mr. Anderſon, in his declaration from Scindia's 
camp, of the 4th of January 1782, did alſo, at the 
deſire of Mr. Haſtings, depoſe (though not on oath) 
concerning a converſation between him and the ſaid 
Haſtings (but mentioning neither time nor place where 
the ſame was held;) in which converſation, after reci- 
ring the allegations of the ſaid Haſtings relative to ſe- 
veral particulars of the delay and backwardneſs of the 
Rajah in paying the aforeſaid extra demand, and his 
reſolution to exact from the Rajah “ a conſiderable ſum 
4 of money to the relief of the Company's exigences,“ 
he proceeds in the following words; © That if he (the 
« Rajah) conſented, you (the ſaid Warren Haſtings) 
ce yere deſirous of Rabin his poſſeſſions on the moſſ 


„perma- 
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c permanent and eligible foxting ; but, if he refuſed, you 
had it in your power to raiſe a large ſum for the Com- 
* pany, by accepting an offer which had been made 
& for his diſtricts by the Vizier.” And the ſaid An- 
derſon, in the declaration aforeſaid, made at the requeſt 
of the ſaid Haſtings, and addreſſed to him, expreſſed 
himſelf as follows: That you told me you had com- 
e municared our deſigns to Mr. Wheler (his only re- 
© maining colleague;) and I believe, but I do not 
« poſitively recollect, you faid he concurred in them.” 
Bur no trace of any ſuch communication or concur- 
rence did, at the time referred to, or at any time ever 
after, appear on the conſultations, as it ought to have 
done; and the ſaid Haſtings is criminal, for having 
omitted to enter and record the proceeding. That the 
faid Wheler did alſo declare, but a conſiderable time 
after the date of the converſations aforeſaid, that © on 
c the eve of the Governor General's departure, the ſaid 
« Haſtings had told him, that the Rajah's offences 
(not ſtating what offences, he having paid up all the 
« demands, ordinary and extraordinary) were declared 
* to require early puniſhment; and as his wealth was 
& great, and the Company's exigences preſſing, it was 
thought a meaſure of policy and of juſtice, to exact 
« from him a large pecuniary mulct for their relief. 
« The ſum to which the Governor declared his reſolu- 
ce tion to extend the fine, was forty or fifty lacks ; his 
c ability to pay it, was ſtated as a fact that could ret 
c admit of a doubt; and the two alternatives, on which 
* the Governor declared himſelf ro have reſolved, 
« were, to the beſt of my recollection, either a removal 
c from his Zemindary entirely; or, by taking imme- 
e diate poſſeſſion of all his forts, to obtain out of 
« the treaſure depoſited in them the above ſum for the 
„Company.“ 


XV. 


That, in the declaration of the ſaid Wheler, the 
time of the converſation aforeſaid is ſtated to be on the 
eve of the Governor's departure, and then ſaid to be 

confi- 
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confidential; nor is it ſaid or inſinuated that he knew 
or ever heard thereof at a more early period ; though 
it appears by Major Palmer's affidavit, that the deſign 
of taking not four or five, but abſolutely five hundred 
thouſatid pounds from the Rajah, was communicated 
to him as carly as the month of June. And it does not 
appear, by the declarations of the ſaid Wheler, he did 
ever caſually or officially approve of the meaſure ; 
which lohg concealment and late communication, time 
not being allowed to his colleague to conlider the na- 
ture and conſequences of ſuch a project, or to adviſe 
any precaution concerning the ſame, is a high miſde- 
meanour. 


XVI. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, having formed a reſolution 
to execute one of the three violent and arbitrary reſo- 
lutions aforeſaid; namely, to ſell the Company's ſove- 
reignty over Benares to the Nabob of Oude; or to diſ- 
poſſeſs the Rajah of his territories; or to ſeize upon 
his forts, and to plunder them of the treaſure therein 
contained, to the amount of four or five hundred 
thouſand pounds; did reject the offer of two hundred 
thouſand pounds, tendered by the ſaid Rajah for his 
redemption from the injuries which he had diſcover- 
ed that the ſaid Haſtings had clandeſtinely med-- 
tated againſt him, although the ſum aforeſaid would 
have been a conſiderable and ſeaſonable acquiſition at 
that time; the faid Haſtings being determined, at a 
eritical period, to riſk the exiſtence of the Britiſh 
Empire, rather than fail in the gratification of his ro- 
venge againſt the ſaid Rajah. 


XVII. 


That the firſt of his three inſtituted projects, name- 
ly, the depriving the Rajah of his territories, was by 
himſelf confidered as a meaſure likely to be productive 
of much odium to the Britiſh Government; he having 
declared, -whatever opinions he might entertain of its 

juſtice 
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joſtice, “ That it would have an appearance of ſeve- 
« rity; and might furniſh grounds uafavourable to the 
c credit of our government, and to his own reputation, 
© from the natural influence which every a# of rigour, 
« exerciſed in the perſons of men in elevated ſituations, 
ce js apt to impreſs on thoſe who are too remote from 
ce the ſcene of action to judge, by any evidence of 
« the facts themſelves, of their motives, or pro- 
„ priety.” And the ſecond attempt, the ſum of money 
which he aimed at by attacking the fortreſſes of the 
Rajah, and plundering them of the treaſure ſuppoſed 
to be there ſecured, beſides the obvious uncertainty of 
acquiring what was thus ſoughr, would be liable to 
the fame imputations with the former. And w:th re- 
gard to the third project, namely, the ſale of the 
Company's ſovereignty to the Nabob of Oude, and 
his having actually received propoſals for the ſame, 
it was an high offence to the Company, as preſuming, 
without their authority or conſent, to put up to fale 
their ſovereign rights; and particularly to put them 
up to ſale to that very perſon, againſt whom the inde- 
pendence of the ſaid province had been declared by 
the Governor General and Council to be neceſſary, as 
a barrier for the ſecurity of the other provinces, in 
caſe of a future rupture with him, It was an heinous 
injury to the ſaid Rajah, to attempt to change his re- 
lation without his conſent, eſpecially on account of 
the perſon to whom he was to be made over for money, 
by reaſon of the known enmity ſubſiſting between his 
family and that of the Nabub, who was to be the 
purchaſer; and it was 4 grievous outrage on the inno- 
cent inhabitants of the Zemindary of Benares, to pro- 
ole putting them under æ perſon long before deſcribed 

» himſelf, to the Court of Directors, “ to want the 
« qualities of the head and heart requiſite for his 
cc ſtation ;” and in a letter from the Britiſh reſident at 
Oude, rranſmicred to the faid Court, repreſents him 
% to have whclly loſt, by his oppreſſions, the confidence 
& and affections of his own ſubjects ;” and whoſe dit- 
refles, and the krown diſorders in his. government, 
he, the ſaid Haſtings, = attribute ſolely to h.s own 
bad 
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bad conduct and evil character: admitting alſo in 2 
letter written to Edward Wheler, Eſq: and tranſmitted 
to the Court of Directors, that many circumſtances 
« did favour ſuſpicion of his (the ſaid Nabob's) fide- 
&« lity to the Engliſh intereſt, the Nabob being ſur- 
© rounded by men baſe in their characters, and im- 
& Provident in their underſtandings, his favourites and 
« his companions of his looſer hours. Theſe had 
te every cauſe to dread che effect of my influence on 
ce theirs ; and both theſe, and the relations of the fa- 
« mily, whoſe views of conſequence and power were 
& intercepted by our participation in the admin'ſtra- 
cc tion of his affairs, entertained a mortal hatred to 
& our nation, and openly avowed it.” And the ſaid 
Haſtings was well aware, that in caſe the Nabob, by 
him deſcribed in the manner aforeſaid, on making 
ſuch purchaſe, ſhould continue to obſerve the terms 
of his father's original covenants and engagements 
with the Rajah, and ſhould pay the Company the only 
tribute which he could lawfully exact from the ſaid 
Rajah; it was impoſſible that he could, for the mere 
naked and unprofitable rights of a ſovereignty para- 
mount, afford to offer ſo great a ſum as the Rajah 
did offer to the ſaid Haſtings, for his redemption from 
oppreſſion. Such an acquiſition to the Nabob (while 
he kept his faith) could not poſſibly be of any advan- 
tage whatever to him; and that therefore, if a great 
ſum was to be paid by the Nabob of Oude, it muſt 
be for the purpoſe of oppreſhon, and violation of 
public faith, to be perpetrated in the perſon of the 
laid Nabob, to an extent and in a manner which the 
ſaid Haltings was then apprehenſive he could not juſtify 
to the Court of Directors, as his own perſonal act. 
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A NT BE 


Expulſion of the Rajah of Benares. 


I, 
THAT the faid Warren Haſtings, being reſolved 


on the ruin of the Rajah aforeſaid, as a preliminary 
ſtep thereto, did, againſt the expreſs orders of the 
Court of Directors, remove Francis Fowke, Eſquire, 
the Company's reſident at the city of Benares, with- 
out any complaint, or pretence of complaint whatſo- 
ever, but merely on his own declaration, that he muſt 
have, as a reſident at Benares, a perſon of his own 
ſpecial and perſonal nomination and confidence, and 
not a man of the Company's nomination ; and in the - 
place of the ſaid Francis Fowke, thus illegally diveſted 
of his office, did appoint thereto another ſervant of 
the Company of his own choice. 


Il. 


That ſoon after he had removed the Company's re- 
ſident, he prepared for a journey to the upper pro- 
vinces, and particularly to Benares, in order to execute 
the wicked and perfidious deſigns by him before me- 
ditated and contrived; and although he did commu- 
nicate his purpoſe privately to ſuch perſons as he 
thought fit to entruſt therewith, he did not enter any 
thing on the. conſultations to that purpoſe, or record 
the principles, real or pretended, on which he had re- 
ſolved to act; nor did he ſtate any guilt in the Rajah 
which he intended to puniſh, or charge him, the ſaid 
Rajah, with entertaining any hoſtile intentions, the 
effects of which were to be prevented by any ſtrong 
meaſure ; but on the contrary, he did indullriouſly 
conceal his real defigns from the Court of Directors, 
and did fallaciouſly enter on the conſultations a mi- 


nute, declararatory of purpoſes wholly different there. 
G 2 from, 
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from, and which ſuppoſed nothing more than an ami- 
cable adjuſtment, founded on the treaties between the 
Company and the Rajah, inveſting himſelf by his ſaid 
minute with © full power and authority to form ſuch 
arrangements with the Rajah of Benares, for the 
&« better government and management of his Zemin- 
ce dary, and to perform ſuch acts for the improvement 
« of the intereſt which the Company poſſeſſcs in it, 
&« as he ſhall think fit and conſonant to the mutual en- 
ce gagements ſubſiting between the Company and the Ra- 
„ jab;” and for this and other purpoſes he did in- 
veſt himſelf with the whole power of the Council, 
giving to himſelf an authority, as if his acts had been 
the acts of the Council itſelf ; which, though a power 
of a dangerous, unwarrantable, and illegal extent, 
yet does plainly imply the following limits; namely, 
that the acts done ſhould be arranged 7vith the Rajah, 
that is, with his conſent; and, ſecondly, That they 
ſhould be conſonant to the actual engagements be- 
tween the parties; and nothing appears in the minute 
conferring the ſaid power, which did expreſs or imply 
any author.ty for depriving the Rajah of his govern- 
ment, or ſelling the ſovereignty thereof to his here- 
ditary enemy, or for the plunder of his tort treaſures, 


III. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having formed the 
plans aforeſaid, for the ruin of the Rajah, did ſet out 
on a journey to the city of Benares with a great train, 
but with a very ſmall force, not much exceeding ſix 
companies of regular black ſoldiers, to perpetrate 
ſome of the unjuſt and violent acts by him meditated 
and reſolved on: And the ſaid Haſtings was met, ac- 
cording to the uſage of diſtinguiſhed perſons in that 
country, by the Rajah of Benares, with a very great 
attendance, both in boats and on ſhore, which attend- 
ance he did apparently intend as a mark of honour 
and obſervance to the place and perion of the ſaid 
Haſtings, but which the ſaid Haſtings did afterwards 
groundleſsly and maliciouſly repreſent as an indication 
| of 
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of a deſign upon his life; and the ſaid Rajah came 
into the pinnace in which the ſaid Haltings was car- 
ried, and in a lowly and ſuppliant manner, alone, and 
without any guard or attendance whatſoever, entreat- 
ed his favour; and being received with great ftern- 
neſs and arrogance, he did put his turban in the lap 
of the ſaid Haſtings, thereby fignifying, that he 
abandoned his life and fortune to his diſpoſal, and 
then departed ; the ſaid Haſtings not apprehending, 
nor having any reaſon to apprehend, any violence whats 
ſoever to his perſon, 


IV. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, in the utmoſt ſecurity, and 
freedom from apprehenſion, did purſue his journey, 
and did arrive at the city of Benares on the 14th of 
Avguſt 1781, ſome hours before the Rijah, who, ſoon 
after his arrival, intended to pay him a viſit of honour 
and reſpect at his quarters, but was, by the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, rudely and inſolently forbid, until he ſhould re- 
ceive his permiſhon. And the ſaid Haſtings, although 
he had previouſly determined on the ruin of the ſaid 
Rajah, in order to afford ſome colour of regularity and 
juſtice to his proceedings, did, on the day after his ar- 
rival, that is, on the 15th day of Auguſt 1781, ſend to 
the Rajah a charge in writing, which, though informal 
and irregular, may be reduced to four articles, two 
general, and two more particular. The firſt of the 
general being, That he (the Rajah) had, by the 
© means of his ſecret agents, endeavoured to excite 
« diſorders in the government on which he depended ;” 
the ſecond, © That he had ſuffered the daily perpe- 
« tration of robberies and murders, even in the ſtreets 
© of Benares, to the great and public ſcandal of the 
* Engliſh name.” 


V. 


That it appears, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings is 
guilty of an high offence, contrary to the fundamental 


principles 
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principles of juſtice, in the ſaid mode of charging miſ- 
demeanors, without any ſpecification of perſon, or 
place, or time, or act, or any offer of ſpecification or 
' proofs by which the party charged may be enabled to 
refute the ſame, in order to unjuſtly load his repu- 
tation, and to prejudice him with regard to the articles 
more clearly ſpecified. 
VI. 

That the two ſpecified articles relate to certain de- 
lays : The firſt, with regard to the payment of the 
ſums of money unjuſtly extorted as aforeſaid ; and the 
ſecond, the non-compliance with a requiſition of ca- 
valry ; which non-compliance the faid Haſtings (even 
if the ſaid charges had been founded) did falſely, and 
in contradiction to all law, affirm and maintain (in his 
accuſation againſt the Rajah, and addreffing himſclf to 
him) © to amount to a direct charge of diſaffection and 
« 7fidelity to the government on which you depend.” 
And further proceeded as follows: I therefore judged 
« jt proper to ſtate them, (the ſaid charges) thus fully 
& to you in writing, and to require your anſwer ; and 
« this I expect immediately.” That the ſaid Haſtings 
ſtating his pretended facts to amount to a charge of the 
nature (as he would have it underſtood) of high treaſon; 
and therefore, calling for an immediate anſwer, did wil- 
fully act againſt the rules of natural juſtice, which re- 
quires that a convenient time ſhould be given to anſwer, 
proportioned to the greatneſs of the offence alledged, 
and the heavy penalties which attend it, and when he 
did arrogate to himſelf a right both to charge and to 
judge in his own perſon, he ought to have allowed the 
Rajah full opportunity for conferring wich his Mini- 
ters, his Doctors of Law, and his Accountants, on 
the facts charged, and on the criminality inferred in the 
ſaid accuſation of diſloyalty and diſaffection, or offences 
of that quality. 


VII. That 
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VII. 
That the ſaid Rajah did, under the preſſure of the 


diſadvantages aforeſaid, deliver in, upon the very even- 
ing of the day of the charge, a full. complete, and ſpe- 
cific anſwer to the two articles therein ipecified; and 
did alledge ard offer proof, that the whole of the ex- 
traordinary demands of the ſaid Hallings had been ac- 
tually long before pa'd and diſcharged ; and did ſtate 
a proper defence with regard to the cavalry, even ſup- 
poſing him bound (when he was not bound) to furniſh 
any. And the {.id Raj h did make a direct denial of the 
ruth of the two general articles, and did explain himſelf 
on the ſame in as ſatisfaftory a manner, and as fully 


as their nature could permit; offering to enter into im- 


mediate trial of the points in iſſue between him and the 
ſaid Haſtings, in the remarkable words following : 
« My enemies, with a view to my ruin, have made 
« falſc repreſentations to you. Now that, happily for 
& ze, you have yourſelf arrived at this place, you will 
« be able to aſcertain all the circumſtances; firſt, re- 
&« lative to the horſe; ſecondly, to my people going 
F to Calcutta; and, thirdly, the dates of the receipts 
ce of the particular ſums above- mentioned. You will 
ce then know whether | have amuſed you with a falſe 
ce repreſentation, or made a juſt report to you.“ And 
in the ſaid anſwer the ſaid Rajah complained, but in the 
moſt modeſt terms, of an injury to him of the moſt 
dangerous and crimi al nature in tranſactions of ſuch 
moment, namely, h's not receiving any anſwer to his 
letters and petitions; and concluded in the following 
words : © I have never ſwerved in the ſmalleſt degree 
from my duty to you. It remains with you to decide. 
© on all theſe matters. I am in every caſe your ſlave. 
« What is juſt I have repreſented to you. May your 
e proſperity increaſe !” 


VIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound, by the 
eſſential principles of natural juſtice, to attend to the 
claim made by the Rajah to a fair and impartial trial and 


enquiry 


| | 
: 
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enquiry into the matter of accuſation brought againſt 
him by the ſaid Haſtings, at a time and place which 
furniſhed all proper materials, and the preſence of all 
neceſſary witneſſes; but the ſaid Haſtings, inſtead of 
inſtituting the ſaid enquiry, and granting trial, did re- 
ceive an humble requeſt for juſticc from a great prince 
as a freſh offence, and as a perſonal inſult to himſelf ; 
and did conceive a violent paſſion of anger, and a ſtrong 
reſentment thereat, declaring, that he did conſider the 
faid anſwer as not only unſatisfactory in ſubſtance, but 
offenſive in ſtyle: © This anſwer you will perceive to 
« be not only unſatisfactory in ſubſtance, but offenſive 
« in ſtyle; and leſs a vindication of ' himſelf, than a 
« recrimination on me. It exprefſcs no concern for 
the caules of complaint contained in my letter, or 
« deſire to atone for them, nor the ſmalleſt intention to 
« purſue a different line of conduct: An anſwer couch- 
* ed nearly in terms of defiance to requiſitions of ſo ſe- 
46 rious a nature, I could not but conſider as a ftrong in- 
« dication of that ſpirit of independency which the Rajah 
* has for ſome years paſt aſſumed, and of which indeed 
* I had early obſerved other manifeſt ſymptoms, both 
* before and from the inſtznt of my arrival,” — Which 
repreſentation is altogether, and in all parts thereof, 
groundleſs and injurious; as the ſubſtance of the an- 
iwer is a juſtification proper to be pleaded, and the ſtyle 
if in any thing excep'10nable, it is in its extreme hu— 
mility, reſulting rather from an unmanly and abject 
ſpirir, than from any thing of an offenſive liberty ; 
but being received as difreſpe&tful by the ſaid Haſ- 
tings, it abundantly indicates the tyrannical arrogance 
of the ſaid Haſtings, and the depreſſion into which 
the natives are ſunk under the Britiſh Government. 


IX. 


T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, pretending to have 
been much alarmed at the offenſive language of the 
ſaid Rajah's defence, and at certain appearances of in- 
dependency which he had obſerved, not only on former 


occaſions, but fince his arrival at Benares (where he 
had 
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had been but little more than one day) and which ap- 
pearances he never has ſpecified in any one inſtance, 
did afl-rt that he conceived himſelf indiſpenſably 
obliged to adopt ſome decifive plan; and without any 
further enquiry or conſultation (which appears) with 
any perſon, did at ten o'clock of the very night on 
which he received the before- mentioned full and fatis- 
factory, as well as ſubmiſhve anſwer, ſend an order to 
the Britiſh Reſident (then being a public Miniſter re- 

reſenting the Britiſh Government at the Court of the 
ſaid Rajah, and as ſuch bound by the law of nations to 
reſpect the Prince at whoſe Court he was Refident, and 
not to attempt any thing againſt his perſon or ſtate z 
and who ought not therefore to have been choſen by the 
ſaid Haſtings, and compelled to ſerve in that bulineſs) 
that he ſhould on the next morning ar:eſt the ſaid Prince 
in his palace, and keep him in his cuſtody until further 
orders; which ſaid order being conceived in the moſt 
peremptory terms, the Rajah was put under arreſt, with 
a guard of about 30 orderly Sepoys, with their ſwords 
drawn: And the particulars thereof were reported to 
him as follows: 


« Honourable Sir, 


« this morning, in obedience to your orders of laſt 
© night, proceeded with a few of my orderliers, ac- 
« companied by Lieutenant Stalker, to Shewalla 
« Ghaut, the preſent reſidence of Rajah Cheit Sing, and 
% acquainted him it was your pleaſure he, ſhould con- 
« fider himſelf in arreſt ; that he, ſhould order his peo- 
4% ple to behave in a quiet and orderly manner, for 
& that any attempt zo reſcue him would be attended with his 
« own deſtruction. The Rajah ſubmitted quietly to the ar- 
c reſt, and aſſured me, that whatever were your orders, 
© he was ready implicitly to obey : He hoped that 
% you would allow him a ſub/iſtence ; but as for bis Ze- 
« mindary, his forts, and his treaſure, he was ready to lay 
ic them at your feet, and his life if required. He expreſ\- 
« ſed himſelf much hurt at the ignominy which he af- 
„ firmed muſt be the os of his confinement ; 

| | « and 
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* and intreated me to return to you with the forego- 
ing ſubmiſſion, hoping that you would make al- 
e lowances for his youth and inexperience, and in con- 
* fideration of his father's name releaſe him from his 
« confinement, as ſoon as he ſhould prove the fincerity 
« of his offers, and himſelf deſerving of your compaſ- 
* fion and forgiveneſs,” 


* 


That a further order was given, that every ſervant 
of the Rajah's ſhould be diſarmed, and a certain number 
only left to attend him, under a ſtrict watch. In a 
quarter of an hour after this converſation, two com- 
panies of grenadier Sepoys were ſent to the Rajah's pa- 
Jace by the ſaid Haſtings ; and the Rajah being diſ- 
mayed by this unexpected and unprovoked treatment, 
wrote two ſhort letters or petitions to the ſaid Haſtings, 
under the greateſt apparent dejection at the outrage 
and diſhoneur he had ſuffered in the eyes of his ſubjects, 
all impriſonment of perſons of rank being held in that 
country as a mark of indelible infamy, and he alſo in 
all probability conſidering his impriſonment as a pre- 
lude to the taking away his life; and in the firſt of the 
ſaid petitions he did expreſs himſelf in this manner : 
& Whatever may be your pleaſure, do it with your 
« own hands, I am your ſlave, What occaſion can 
tc there be fora gaurd! And in the other, “my ho- 
ce nour was beſtow'd upon me by your Highneſs, It 
c depends on you alone to take away, or not to take 
& away the country out of my hands. In caſe my ho- 
c nour is not left to me, how ſhall I be equal to the 
© buſineſs of the Government? whoever, with his 
« hands in a ſupplicating poſture, is ready with his 
« life and property, what neceſſity can there be for him 
© to be dealt with in this way?“ | 


XI. 


That according to the ſaid Haſtings's narrative of 
this tranaction, he, (the ſaid Haſtings) on account of 
| the 
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the apparent deſpondency in which theſe letters were 
written, “ thought in neceſſary to give him ſome 
« encouragement ;” and therefore wrote him a note of 
a few lines, careleſsly and haughtily expreſſed, and 
little calculated to relieve- him from his uneaſineſs, 
promiſing to ſend him a perſon to explain particulars ; 
and deſiring him “ to ſet his mind at reſt, and not to 
© conceive” any terror or apprehenſion.” To which 
an anſwer of great humility and dejection was re- 
ceived, 8 


XII. 


That the report of the Rajah's arreſt did cauſe a 
great alarm in the city, in the ſuburbs of which the 
Rajah's palace is ſituated, and in the adjacent country. 
The people were filled with diſmay and anger at the 
| outrage and indignity offered to a prince under whoſe 
government they enjoyed much eaſe and happineſs. 
Under theſe circumſtances the Rajah defired leave to 
perform. his ablutions ; which was refuſed, unleſs he 
ſent for water, and performed that ceremony on the 
ſpot. This he did. And ſoon after ſome of the peo- 
ple, who now began to ſurround the palace in conſide- 
rable numbers, attempting to force their way into the 
palace a Britiſh officer commanding the guard upon 
the Rajah ſtruck one of them with his ſword. The 
people grew more and more irritated ; but a meſſage 
being ſent from the Rajah to appeaſe them, they conti- 
nued, on this interpoſition, for a while quiet. Then the 
Rajah retired to a ſort of ſtone pav lion or baſtion, to 
perform his dt votions, the guard of Sepors attending 
him in this act of religion. In the mean time a per- 
ſon of the meaneſt ſtation, called a Chubdar, at the 
beſt anſwering to our common Beadle or Tipſtaff, was 
ſent with a meſſage (of what nature dots not appear) 
ſrom Mr. Haſtings or the reſident, to the prince under 
arreſt ; and this baſe perſon without regard to the rank 
of the priſoner, or to his then occupation, adreſſed him 
in a rude boiſterous manner, © paſſionately and 
„ inſultingly,” (as the ſaid Rajah has without contra- 
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tion aſſerted © and reviling him with a loud voice; 
t gave both him and his people the vileſt abuſe ;” and 
the manner and matter being obſervable and audible to 
the multitude, divided only by an open ſtone lattice 
from the ſcene within, a firing commenced from 
without the palace: on which the Rajah again interpo- 
ſed and did what in him lay to ſuppreſs the tumult, un- 
til an Engliſh officer, ſtriking him with his ſword, and 
wounding him on the hand, the people no longer kept 
any meaſures, but broke through tne incloſure of ho 
palace. The inſolent Tipſtaff was firſt cut down, and 
the multitude falling upon the Sepoys and Engliſh of- 
ficers, the whole, or nearly the whole, were cut to pie- 
ces; the ſoldiers having been ordered to that ſervice 
without any charges for their pieces. And in this tu- 
mult the Rajah, being juſtly fearful of falling into the 
hands of the ſaid Haſting, did make his eſcape over 
the walls of his palace, by means of a rope, formed of 
his turbans tied together, in a boat upon the river, 
and from thence into a place of ſecurity ; abandoning 
many of his people to the diſcretion of the ſaid Ha- 
ſtings, who did cauſe the ſaid palace to be occupied by 
a company cf ſoldiers, after the flight of the Rajah, 


XIII, 


That the Rajah, as ſcon as he had arrived at a 
lace of refuge, did, on the very day of his flight, 
d a ſuppliant letter to the ſaid Haſtings, filled with 
expreſſions uf concern (affirmed by the ſaid Haſtings 
to be ſlight expreſſions) for what had happened, and 
profeſſions (ſaid by the ſaid Haſtings to be indifinite 
and unapplied} of fidelity: But the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, though bound by his duty to hear the ſaid Ra- 
Jah, and to prevent extremities if poſſible, being filled 
with inſolence and malice, did not think it“ becoming 
& of him to make any reply to it; and that he thought 
© he ordered the bearer of the letter to be told that it 
** required none. | 


XIV, That 
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XIV. 


That this letter of ſubmiſſion having been received, 
the ſaid Rajah not diſcouraged or provoked from uſing 
every attempt towards peace and reconciliation, did 
again apply, on the very morning following, to Rich- 
ard Johnſon, Eſquire, for his interpoſition, but to no 
purpoſe ; and did likewiſe, with as little effect ſend a 
meſſage to Canta Babi, native ſteward and confiden- 
tial agent of the ſaid Haſtings, which was afterwards re- 
duced into writing, “ to exculpate himſelf from any 
ce concern in what had paſſed, and to profeſs his obedi- 
* ence to his will (Haſtings's) in whatever way he ſhould 
c dictate,” But the ſaid Haſting, for ſeveral falſe and 
contradictory reaſons by him affigned, did not take any 
advantage of the ſaid opening, attributing the ſame to 
artifice, in order to gain time; but inſtead of accept- 
ing the ſaid ſubmiſſions, he did reſolve upon flight 
from the city of Benares, and did ſuddenly fly there- 
from in great confuſion, 


XV. 


That the ſaid Haſtings did perſevere in his reſolutions 
not to liſten to any fobrniffion, or offer of accommo- 
dation whatſoever, though ſeveral were afterwards 
made through almoſt every perſon who might be ſup- 

ſed to have influence with him, but did cauſe the Ra- 


jah's troops to be attacked and fallen upon, though 


they only acted on the defenſive (as the Rajah has with- 
out contradiction afferted) and thereby, and by his pre- 
ceding refuſal of propoſitions of the ſame nature, and 
by other his perfidious, unjuſt and tyrannical acts, 
by him perpetrated and done, and by his total impro- 
vidence in not ta ing one rational ſecurity whatſoever 
againſt the inevitable conſequences of thoſe acts, did 
make himſelf guilty of all the mutual ſlaughter and 
devaſtation which enſued, as well as, in his opinion, 
of the imminent danger of the total ſubverſion of the 
Britiſh power in India, by the riſque of his own per- 
ſon, which he aſſerts that it did run; as alſo, „that 


« it 
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« jt ought not to be thought that he attributed too 
* much conſequence to his perſonal ſafety, when he 
*« ſuppoſed rhe fate of the Britiſh empire in India con- 
ec netted with it; and that, mean as its ſubſtance may 
be, its accidental qualities were equivalent to thoſe 
cc which, like the characters of a Taliſman in the Ara- 
« bian Mythology, formed the eſſence of the ſtate itſelf, 
s repreſentation, title, and the efimate of the public 
* opinion. That had he fallen, ſuch a ſtroke would 
* be univerſally conſidered as deciſive of the national 


« fate, Every ſtate round it would have ſtarted inte 


« arms againſt it; and every ſubjeft of its own dominion 
te would according to their ſeveral abilities, have become 
« its enemy.” And that he knew, and has declared, 
that though the ſaid ſtroke was not ſtruck, great con- 
vulſions did actually enſue from his proceedings. 
That half the province of Oude was in a ſtate of as 
% compleat rebellion as that of Benares;” and that 
_ invaſions, tumults and inſurrections, were occaſioned 
thereby in various other parts. 


NI. 


| That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had col- 
lected his forces from all quarters, did with little difficul- 
ty or bloodſhed ſubſequent to that time, on the part of 
his troops, and in a few days, entirely reduce the ſaid 
province of Benares : and did, after the ſaid ſhort, and 
little-refiſted hoſtility, in cold blood, iſſue an order for 
burning a certain town, in which he accuſed the people 
at large of having killed, “upon what provocation he 
c knows not,” certain wounded Sepoys who were priſo- 
ners, ; which orders, being generally given, when it was 
his duty to have made ſome enquiry concerning the 
particular offenders, but which he did never make or 


cauſe to made, was cruel, inhuman, and tended to 


the deſtruction of the revenues of the company; and 
that this, and other acts of devaſtation, did cauſe the 
loſs of two months of the collections. 


XVII. That 


1 
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XVII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only refuſe 
the ſubmiſſions of the ſaid Rajah, which were frequent- 
ly repeated through various perſons after he had leſt 
Benares, and even after the defeat of certain of the 
company's forces, but did preſcr:be and except him 
from the pardons which he iſſued after he had ſatis- 
fied his vengeance on the province of Benares. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſend to a certain 
caſtle called Bidgigur, the reſidence of a perſon of high 
rank, called Pauna, the mother of the Rajah of Benares, 
with whom his wife, a woman deſcribed by the ſaid 
Haſtings © to be of an amiable character;“ and all the 
other women of the Rajah's family, and the ſurvivors of 
the family of his father Bulwant Sing, a body of troops 
to diſpoſſeſs them of her ſaid refidence, and to ſeize up- 
on her money and effects, although ſhe did not ſtand, 
even by himſelf, accuſed of any offence whatſoever ; 
pretending, but not proving, and not attempting to 
prove, then nor ſince, that the Treaſures therein con- 
tained were the property of the Rajah, and not her 
own; and did, in order to ſtimulate the Britiſh ſoldiery 
to rapine and outrage, iſſue to them ſeveral barbarous 
orders, contrary to the practice of civilized nations, re- 
lative to their property, moveable and immoveable, at- 
tended with unworthy and unbecoming menaces, 
highly offenſive to the manners of the eaſt, and the 

articular reſpect there paid io the female ſex; wh.ch 
e and orders, as well as the letters which he had 
received from the officers c ncerned, the ſaid Haſtings 
did unlawfully ſuppreſs, until forced, by the diſputcs 
between him and the ſaid officers, to diſcover the tame; 
and the ſaid orders are as follow: 

«© ] am this inſtant favoured with yours of yeſterday. 
« Mine of the ſame date (22d October 1781) has be- 
« fore this time acquainted you with my reſolutions 
« and ſentiments reſpecting the Rannee (the — 
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cc of the Rajah Cheit Sing) I think every demand ſhe 
* has made to you, except that of ſafety and reſpect 
“ for her perſon, is unreaſonable. If the reports 
brought to me are true, your rejefting her offers, or any 
«© negoctations with her, would ſoon obtain your poſſeſ- 
« fion of the fort upon your own terms. I apprehend 
ce that ſhe will contrive zo defraud the raptors of a conſi- 
* derable part of the booty, by being ſuffered to retire with- 
& out examination. But this is your conſideration, and not 
« mine. I ſhould be very ſorry that your officers and ſoldiers 
« [:fl any part of the reward to which they are ſo well eu- 
* fitled; but] cannot make any objection, as you muſt 
ebe the beſt judge of the expediency of the promiſed 
& indulgence of the Rannee. What you have engaged 
„ for, I will certainly ratify ; but as to permitting the 
% Ranneze to hold the Purgunnah of Hurluk, or any 
ce other in the Zemindary, without being ſubject to the 
« awihority of the Zemindar, or any lands whatever, 
er indeed making any conditions with ber for à proviſion, 
Iwill never conſent to it.” And in another letter to the 
fame pe. ſon, dated Benares 3d of November 1781, in 
which he the ad Haſtings conſents that the ſaid woman 
of diſtinction ſhould be allowed to evacuate the place, 
and to receive protection, he did expreſs himſelf as fol- 
lows: I am willing to grant her now the ſame condi- 
tions to which I at firſt conſented; provided that 
* ſhe delivers into your poſſeſſion, within twenty-four 
« hours from the time of receiving your meſſage, the 
« fort of B dzigurr, with the treaſure and effects lod- 
« ged therein by Cheit Sing, or any of his adherents, 
& with the reſerve only, as abovementioned, of ſuch 
ce articles as you hall think neceſſary 10 ker ſex and condi- 
« tion, or as you ſhall be diſpoſed of youre to indulge 
«* her with. It ſhe complies, as I expect ſhe will, it 
“ will be your part to ſecure the fort, and the proper- 
ty it contains, for ze benefit of yourſelf and detachment. 
have only further to requeſt that you will grant an 
* eſcort, if Pauna ſhould require it, to conduct her 
“ here, or wherever ſhe may chooſe to retire to. But 
* ſhould ſhe refuſe to execute the promiſe ſhe has 
„made, or delay it beyond the term of 24 hours, it is my 


« pofittve 
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ie pgſetive injunction that you immediately put a ſtop to 
*© any further intercourſe or — with her, and 


© on no pretext renew it. If ſhe diſappoints or rifles 
cc with me, after I have ſubjected my Duan to the diſ- 


e grace of returning ineffectually, and of courſe myſelf 
te to diſcredit, I ſhall conſider it as a wanton affront and 
cc indignity which I can never forgive, nor will I grant her 
c any conditions whatever, but leave her expoſed to 
te thoſe dangers which ſhe has choſen to riſque, rather 
c than truſt to the clemency and generoſity of our go- 
&© yernment. I think /be cannot be ignorant of theſe con- 
& ſequences, and will not venture to incur them z, and it is 
* for this reaſon I place a dependence on her offers, 
% and have conſented to ſend my Duan to her.“ 


XIX, 


That the caſtle aforeſaid being ſurrendered upon 
terms of ſafety, and on expreſs condition of not at- 
tempting to ſearch their perſons, the women of rank 
- aforeſaid; their female relations, and female dependants, 
to the number of three hundred, beſides children, eva- 
cuated the ſaid caſtle ; but the ſpirit of rapacity bein 
excited by the letters and other proceedings of the ſaid 
Haſtings, the capitulation was ſhamefully and outrage- 
ouſly broken; and in deſpite of the endeavours of the 
commanding officer, the {aid women of high condition, 
and their female dependants, friends, and ſervants, were 
plundered of the effects they carried -with them, and 
which were reſerved to them in the capitulation of their 
fortreſs, and ih their perſons were otherwiſe rudely and 
inhumanly dealt with, by the licentious followers of 
the camp; for which outrages, repreſented to the ſaid 
Haſtings with great concern by the commanding officer, 
Major Popham, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did afterwards 
recommend a late and fruitleſs redreis. 


XX, 


That the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, in 


exciting the hopes of _ military, by declaring how | 
ö toe 
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well entitled to the plunder of the fortreſs aforeſaid, the 
reſidence of the mother and other women of the Rajah 
of Benares, and by wiſhing the troops to ſecure the 
ſame for their own benefit, did adviſe and act in direct 
contradiction to the orders of the Court of Directors, and 
to his own opinion of his public duty, as well as to the 
truth and reality thereof ; he having ſome years before 
entered in writing the declaration which follows: 
« The very idea of prize money ſuggeſts to my remem- 
tc brance the former diſorders which aroſe in our army from 
cc this ſource, and had almoſt proved fatal to it. Of this 
« circumſtance you muſt be ſufficiently apprized, and 
© of the neceſlity for diſcouraging every expectation of 
« this kind amongſt the troops —? is to be avoided like 
© poiſon. The bad effects of a fimilar meaſure were 
© but too plainly felt in a former period, and our 
c honourable maſters did not fail on that occafion to 
ce reprobate with their cenſure, in the moſt ſevere terms, 
c a practice which they regarded as the ſource of in- 
& finite evils; and which, if eſtabliſhed, would, in 
cc their judgment, neceſſarily bring corruption and ruin 
« on their army.“ 


XXI. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, after he had given the licence 
aforeſaid, and that in conſequence thereof the booty 
found in the caſtle, to the amount of 23, 27, 813 cur- 
rent rupees, | about . 240,000] was diſtributed among 
the ſoldiers employed in its reduction, did retract his 
declaration of right, and his permiſſion to the ſoldiers 
to appropriate to themſelves the plunder ; and endea- 
voured by various devices and artifices to explain the 
ſame away, and to recover the ſpoil aforeſaid for the 
uſe of the company; and wholly failing in his attempts 
to reſume, by a breach of faith with the foldiers, what 
he had unlawfully diſpoſed of by a breach of duty to his 
conſtituents, he attempted to obtain the ſame as a loan, 
in which attempt he alſo failed; and the aforeſaid 
money being the only part of the treaſures belonging 
to the Rajah, or any of his family, that had been 

- found, 
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ſound, he was altogether fruſtrated in the acquiſition 
| of every part of that diſhonourable object, which alone 

he pretended to and purſued through a long ſeries of 
. | acts of injuſtice, inhumanity, oppreſſion, violence, and 
bloodſhed, at the hazard of. his perſon and reputation, | 
: and, in his own opinion, at the riſk of the total ſub- 
; verſion of the Britith empire. | 


XXII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the commiſſion \ 
of the offences aforeſaid, being well aware that he 
ſhould be called to an account for the fame, did, by 
the evil council and agency of Sir Elijah Impey, | 
Knight, his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice, who was then | 
out of the limits of his juriſdiction, cauſe to be taken 
at Benares, before or by the ſaid Sir Elijah Impey, and | 
through the intervention, not ot the Company's Inter- \4 
preter, but ot a certain private Interpreter of his, the 
ſaid Haſtings's, own appointment, and a dependant on 
him, called Major Davy, ſeveral declarations and de- 
poſitions by natives of Hindoſtan, and did alſo cauſe | 
to be taken before the ſaid Sir Elijah Impey, ſeveral 
atteſtations in Engliſh, made by Britiſh ſubjects, and 
which were afterwards tranſmitred to Calcutta, and 
laid before the Council General, ſome ot which depo- 
ſitions were upon oath, ſume upon honour, and others 
neither upon oath nor honour, but all or moſt of which 
were of an irregular and irrelevant nature, and not fit 
or decent to be taken by a Britiſh magiſtrate, or to be 
tranſmitted to a Britiſh government. 


XXIII. 


That one of the ſaid atteſtations (but not on oath) 
was made by a principal Miniſter of the Nabob of 
Oude, to whom the ſaid Haſtings had ſome time before 
propoſed to ſell the ſovereignty of that very territory of 
Benares ; and that one other atteſtation (not upon oath) | 
was made by a native woman of diſtinction, whole 
ſon he, the ſaid Haſtings, did actually promote to the 

12 govern- 
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government of Benares, vacated by the unjuſt expul- 
ſion of the Rajah aforeſaid, and who in her depoſition 
did declare, that ſhe conſidered the expelled Rajah as 
her enemy ; and that he never did conter with her, or 
ſuffer her to be acquainted with any of his deſigns. 


XXIV. 


That befides the depoſitions of perſons intereſted in 
the ruin of the Rajah, others were made by perſons 
who then received penſions from him the ſaid Haſtings; 
and ſeveral of the affidavits were made by perſons of 
mean condition, and ſo wholly illiterate as not to be 
able to write their names. | | 


XXV. 


That he, the ſaid Haſtings, did alſo cauſe to be 
examined, by various proofs and eſſays, the reſult of 
which was delivered in upon honour, the quality of 
certain military ſtores, taken by the Britiſh troops from 
the ſa d Rajah of Benares; and upon the report that the 
ſame were of a good quality, and executed by perſons 
converſant in the making of good military ſtores, al- 
though the cannon was ſtated by the ſame authority 
to be bad, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, from the 
report aforeſaid, did maliciouſly, and contrary to the 
principles of natural and legal reaſon, infer that the 
inſurrection which had been raiſed by his own violence 
and oppreſſion, and rendered for a time ſucceſsful by 
his own improvidence, was the confequence of a pre- 
meditated deſign to overturn the Britiſh empire in 
India, and to exterminate therefrom the Britiſh nation ; 
which deiign, if it had been true, the ſaid Haſtings 
might haye known, or rationally conjectured, and ought 
to have provided againſt. And if the faid Haſtings 
had received any credible information of ſuch deſign, 
it was his duty to lay the ſame before the Council Board, 
and io ſtate the ſame to the Rajah when he was in a con- 
dition to have given an anſwer thereto, or to obſerve 
thercon ; and not, after he had proſcribed and driven 


him 


* the time that he formed his deſign of ſeizing upon the 
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him from his dominions, to have enquired into offences 
to juſtify the previous infliction of puniſhment, 


XXVI. 


That it does not appear that in taking the ſaid de- 

fitions there was any perſon preſent on the part of 
the Rajah to object to the competence, or credibility, 
or relevancy of any of the ſaid affidavits, or other at- 
teltations, or to account, otherwiſe than as the ſaid 
deponents did account, for any of the facts therein 
ſtated ; nor were any copies thereof ſcnt to the ſaid 
Rajah, although the Company had a Miniſter at the 
place of his reſidence, namely, in the camp of the 
Mahratta Chief Scindia, ſo as to enable him to tranſ- 
mit to the Company any matters which might induce 
ar enable them to do juſtice to the injured Prince afore- 
ſaid. And it does not appear that the ſaid Haſtings 
has ever produced any witneſs, letter, or other docu- 
ment, tending to prove that the ſaid Rajah ever did 
carry an any haſtile negociation whatever with any of 
thoſe powers with whom he was charged with a con- 
ſpiracy againſt the Company, previous to the period of 
the ſaid Haſtings's having arreſted him in his palace, 
although he the ſaid Haſtings had various agents at 
the Courts of all thoſe Princes ; and that a late princi- 
pal agent and near relation of a Miniſter of one of 
them, the Rajah of Berar, called Benaram Pundit, was, 
at the time of the tumult at Benares, actually with the 
ſaid Haſtings, and the ſaid Benaram Pundit was by 
him highly applauded for his zeal and fidelity, and was 
therefore by him rewarded with a large penſion on thoſe 
very revenues which he had taken from the Rajah Cheyt 
Sing; and if ſuch a conſpiracy had previouſly exiſted 
the Mahratta Miniſter aforeſaid muſt have known, an 
would have atteſted it, ; 


| XXVII. 
That it appears that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at 


treaſures 
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treaſures of the Rajah of Benares, and of depoſing him, 
did not believe him guilty of that premedi tated pro- 
ject for driving the Engliſh out of India, with which 
he afterwards thought fit to charge him, or that he was 
really guilty of any other great offence; becauſe he 
has cauſed it to be depoſed, that if the ſaid Rajah 
ſhould pay the ſum of money by him exacted, © he 
« would ſettle his Zemindary upon him on the moſt 
< eligible fooiting:” Whereas, if he had conceived 
him to have entertained traiterous deſigns againſt the 
Company, from whom he held his tributary eſtate, or 
had been otherwiſe guilty of ſuch enormous offences 
as to make it neceſſary to take extraordinary methods 
for coercing him, it would not have been proper for 
him to ſettle upon ſuch a traitor and criminal the Ze- 
mindary of Benares, or any other territory, upon the 
moſt eligible, or upon any other footing whatever ; 
whereby the ſaid Haſtings has by his own ſtating de- 
monſtrated, that the money intended to have been ex- 
ated was not as a puniſhment for crimes, but that the 
crimes were pretended, for the purpoſe of exacting 
money. 


XXVIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to juſtify 
the acts of violence aforeſaid to the Court of Directors, 
did aſſert certain falſe facts, known by him to be ſuch, 
and did draw from them certain falſe and dangerous 
inferences, utterly ſubverſive of the rights of the 
Princes and ſubjects dependent on the Britiſh nation 
in India, contrary to the principles of all juſt govern- 
ment, and highly diſhonourable to that of Great Bri- 
tain ; namely, that the“ Rajah of Benares was not a 
c yaſlal or tributary Prince; and that the deeds which 
& paſſed between him and the Board upon the transfer 
« of the Zemindary in 1775, were not to be under- 
« ſtood to bear the quality and force of a treaty upon 
optional conditions between equal ſtates; that the 
pay ments to be made by him were not a tribute, but 
« a rent; and that the inſtruments by which his terri- 
„ tories were conveyed to him did not differ from 

common 
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tc common grants to Zemindars, who were merely ſub. 
te jects; but that being nothing more than a common 
« Zemindar and mere ſubject, and the Company hold- 
ing the acknowledged rights of his former ſovereign, 
« held an abſolute authority over him; that in the 
« known relations of Zemindar to the ſovereign au- 
« thority or power delegated by it, he owed a perſonal 
ce allegiance, and an implicit and unreſerved obedience 
« to that authority, at the forfeiture of bis Zemindary, 
c g even of his life and property.” Whereas the 
ſaid Haſtings did well know, that whether the pay- 
ments from the Rajah were called rent or tribute, hav- 
ing been frequently by himſelf called the one and the 
other, and that of whatever nature the inſtruments by 
which he held might have been, he did not conſider 
him as a common Zemindar or Landholder, but as far 
independent as a tributary Prince could be; for he did 
aſſign as a reaſon for receiving his rent rather within 
the Company's province than in his own capital, that 
it would not © fruſtrate the intention of rendering the 
« Rajah independent; that if a Reſident was appointed 
e to receive the money as it became due at Benares, 
& ſuch a Reſident would unavoidably acquire an influ- 
« ence over the Rajah and over his country, which 
« would in effect render him the maſter of both; that 
te this conſequence might not perhaps be brought 
completely to paſs without a ſtruggle, and many 
« appeals to the Council, which, in a government 
&« conſtituted like this, cannot fail to terminate againſt 
« the Rajah, and by the conſtruction to which his 
„ oppolition to the agent would be liable, might 
« eventually draw on him ſevere reſtrictions, and end 
© iz reducing him to the mean and depraved ſtate of a 
« Zemindar.” 


XXIX. 


And the ſaid Haſtings, in the ſaid minute of con- 
ſultation, having enumerated the frauds, embezzle- 
ments, and oppteſſions which would enſue from the 
Rajah's being in the dependent ſtate atorefaid ; and 

having 
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having obviated all apprehenſions, from giving to him 
the implied ſymbols of dominion, did aſſert, “ that 
« without ſuch appearance, he would expect from every 
change of government additional demands to be 
* made upon him; and would of courſe deſcend to all 
* the arts of intrigue and concealment practiſed by 
c other dependent Rajahs, which would keep him 
« indigent and weak, and eventually prove hurtful to 
© the Company. But that by proper encouragement 
« and protection; he might prove a profitable depen- 
« dant, an uſeful barrier, and even a powerful ally to 
«© the Company; but that he would be neither, if the 
« conditions of his connection with the Company were 
« left open to future variations,” 
XXX. 

That if the fact had been true, that the Rajah of 
Benares was merely an eminent Landholder, or any 
other ſubject, the wicked and dangerous doctrine afore- 
ſaid, namely, that he owed a perſonal allegiance, and 
« an 1mplicit and unreſerved obedience to the ſovereign 
tc authority, at the forfeiture of his Zemindary, and 
<« even of his life and property, at the diſcretion of thoſe 
cc who held, or fully repreſented, the ſovereign autho- 
ce rity,” doth leave ſecurity neither for life nor proper- 
ty to any perfons reſiding under the Company's pro- 
tection; and no ſuch powers, nor any powers of that 
nature, have been delegated to the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


tings, by any proviſions of the Act of Parliament ap- 
inting a Governor General and Council at Fort 


William in Bengal. 
XXXI. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo advance 
another dangerous and pernicious principle, in juſtifi- 
cation of his violent, arbitrary, and iniquitous actings 
aforelaid ; namely, “that if he had acted with an un- 
« warrantable rigour, and even injuſtice towards Cheyt 


« Sing, yet, firſt, if he did belicve that extraordinary 
* means 
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means were neceſſary, and thoſe exerted with a ſtrong 
hand, to preſerve the Company's intereſts from ſink- 
ing under the accumulated weight that oppreſſed 
them; or, ſecondly, if he ſaw a political neceſſity for 
curbing the overgrown power of a great member of 
their dominion, and to make 1t contribute to the 
relief of their preſſing exigencies; that his error 
would be — as prompted by an exceſs of 
zeal for their (the Company's) intereſt, operating 
with too ſtrong a bias on his judgment; but that 
much ſtronger is the preſumption that ſuch acts 
are founded on juſt principles, than that they are 
the reſult of a miſguided judgment.” That the ſaid 


doctrines are, in both the members thereof, ſubverſive 
of all the principles of juſt government, by empower- 
ing a Governor with delegated authority in the firſt 
cate, on his own private belief concerning the neceſſities 
of the ſtate, not to levy an impartial and equal rate of 
taxation ſuitable to the circumſtances of the ſeveral 
members of the community, but to ſelect any indivi- 
dual from the ſame as an object of arbitrary and unmea- 
ſured impoſition; and, in the ſecond caſe, enabling the 
ſame Governor, on the ſame arbitrary principles, to 
determine whoſe property ſhould be conſidered as over- 
grown, and to reduce the ſame at his pleaſure. 


END OF PART 1 
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NT . 
Second Revolution in Benares. 


# : 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had, 


in the manner aforeſaid, unjuſtly and violently ex- 

lled the Rajah Cheyt Sing, che Lord or Zemindar of 

nares, from his ſaid Lordſhip or Zemindary, did, of 
his own mere uſurped authority, and without any 
communication with the other members of the Council 
of Calcutta, appoint another perſon, of the name 
of Mehip Narrain, a deſcendant by the mother from 
the late Rajah Bulwant Sing, to the government of 
Benares; and, on account or pretence of his youth 
and inexperience (the ſaid Mehip Narrain not being a- 
bove twenty years old) did appoint his father Durbege 
Sing to act as his repreſentative or adminiſtrator of his 
affairs ; but did give a controlling authority to the Bri- 
tiſh Reſident over both, notwithſtanding his declarati- 
ons before-mentioned of the miſchiefs likely to happen 
to the ſaid country from the eſtabliſhment of a Reſi- 
dent, and his opinion fince declared, in a letter to - 
the Court of Directors, dated from this very place 
(Benares) the iſt of October 1784, to the ſame or 
ſtronger effect, in caſe © agents are ſent into the coun- 
te try, and armed with authority for the purpoſes of 
« yengeance and corruption, for to no other will they be 
6: applied.” 


II. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſame 
uſurped authority, entirely ſet aſide all the agreements 
made between the late Rajah and the Company (which 
were real agreements with the ſtate of Benares, in the 
perſon of the Lord or Prince thereof, and his heirs ;) 
and without any form of trial, inquiſition, or other le- 

gal 
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gal proceſs, for forfeiture of the privileges of the 
people to be governed by Magiſtrates of their own, 
and according to their natural laws, cuſtoms, and uſages, 
did, contrary to the ſaid agreement, ſeparate the mint 
and the criminal juſtice from the ſaid government, and 
did veſt the mint in the Britiſh Reſident, and the crimi- 
nal juſtice in a Mihommedan native of his own appoint- 
ment: and did enhance the tribute to be paid from the 
province from 250,000l. annually, limited by treaty, 
to three hundred and thirty thouſand pounds for the 
firſt year, and to four hundred thouſand for every year 
after; and did compel the admin ſtrator afore ſaid 
(father to the Rajah} to agree to the ſame; and did, 
by the ſame uſurped authority, illegally impoſe, and 
cauſe to be levied, ſundry injudicious and oppreſſive 
duties on goods and merchandize, which did greatly 
impair the trade of the province, and threaten the 
utter ruin thereof; and did charge ſeveral penſions 
on the ſaid revenues, of his own mere authority; 
and did fend and keep up various bodies . of the 
Company's troops in the ſaid country; and did perform 
ſundry other acts, with regard to the ſaid territory, in 
total ſubverſion of the rights of the ſovereign and the 
people, and ia violation ot the treaties and agreements 
aforeſaid. | 


III. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings being abſent, on ac- 
count of ill health, from the Preſidency of Calcutta, 
at a place called Nia Serai, about forty miles diſtant 
therefrom, did carry on a ſecret correſpondence with 
the Reſident at Benares, and, under colour that the in- 
ſtalments for the new rent or tribute were in arrear, did, 
of his own authority, make, in about one year, a ſecond 
revolution in the government of the territory aforeſaid ; 
and did order and direct that Durbege Sing aforeſaid, 


father of the Rajah, and adminiſtrator of his authority, 


ſhould be deprieved of his office and of his lands, and 
thrown into priſon; and dia threaten him with death, 
although he, the taid Warren Haſtings, had, at the 

K 2 | time 
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time of the making his new arrangement, declared 
himſelf ſenſible that the rent aforeſaid might require a- 
batement; although he was well apprized that the ad- 
miniſtrator had been for two months of his adminiſtra- 
tion in a weak and languid ſtate of body, and wholly 
incapable of attending to the buſineſs of the collections: 
though a conſiderable drought had prevailed in the ſaid 
province, and did conſequently affect the regularity 
and produce of the collections; and though he had 
other ſufficient reaſon to believe that the ſaid admini- 
ſtrator had not himſelf received from the collectors of 
government, and the cultivators of the ſoil, the rent 
in arrear; yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without 
any known proceſs, or recording any anſwer, defence, 
plea, exculpation, or apology from the party, or re- 
cording any other grounds of rigour againſt him, ex- 
cept the following paragraph of a letter from the Re- 
ſident, not only gave the order as aforeſaid, but did 
afterwards, without laying any other or better ground 
before the Council General, perſuade them to, and did 
procure from them, a confirmation of the aforeſaid 
cruel and illegal proceedings, the correſpondence con- 
cerning which had not been before communicated : 
He pleading his illneſs for not communicating the ſame, 
though that illneſs did not prevent him from carrying 
on correſpondence concerning the depoſition of the 
ſaid adminiſtrator, and other important affairs in vari- 
ous places. 


IV. 


That in the letter to the Council, requiring the con- 
firmation of his acts aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings did not only propoſe the confinement of the ſaid 
adminiſtrator at Benares, although by h's impriſon- 
ment he muſt have been in a great meaſure diſabled 
trom recovering the balances due to him, and for the 
non- payment of which he was thus impriſoned, but did 
propoſe as an alternative his impriſonment at a remote 
fortrels, out of the ſaid territory, and in the Company's 
provinces, called Chunar; defiring them ta direct the 
„Ü or Reſident 


ARTICLE III. Pgzr IV. 73 


Reſident at Benares © to exact from Baboo Durbegi 
Sing every rupee of the collections which it ſhall ap- 
ce pear that he has made, and not brought to account; 
6 and either to confine him at Benares, or to ſend him 
ce a priſoner to Chupar, and to keep him in confinement 
« yntil he ſhall have diſcharged the whole of the a- 
c mount due from him.” And the laid Warren Haſ- 
tings did aſſign motives of paſſion and perſonal re- 
ſentment for the ſaid unjuſt and rigorous proceedings, 


as follows: ©& I feel myſelf, and may be allowed on 


& ſuch an occaſion to acknowledge it, perſonally hurt 
« at the ingratitude of this man, and at the diſcredit 
c which his ill conduct has thrown on my appoint- 
cc ment of him. He has deceived me; he has of- 
« fended againſt the government which I then repre- 
« ſented.” And, as a further reaſon for depriving 
him of his Jaghire (or ſalary out of land) he did inſi- 
nuate in the ſaid letter, but without giving or offerin 
any proof, “that the ſaid Rajah had been guilty X 
« little and mean peculations, although the appointments 
F affigned to him had been ſufficient to free him from 
the temptations thereto.” 


V. 


That it appears, as it might naturally have been ex- 
pected, that the wife of the ſaid adminiſtrator, the 
daughter of Bulwant Sing the late Rajah of Benares, 
and her ſon the reigning Rajah, did oppoſe, to the belt 
of their power, but by what remonſtrances, or upon 
what plea, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never inform 
the Court of Directors, the depofition, impriſonment, 
and confiſcation of the eſtates of the huſband of the 
one, and the father of the other; but that the ſaid 
Haſtings, perſiſting in his malice, did declare to the 
ſaid Council as follows:“ The oppoſition made by the 
* Rajah and the old Rannee, both equally incapable of 
e judging for themſelves, does certainly orginate from 
« ſome ſceret influence, which ought to be checked by 
* adeciged and pereinptory declaration of the — 
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« of the Board, and a denunciation of their diſpleaſure 
* at their preſumption,” 


VI. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not ſatisfied with 
the injuries done, and the inſults and diſgraces offered, 
to the family aforeſaid, did, in a manner unparalleled, 
except by an act of his own on another occaſion, fraudu- 
Jently and inhumanly endeavour to make the wife and 
Jon of the ſaid adminiſtrator, contrary to the ſentiments 
and the law of nature, the inſtruments of his opprefſions; 
directing, © that if they (the mother and ſon aforeſaid) 
* could be induced to yield the appearance of a cheerful 


© acguieſcence in the new arrangements, and to adopt 


« it as a meaſure formed with their participation, it would 
* he beiter than that it ſhould be done by a declared 
« act of compullion, but that at all events it ought 


4 to be done.“ 


VII. * 


That, in conſequence of the preſſing declaration? 
aforeſaid of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the Council did 
on his ſpecial recommendation appoint, in oppoſition 
to the wiſhes and defires of the Rajah and his mother, 
another perſon to the Adminiſtration of his affairs, call · 


ed Jagher Deo Seo, 
VIII. 


That the Company having given expreſs orders for 
the ſending the Reſident by them before appointed to 
Benares, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſtrongly oppoſe 
h.mſclf to the ſame; and did throw upon the perſon 
appointed by the Company (Francis Fowke, Eſquire) 
ſcveral ſtrong but unſpecified reflect: ons and aſperſions, 
contrary to the duty he owed to the Company, and to 


the juſtice he owed to all js ſervants. 


|S That 
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7 IX. 


That the ſaid Reſident being appointed by the votes 
of the reſt of the Council, in obedience to the reiter- 
ated orders of the Company, and in deſpite of the op- 
poſition of the ſaid Haſtings, did proceed to Benares z 
and on the repreſentation of the parties, and the ſubmiſ- 
ſion of the accounts of the aforeſaid Durbitzee Sing to 
an arbitrator, did find him, the ſaid Dubitzee Sing, in 
debt to the Company for a ſum not conſiderable enough 
to juſtify the ſevere treatment of the ſaid Durbitzee 
Sing: His wife and ſon complaining, at or about the 
ſame time, that the balances due to him from the 
Aumils, or ſub-colle&ors, had been received by the 
new adminiſtrator, and carried to his own credit, in 
prejudice and wrong to the ſaid Durbitzee Sing; which 
repreſentation, the only one that has been tranſmit- 
ted on the part of the ſaid ſufferers, has not been con- 
tradicted. 


X. 

Aa it appears that the ſaid Durbitzee Sing did af- 
terwards go to Calcutta, for the redreſs of his griev- 
ances; and chat it does not appear that the ſame were 
redreſſed, or even his complaints heard, but he received 
two peremptory orders from the Supreme Council 'to 
leave the ſaid city, and to return to Benares : That on 
his return to Benares, and being there met by Warren 
Haſtings aforeſaid, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, al- 
though he had reaſon to be well aſſured that the ſaid 
Durbitzee Sing, was in poſſeſſion of ſmall or no ſub- 
ſtance, did again cruelly and inhumanly, and without 
any legal authority, order the ſaid Durbitzee Sing to be 
ſtrictly impriſoned : And the ſaid Durbitzee Sing, in 
conſequence of the vexations, hardſhips, and oppreſſions 
aforeſaid, died in a ſhort time after inſolvent ; but whe- 
ther in priſon or not, does not appear. 


END oft PART IV. 
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rr. 


Third Revolution in Benares. 


I, 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the 
manner before recited, diveſted Durbege Sing of the 
adminiſtration of the province of Benares, did, of his 
own arbitrary will and pleaſure, and againſt the re- 
monſtrances of the Rajah and his mother (in whoſe 
name and in whole right the ſaid Durbege Sing, fa- 
ther of the one and huſband of the other, had admi- 
niſtered the affairs of the government) appoint a per- 
ſon, called Jagher Deo Sheo, to adminiſter the ſame. 


II. l 


That the new adminiſtrator, warned by the col 
example made of his predeceſſor, is repreſented by th 
ſaid Warren Haſtings as having made it his“ avowed 
« principle” [as it might be expected it ſhould be] 
<« that the ſum fixed for the revenue muſt be collect- 
cc ed.” And he did, upon the principle aforeſaid, and 
by the means ſuggeſted by a principle of that ſort, 
accordingly levy from the country, and did regularly 
diſcharge to the Britiſh refident at Benares, by monthly 
payments, the ſums impoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, as it is aſſerted by the refident Fowke ; but the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did aſſert, that his annual collec- 
tions did not amount to more than lack 37,37,600, 
DC. 370,000] or thereabouts, which he ſays is much 
ſhort of the revenues of the province, and is by about 
twenty-four thouſand pounds ſhort of his agreement. 


III. 


That it further appears, that notwithſtanding the 
new adminiſtrator atorcſaid was appointed two months, 
or 
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r thereabouts, after the beginning of the Fuſeli year, 
that is to ſay, about the middle of November 178a, 
and the former adminiſtrator had collected a certain 
portion of the revenues of that year, amounting to 
C. 17,000, and upwards; yet he, the ſaid new admi- 
niſtrator, upon the unjuſt and deſtructive principle 
aforeſaid, ſuggeſted by the cruel and violent proceed- 
ings of the faid Warren Haſtings towards his prede- 
ceflor, did levy on the province, within the ſaid year, 
the whole amount of the revenues to be collected, in 
addition to the ſu ed by his predeceſſor afore- 
ſaid, 8 | 
| IV. 
That, on account of a great drought which prevail- 
ed in the province, a-remiſfion of certain duties in 
ain was propoſed by the chief criminal judge at 
— but the adminiſtrator aforeſaid, being fearful 
that the revenue ſhould fall ſhort in his hands, did 


e oppoſe himſelf to the neceſſary relief to 


bitants of the ſaid city. 
| oF 


That notwithſtanding the cantonment of ſeveral - 
bodies of the Company's troops within the province, 
ſmce the abolition of the native government, it be- 
came ſubject in a particular manner to the depreda- 
tions of the Rajahs upon the borders; inſomuch that 
in one quarter no fewer than thirty villages had been 
ſacked and burned, and the inhabitants reduced to 
the moſt extreme diſtreſs, | 


VI. 


That the reſident, in his letter to the Board at Cal- 
cutta, did repreſent that the collection of the revenue 
was become very difficult; and, beſides the extreme 

drought, did aſſign for a cauſe of that difficulty che 


following : 
L « That 
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Third Revolution in Benares. 


I. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the 
manner before recited, diveſted Durbege Sing of the 
adminiſtration of the province of. Benares, did, of his 
own arbitrary will and pleafure, and againſt the re- 
monſtrances of the Rajah and his mother (in whoſe 
name and in whole right the ſaid Durbege Sing, fa- 
ther of the one and huſband of the other, had admi- 
niſtered the aiffirs of the government) appoint a per- 
ſon, called Jagher Deo Sheo, to adminiſter the ſame. 


II. 


That the new adminiſtrator, warned by the ſevere 
example made of his predeceſſor, is repreſented by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings as having made it his * avowed 
ce principle” [as it might be expected it ſhould be] 
« that the ſum fixed for the revenue muſt be collect- 
cc ed.” And he did, upon the principle aforeſaid, and 


by the means ſuggeſted by a principle of that ſort, 


accordingly levy from the country, and did regularly 
diſcharge to the Britiſh reſident at Benares, by monthly 
payments, the ſums impoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, as it is aſſerted by the reſident Fowke ; but the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did aſſert, that his annual collec- 
tions did not amount to more than lack 37,37,600, 
[ {. 370,000] or thereabouts, which he ſays is much 
ſhort of the revenues of the province, and is by about 
twenty-four thouſand pounds ſhort of his agreement. 


III. 


That it further appears, that notwithſtanding the 
new adminiſtrator atorclaid was appointed two months, 
or 
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or thereabouts, after the beginning of the Fuſeli year, 
that is to ſay, about the middle of November 178a, 
and the former adminiſtrator had collected a certain 
portion of the revenues of that year, amounting to 
C. 17,000, and upwards; yet he, the ſaid new admi- 
niſtrator, upon the unjuſt and deſtructive principle 
aforeſaid, ſuggeſted by the cruel and violent proceed- 
ings of the faid Warren Haſtings towards his prede- 
ceſſor, did levy on the province, within the ſaid year, 
the whole amount of the revenues to be collected, in 
2 to the ſum collected by his predeceſſor afore- 
aid. | 


IV. 


That, on account of a great drought which prevail- 
ed in the province, a remiſhon of certain duties in 
rain was propoſed by the chief criminal judge at 
enares ; but the adminiſtrator aforeſaid, being fearful 
that the revenue ſhould fall ſhort in his hands, did 
ſtreguouſly oppoſe himſelf to the neceſſary relief to 
diente of the ſaid city, 


V. 


That notwithſtanding the cantonment of ſeveral 
bodies of the Company's troops within the province, 
ſince the abolition of the native government, it be- 
came ſubject in a particular manner to the depreda- 
tions of the Rajahs upon the borders; inſomuch that 
in one quarter no fewer than thirty villages had been 
ſacked and burned, and the inhabitants reduced to 
the moſt extreme diſtreſs, 


. 


That the reſident, in his letter to the Board at Cal- 
cutta, did repreſent that the collection of the revenue 
was become very difficult; and, beſides the extreme 
drought, did aſſign for a cauſe of that difficulty che 
following : 


L That 
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« That there is alſo one fund which, in former 
ce years, was often applied in this country to remedy 
ce temporary inconven:ences in the revenue, and which 
t in the preſent year does not exiſt. This was the 
« private fortunes of merchants and ſhroffs (bankers) 
© reſident in Benares, from whom aumils (collectors) 
ec of credit could obtain temporary loans, to ſatisfy 
ce the immediate calls of the Rajah. Theſe ſums, 
«© which uſed to circulate between the aumil and 
ce the merchant, have becn turned ito a different 
& channel, by bills of exchange to defray the ex- 
. © pences of government, both on the welt coaſt of 
& India, and alſo at Madras.” To which repreſen- 
tation it does not app-ar that any anſwer was given, 
or that any mode of redreſs was adopted in conſe- 


quence thereof, 
VII. | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having paſſed 
through the province of Benares (Gauzipore/inghis 
xrogreſs towards Oude, did, in a lerter datedgf 
the city of Lucknow the 2d of April 1784,- 
the Council Board at Calcutta an account (highly diſ- 
honourable to the Britiſh Government) of the effect of 
the arrangements made by bimtelf in the year 1781 
and 1782, in the words following: © Having contri- 
4 ved, by making forced ſtages, while the troops of 
* my eſcort marched at the ordinary rate, to make a 
ce ſtay of five days at Benares, I was thereby furniſhed 
© with the means of acquiring ſome knowledge of the 
c ſtate of the province, which I am anxious to com- 
© municate to you, Indeed the enquiry, which was 
jn a great degree obtruded upon me, affected me with 
e very mortifying reflections on my 1nability to apply 
« it to any uſeful purpoſe. From the confines of Buxar 
* to Benarcs, I was followe1 and fatigued by the cla- 
* mours of the diſcontented inhabitants. It was what I 
« expteted in a degree, becauſe it is rare that the ex- 
&* ercile of authority ſhould prove ſatisfactory to all 
& who are the objects of it. The diſtreſſes which were 
RI „ “ produced 
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4 produced by the long continued drought unavoida- 
« bly tended to heighten the general diſcontent; yet I 
« have reaſon to fear that the cauſe exiſted principally in a 
« Jeſeftive, if not à corrupt and oppreſſive, adminiſtra- 
« tion.” © Of a multitude of petitions which were 
* preſented to me, and of which I rook minutes, every 
ce one, that did not relate to a yu ſonal grievance, con- 
« tained the repreſentation of one and the fame ſpe- 
e cies of oppreffion, which is in its nature of an in- 
cc fluence moſt fatal to the future cultivation. The 
practice to which I allude is this: it it is affirmed that 
ec the aumils and renters exact, from the proprietors 
ce of the actual harveſt, a large encreaſe in kind on their 
« ſtipulated rent; that is, from thoſe who hold their 
e potta | leaſe] by the tenure of paying one half of the 
* produce of their crops, either She whole, without ſub- 
e, or a large proportion of it by a 49 meaſure- 
for other pretexts; and from thoſe, whoſe en- 
ts are for a fixt rent in money, the half, or a 
ortion, is taken in kind. This is in effect 
n the induſtry of the inhabitants; fince 
ce (Raw ſcarce a field of grain in the province, - 
« might jay not one, which has not been preſerved by 
ve the inceſſant labour of the cultivator, by digging 
« wells for their ſupply, or watering them from the 
«« wells of maſonry with which their country abounds, 
or from the neighbouring tanks, rivers, and 
* nullahs, The people who impoled on them- 
e ſelves this voluntary and extraordinary labour, and 
«© not unattended with expence, did it on the expec- 
« tation of reaping the profits of it; and it is certain 
© they would not have done it, if they had known 
re that their rulers, from hom they were entitled to an, 
ce indemnification, would take from them what they had, 
« ſo hardly earned. If the ſame adminiſtration” con- 
6 tinues, and the country ſhall again labour under a 
« want of rain, every field will be abandoned, the revenue 
« fail, and thouſands periſh through want of ſubſiſtence ; 
« for who will labour for che /o/e benefit of others, and 
* to make himſelf the ſubject of exact'on? Theſe 
practices are to be imputed to the Naib himſelf;” [ the 
L 3: admi- 


%o ARTICLE II. Parr v. 


adminiſtrator, forced by the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
on the preſent Rajah of Benares.] The avowed princi- 
tc ple on which he acts, and which he acknowledged to 
« myſelf, is, that the whole ſum fixed for the revenue 
* of the province muſt be collected; and that, for this 
« purpoſe, the deficiency ariſing in places where the 
* crops have failed, or which have been left unculti- 
& vated, muſt be ſupplied from the reſources of others, 
c where the ſoil has been better ſuited to the ſcaſon, or 
„the induſtry of the cultivators hath becn more ſuc- 
“ ceſsfully exerted: a principle which, however ſpe- 
« cious and plauſible it may at firſt appear, certainly 
* tends to the moſt pernicious and deſtructive conſequences. 
646 If this declaration of the Naib had been made only 
ce to myſelf, I might have doubied my conſtruction of 
„ it; but it was repeated by him to Mr. Anderſon, 
© who underſtood it exactly in the ſame ſenſe, In the 
© management of the cuſtoms, the conduct 
« Naib, or of the officer under him, was f 
% upon my attention. The exorbitant rates (al 
& arbitrary valuation of the goods; the pra 
ce acting duties ice on the ſame goods, fill 
« ſeller, and afterwards from the buyer ; an@the vex- 
* ations, diſputes and delays, drawn on the merchants 
© by theſe oppreſſions, were loudly complained of: 
© and ſome inſtances of this kind were ſaid to exiſt at 
* the very time I was at Benares. Under ſuch circum- 
&« ſtances, we are not to wonder if the merchants of 
foreign countries are diſcouraged from reſorting to 
© Benares; and if the commerce of that province 
6 thould annually decay, other evils, or imputed evils, 
cc have accidentally come to my knowledge, which I 
& will not now particularize; as I hope that, with 
« the aſſiſtance of the reſident, they may be in part 
&« corrected, One evil I muſt mention, becauſe it has 
© been verified by my own obſervation, and is of that 
& kind which reflects an unmerited reproach on our 
© general and national character. When I was at 
» * the reſident, at my defire, enjoined the 
* Naib to appoint creditable people to every town, 
* through which our route lay, to perſuade and en- 
courage 
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* courage the inhabitants to remain in their houſes, 
« promiling to give them guards as I approached, 
« and they required it for their protection: and that 
he might perceive how earneſt I was for his obſer- 
« yation of this precaution, I repeated it to him in 
c perſon, and diſmiſſed him, that he might precede 
« me for that purpoſe. But, to my great diſappoint- 
e ment, T found every place through which I paſſed, aban- 
4% doned; nor had there been a man left in any of them for 
« their proteſtion. I am ſorry to add, that, from Buxar 
te to the oppoſite boundary, I have ſeen nothing but traces of 
* complete devaſtation in every village; whether cauſed by 
© the followers of the troops, which have lately paſſed, for 
« their natural relief, and I know not whether my own may 
* wot have had their ſhare, or from the apprehenſions of 
ce the inhabitants left to themſelves, and of themſelves 
«« deſerting their houſes. I wiſh to acquit my own 
vuntrymen of the blame of theſe unfavourable ap- 
rances, and in my own heart I do acquit them; 
r at one encampment a crowd of people came to 
\megcomplaining that their new Aumil (collector) on 
approach of any military detachment, himſelf firſl fled 
r the place; and the inhabitants, having no one to 
« whom they could apply for redreſs, or for the repreſenta- 


„ tion of their grievances, and being thus remedileſs, fled 


* alſo; ſo that their houſes and effects became a prey to any 
ce perſon who choſe to Plunder them. The general conclu- 
« ſion appeared to me an inevitable conſequence from 
c ſuch a ſtate of facts; and my own ſenſes bore teſti- 
% mony to it in this-ſpecific inſtance: nor de I know 
ce how it is poſſible for any officer commanding a mi- 
« litary party, how attentive ſoever he may be to the 
« diſciphne and forbearance of his people, to prevent 
4 diſorders, when ther is neither oppoſition to hinder, nor 
ce evidence to detect them. Theſc, and many other irre- 
e gularities, I impute ſolely to the Naib, and recom- 
«© mend his inſtant removal. | 
6 { cannot help remarking, that except the city of 
6 Benarcs, the province is in effett without a government. 
« The adminiſtration of the province is miſconducted, and the 
« people oppreſſed, trade diſcouraged, and the revenue in dau- 
— a 


82 ARTICLE MI. Paar v. 
« ger of a rapid decline, from the violent appropriation of 


4c ts means.” 
| VIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did recommend to 
the Council, tor a remedy of the dilorders and calami- 
ties which had ariſen from his own acts, diſpoſitions, 
and appointments, that the - adminiſtrator aforeſaid 
ſhould be inſtantly removed from his office; attribut- 
ing the aforeſaid “ irregularities and many others ſolely 
% to him;” although on his own repreſentation, it does 
appear that he was the ſole cauſe of the irregulari- 
ties, thercin deſcribed : neither does it appear that the 
adminiſtrator, ſo by the ſaid Haſtings nominated and 
removed, was properly charged and called to anſwer 
for the ſaid recited irregularities, or for the many others 
not recited, but attributed ſolely to him; nor hapy 
plea or excuſe from him been tranſmitted to the Board, 
or to the Court of Directors: but he was, at the inflate 
of the ſaid Haſtings, deprived of his ſaid office, cn rai 
to the principles of natural juſtice, in a violent Ind} 
bitrary manner; which proceeding, combined with the 
example made of his predeceflor, muſt neceſſarily leave 
to the perſon, who ſhould ſucceed to the ſaid office, no 
diſlin& principle upon which he might act with ſafety, 
But in comparing the conſequences of the two delin- 
quencies charged, the failure of the payment of the re- 
venues (from whatever cauſe it may ariſe) is more likely 
to be avoided than any ſevere courle towards the inha- 
bitants; as the former fault was, beſides the deprivation 
of office, attended with two impriſonments, with a me- 
nace of death, and an actual death, in diſgrace, pover- 
ty, and inſo vency; whereas the latter, namely the op- 
preſſion, and thereby the total ruin of the country, char- 
ged on the ſecond adminiſtrator, was only followed by a 
loſs of office; although he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


did further aſſert (but with what truth does not appear) 


that the collection of the laſt adminiſtrator had fallen 
much ſhort of the revenue of the province. | | 


IX. That 


ARTICLE III. Pr v. 83 


IX. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf was ſenſible 
\that the frequen changes by him made would much dif. 
order the management of the revenues, and ſeemed de- 
firous of concealing his intentions concerning the laſt 
change until the time of its execution. Yet it appears 
by a letter from the Britiſh reſident dated the 23d of 
June 1784, © that a very ſtrong report prevailed at 
«« Benares of his [tue ſaid Haſtings's] intentions of ap- 
4 pointing a new Naib for the approaching year; 
e and that the effect, which the prevalence of ſuch an 
« idea amongſt he aumils would probably have on the 
cultivation at this particular time, The heavy Mo- 
« fuſſil Kiſts [harveſt inſtalments] have now been col- 
« lected by the aum'ls; the ſeaſon of tillage is ar- 
e rived; the ryots [country farmers] muſt be indulged 
„and even aflifted by advances; and the aumil muſt 
ce look for his returns in the abundance of the crop, the 
— of this early attention to the cultivation, The 
effect es evident which the report of a change in the firſt 
& officer of the revenue muſt have on the minds of the 
« *aumils, by leaving them at an uncertainty of what they 
« have in future io expel; and, in proportion to the 
« degree of this uncertainty, their efforts and expences 
* in promoting the cultivation will be languid and 
* ſparing, 


% In compliance with the Naib's requeſt, I have 
« written to all the aumils, encouraging and ordering 
them to attend to the cultivation of their reſpective 
« diſtricts. But I conceive I ſhould be able to pro- 
* mote this very deſirable intention much more ef- 
6% fectualty, it you will honour me with the com- 
© munication of your intentions on this ſubject. At 
* the ſame time I cannot help juſt remarking, that, 
« if 2 change is intended, the ſooner it takes place, 
the more the bad effetts I have deſcribed will be ob- 
« viated.“ | 


X. That 


84 ARTICLE III. PAxr V. | 


X. 


That the Council, having received the propoſition 
for the removal of the adminiſtrator aforeſaid, did alſo 
in a letter to him (the ſaid Haſtings) condemn the 
frequent changes by him made in the adminiſtration of 
the collections of Benares; but did conſent to ſuch al- 
terations as might be made without encroaching on the 
Tights eſtabliſhed by his (the ſaid Haſtings') agree- 
ment in the year 1781, and did deſire him to tranſmit 
to them his plan for a new adminiſtration, 


XI. 


That the ſaid Haſtings did tranſmit a plan, which, 
notwithſtanding the evils which had happened from the 
former trequent changrs, he did propoſe as a temporary 
expedient for the adminiſtration of the revenues of the 
faid province: in which no proviſion was made for the 
reduction or remiſſion of revenue, as exigences might 
require; or for preventing the extraction of the circu- 
lating ſpecie from the ſaid province; or for the ſupply 
of the neceſſary advances 1 cultivation; nor for the 
removal or prevention of any of the grievances by him 
before complained of. other than an inſpection by the 
reſident and the chief criminal magiſtrate of Benares, 
and other regulations equally void of effect and autho- 
rity; and which plan Mr. Stables, one of the ſupreme 
Council, did altogether reject; but the ſame was ap- 
e of, as a temporary expedient, with ſome exceptions, 

y two other Members of the Board, Mr. Wheler and 
Mr. Macpherſon, declaring the ſaid Warren Haſlings re- 


Honſible for the temporary expediency of the ſame. 
XII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the plan afore- 
ſaid, having ſtrongly objected to the appointment of 
any European collectors, that is to ſay, of any Euro- 
pean ſervants of the Company being concerned in the 
lame, declaring that there had been ſufficient expe- 

| rience 


* my 
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rience of the ill effects of their being ſo employed in 
the province of Bengal; by which the ſaid Haſtings 
did either, in looſe and gencral terms, convey a falſe 
imp u:ation upon the conduct ef the Company's ſer- 
vants employed in the collection of the revenues of 
Bengal; or he was guilty of a criminal negle& of 
duty, in not bringing to puniſhment the particular 
perſons, whoſe evil practices had given riſe to ſuch a 
general imputation on Britiſh ſubjects and ſervants of 
the Company, as to render them unfit for ſervice in 
other places. 


XIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the courſe 
of three years, made three complete revolutions in the 
ſtate of Benares, by expelling, in the firſt inſtance, 
the lawful and rightful governor of the ſame, under 
whoſe care and ſuperintendance a large and certain re- 
venue, ſuitable to the abilities of the country, and 
conſiſtent with its proſperity, was paid with the greateſt 
punctuality; and by afterwards diſplacing two effec- 
tive governors or adminiſtrators of the province, ap- 
pointed in ſucceſſion by himſelf ; and, in conſequence 
of the ſaid appointments, and violent and arbitrary 
removals, the ſaid province © being left in effect 
% without a government,” except in one city only; 
and having, after all, ſettled no more than a tem- 
. porary arrangement; is guiliy of an high crime and 
x Aa in the deſttuction of the country afore- 
aid. 
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1 


That the Council, having received the propoſition 
for the removal of the adminiſtrator aforeſaid, did alſo 
in a letter to him (the ſaid Haſtings) condemn the 
frequent changes by him made in the adminiſtration of 
the collections of Benares; but did conſent to ſuch al- 
terations as might be made without encroaching on the 
Tights eſtabliſhed by his (the ſaid Haſtings') agree- 
ment in the year 1781, and did deſire him to tranſmit 
to them his plan for a new adminiſtration, 


XI, 


That the ſaid Haſtings did tranſmit a plan, which, 
notwithſtanding the evils which had happened from the 
former trequent changrs, he did propoſe as a temporary 
expedient for the adminiſtration of the revenues of the 
faid province: in which no proviſion was made for the 
reduction or remiſſion of revenue, as exigences might 
require; or for preventing the extraction of the circu- 
lating ſpecie from the ſaid province; or for the ſuply 
of the neceſſary advances for cultivation; nor for the 
removal or prevention of any of the grievances by him 
before complained of, other than an inſpection by the 
reſident and the chief criminal magiſtrate of Benares, 
and other regulations equally void of effe& and autho- 
rity; and which plan M 
Council, did altogether reject; but the ſame was ap- 
prone of, as a temporary expedient, with ſome exceptions, 

y two other Members of the Board, Mr. Wheler and 
Mr. Macpherſon, declaring the ſaid Warren Haſlings re- 


Jponjible for the temporary expediency of the ſame. 
III. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the plan afore- 


ſaid, having ſtrongly objected to, the appointment of 
any European collectors, that is to ſay, of any Euro- 
pean ſervants of the Company being concerned in the 
ſame, declaring that there had been ſufficient expe- 

| rience 


r. Stables, one of the ſupreme 
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rience of the ill effects of their being ſo employed in 
the province of Bengal; by which the ſaid Haſtings 
did either, in lcofe and general terms, convey a falſe 
imp utation upon the conduct ef the Company's ſer- 
vants employed in the collection of the revenues of 
Bengal; or he was guilty of a criminal neglect of 
duty, in not bringing to puniſhment the particular 
perſons, whoſe evil practices had given riſe to ſuch a 
general imputation on Britiſh ſubjects and ſervants of 
the Company, as to render them unfit for ſervice in 
other places. 


XIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the courſe 
of three years, made three complete revolutions in the 
ſtate of Benares, by expelling, in the firſt inſtance, 
the lawful and rightful governor of the ſame, under 
whoſe care and ſuperintendance a large and certain re- 
venue, ſuitable to the abilities of the country, and 
conſiſtent with its proſperity, was paid with the greateſt 
punctuvality; and by afterwards diſplacing two effec- 
tive governors or adminiſtrators of the province, ap- 
pointed in ſucceſſion by himſelf ; and, in conſequence 
of the ſaid appointments, and violent and arbitrary 
removals, the ſaid province © being left in effect 
« without a government,” except in one city only 3 
and having, after all, ſettled no more than a tem- 
porary arrangement; is guilty of an high crime and 
88 in the deſtruction of the country afore- 
aid. 
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PRINCESSES ox OU DE. 


I, 


5 HAT the reigning Nabob of Oude, commonly 

called Aſoph ul Dowlah (ſon and ſucceſſor to 
Shuja ul Dowlah) by taking into, or continuing in his 
pay, certain bodies of regular Britiſh troops, and by 
having afterwards admitted the Britiſh Refident at his 
Court into the management of all his affairs, foreign 
and domeſtic, and particularly into the adminiſtration 
of his finances, did gradually become, in ſubſtance and 
effect, as well as in general repute and eſtimation, a 
dependent on, or vaſſal of, the Eaſt India Company; 
and was, and is, ſo much under the controul of the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, that, in the 
opinion of all the native powers, „“the Engliſh name 
*« and character is concerned in every act of his Go- 
« yernment.” | 


II. 


That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, contrary to law, 
and to his duty, and ia diſobedience to the orders of 
the Eaft India Company, arrogating to himſelf the no- 
mination of the Refident at the Court of Oude, as his 
particular agent and repreſentative, and rejecting the 
Reſident appointed by the Company, and obtruding 
upon them a perſon of his own choice, did, from that 
time, render h'mſelf in a particular manner reſponſible 
for the good government of the Provinces, compoſing 


the dominions of the Nabob of Oude. 
| III. That 


ARTICLE W. 87 
| III. 


That the Provinces aforeſaid having been, at the 
time of their firſt connection with the Company, in 
an improved and flouriſhing condition, and yielding a 
revenue of more than three millions of pounds ſter- 
ling, did, ſoon after that period, begin ſenſibly to de- 
cline; and the ſubfidy of the Britiſh troops ſtationed 
in that Province, as well as other ſums of money 
due to the Company by treaty, ran confiderably 
in arrear; although the Prince of the country, dur- 
ing the time theſe arrears accrued was otherwiſe in 
diſtreſs, and had been obliged to reduce all his eſtabliſh. 


ments. 
IV. 


That the Prince aforeſaid, or Nabob of Oude, did, 
in humble and ſubmiſſive terms, ſupplicate the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, to be relieved from a body of troops, 
whoſe licentious behaviour he complained of, and who 
were ſtationed in his country without any obligation by 
treaty to maintain them; pleading the failure of harveſt, 
and the prevalence of famine in his country a com- 
pliance-with which requeſt, by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, was refuſed in unbecoming, offenſive, and in- 
ſulting language. 


V. 


That the ſaid Nabob, labouring un der the aforeſaid 
and other burthens, and being continually urged for 
ayment, was adviſed to extort, and did extort from 
his mother and grandmother, under the pretext of loans 
(and ſometimes without that appearance) various great 
ſums of money, amounting in the whole to 630,000 1. 
ſterling, or thereabouts ; alledging in excuſe the rigo- 
rous demands of the Eaſt India Company, for whoſe 
uſe the ſaid extorted money had been demanded, and to 
which a confiderable part of it had been applied. 


M 2 VI. That 
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VI. 


That the two female parents of the Nabob aforeſaid, 
were among the women of the greateſt rank, family, 
and diſtinction in Aſia; and were left by the deceaſed 
Nabob, the ſon of the one, and the huſband of the 
other, in charge of certain conſiderable part of his trea- 
ſurcs 1n money, and other valuable moveables, as well 
as certain landed eſtates, called Jaghires, in order to 
the ſupport of their own dignity, and the honourable 
maintainance of his women, and a numerous offspring 
and their dependents ; the ſaid family amounting in the 
whole to two thouſand perſons, who were by the ſaid 
Nabob, at his death, recommended in a particular man- 
ner to the care and protection of the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, 


VII. 


That on the demand of the Nabob of Oude on his 
parents for the laſt of the ſums, which completed the 
ſix hundred and thirty thouſand pounds aforeſaid, they, 
the ſaid parents did poſitively refuſe to pay any part of 
the ſame to their ſon, for the uſe of the Company, until 
he ſhould agree to certain terms, to be ſtipulated in a 
regular treaty ; and, among other particulars, to ſecure 
them in the remainder of their poſſeſſions, and alſo on 
no account or pretence to make any further demands 
or claims on them ; and, well knowing from whence 
all his claims and exactions had ariſen, they demanded 
that the ſaid treaty, or family compact, ſhould be 
ons by the Governor General and Council of 

engal : And a treaty was accordingly agreed to, ex- 
ecuted by the Nabob, and guarranteed by John Briſtow, 
Eſquire, the Refident at Oude, under the authority and 
with the expreſs conſent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
and the Council General; and, in conſequence there- 
of, the ſum laſt required was paid, and diſcharges 
mu to the Nabob for all the money which he had 
rrowed from his own mother and the mother of his 
fathers | 
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VIII. 


That the diſtreſſes and diſorders in the Nabob's go- 
vernment, and his debt to the Company continuing to 
increaſe, notwithſtanding the violent methods before 
mentioned taken to augment his reſources, the la d 
Warren Haſtings, on the 21ſt of May, and on the 3 iſt 
July 1781 (he and Mr. Wheler being the only remain- 
ing Members of the CounciF General, and he having 
the concluſive and caſting voice, and thereby being in 
effect the whole Council) did, in the name and under 
the authority of the Board, reſolve on a journey to the 
upper provinces, in order to a perſonal interview with 
the Nabob of Oude, towards the ſettlement of his dif- 
treſſed affairs; and did give to himſelf a delegati- 
on of the powers of the ſaid Council, in direct vio- 
lation of the Company's orders forbidding ſuch delega · 


tion, 


IX. 


That the ſid Warren Haſtings, having by his ap- 
po:ntment met the Nabob of Oude near a place called 
Chunar, and poſſeſſing an entire and abſolute command 
over the ſaid Prince, he did, contrary to juſtice and 
equity, and the ſecurity of property, as well as to pub- 
lic faith and the ſanction of the Company's guarrantee, 
under the colour of a treaty, which treaty was conduct- 
ed ſecretly without a written document of any part of 
the proceeding (except the pretended treaty itſelf) au- 
thorize the ſaid Nabob to ſeize upon, and confiſcate to 
his own profit, the landed eſtates, called Jaghires, of 
his parents, kindred, and principal nobility ; only fli- 
pulating a penſion to the net amount of the rent of the 
aid lands as an equivalent, and that equivalent to ſuch 
only whoſe lands had been guarranteed to them by the 
Company: But he omitted to provide, either in the ſaid 
pretended treaty or in any ſubſequent act, the leaſt ſecu- 
rity for the payment of the ſaid penſion, to thoſe for 
whom ſuch penſion was oftenſibly reſerved ; and, for the 
others, not ſo much as a ſhew of indemnity to the ex- 
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treme ſcandal of the Britiſh Government, which ve- 
luing itſelf upon a ſtrict tegard to property, did expreſs- 
ly authorize, if it did not command, an attack upon 
that right, unprecedented in the deſpotic Governments 
of India. 


X. 


That the ſaid Warren Maſtings, in order to cover 
the violent and unjuſt proceedings aforeſaid, did aſſert 
a claim of right in the ſame Nabob to all the poſſeſſions 
of the ſaid mother and grandmother, as belonging to 
him by the Mahommedan law. This pretended 
claim was ſet up by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the 
Nabob had, by a regular treaty, ratified and guarranteed 
by the ſaid Haſtings as Governor General, renounced 
and releaſed all demands on them. And this falſe pre- 
rence of a legal demand, was taken up and acted upon 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without laying the ſaid 
queſtion on record before the Council General, or giv- 
ing notice to the perſons to be affected thereby, to ſup- 
port their rights before any of the principal magiſtrates 
and expounders of the Mahommedan law, or taking 
publicly the opinions of any perſon converſant therein. 


XI. 


That, in order to give farther colour to the acts of 
in faith and violence aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings did cauſe to be taken at Lucknow, and other 
places, before divers perſons, and 3 before 
Sir El jah Impey, Knight, his Majeſty's chief juſtice, 
acting extrajudicially, and not within the limits of his 
juriſdiction, ſeveral paſſionate, careleſs, irrelevant, and 
Irregular affidavits, conſiſting of matter not fit to be de- 
poſed on oath ; of reports, conjectures, and hearſays ; 
ſome of the perſons ſwearing to the ſaid hearſays, hav- 
ing declined to declare from whom they heard the ac- 
counts at ſecond hand ſworn to: The ſaid affidavits in 
gencral tending to ſupport the calumnious charge of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; namely, that the aged wo- 
gen before mentioned had formed, or engaged Ins a 
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plan for the depoſition of their ſon and ſovereign, and 
the utter extirpation of the Engliſh nation: And neither 
the ſaid charge againſt perſons, whoſe dependence was 
principally, if not wholly, on the good faith of this 
nation, and highly affecting the honour, property, and 
even lives of women of the higheſt condition; nor the 
affidavits intended to ſupport the ſame, extrajudicially 
taken ex parte, and without notice, by the ſaid Sir Eli- 
jah Impey, and others, were at any time communicated 
to the parties charged, or to aoy agent for them ; nor 
were they called upon to anſwer, nor any explanation 
demanded of them. ; 


XII. 


That the article, affecting private property ſecured 
by public acts, in the ſaid pretended treaty, contains 
nothing more than a general permiſſion, given by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, for confiſcating ſuch Jaghires or 
landed eſtates, with the modifications therein contain- 
ed, as he (the Nabob) may find neceſſary;“ but does 
not directly point at, or expreſs by name, any of the 
landed poſſeſhons of the Nabob's mother or grand-mo- 
ther: But ſoon after the ſigning of the nnd. 7 treaty, 
(that is, on the 29th November 1781) it did appear, 
that a principal object thereof, was to enable the Nabob 
to ſeize upon the eſtates of his female parents aforeſaid, 
which had been guarranteed to them by the Eaſt India 
Company. And although in the treaty, or pretended 
treaty, aforeſaid, nothing more is purported than to 
give a ſimple permiſſion to the Nabob to ſeize upon and 
confiſcate the eſtates, leaving the execution or non- 
execution of the ſame wholly to his diſcretion ; yet it 
appears by ſeveral letters from Nathaniel Middleton, 
Eſquire, the Reſident at the Court of Oude, of the 
Gth, 7th, and gth of December 1781, that no ſuch 
diſcretion, as expreſſed in the treaty, was leit, or in- 
tended to be left with him the ſaid Nabob; but thar, 
according to the conſtruction of the ſaid Middleton and 
Haſtings, the ſaid article ought practically to have a 
conſtruction of a directly contrary tendency ; that, in- 


ſtead of conſidering the article as originating from the 
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Na bob, and containing « power provided in his favour 
which he did not poſſeſs before, the confiſcation of the 
Jaghires aforeſaid, was to be conſidered as a meaſure 
originating from the Engliſh; and to be intended for 
their benefit; and as ſuch, that the execution was tobe 
forced upon him; and the exccution thereof was ac- 
cordingly torced upon him. 


XIII. 


That the Reſident, Middleton, on the Nabob's re- 
fuſ-l to act in contradiction to his ſworn engagement, 
guarranteed by the Eaſt India Company, and in the un- 
dutiful and unnatural manner required, did totally ſu- 
percede his authority in his own dom:nions, conſidering 
himſelf as empowered fo to act by the inſtructions of the 
ſaid Haſtings, although he had reaſon to apprehend a 
general inſurrection in conſequence thereof, and that he 
tound it neceſſary to remove his family, “ which he 
ce did not wiſh to retain there, in caſe of a rupture with 
„ the Nabob, or the neceſſity of employing the Bri- 
e tiſh forces in the reduction of his| the Nabob's IAumils 

cc and troops;” and he did accordingly, as ſovereign, 
iſſue his own edicts and warrants, in defiance of the 
' reſiſtance of the Nabob, in the manner by him deſcribed 
in the letters aforeſaid, in a letter of 6th of December 
1781, that is to ſay, © Finding the Nabob wavering in 
his determination about the reſumption of the Faghiers, 
I this day, in preſence of and with the Miniſter's 
& concurrence, ordered the neccſſary Perwannahs to 
ce be written to the ſeveral Aumils for that purpoſe; 
« and it was my firm reſolution to have diſpatched 
© them this evening, with proper people to ſee them 
e punitually and implicitly carried into execution; 
but before they were all tranſcribed, I received a 
«© meſſage from the Nabob, who had been informed by 
the Miniſter of the reſolution I had taken, intreating 
that I would withhold the Perwannahs until to- 
„ morrow morning, when he would attend me, and 
s afford me ſatisfaction on this point. As the loſs of a 
feu hours in the diſpatch of the Perwannahs appeared 
| e cc of 
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& of little moment, and as it is poſſible the Nabob, 
t ſoeing that the buſineſs will at all events be done, may 
« make it an aft of his own, I have conſented to indulge 
& him in his requeſt; but, be the reſult of our interyiew 
et rwhatever it may, noth nz ſhall prevent the orders being 
ce iſſued to-morrow, either by him or myſelf, with the con- 
e currence of th! Miniſters. Your pleaſure reſpecting 
ee the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah; and the 
te meaſure heretofore propoſed, will ſom follow the 
«© reſumption of the Jdghiers. From both, or indeed 
ce from the formeralone, I have no doubt of the com- 
ce plete lquidation of the Company's balance.” —And 
alſo in another letter of the 7th December 1781,.—“ J 
had the honour to addrels you ycſterdzy, informing 
te you of the ſteps I had taken in regard to the reſump- 
c tion of the Jaghiers. This morning the Vizier came to me 
% according 10 2 agreement, but ſeemingly without any 
& intention or defire to yield me ſatisſaction on the ſubjef? 
« under diſcuſſion; ſor, after a great deal of converſation, 
&« conſitingy on bis part; of trifling evaſion and puerile ex- 
© cuſes for with-bolding his aſſent to the meaſure, though at 
© the ſame time profeſſing tbe moſt implicit ſubmiſſion to your 
&« wiſhes, I found myſelf without any o:her reſource, than 
te the one of empleyins that excluſtve au:bority with which 
& I conſider your inſtructions to veſt me: T therefore declared 
* to the Nabob, in preſence of the Miniſter and Mr. fobn- 
te ſon who I defired mig bi bear way of the converſation, 
& That I conſtrued his rejection of the meaſure prop ſed, as 
*« abreach of his ſolemn promiſe to you, and an gry > 
e neſs to yield that aſſitance, which was evidently in bis 
i power, towards liqui luting bis heavy accumulating debt 
« to the Company; and that | muſt in conſequence de- 
© termine, in my own juſtification, to iſſue immediately 
the Perwannabs, which had only been with-held in 
the ſanguine hope, that he would be prevailed upon 
1% to Make that his own af, which nothing but the moſt 
« urgent neceſſity could force me to make mine;— He 
« left me without any rep'y ; but afterwards ſent for 
ce his Miniſter, and authorized him to give me hopes, 
that my requiſition would be complied with; on 
* which I expreſſed my ſatisfaction, but declared, that 
“I could admit of no further delays; and unleſs I re- 
* ceived his Excellency's formal acquieſcence —_ 
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te the evening, I ſhould then moſt aſſuredly iſſue my 


c Perwannahs ; which I have accordingly done, not hav- 
ing had any aſſurances from his Excellency, that 
te could juſtify a further ſuſpenfion. I ſhall as ſoon 
« as poſſible, inform you of the effect of the Per- 
« wannahs, which, in many parts, I am apprehen- 
— * five it will be fqund neceſſary to enforce with military 
« aid, I am not, however, entirely without hopes 
« that the Nabob, when he ſees the inefficacy of further 
«* oppoſition, may alter his conduct, and prevent the. 
« confuſion and d ſagrecable conſequences cobich would be too 
likely to reſult from the proſecution of a meaſure of ſuch 
*« importance, without his concurrence. His Excellency 
« talks of going to Fyzabad, for the purpoſe hereto- 
« fore mentioned, in three or four days; I wiſh he may 
6 be ſerious in his intention, and you may reſt aſſured, J 
&« ſhall ſpare no pains to keep him to it.. And further, 
in a letter of the gth of December 278 1—*<© I had the 
% honour to addreſs you on the 7th inſtant, informing 
e you of the converſation which had paſſcd between the 
« Nabob and me, on the ſubject of reſuming the Jag- 
ee hiers, and the ſtep I had taken in conſequence. 
« His Excellency appeared to le very much hurt and incenſed 
* at the meaſure: and loudiy complains of the treachery of 
« bis Miniſters; firfl, in giving you any hopes that ſuch a 
«© meaſure would be anopted; and, ſecondly, in their 
« promiſing me their qohole ſuppert in carrying it through. 
* But, as I apprehended, rather than ſuffer it to appear 
« that the point had been carried in oppofition to bis will, 
« he at length yielded a nominal acquieſcence, and has 
« this day iſſued his own Perwannahs to that effect; 
* declaring, hcw9:ver, at the ſame time, both to me ard his 
« Miniſters, that it is an act of compulſion. I hope to be 
able, in a few days, in conſequrnee of this meaſure 
to tranſmit you an account of the actual value and 
„produce of the Jaghiers, oppoſed to the nominal 
amount at which they ſtand rated on the books of the 
« Sircir,” 


XIV. 


' That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of expreſſing 
any diſapprobation of the proceedings aforeſaid, in 
| violation 
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violation of the rights ſecured by treaty with the mo- 
ther and grandmother of the reigning Prince of Oude, 
and not leſs in violation of the ſovereign rights of the 
Nabob himſelf, did, by frequent meſſages, ſtimulate 
the ſaid Middleton to a perſcverance in, and to a ri- 
gorous execution of the fame: And in his letter from 
Benares of the 25th December 1781, did expreſs 
doubts of his firmneſs and activity, and, above all, 
« of his recollection of his inſtructions, and their im- 
e portance; and that, if he could not rely on his own 
« [power] and the means he poſſoſſed for performing < 
e thoſe ſervices, he would free him | the ſi d Middleton 
&« from the charges, and would procced himſelf ro Lue- 
« know, and would bimſelf undertake them,” 


XV. 


That very doubtful credit is to be given to any let- 
ters written by the ſaid Middleton to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, when they anſwer the purpoſes which the 
faid Warren Haſtings had evidently in view, the ſaid 
Middleton having written to him in the following 
manner from Lucknow, zoth December 1781: 


« My dear Sir, 


] have this day anſwered your public letter in the 
« form you ſeem to expe, I hope there is nothing in it 
C that may appear to you too pointed. I you zwifh the 
«© matter to be otherwiſe underfiood than ] have taken up 


c and flated it, I need not ſay [ ſhall be ready to conform 


to whatever you may preſcribe, and to take upon myſelf 
&« any ſhare of the bland of the (hitherto) non-performance 
& of the ſtipulations made on bel alf of the Nabob. Though 
<« do aſſure you, I myſelf repreſented to his Excel- 
* lency and the Miniſters, conceiving it to be your 
« defire, that ihe apparent aſſumption of the reins of his 


government (for in that light he undoubtedly conſi- 
dered it at the firſt view) as ſpecified in the agree- 


«© ment executed by him, was not meant to be fully and 
« kiterally enforced, but that it was neceſſary you ſhould 
N 2 * have 
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„have ſomething to ſhew on your fide, as the Company were 
« deprived of 4 benefit without a requital ; and upon the 
% faith of this aſſurance alone, I believe I may ſafely 
« affirm his Excellency's objections to ſigning the treaty 

„ were given up. If I have underſtoad the matter 
& wrong, or miſconceived your defign, I am truly 
& 2 it; Dowever, it is not too late to corre} the 
te error; and I am ready to undertake, and God willing, 

to carry t/rpigh, whatever you may, on receipt of my 

& public letter, tell me is your i aal 1gſclve. 


XVI. 


That it appears, but on his the ſaid Middleton's ſole 
authority, in a letter from the ſaid Middleton, dated 
Lucinow, 2d December 1781, that the Nabob of 
Oude, wiſhing to evade the meaſure of reſuming the 
Jaghircs aforeſaid, did ſend a meſſage to him, pure 
Porting, that if the meaſure propoſed was intended 
to procure. the payment of the balance due to the 
Company, he could better and more expeditiouſly 
effect that object, by taking from h's mother the 
treaſures of his father, which he did aflert to be in 
her hands, and to which he did claim a right; and 
that it would be ſufficient that he the ſaid Haſtings 
* would hint bis opinion upon it, without giving a formal 
ct eee to the meaſure propoſed ;” and that whatever hig 
reſolution opon the ſubject ſhould be, it wauld be 
exped ent to — it ſecret; adding *© the reſumption of 
* the Faghires it is neceſſary to ſuſpend till I have your any 
* fewer to this letter.“ | 


XVII. 


That it does not appear that the faid Haſtings did 
write any letter in anſwer to the propolal of the ſaid 
Middleton, but he, the faid Haſtings, did communi- 
-cate his pleaſure thereon to Sir Elijah Impey being 
then at Lucknow, for his the ſaid Middleton's infor- 
matian ; and it does appear, that the ſeizing of the 
treaſures of the mother of the Nabob, ſaid to have been 
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| ptopoſed as an alternative by the ſaid Nabob, to pre- 
vent the reſumption of the Jagbire, was determined 
upon and ordered by the ſaid Haſtings ; and that the 
reſumption of the ſaid Jaghires, for the ranſom of which 
the ſeizing of the treaſures was propoſed, was alſo di- 
rected ; not one only, but bath files of the alternative 
being enforced upon the female parents of the Nabob 
aforeſa d, although both the one and the other had 
been ſecured to them by a treaty with the Eaſt India 
Company. , 


XVIII, 


That Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Mijeſty's Chief 
uſtice at Fort William, did undertake a journey of 
nine hundred m les, from Calcutta to Lucknow, on 
retence of health and pleaſure, but was in reality in 
the ſecret of theſe and other irregular tranſactions, and 
employed as a channel of confidential communication 
therein, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by preſuming 
to employ the ſaid Chief Juſtice, a perſon particularly 
unfit for an agent, in the tranſaction of affairs, prime 
acie at leaſt unjuſt, violent, and oppreſſive, contrary 
to public faith, and to the ſentiments and law of na- 
ture; and which he, the ſ.id H-:ſtings, was lenſible 
could not fail to draw obloquy on himſelf by his 
„ participation,” did diſgrace the King's commiſſion, 
and render odious to the natives of Hindoſtan che juſ- 
gice of the Crown of Great Britain. 


XIX. 


That although the ſaid Warren Haſtings was from 
the beginning duly informed of the violence offered to 
the perſonal inclinations of the Nabob, and the“ ap- 
* parent aſſumptionof the reins of his government,” fur 
the purpoſes atorcſaid, yet, more than two years after, 
he did write to his private agent, Major Palmer, that is 
to ſay, in his letter of the 6th of May 1783, © that it 
has been a matter of equal ſurpriſe and concern to him, 
© to learn from the letters of the reſident, that the 
% Nabob Vizier was with difficulty, and almoſt un- 

| „ con- 
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* conquerable reluctance, induced to give his conſent 
ce to the attachment of the treaſure depoſited by his 
father, under the charge of the Begum his mother, 
. and to the reſumption of her Jaghire, and the other 
« Jaghires of the individuals of his family;” which 
pretence of ignorance of the Nab8b's inclinations, is 
fictitious and groundleſs. But whatever deception he 
* might pretend to be in concerning the original inten- 
tion of the Nabob, he was not, nor did he pretend to 
be, ignorant of his, the Nabob's reluctance to proceed 
in the ſaid meaſures; but did admit his knowledge of 
the Nabob's reluctance to their full execution, and yet 
did juſtify the ſame as follows: | 

I deſire that you will inform him (the Nabob) that 
“ in thefe and the other meaſures which were either 
« propoſed by him, or received his concurrence in the 
cc agreement paſted between us at Chunar, I neither 
* had nor could have any object but his relief, and the 
* flrengthening of his connection with the Company; and 
te that I ſhould not on any other ground have expoſed 
« myſelf to the perſonal obloguy which they could not fail 
E 1% draw upon me by my participation in them, but left 
© him to regulate, by his own diſcretien, and by his 
* own means, the ceconomy of his own finances, and 
« with much more cauſe, the aſſertion of his domeſtic right. 
In theſe, be had no regular claim to my interference; nor 
* had I, in my public character, any claim upon him, 
* but for the payment of the debt then due from him 
* to the Company, although I was under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations to require it for the relief of the preſſing 
«* exigrencics of their affairs, —He will well remember 
«© the manner in which, at a viſit to him in his own 
« tent, I declared my acquieſcence freely and without 
<« heſitation to each propoſition, which afterwards 
formed the ſubſtance of a written agreement, as he 
« ſeverally made them; and he can want ro other 
« evidence of my motives for ſo chearful a conſent, nor 
« for the requeſts which I added as the means of ful- 
« filling his purpoſes in them. Had he not made 
© theſe meaſures his own option, I ſhould not have 
« propoſed them; but having once adopted them, - 
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« made them the conditions of a formal and ſacred agrec- 
« ment, | bad no longer an option to diſpenſe with them, 
. « but was bound to the complete performance and execution 
« of them, as points of public duty and of national faith, 
« for which I was reſponſible to my King, and the Company, 
« my immediate ſuperiors; and this was the reaſ'n jor my 
©« infifting on ther performance and execution, when I was 
&« told that the Nabob himſelf bad relaxed from his original 

© purpoſe, and expreſſed a reluctance to proceed in it.“ | 


XX. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings does admit, that the 
Nabob bad originally no regular claim upon him for 
his interference, nor he any claim on the Nabob, which 
might entitle him to interfere in the Nabob's domeſtic 
concerns; yet, in order to Juſtify his ſo invidious an 
interference, he did, in the letter aforeſaid, give a 
falſe account of the ſaid treaty, which (as beforemen- 
tioned) did nothing more than give a permiſſion to the 
N.bob to reſume the Jaghires, if HE ſboull judge the 
ſame to be neceſſary ; and did therefore leave the right of 
diſpenſing with the whole, or any part thereof, as 
much in his option after the treaty, as it was before; 
the declared intent of the article being only to remove 
the reſtraint of the Company's guarantee forbiddin 
ſuch reſumption, but furniſhing nothing which coul 
authorize putting that reſumption into the hands and 
power of the Company, to be enforced at their diſcre- 
tion. And with regard to the other part of the ſpoil 
made by ordcr of the faid Haſtings, and by him, in 
the letter aforeſaid, ſtated to be made equally againſt 
the will of the Nabob; namely, that which was com- 
mitted on the perſonal and moveable property of the 
female parents of the Nabub, nothing whatſoever in 
relation to the ſame is ſtipulated in the ſaid pretended 
treaty, 


XXI. 


That the faid Haſtings, in aſſerting that he was 
bound to the acts atcreſaid by public duty, and even 


by 
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by national faith, in the very inftance in which that 
national faith was by him groſsly violated; and in juſ- 
tifying himſelf, by alledging that he was bound to the 
com plete execution, by a reſponſibility to the Company 
which he immediately ſerved; and by aſſerting, that 
theſe violent and rapacious procerdings, ſubjecting all 
perions concerned in them to obloquy, would be the 
means of ſtrengthening the connection of the Nabob 
with the Britiſh United Company of Merchants 
trading to to the Eaſt Indies; did diſgrace the authority 
under which he immediately ated. And that the ſaid 
Haſtings, in juſtifying his obligation to the ſaid acts 
by a reſponſibility to the King, namely to the King of 
Great Britain, did endeavour to throw upon h's Ma- 
jeſty, his lawful ſovereign (whoſe name and character 
he was bound to reſpect, and to preſerve in eſtimation 
with all peiſons, and particularly with the ſovereign 
princes, the allies of his Government) the diſgrace and 
odium of the aforeſaid acts, in which a ſovereign prince 
was by him the ſaid Haſtings made an inſtrument of 
| perfidy, wrong, and outrage, to two mothers and 
wives of ſovereign princes; and in which he did ex- 
hib t to all Aſia (a country remarkable fot the utmoſt 
devorion to parental authority) the ſpectacle of a 
Chriſtian Governor repreſenting a Chriſtian Sovereign, 
compelling a ſon to become ahe inſtrument of ſuch 
violence and extortion againſt his own mother. 


XXII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings; by fepeated meſ- 
ſages and injunctions, and under menaces of «<a 
« dreadful reſponſibility,” did urge the reſident to a 
completion of this barbarous act; and well knowing 
that ſuch an act would probably be refiſted, did order 
him, the ſaid reſident, to uſe the Britiſn troops under 
his direction for that purpoſe, and did offer the aſſiſt- 
ance of further forces, urging the execution in the 
following peremptory terms: © You yourſelf muſt be 
&« perſonally preſent, you muſt not allow any negocia- 
e tion or forbearance ; but muſt proſecute both ſer- 
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te vices, until the Begums (Princeſſes) are at the en 
&« tire mercy of the Nabob. | 


That in conformity to the ſaid peremptorv orders, 
4 party of Britiſh and other troops, with the Nabob in 
the oſtenſible, and the Briciſh reſident in the real com- 
mand, were drawn towards the eity of Fyzabad, in the 
caſtle of which city the mother and grand-mother of the 
Nabob had their reſidence; and after expending two 
days in negociation (the particulars of which do not 
appear) the reſident not receiving the ſatisfaction he 
looked for, the town was firſt ſtormed, and afterwards 
the caſtle; and little or no reſiſtance being made; and 
no blood being ſhed on either fide, the Britiſh troops 
occupied all the outer incloſure of the palace of one of 
the Princeſſes, and blocked up the other. EI 


XXIV. 


That this violent aſſault and forcible occupation of 
their houſes, and the further extremities they had to 
apprehend, did not prevail on the female parents of the 

abob to conſent to any ſubmiſſion, until the reſident 
ſent in unto them a letter from the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings (no copy of which appears) declaring himſelf 
no longer bound by the guaranty, and contzining 
ſuch other matter as tended to remove all their hopes, 
which ſeemed to be centered in Britiſh faith. 


XXV. 


That the chief officers of their houſhold, who were 
their treaſurers 2nd confidential agents, the eunuchs 
Jewar Ali Khan, and Behar Ali Khan, perſons of great 
eminence, rank, and diſtinction, who had been in high 
truſt and favour with the late Nabob, were ignominiouſly 
put into confinement under an inferior officer, in orderto 
extort the diſcovety of the treaſures and effects committed 
to their care and fidelity. And the ſaid Middleton did 
loon after, that is to ſay, on the 12th of January 1782, 

O deliver 
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deliver them over for the ſame purpoſe into the cuſtody 
of Captain Neal Stewart, commanding the 8th regi- 
ment, by his order given in the following words: 
L To be kept in cloſe and ſecure confinement, admit- 
« ting of no intercourſe with them, excepting by their 
© four menial ſervants, who are authoriſed to attend 
* them until further orders. You will allow them to 
ce have any neceſſary and convenience which may be 
cc conſiſtent with a ſtrict guard over them.” | 


XXVI. 


That in conſequence of theſe ſeverities upon herſelf, 
and on thoſe whom ſhe moſt regarded and truſted, 
the mother of the ſaid Nabob did at length conſent to 
the delivering up of her treaſures, and the ſame were 

aid to the Reſident, to the amount of the bond given 
y the Nabob to the Company for his balance of the 
year 1779-80, and the ſaid treaſure © was taken from 
«© the moſt ſecret receſſes in the houſes of the two 


“ eunuchs.“ 


XXVII. 


That the Nabob continuing ſtill under the preſſure 
of a further pretended debt to the Company for his 
balance of the year 1780-81, the Reſident not ſatisfied 
with the ſeizure of the eſtates and treaſures of his pa- 
rents afyreſaid, although he the ſaid Reſident did con- 
feſs that the Princeſs mother “ had declared, with ap- 
ce parent truth, that ſhe had delivered up the whole of 
« the property in her hands, excepting goods, which 
cc from the experience which he the Reſident had of 
&« the ſmall produce of the ſales of a former payment 
« made by her in that mode, he did refuſe, and that, 
c in his opinion, it certainly would have amounted to 
ec little or nothing,” did proceed to extort another 
great fum of money, that is to ſay, the ſum of 
J. 120,050 ſtrriing, on account of the laſt pretended 
balance aforeſaid, In order thereof to compel the 


ſaid miniſters and treaſurers either to diſtreſs their prin- 


cipals, 
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cipals, by extorting whatever valuable ſubſtance might, 
by any poſſibility, remain concealcd, or to furniſh the 
ſaid ſum from their own eſtates, or from their credit 
with their friends, did order their impriſonment to be 
aggravated with circumſtances of great cruelty, giving 
an order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, dated 20th 
of January 1782, in the following words: 


. 

«© When this note is delivered to you by Hoolas 
© Roy, 1 have to defire, that you order the two pri- 
« ſoners to be put in irons, ke ping them from all food, 
Sc. agreeable to my inſtructions of yeſterday. 

(Signed 


NATHL MIDDLETON.” 
XX VIII. 


That by the ſaid unjuſt and rigorous proceeding, 
the ſaid Eunuchs were compelled to give their engage - 
ment for the payment of J. 120,000 ſterling aforeſaid, 
to be compleated within the period of one month : but 
after they had entered into the ſaid compulſory engage- 
ment, they were ſtill kept in cloſe. impriſonment, and 
the mother and grand-mother of the Nabob were them» 
ſelves held under a ſtrict guard; although at the ſame 
time, the confiſcated eſtates were actually in the Com- 
pany's poſlcfſicn, and found to exceed the amount of 
what they were rated at in the general liſt of confiſ- 
cated eſtates ; and although the aſſiſtant reſident John- 
ſon did confeſs © that the object of diſtreſſing the Bhow 
«« Begum was merely to. obtain a ready money inſtead of 
&© dilatory payment, and that this ready money pay- 
« ment, it not paid, was recoverable in the courſe of a 
„ few months upon the Jaghiers in his poſſeſſion ; and 
that therefore it was not worth proceeding to any 
c extremities beyond the one deſcribed (namely the 
*« confinement of the Princeſſes, and the impriſon- 
ment and fettering of their miniſters) upon ſo re- 
te ſpeCtable a family.“ 


O 2 LXIX, 
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XXIX. 


That after the ſurrender of the treaſure, and the 
paſſing the bonds and obligations given as aforeſaid, 
the reſident having been ſtrictly ordered by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings not to make any ſettlement whatſo- 
ever with the ſaid women of high rank, the Nabob was 
induced to leave the city of Fyzabad, without taking 
leave of his mother, or ſhewing her any mark of dury 
or civility, - And on the ſame day the reſident left the 
City aforeſaid ; and after his return to Lucknow, in 
order to pacify the ſaid Haſtings, who appeared to 
reſent that the Nabob was not urged to greater degrees 
of rigour than thoſe hitherto uſed towards his mother, 
he. the ſaid reſident did, in his letter of the 6th Febru- 
ary, give him an aſſurance in the following words: 
* I ſhall, as you direct, uſe m' influence to diſſuade 
« his Excellency from concluding any ſettlement until 
* I have your further commands.” 5 


XXV. 


That the payment of the bond laſt extorted from 
the eunuchs was ſoon after commenced, and the 
grand-mother, as well as the mother, were now com- 
pelled to deliver what they declared was the extent of 
the while of both their poſſeſſions, including down to 
their table utenſils; which, as tue reſident admitted, 
ce they had been, and were ſtill delivering, and that 
© no proof had yet been obtained of their having 
e more,” | 

XXXI. 

That bullion, jewels, and goods, to the amount 
of five hundred thouſand pounds and upwards, 
were actually received by the refident; for the uſe of 
the Compan , b-fore the 23d of February 1782; and 
there remained, on the ſaid extorted bond, no more 
than about C. 25,000, according to the ſtatement of the 
eunuchs, and not above fitty thouſand according to 
that made by che reſident, | | 

XXXII. 
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That in this advanced ſtate of the delivery of the ex- 
torted treaſure, the miniſters of women aforeſaid of the 
reigning family, did apply to Captain Leonard Jaques, 
under whoſe cuſtody they were confined, to be inform- 
ed of the deficiency with which they ſtood charged, 
that they might endeavour, with the affiſtance of their 
friends, to provide for the ſame, and praying that 
they might, through his mediation, be freed from the 
hardſhips they ſuffered under their confinement; to 
which application they received an inſolent anſwer 
from the ſaid Richard Johnſon, dated February 25th, 
1782, declaring, that part in what he had received in 
payment was in jewels and bullion; and that more 
than a month, the time fixed for che final payment, 
would elapſe befure he could diſpoſe of the ſame ; 
inſiſting upon a ready money payment, and aſſuring 
them, © that the day on which their agreement ex- 
« pired, he ſhould be indiſpenſibly obliged to recom- 
te mence ſeverities upon them, until the laſt farthing 
* was fully paid.” And in order to add to their terrors 
and hardſhips, as well as to find ſome pretext for 
the further cruel and inhuman acts intended, an a 
parently groundleſs-and injurious charge was ſuggeſted 
to the impriſoned miniſters aforeſaid, in the followin 
words :—© You may alſo mention to them, chat f 
“ have reaſon to ſuſpe that the commotions raiſed by 
„HBulbudder, has not been without their fuggeftion and 
abetment, which, if proved upon them, in addition 
«« to the probable breach of their agreement, will make 
* their ſſtuation very deſperate.” 


XXXII. 


That on the receipt of the ſaid letter, that is, on the 
2d of March, the miniſters aforeſaid did aver, that they 

were not able to obtain caſh in lieu of the jewels and 
other effects; but that if the goods were ſold, and they 
releaſed from their conſinement, and permitted (as they 
have before requeſted) to go abroad among their 


irjends, they could ſooa make good the deficiency ; 
wy | = 
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and they did abſolutely deny“ that they had any 
& hand in the commotions raiſed by Bulbudder, or 


« any kind of correſpondence with him or his ad- 
« herents,” 


XXXIV. 


That the priſoners aforeſaid did ſhortly after, that is 
to ſay, on the 13th March, 1782, a third time renew their 
application to Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, the re- 
ſident, and did requeſt that the jewels remaining in 
his the ſaid reſident's hands, towards the payment of 
the balance remaining, „might he valued by four or 
Ce five eminent merchants, Muſſelmen and Hindus, 
ce upon oath,” and that if any balance ſhould afterwards 
appear, they would upon their releaſe get their friends 
to advance the fame; and they did again repreſent the 
hardſhip of their impriſonment, and pray for relief ; 
and did again aſſert, that the imputations thrown upon 
them by the ſaid. Richard Johnſon were falſe and 
groundleſs; “ that they had no kind of intercourſe, 
c either directly or indirectly, with the authors of the 
% commotions alluded to, and that they did ſtake 
their lives upon the ſmalleſt proof thereof being 
„brought.“ TO 


XXXV, 


That inſtead of their receiving any anſwer to any of 
the aforeſaid reaſonable propoſitions, concerning either 
the account ſtated, or the crimes imputed to them, or 
any relief from the hardſhips they ſuffered, he, the re- 
lident Middleton, did, on the 18th of the ſaid month, 
give to the officer who had ſupplicated in favour of the 
laid priſoners, an order, in which he declared himſelf 
© under the diſagreeable neceſſity of recurring to ſe- 
« yerities, to enforce the ſaid payment; and that this 
<* js therefore to defire that you immediately cauſe 
« them to be put in irons, and keep them ſo until I 
&« ſhall arrive at Fyzabad to take Runder meaſures as 
« may be neceſſary.” Which order being received at 
Fyzabad the day after it was given, the ſaid eunuchs were 

a ſecond 
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a ſecond time thrown into irons. And it appears that 
(probably in reſentment for the humane repreſentations 
of the ſaid Captain Jaques) the reſident did refuſe to 

ay for the fetters, and other contingent charges of the 
impriſonment of the ſaid miniſters of the Nabob's 
mother, when at the ſame time very liberal contingent 
allowances were made to other officers z and the ſaid 
Jaques did ſtrongly remonftrate againſt the ſame as 
follows: —“ You have alſo ordered me to put the 
te priſoners in irons—This I have done: yet, as I have 
* no bulineſs to purchaſe fetters, or ſupply them any 
* other way, it is but reaſonable that you ſhould order 
« me to be reimburſed. And why ſhould I add any 
thing more? A late commander at this place, I 
“ am told, draws near as many thouſands monthly 
* contingencies, as my trifling letter for hundreds. 
«© However, if you cannot get my bill paid, be fo 
“ obliging as to return it; and give me an opportu- 
« nity of declaring to the world, that I believe I am 
te the firſt officer in the Company's ſervice who has 
« ſuffered in his property by an independant com- 
mand.“ 


XXXVI. 


That, in about two months after the ſaid priſoners 
had continued in irons in the manner aforeſaid, the 
officer on guard, in a letter of the 18th May did re- 
preſent to the refident as follows: The priſoners, 
4 Baher and Jewar Ali Khan, who ſeem to be very 
*« ſickly, have requeſted their irons might be taken 
ce off for a few days, that they might take medicine, 
e and walk about the garden of the place where they 
e are confined. Now, as I am ſure they will be equally 
ce ſecure without their irons as with them, | think it my 
duty to inform you of this requeſt: I deſire to know 
your pleaſure concerning it.“ To which letter the 
ſaid officer did receive a direct refuſal, dated 22d 
May 1782, in the following words :—* I am ſorry it 
is not in my power to comply with your propoſal of 


« eaſing the priſoners for a few days of their. fetters. 
Much 
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4 Much as my humanity may be touched by their ſuf- 
« ferings, I ſhould think it inexpedient to afford them 
& any alleviation, while they perſiſt in a breach of 
« their contract with me: and indeed, no indulgence 
e can be ſhewn them without the authority of the Na- 
* bob, who, inſtead of conſenting to moderate the 
« rigours of their ſituation; would be moſt willing 
« to multiply them.” Endeavouring to join the Na- 
bob, whom he well knew to be reluctant in the whole 
proceeding, as a party in the cruelties, by which 
through the medium of her ſervants, it was intended 
to coerce his mother. 


XXXVII. 


That the ſaid reſident, in a few days after, that is to 
ſay, on the 1ſt June 1782, in a letter to Major Gilpin, 
in commangl at Fyzabad, did order the account, as by 
himſelf ſtated to be read to the priſoners ; and, with- 
out taking any notice of their propofal concerning the 
valuation of the effects, or their denial of the offences 
imputed to them, to demand a poſitive anſwer relative 
to the payment; and * upon receiving from them a 
« negative or unſatisfactory reply, to inform them that 
& all further negociation being at an end, they muſt 
© Ptepare for their removal to Lucknow, where they 
* would be called upon to anſwer, not only their re- 
« cent breach of faith and folemn engagement, but 
cc allo to atone for other heavy offences; the puniſh- 
© ment of which, as had frequently been ſignified to 
them, it was in their power to have mitigated, by 
« a proper acquittal of themſelves in this tranſaction.” 
By which inſinuations, concerning the pretended' of- 
fences of the ſa d unhappy perſons, and the manner by 
which they were to atone for the ſame, and by theit 
never having been ſpecifically and directly made, it 
doth appear, that the ſaid crimes and offences were 
charged for the purpole of extorting money, and not 
upon the principles or for the ends of juſtice.“ 
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parties to diſcharge the comparatively ſmall remainder 
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That after ſome ineffectual negociations to make the 
priſoners pay the money, which it does not appear to 
have been in their power to pay, they were again 
threatened by the Reſident, in a letter to Major Gilpin, 
dated the gth June 1782, in the following terms :— 
I wiſh you to explain once more to the priſoners, the 
6 imprudence and folly of their conduct, in forcing 
e me to a meaſure which muſt be attended with con- 
« ſequences lo very ſerious to them; and that, when 
c once they are removed to Lucknow, it will not be in 


„ mmy power lo ſhew them mercy, or to fland between 


« them and the vengeance of the Nabob. Adviſe them 
ce to reflect ſeriouſly upon the unhappy ſituation in 
« which they will be involved in one caſe, and the re- 
lief it will in be my power to procure them in the 
e other; and let them make their option.“ 


XXXIX. 


That he, the ſaid Reſident, did alſo, at the ſame 
time, receive a letter from the Princeſs mother, which 
letter does not appear, but to which only the following 
inſolent return was made; that is to ſay, © The letter 
& from the Bhow Begum is no ways ſatisfactory, and 
] cannot think of returning an anſwer to it. Indeed 
« all correſpondence between the Begum and me has 
long been ſtopped; and I requeſt you will be pleaſed 
« to inform her, that I by no means wiſh to reſume it, 
& or to maintain any friendly intercourſe with her, un- 
ce til ſhe has made good my claim upon her for the 
« balance due.“ 


XL. 


That in conſequence of theſe threats, and to prevent 
a ſeparation of the miniſters from their miſtreſſes, 
ſeveral plans for the payment of the balance were offer- 
ed, both by the mother of the Nabob, and the pri- 
ſoners, to which no other objection appears to have 
been made, than the length of time required by the 


of 
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of the extorted bond; the officer on command declar- 
ing, that, conformable to his inſtructions, he could 
not receive the ſame. 5 


XLI. 


That the priſoners were actually removed from the 
city of their reſidence to the city of Lucknow, where 
they arrived on the 24th of June 1782, and were, on the 
next day, threatened with ſeverities, * ro make them 
& diſcover where the balance might be procurable.” 
And on the 28th, it ſhould ſeem, that the ſeverities, 
for the purpoſe aforeſaid, were inflicted, at leaſt upon 
one of them; for the aſſiſtant Reſident, Johnſon, did, 
on that day, write to Captain Waugh, the officer com- 
manding the guard, the letter following, full of diſ- 

race to the honour, juſtice, and humanity of the 
Briciſh nation. | 


3 


6% The Nabob having determined to inflift corporal 
* puniſhment upon the priſoners under your guard, this 
« 1s to deſire, that his officers, when they ſhall come, 
c may have free acceſs to the priſuners, and be permit- 
&« ed to do With them as they ſhall ſee proper, only taking 
« care, that they leave them always under your charge,” 


XLII. 


That the ſaid Richard Johnſon did, further to terrify 
the priſoners, and to extort by all ways the remainder 
of the ſaid unjuſt, oppreſſive, and rapacious demand, 
threaten to remove them-out of the Nabob's dominions 
into the caſtle of Chunargur, in order for ever to ſepa- 
rate them from their principals, and deprive both the 
parties of their reciprocal protection and ſervices, and 
did order a further guard to be kept on the palace of 
the grandmother of the Nabob, an ally of the compa- 
ny, and to prevent the entrance of the proviſions to her 
(which order relative to the guard only was executed) 
and did uſe ſundry unworthy and inſulting menaces, both 
w.th regard io herſelf and to her principal miniſters, 

| . XLIII. That 
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That a propoſal was ſoon after made by the ſaid 
Princeſs and her daughter-in-law, praying that their 
miniſters aforeſaid ſhould be returned to Fyzabad, and 
offering to raiſe a ſum of money on that condition; 
as alſo that they would remove from one of their 
palaces, whilſt the Engliſh were to be permitted to 
{earch the other. But the aſſiſtant Reſident Johnſon did, 
inſtead of a compliance with the former of theſe pro- 
poſitions, ſend the following orders, dated 23d July 
1782, to the officer commanding the guard on the 
miniſters aforeſaid : ** Some violent demands having 
e been made for the releaſe of the priſoners, it is necel- 
tc ſary that every poſſible precaution be taken for their 
« ſecurity; you will therefore be pleaſed to be very 
« ſtrict in guarding them; and I herewith ſend another 
« pair of fetters to be added to thoſe now upon the pri- 
ce ſoners.” And in anſwer to the ſecond propoſition, 
the ſaid Reſident did reply in the following terms; 
« The propoſal of evacuating one palace, that it may 
ce be ſearched, and then evacuating the next, upon the 
« ſame principle, is apparently fair: but it is well 
« known in the firſt place, that ſuch bricked up, or 
cc otherwiſe hidden treaſure, is not to be hit upon in a 
« day, without a guide. I have therefore informed the 
« Nabob of this propoſal, and if the matter is to be 
« reduced to a ſearch, he will go himſelf with fuch 
« people as he may poſſeſs, for information, together 
« with the priſoners; and when in poſſeſſion of the 
« ground, by puniſhing the priſoners, or by ſuch other 
cc means as he may find moſt effectual to forward a ſucceſs- 
« ful ſearch upon the ſpot, he will avail himſelf of the 
“ propofal made by the Bhow Begum,” 


XLIV. 


That probably from the Nabob's known and avowed: 
reluctance to lend himſelf. to the perpetration of the 
oppreſſive and iniquitous proceedings of the repreſen- 
tative of the Britiſh government, the ſcandalous plan, 
aforelaid was not carried into execution: And all the 

P 2. rigours 
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rigours practiſed upon the chief miniſters of the ladies 
aforeſaid at Lucknow, being found ineffectual, and the 
Princeſs mother having declared herſelf ready to deliver 
up every thing valuable in her poſſeſſion, which Baher 
Ally Khan, one of her confidential miniſters aforeſaid, 
only could come at, the ſaid change of priſon was 
agreed to: but not until the Nabob's mother had, 
engaged to pay, for the ſaid change of priſon, a ſum 
of ten thouſand pounds (one half of which was paid 
on the teturn of the Eunuchs) and that“ ſhe would, 
ranſack the Zenana (women's apartments) “ for kin- 
© cobs, muſlins, cloaths, &c. &c. &c. and that ſhe 
ce would even allow a deduction from the annual al- 
& lowance, made to her for her ſubſiſtence in lieu 
* of her Jaghire.“ 
XLV. 

That ſoon after the return of the aforeſaid. miniſters 
to the place of their impriſonment at Fyzabad, bonds 
for the five thouſand pounds aforeſaid, and goods, 
eſtimated, according to the valuation of a merchant 
appointed to value the ſame, at the ſum of forty thou- 
ſand pounds, even allowing them to ſell greatly under 
their value, were delivered to the commanding officer 
at Fyzabad; and the ſaid commanding officer did 
promiſe to the Begum to viſit Lucknow with ſuch 
propoſals as he hoped would ſecure the mall balance of 


fifteen thouſand pounds remaining of the unjuſt exac- 


tion aforeſaid. But the ſaid Refident Middleton did, in 
h's letter of the 17th of the ſaid month, poſitively re- 
fuſe to liſten to any terms, before the final diſcharge of 
the whole of the demand; and did pofit:vely forbid 
the commanding officer to come to Lucknow to make 
the propoſal aforeſaid, in the terms following; © As it 
is not poſſible to liſten to any terms from ihe Begums, 
% before the ina diſcharge of their conditicnal agree- 
ment for fifty-five lacks, your coming here upon 
«*« ſuch an agency can only be loſs of time in completing 
the recovery of: rhe balance of 6,55,000; for which 
your reg ment was ſent to Fyzabad. I muſt there- 
fore defire you will leave no efforts, gentle or harſh, 
© unattempted, to complete this, before you move 
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6“ from Fyzabad; and I am very anxious that this 
*« ſhould be as ſoon as poſſible, as / ant to employ your 
«« regiment upon other emergent ſervice, now ſuffering by 
* every delay.” | 


XLVI. 


That the goods aforeſaid were ſent to Lucknow, 
and diſpoſed of in a manner unknown; and the harſh 
and oppreſſive meaſures aforeſaid being ſtill continued, 
the Begum did, about the middle of October 1782, 
caule to be repreſented to the ſaid Middleton as fal- 
lows: © That her ficuation was truly pitiable; ber 
© eſtate ſequeſtered ; her treaſury ranſacked ; her C 
* jahs priſoners ; and her ſervants deſerting daily froza 
« want of ſubſiſtence. That ſhe had ſokcited the loan 
* of money, to ſatisfy the demands of the Company, 
“ from every perſon that ſhe imagined would or couid 
<« afjiſt her with any; but that the opulent would not 
„ liſten to her adverſity.— She had hoped that he 
« wardrobe ſent to Lucknow might have ſold for at 
c leaſt one halt of the company's demands on her; but 
cc even jewellery and goods, ſhe finds from woeful ex- 
s perience, loſe their value the moinent it is known 
ce they come from her. That ſhe had now ſolicited the 
< loan of caſh from Almas Ally Cawn, and if ſhe failed 
© in that application, ſhe had no hopes of ever borrow- 
« ing a ſum equal to the demand.” An hope not 
likely to be realized, as the ſaid Almas Ali was then 
engaged for a ſum of money to be raiſed for the Com- 
pany's uſe on the ſecurity of their confiſcated lands; 
the reſtoration of which could form the only apparent 
ſecurity for a loan, | 


XLVIL 


That this remonſtrance produced no effect on the 
mind of the aforeſaid refident ; who being about this 
time removed from his reſidency, did, in a letter to his 
ſucceſſor Mr. Briſtow, dated 23d October 1782, in ef- 
fe& recommend a perſeverance in the crucl and oppref- 
live reſtraints aforeſaid, as a certain means of recovering 
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the remainder of the extorted bond; and that the lands 
with which the Princeſſes aforeſaid had been endowed, 
thould not be reſtored to them. 


XLVIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was duly apprized of 
all the material circumſtances in the unjuſt proceedings 
aforeſaid ; but did nothing to ſtop the courſe they were 
in, or to prevent, relieve, or mitigate the ſufferings of 
the parties affected by them; on the contrary, he did, 
in his letter of the 25th of January 1782, to the reſident 
Middleton, declare that the Nabob having conſented to 
the © reſumption ot the Jaghires held by the Begums, 
* and to the confiſcation of their treaſures, and thereby 
« involved my own name and the credit of the Com- 
« pany in a participation of both meaſures, I have a 
« right to require and inſiſt on the complete execution of 
&« them; and I look to you for their execution, declar- 
„ing, that I ſhall hold you accountable for it.” And 
it appears, that he did write to the Nabob a letter in 
the ſame peremptory manner; but the ſaid letter has 
been ſuppreſſed, 


SLIX: . 
That he the ſaid Haſtings further did manifeſt the 


concern he took in, and the encouragement which he 
gave to the proceedings aforeſaid, by conferring ho- 
nours and diſt inctions upon the miniſters of the Nabob, 
whom he, the Nabob, did conſider as having in the ſaid 
roceedings diſobeyed him and betrayed him, and as 
inſtruments in the d.ſhonour of his family, and the 
vſurpation of his authority.—That the ſaid Miniſters 
did make ad dteſſes to the ſaid Haſtings for that purpoſe 
(which addreſſes the ſaid Haſtings hath ſuppreſſed); and 
the reſilient Middleton did, with his letter of the 11th 
of February 1782, tranſmit the fame; and did, in the 
ſaid letter, acquaint the ſaid Haſtings, that the Mi- 
© niſters of the Nabob had incurred much odium on 
account of their participation in his mcaſures, and 
that 
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« that they were not only conſidered by the party of 
« th: diſpoſſeſſed Jaghiredars, and the mother and 
« uncle of the Nabob, but by the Nabob himſelf, as the 
&« dependents of the Engliſh government, which they certainly 
&« are; and it is Ly its declared and moſt obvious ſupport 
„ alone, that they can maintain the authority and in- 
« fluence which is indiſpenſibly neceſſary.“ And the 
ſaid Middleton did therefore recommend, © that they 
« ſhould be honoured with ſome teſtimony of his (the 
« ſaid Haſtings's) approbation and favour.” And he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſend kellauts or robes of 
honour (the moſt public and diſtinguiſhed mode of ac- 
knowledging merit known in India) to the ſaid Minif- 
ters in teſtimony of his approbation of their late ſervices, 


L. 


That the ſaid Haſtings did not only give the afore- 
ſaid publ:c encouragement to the miniſters of the Na- 
bob to betray and inſult their maſter and his family, in 
the manner aforeſaid, but when the ſaid Nabob did 
write ſeveral letters to him, the ſaid Haſtings, expreſſive 
of his diſlike of being uſed as an inſtrument in the dif- 
honourable acts aforeſaid, and refuſing to be further con- 
cerned therein, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did nor 
only ſuppreſs and hide the ſaid letters from the view of 
the Court of Directors; but in his inſtructions to the 
reſident Briſtow, did attribute them to Hyder Beg Khan, 
miniſter to the Nabob (whom in other reſpects he did 
before and ever ſince ſupport againſt his maſter) and 
did expreſs himſelf with great ſcorn and contempt of 
the ſaid Nabob, and with much aſperity againſt the ſaid 
miniſters; affirming, in proud and inſolent terms, that 
he had, © by an abuſe of his influence over the Nabob, 
* he, the Nabob himſelf, being / as he ever muſt be in the 
* hands of ſome perſon) a mere cypher in his, (the ſaid mi- 
&« niſter's) dared to make him (the Nabob) aſſume a very 

u#becoming tone of retuſal, reproach, and reſentment, 
« in oppaſition to meaſures recommended by ME, and 
even to atis done by MY authority,” the ſaid Haſtings, 
in the inſtruction aforeſaid, particularizing the reſump- 
tion of the Jaghires, and the confiſcation of the _ 

ures 
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{ſures tht had been ſo long ſuffered to remain in the 
hands of his (the Nabob's) mother. But the letters 
of the Nabob, which in the ſaid inſtructions he refers 
to, as containing an oppoſition to the meaſures recom- 
mended by him, and which he aſſerts was conveyed in a 
very unbecoming tone of refuſal, reproach, and reſent- 
ment, he the ſaid Haſtings hath criminally withheld from 
the Company, contrary to their orders, and to his duty; 
-and the more, as the ſaid letters muſt tend to ſhew in 
what manner the ſaid Nabob did feel the indignities 
offered to his mother, and the manner in which the 
ſaid miniſters, notwithſtanding their known dependence 
on the Engliſh government, did exprefs their ſenſe of 
the part which their ſovereign was compelled to act in 
the {aid diſgraceful m:aſures. And in further inſtruc- 
tions to him the ſaid new reſident, he did declare his 
approbation of the evil acts aforeſaid, as well as his re- 
folution of compelling the Nabob to thoſe rigorous pro- 
ceedings againſt his parent, from which he had long 
ſhewn himſelf ſo very averſe, in the following words: 
« The ſeverities which have been increaſed towards the 
« Begums were molt juſtly merited, by the advantage 
* which they took of the troubles in which I was per- 
* ſonally involved laſt year, to create a rebellion in the 
% Nabob's government, and to complete the ruin which 
they thought was impending on ours.” „If it is 
« the Nabob's deſire to forget and to forgive their paſt 
« offences, I have no objection to his allowing them, 
« in penſion, the nominal amount of their Jaghires ; 
« but if he ſhall eter offer to reſtore their Jaghires to 
« them, or to give them any property in land, after 
« the warning which they have given him by the 
« dangerous abuſe which they formerly made of his 
ce indulgence, you muſt remonſtrate in the ſtrongeſt 
« terms againſt it; you muſt not permit ſuch an event 10 
« 7ake place, until this government ſhall have received 
« information of it, and ſhall have had time to inter- 
ce poſe its influence for the prevention of it.” And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did, in the manner 
aforeſaid, poſitively refuſe to admit the Nabob to re- 
ſtore to his mother and grandmother any part of theit 


landed eſtates for their maintenance, did well know that 
the 
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the revenues of the ſaid Nabob were at that time ſo far 
applied to the demands of the company (by him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, aggravated beyond the whole of 
what they did produce) or were otherwiſe ſo far applied 
to the purpoſes of ſeveral of the ſervants of the com- 
pany and others, the dependants of him the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, that none of the penſions or allowances aſſigned 
by the ſaid Nabob, in licu of the eſtates confiſcated, 
were paid, or were likely to be diſcharged with that 
punctuality which was neceſſary even to the ſcanty ſub- 
ſiſtence of the perſons, to which they were in name and 
appearance applied. For, 


LI. 


That ſo early as the 6th of March 1782, Captain Leo- 
nard Jaques, who commanded the forces on duty for 
the purpoſe of diſtreſſing the ſeveral women in the pa- 
laces at Fyzabad, did complain to the reſident, Richard 
Johnſon, in the following words: * The women be- 


<« longing to the Khord Mohul (or leſſer palace) com- 


ce plain of their being in want of every neceſſary of life, 
c and are at laſt driven to that deſperation, that they 
at night get on the top of the Zenanah, make a great 
«« diſturbance, and laſt night not only alarmed the cen- 
ce tinels poſted in the garden, but threw dirt at them: 
e they threaten to throw themſelves from the walls of 
& the Zenanah, and alſ> to break out of it. Humani- 
ce ty obliges me to acquaint you of this matter, and to 
«« requeſt to know if you have any directions to give me 
concerning it. I alſo beg leave to acquaint you I 
« ſent for Lerafit Ally Than, the cojah, who has the 
ce charge of them, and who informs me it is well 
« grounded, that they have ſold every thing they bad, 
« even to the cloaths from their backs, and now have ns 


ce means of ſubſiſting.” 
LII. 


That the diſtreſſes of the ſaid women grew ſo urgent 
on the night of the ſaid 6th of March, the day when the 
Q letter 
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letter above recited was written, that Captain Leonard 
Jaques aforeſaid did think it neceſſary to write again, 
on the day followipg, to the Britiſh reſident, in the fol- 
lowing words: © I beg leave to addreſs you again con- 
6 cerning the women in the Khord Mohul, (the leſſer 
e palace.) Their behaviour laſt night was ſo furious, 
©, that their ſeemed the greateſt probability of their 
& proceeding to the uttermoſt extremities, and that they 
“ would either throw themſelves from the walls, or force 
« open the doors of the Zenanah. I have made every en- 
« quiry concerning the cauſe of their complaints, and 
e find from Lattafit Ally Khan, that they are in a ftarv- 
ing condition, having ſold all their cloaths and neceſſaries, 
ce and now have not wherewithal to ſupport nature; and 
« as my inſtructions are quite ſilent on this head, I 
« ſhould be glad te know how to proceed in cafe they 
« were to force the doors of the Zenanah, as I ſuſpect 
ce it will happen, ſhould no ſubſiſtence be very quickly 
« ſent to them.“ 


LIII. 


That in conſequence of theſe repreſentations, it ap- 
pears that the ſaid Reſident, Richard Johnſon, did pro- 
mile that an application ſhould be made to certain of 
the ſcrvants of the Nabob Vizier, to provide for their 
ſubliſtence. 


L IV. 


That Captain Jaques being relieved from the duty 
of impriſoning the women of Suja ul Dowla, the late 
ſovereign of Oude an ally of the company, who dwelt 
in the ſaid leſſer palace, and Major Gilpin being ap- 
pointed to ſucceed, the ſame malicious deſign or de- 
ſtroying the ſaid women, or the ſame ſcandalous neglect 
of their preſervation and ſubſiſtence, did ſtill continue; 
and Major Gilpin found it neceſſary to apply to the 
new relident Briſtow, in a letter of the 3zoth of October 
1782, as follows: — | 

e Sir, laſt night about eight o'clock the women in the 
« Khord Mohul [leſſer palace] or Zenanah, [women's 
ä «© apartment ] 
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« apartment] under the charge of Latafut Ally Khan, 
« aſſembled on the tops of the buildings, crying in 4 
« moſt lamentalle manner for food, that for the laſt four 
« days they had got but a very ſcanty all;wance, and that 
« yeſterday they had got none. 


« The melancholy cries of famine are more eaſily imagin- 
« ed than deſcribed; and from their repreſentation, I 
« fear the Nabob's agents for that buſineſs are very in- 
« attentive; I therefore think it requiſite to make you 
e acquainted with the circumſtance, that his excellency 
* the Nabob may cauſe his agents to be more circum- 
<« ſpect in their conduct towards theſe poor unhappy 
Women.“ 


LV. 


That, although the Reſident Briſtow did not then 
think himſelf authorized to remove the guard, he did 
apply to the miniſter of the Nabob, who did promiſe 
ſome relief to the women of the late Nabob, confined 
in the Leſſer Palace; but apprehending, with reaſon, 
that the Miniſter aforeſaid might not be more ready or 
active in making the neceſſary proviſion for them than 
on former occafions, he did render himſelf perſonally 
reſponſible to Major Gilpin for the repayment of any 
ſum equal to one thouſand pounds ſterling, which he 
might procure for the ſubſiſtence of the ſufferers, 
But whatever relief was given (the amount thereof not 
appearing) the ſame was ſoon exhauſt:d; and the 
number of perſons to be maintained in the ſaid Leſſer 
Palace being eight hundred women, the women of the 
late ſovereign, Sujah ul Dowla, and feveral of the 
younger children of the ſaid ſovereign prince, beſides 
their attendants, Major Gilpin was obliged, on the 
fifteenth of November —_— again to addreſs the 
Reſident by a repreſentation of this tenor: © Sir, 
the repeated cries of the women in the Khord Mo- 
% hul Zenanah for ſubſiſtence has been truly me- 
« lancholy. 
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« They bez moſt piteouſly ſor lil erty, that they may earn 
« their daily bread by laborious ſervitude, or to be relieved 
* from their miſery by immediate death.” | 


* In conſequence of their unhappy ſituation, I have 
&© this day taken the liberty of drawing on you in 
ce favour of Ramnarian, at ten days ſight, for twenty 
ce ſon kerah rupees, ten thouſand of which I have 
e paid to Cojah Latafur Ally Cawn, under whoſe 
charge that Zenanah is.“ 


LVE. 


That, notwithſtanding all the promiſes and re- 
iterated engagements of the Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, 
the ladies of the Palace aforeſaid fell again into ex- 
treme diſtreſs; and the Reſident did again complain 
to the ſaid Miniſter, who was conſidered to be, and 
really and ſubſtantially was, the Miniſter of the Go- 
vernor General Warren Haſtings aforeſaid, and not of 
the Nabob, the ſaid Nabob being, according to the 
ſaid Haſtings's own account, “ a cypher in his | the 
faid Miniſter's} hands” that the funds allowed for 
their fubſiſtence, were not applied to their ſupport. 
But notwithſtanding all theſe repeated complaints and 
remonſtrances, and the conſtant promiſe of amend- 
ment on the part of his, the ſaid Haſtings's Miniſter, 
the ſupply was not more plentiful or more regular 
than before, 


LVII. 


That the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, finding by expe- 
rience the inefficacy of the courſes which had been 
purſued with regard to the mother and grandmother of 
the reigning prince of Oude; and having received a 
report from Major Gilpin, informing him, that all 
which could be done by force, had been done; and 
that the only hope which remained, for realizing the 
_ remainder of the money unjuſtly exacted as aforeſaid, 
lay in more lenient methods; he, the ſaid Reſident, 

did, 
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did, of his own authority, order the removal of the 
guard from the palaces, the 5 being long and 
much wanted for the defence of the frontier, and 
other material ſervices; and did releaſe the ſaid Mi- 
niſters of the ſaid women of rank, who had been con- 
fined and put in irons, and variouſly diſtreſſed and per- 
ſecuted, as aforerecited, for near twelve months. 


LVIII. 


That the manner in which the faid inhuman acts of 
rapacity and violence were felt, both by the women 
of high rank concerned, and by all the people, 
ſtrongly appears in the joy expreſſed on their releaſe, 
which took place on the 5th of December 1782; and 
is ſtated, in two letters of that date from Major Gilpin 
to the Reſident, in the words following: 


6 I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2d inſtant, and in conſequence immediately 
«« enlarged the priſoners, Behar Ally Khan and Jewar 
« Ally Khan, from their confinement ; a circumſtance 
% that gave the Begums, and the city of Fyzabad in 
« general, the greateſt ſatisfaction. 


In tears of joy Behar and Jewar Ally Khan ex- 
«« preſſed their ſincere acknowledgments to the Go- 
„ vernor General, his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, 
« and to you, Sir, for reſtoring them to that invalu- 
able bleſſing, liberty, for which they would ever 
e retain the moſt grateful remembrance ; and at their 
« requeſt I tranſmit you the encloſcd letters. 


„J with you had been preſent at the enlargement 
ce of the priſoners. The quivering lips, with the tears 


of joy ſtealing down the poor men's cheeks, was a 


* ſcene truly affecting. 


ce If the prayers of theſe poor men will avail, you 
will, at the laſt trump! be tranſlated to the happieſt 
« regions in heaven.“ 

LIX. That 


c 


* 
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That the Reſident Briſtow, knowing how acceptable 
the ſaid proceeding would be to all the people of 
Oude, and the neighbouring independent countries, 
did generouſly and politically (though not truly) in 
his letter to the Princeſs Mother, attribute the ſaid re- 
lief given to herlelf, and the releaſe of her Miniſters, 
to the humanity of the faid Warren Haſtings, agree- 
ably to whoſe orders he pretended to act; aſſerting, 
that he the ſaid Haſtings “ was the ſpring from 
« whence ſhe was reſtored to her dignity and conſe- 
« quence.” And the account of the proceedings afore- 
faid were regularly tranſmitted to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings on the goth of December 1782, with the 
reaſons and morives thereto, and a copy of the report 
of the officer concerning the inutility of further force, 
attended with ſundry documents concerning the fa- 
miſhing and other cruel treatment of the women and 
children of the late ſovereign; but the ſame appear to 
have made no proper impreſſion on the mind of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings; for no anſwer whatſoever was 
given to the ſaid letter until the 3d of March 1783, 
when the ſaid Haſtings, writing in his own character 
and that of the Council, did entirely paſs by all the 
circumſtances before recited, but did give directions 
for the renewal of meaſures of the like nature and 
tendency with thoſe which (for ſeveral of the laſt 
months at leaſt of the faid proceeding) had been em- 
ployed with fo little advantage to the intereſt, and 
with ſo much injury to the reputation of the Company, 
his maſters, in whoſe name he acted ; expreſſing him- 
ſelf in the ſaid letter of the 3d of March 1783, as 
follows: We defire you will inform us what means 
„ have been taken for recovering the balance [the 
„ pretended balance of the extorted money] due from 
© the Begums | Princeſſes] at Fyzabad; and, if ne- 
* ceſſary, you mult recommend it to the Vizier 10 
« enforce the moſs effeftual means for that purpoſe.” 
And the Reſident did, in his anſwer to the Board, 
dated 31ſt March 1783, on this peremptory order, 

again 


N 123 


again detail the aba v aforeſaid to the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, referring him to his former correſpon- 
dence, ſtating the utter impoſſibility of proceeding 
further by force, and mentioning certain other diſ- 
graceful and oppreſſive circumſtances ; and in parti- 
cular, That the Company did not, in plundering the 
mother of the reigning Prince of her wearing apparel 
and beaſts of carriage, receive a value in the Jeaſt 
equal to the loſs ſhe ſuffered ; the elephants having no 
buyer but the Nabob, and the cloaths, which had laſt 
been delivered to Middleton at a valuation of thirty 
thouſand pounds, were ſo damaged by i keeping, 
in warehouſes, that they could cot be fold, even for 
ſix months - credit, at much more than about eight 
thouſand; by which a loſs in a ſingle article was 
incurred of twenty-two thouſand pounds out of the 
fifty, for the recovery of which (ſuppoſing it had 
been a juſt debt) ſuch rigo ous means had been em- 
pos after having actually received upwarls of five 

undred thouſand pounds, in value to the Company; 
and extorted much more, in loſs to the ſuffering indi- 
viduals. And the ſ.id Briſtow being well acquainted 
with the unmercitul- temper of the ſaid Haſtings, in 
order to leave no means untried to appeaſe him, not 
contented with the letter to the Governor General and 
Council, did on the fame day writ: another letter 1 
him particularly, in which he did urge ſeveral argue 
ments, the neceſſity of uſing which to the ſaid Haſtings 
did reflect great diſhonour on this nation, and on the 
| Chriſtian religion therein profeſſed ; viz. © That he 
ce had experienced great embarraſſment in treating 
© with her, [the mother of the reigning Prince] for, 
c as the mother of the Vizier, the people look up to 
her with reſpect; and any hard mealures practiſed 
c againſt women of high rank, create diſcontent, and 
ce affect our national character.“ And the ſaid Reſi- 
dent, after condemning very unjuſtly her conduct, 
added, “ Still the is the mother of the Prince of the 
country, and the religious prejudices of Muſſulmen 
ce prevail too ſtrongly in their minds to forget her 
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LX. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not make any 
anſwer to the ſaid letter. But the mother of the Prince 
aforeſaid, as well as the mother of his father, being, 
in conſequence of his, the ſaid Haſtings's directions, 
inceſſantly and rudely preſſed by their deſcendent, in 
the name of the Company, to pay to the laſt farthing of 
the demand, they did both pofitively refuſe to pay any 
part of the pretended balances aforeſaid, until their 
landed eſtates were reſtored to them; on the ſecurity 
of which alone, they alledged themſelves to be in a 
condition to borrow any money, or even to provide 
for the ſubſiſtence of themſelves and their numerous 
dependents. And, in order to put ſome end to theſe 
differences, the Vizier did himſelf, about the begin- 
ning of Auguſt 1783, go to Fyzabad, and did hold 
divers conferences with Ris parents, and did conſent 
and engage to reſtore to them their landed eſtates 
aforeſaid ; and did iſſue an order that they ſhould be 
reſtored accordingly : But his Miniſter aforeſaid, hav- 
ing before his eyes the peremptory orders of him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, did perſuade his maſter to diſ- 
honour himſelf, in breaking his faith and engagement 
with his mother and the mother of his father, by firlt 
evading the execution, and afterwards totally revoking 
his ſaid public and ſolemn act, on pretence that he 
had agreed to the grant from ſhame, being in their 
« preſence [the preſence of his mother and grand- 
% mother] and that it was unavoidable at the time” 
the ſaid Miniſter declaring to him, that it would be 
ſafficient if he allowed them “ money for their ne- 
* cefary expences, and that would be doing enough.” 


LXI. 


That the faith given for the reſtoration of their lan- 
ded eſtates being thus violated, and the money for ne- 
ceſſury expences being as ill ſupplied as before, the wo- 
men and children of the late ſovereign, father of the 
reigning prince, continued expoſed to frequent want of 


the 


the common neceſſaries of life; and being ſorely preſ- 
ſed by famine, they were compelled to break through 
all the principles of local decorum and reſerve, which 
conſtitute the dignity of the female ſex in that part of 
the world, and after great cl-moyg and violent at- 
tempts, fur one whole day, to break the incloſure of the 
alace, and to force their way into the public market, 
in order to move the compaſſion of the people, and to 
beg their bread; ard they did, on the next day, actually 
proceed to the extremity of expoling themlelyes to pub- 
lic view an extremity, implying, the loweſt ſtate of diſ- 
grace and degradation; to avoid which many women 
in India have laid violent hands upon themfſelves—and 
they did proceed to the public market place, with the 
ſtarving children of the late ſovereign, and the brothers 
and filters of the reigning prince; — a minute ac- 
count of the tranſaction aforeſaid was written to the Bri- 
tiſh refident at Lucknow, by the perſon appointed to 
convey intelligence to him from Fyzabad, in the fol- 
lowing particulars, highly diſgraceful to the honour, 
juſtice, and humanity of this nation; 


„The ladies, their attendants, and ſervants, were till 
& as clamorous. as laſt night. Letafur, the Daroga, 
« went to them and remonſtrated with them on the im 
te propriety of their conduct, at the ſume time aſſuring 
them, that in a few days all their allowances would be 
© paid; and, ſhould not that be the caſe, he would ad- 
© vance chem ten days ſubſiſtence, upon condition that 
&« they returned to their habitation. None of them, 
de Hg ever, conſented to his propoſals; but were till 
e intent upon making their eſcape through the Ba- 
« zar (market place) and in Conſequence formed 
& themſelves into a line, and arranging themlelves in 
© the following otder : the children in the front; be- 
& hind them the ladies of the ſeraglio; and behind 
* them again their attendants: But their intentions 
te were fruſtrated by the oppoſition which they met 


from Letatu.'s Sepoys: | 
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« The next day Letafut went twice to the women, 
and uſed his endeavours to make them return into 
the Zenanah, promiſing to advance them 10,000 ru- 


pees; which, upon the money being paid down, 


they agreed to comply with; but night coming on, 
nothing tranſpfred. 


&« On the day following, their clamours were more 
violent than uſual. Letafut went to confer with 


them upon the buſineſs of yeſterday, offering the 


ſame terms, Depending upon the fidelity of his 
promiſes, they conſented to return to their apart- 
ments; which they accordingly d:d, except two or 
three of the ladics, and moſt of their attendants. 
Letafut then went to Hoſſmund Ally Cawn, to conſult 
with him upon what means they ſhould take. They 
came to a reſolution of driving them in by force; 
and gave orders to their Sepoys to beat any one of 
the women who ſhould attempt to move forward, 
The S:poys conſequently aſſembled ; and each on 
being provided with a bludgeon, they drove them 
by dint of beating into the Zenanah. The women, 
ſeeing the treachery oft Letafut, proceeded to, 
throw ſtones and bricks at the Sepoys, and again at- 
tempted to get out; but finding that impoſſible, from 
the gates being ſhur, they kept up a continual diſ- 
charge of ſtones and bricks. till about ten; when, 
finding their ſituation deſperate, they retired into the 
Rung Mohul, and furced their way from thence in» 
to the palace, and d:ſper'ed themſelves about the 
houſe and garden; after this they were defirous of 
getting into the Begum's apartment, but ſhe being 


apprized of their intention, ordered her doors to be 


ſhut, In the mean time, Letafut and Huhmund 
Ally Cawn poſted ſentrics to ſecure the gates of 
the leſſer Mihal. During the whole of this conflict, 
all the ladies and women remained expoſed to the 
view of the Sepoys. The Begum then ſent for Le- 


ce tafut 
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is taſut and Huſhmund Ally Cawn, whom ſhe ſeverally 
& reprimanded, and inſiſted upon knowing the cauſes of 
ce this infamous behaviour. They pleaded in their de- 
« fence the impoſſibility of helping it, as the treatment 
« the women had met with had been conformable to 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


«c 


his Excellency the Vizier's orders. The Begum al- 
ledged, that even admitting that the Nabob had given 
thoſe orders, they were by no means authorized in 
this manner to diſgrace the family of Shuja Dowla ; 
an ſhould they not receive their allowance for a day 
or two, it could be of no great moment: what was 
paſſed was now at an end, but that the Vizier ſhould 
certainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair, 
and that whatever. he deſired ſhe ſhould implicitly 
comply with. The Begum then ſent for five of the 
children who were wounded in the affray of laſt 
night, and after endeavouring to ſooth them, ſhe 
ſent again for Letafut and Huſhmund Ally Cawn, 
and in the preſence of the children expreſſed her diſ- 
approbation of their conduct, and the improbability 
of Aſuf ul Dowla's ſuffering the Ladies and Children 
of Shuja Dowla to be diſgraced by being expoſed to 
the view of the rabble. Upon which Letafut pro- 
duced the letter from the Nabob, at the ſame time 
repreſenting that he was amenable only to the orders 
of his Excellency, and that whatever he ordered it 
was his duty to obey ; and that had the ladies thought 
proper to have retired into their apartments quietly, 
he would not have uſed the means he had taken to 


compel them. The Begum ag.in obſ.rved, that 


what had happened was now over. She then gave 
the children 400 Rupees, and diſmiſſed them, and 
ſcent wd by Jumrud and the other eunuchs, 
that if the ladies would peaceably retire to their ap- 
partments, Letafut would ſupply them with 3 or 
4,000 Rupees, for their perſonal expences, and re- 
commended to them nut to incur any further dif- 
grace, and that if they did not think proper to act 
agreeable to her directions, they would do wrong. 
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© The ladies followed her advice, and about ten at 
& night went back into the Zenanah. The next morn- 
© ing the. Begum waited upon the mother of Shuja 
* Dowla and related to her all the circumſtances 
* of the diſturbances. The mother of Shuja Dowla 
ce returned for anſwer, that after the e being no 
te accoun's kept of crores of revenues, ſhe was not ſur- 
c prized that the family of Shuja Dowla, in their en- 
te deavours to procure a ſubſiſtence, ſhould be obliged 
© torexpole themſelves to the meaneſt of the people, 
f* After bewailing their m'sfortunes, and ſhedding ma- 
ce ny tears, the Begum took her leave and returned 
cc home.“ : 


7 
That the ſaid affecting narrative, being ſent, with 
others of the ſame nature, on the 29th of January 
1784, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he did not order any 
relief in conſequence thereof, or take any ſort of notice 
whatſoever of the ſaid intelligence, | 


LXII. 


That the Court of Directors did expreſs ſtron 
doubts of the propriety of ſeizing the eſtates aforeſaid, 
and did declare to bim the ſaid Haſtings, “that the 
c only conlolation they felt on the occafion is, that 
* the amount of thoſe Jaghires for which the company 
&* were guarantees, is to be paid through our refident at 
$ tbe court of the Vizier; and it very materially concerns 
* the credit of your Governor, on no account to ſuffer 
* ſuch payments to be evaded.” But the ſaid Werten 
Haſtings did never make the arrangement ſupp ſed in 
the ſaid letter to be actually made, nor did he cauſe the 
reſident to pay them the amount of their Jaghires, or ta 
make any p.yment to them. | 5 

And the ſ«id Haſtings being expreſoly ordered by 
the Court of Directors to reſtore to them their eſtates, 
in caſe the charges made upon them ſhouid not be 
found true, he, the faid Haſtings, did contumaciouſly 
and cruelly decline any compliance with the ſaid or- 

| ” ders 


ders, until his journey to Lucknow, in 

when he did, as he ſays, «© conformably to 
« the orders of the Court of Directors, and more to 
« the inclination of the Nabob Vizier, reſtore to them 
e their Jaghi:es, but with the defalcation, according 
« to his own account, of a large portion of their re- 
te ſpective ſhares ;” pretending, without the leaſt pro- 
bability, that the id defalcation was a © voluntary 


* conceſſion on their part.“ But what he has left to 


them for their ſupport, or in what proportion to that 
which he has taken away, he has o where ſtated to 
the Court of Directors, whoſe faith he has broken, 
and whoſe orders he has thus eluded, whilſt he pretend- 
ed to yield ſome obedience to them. | 


LXIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having made a ma- 
licious, looſe, ard ill ſupported charge, backed by 
certain unſatisfactory affidavits, as a ground for his 
ſeizing on the Jaghircs and the treaſures of the Vizier's 
mother, ſolemnly guarranteed to them; the Court of 
Directors did, in their letter of the 14th of February 
1783, expreſs themſelves as follows concerning that 
meaſure ;—* which the Governor General (he the ſaid + 
« Warren Haſtings) in his letter to your Board the 
« 23d of January 1782, has declared he firenuouſly en- 
«© couraged and ſupported ; we hope and truſt for the 
« honour of the Britiſh nation, that the meaſure 
« appeared fully juſtified in the eyes of all Hindol- 
ce tan. The Governor General has informed us, that 
« jt can be well atteſted that the Begums (the mother 
te and grandmother of the Nabob aforeſaid) principally 
« excited and ſupported the late commotions; and 
ce that they carried t2cir inveteracy to the Engliſh na- 
© tion ſo far, as /o aim at our utter extirpation.” —And 
the Court of Directors did further declare as follows: 
t That it no where appears from the papers at preſent 

« in 
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in our poſſeſſion, that they (the mother and grand- 
mother of the Nabob of Oude) excited any com- 
mo: ions previous to the impriſonment of Rajah 
Chcit Sing, and only armed themſelves in conſe- 


« quence of that tranſaftion; and it is probable, 
* that ſuch a conduct proceeded from motives of ſelf- 


40 
ec 
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defence, und r an apprehenſion that they themſelves 
might likewiſe be laid under unwarrantable con- 
tributions.“ And the ſaid Court of Directors, in 


giving their orders for the reſtoration of the Jaghires, 


or 


for the payment of an equivalent through the Reſi- 


dent, did give the order for the reſtoration of their eſ- 
rates as aforeſaid, on condition that it ſhould appear 
from enquiry, that they were not guilty of the prac- 
rices charged upon them by the ſaid Haſtings. Mr. 
Stables, one of the Council General, did, in execu- 
tion of the ſaid condit onal order, propoſe an enquiry, 
leading to the aſcertainment of the condhion, and did 
enter a minute as follows: © That the Court of Di- 


cc 
cc 
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rectors, by their letters of the 14th of February 
1783, ſcem not to be ſatisfied that the d. ſaffect:on of 


the Begums to this government is ſufficiently proved 


by the evidence before them; I therefore think, that 
the late and preſent Reſident, and commanding officer 
in the Vizier's country at the time, ſhould be called 
on to collect what further information they can on 
this ſubject, in which the honour and dignity of this 
Government is ſo materially concerned ; and that ſuch 
information may be tranſmitted to the Court of Di- 
rectors.“ And he did further propoſe heads and 


modes of enquiry, ſuitable to the doubts expreſſed hy 
the Court of Directors. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
who ought long before, on principles of natural juſ- 
tice, to have inſtituted a diligent enquiry in ſupport of 
his ſo, improbable a charge, and was bound, even for 
his own honour, as well as for the ſatisfaction of the 
Court of Directors, to take a ſtrong part in the ſaid en- 


quiry, did ſet himſelf in oppoſition to the fame, and 


did 
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did carry with him a majority of Council againſt the 
ſaid enquiry into the juſtice of the cauſe, or any pro- 
polition for the relief of the ſufferers, aſſerting, that 
« the reaſons of the Court of Directors, if tranſmit- 
« ted with the orders for the enquiry, will prove in ef- 
fect an order for collecting evidence to the juſtifica- 
* tion and acquittal of the Begums, and not for the inveſti» 
« pation of the truth of the charges which tave been pre- 
« ferred againſt them.” That Mr. Stables did not pro- 
poſe, (as in the ſaid Haſtings's minute is groundleſsly 
ſuppoſed) that the reaſons of the Court of Directors 
ſhould be tranſmitted with the orders for an enquiry. 
But the apprehenſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, of the 
probable reſult of the enquiry propoſed, did ſtrongly 
indicate his ſenſe of his own guilt, and the innocence of 
the parties accuſed by him; and if, by his conſtruction, 
Mr. Stables's minute did indicate an enquiry merely for 
the juſtification of the parties by him accuſed, (which 
conſtruction the motion dad not bear) it was no more 
than what the obvious rules of juſtice would well fu 
port; as his own proceedings againſt them had been 
ex parte; he having employed Sir Elijah — to take 
affidavits againſt the women of high rank aforeſaid, not 
only without any enquiry made on their part, but with- 
out any communication tv them, of his practice aud 
proceeding; and equity did at leaſt require that they, 
with his own knowledge, and by the ſubordinates of 
his own government, ſhould be allowed a public en- 
quiry to acquit themſelves of tHe heavy offences with 
which they had been by him clandeſtinely charged, 


LXIV. 


That he the ſaid Haſtings, in order to effectually flifle 
the ſaid enquiry, did enter on record a further minute, 
aſſerting, that the ſaid enquiry would be productive © of 
« eyils greater than any which ex'ſt in the conſequences 


„ which 
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which have already taken place, and which time bat 
almoſt obliterated ;” as alſo the following“ If I am 
rightly informed, the Nabob Vizier, and the Begums 
are on terms of mutual good-will. It would ill be- 
come this government to interpoſe its influence; by 
any act which might tend to revive their animoſities, 
and a very flight occaſion would be ſufficient to ef- 
tect it. They will inſtantly take fire on ſuch a 
declzration, proclaim the judgment of the Company 
in their favour, demand a reparation of the acts, 
which they would conſtrue wrongs, with ſuch a ſen- 
tence warranting that conſtruction, and either accept 
the invitation, to the proclaimed ſcandal of the Na- 
bob Vizier, which will not add to the credit of our go- 
vernment ; or remain in his dominions, but not un- 
der his authority, to add to his vexations, and the 
diſorders of the country, by continual intrigues and 
editions. Enough already exiils to affect his peace 
and the quiet of his prople If we cannot heal, let 
us not inflame the wounds which have been inflifted —1f 
the Begums think themſcIves aggrieved to ſuch adegree 
as to juſtify them in an appeal 10 a foreign juriſdidtion: 
to appeal to it againſt a man ſtanding in the relation 
of ſon and grandſon to them; /o appeal to the juſtice 
of thoſe who have been the abettors and inſtruments of 
their imputed wrongs, let us at leaſt permit them to 
be the judges of their own feeling, and prefer their 
complaints, before we offer to redreſs them. They 


will not need to be prompted, I hope I ſhall not 


depart from the fimplicity of official language, in 
ſaying. the majeſty of juſtice ought to be approached 
with ſolicitation, not deſcend to provoke or invite it, 
much leſs to debaſe itſelf by the ſuggeſtion of wrongs, 
and the promiſe of redreſs, with the denunciation of 
puniſhq ents before trial, and even before accuſa- 
tion.“ g 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in attempting to paſs 
an act of indemnity for his own crimes, and of oblivion. 
for the ſufferings of others, ſuppoſing the latter almaſt 
obliterated by time,—did not only mock and inſult over 
the ſufferings of the allies of the company, but did 
ſhew an indecent contempt of the underſtandings of the 
Court of Directors ; becauſe h's violent attempts-on the 
property and liberty of the mother and grandmother of 
the ally aforeſaid, had not had their firſt commencement 
much above two years before that time; and had been 
continued, without abatement or relaxation on his part, 
to the very day of his minute: The Nabob having, 
by the inſtigation of his the ſaid Haltings's inſtrumenc 
Hyder Beg Khan, not two months before the date of 
the conſultation, been obliged a ſecond time to break 
his faith with relation to the eſtates of his mother, in 
the manner herein before recited. And the ſaid Haſ- 
tings did not, and could not conceive that the clearing 
the mother could revive any animoſity between her and 
her ſon, by whom ſhe never had been accuſed. The 
ſaid Haſtings was alſo ſenſible, that the reſtoration of 
her landed eltates, recommended * the Court of 
Directors, could not produce any ill effect on the mind 
of the ſaid ſon, as it was ©* with almoſt unconquerable 
« reluctance he had been perſuaded to deprive her of 
« them.” And at the time of his ſubmitting to be- 
come an inſtrument in this injuſtice, did “ declare” 
both to the Reſident and his Miniſters, ©* that it was 
an act of compulſion.” 


Y S LXVI. That 


; LXVI. 
That the ſaid Haſtings further, by inſinuating that 


the women in queſtion would act amiſs in appealing to 
a foreign juriſdiction againſt a ſon and a grandſon, could 
not forget that he himſelf, being that foreign juriſdic- 
tion (if any juriſdiction there was) did himſelf direct 
and order the injuries; did himſelf urge the calumnies ; 
and did himſelf cauſe to be taken and produced the un- 
ſatisfactory evidence, by which the women in queſtion 
had ſuffered ; and that it was againſt him the ſaid Haſ- 
tings, and not againſt their ſon, that they had reaſon 
to appeal. But the truth is, that the enquiry was mo- 
ved for by Mr. Stables, not on the prayer or appeal of 

the ſufferers, but upon the ill impreſſion which the ſaid 
Haſtings's own conduct, inerely and ſolely on his own n 
ſtate of it, and on his own evidence in ſupport of it, 
had made on the Court of Directors, who were his law- 
ful maſters, and not ſuitors in his Court. And is arro- 
gating to himſelf and his colleagues to be a tribunal, and 
a tribunal, not for the purpoſe of doing juſtice, but of 
refuſing enquiry, (particularly as the due obedience to 
the Company's orders was eluded on the inſolent pre- 
tence, ** That the majeſty of juſtice ought to be ap- 
„ proached with ſolicitation, and that it would debaſe 
ce 1tſelf by the ſuggeſtion of wrongs and the promiſe 
cc of redreſs,” is an high offence in a Governor, whoſe 
| buſineſs it is of himſelf and unſolicited, not only to 
promiſe, but to afford redreſs to all thoſe who ſhould 
ſuffer under the power of the Company, even if their 
ignorance, or want of protection, or the imbecila, of 
their ſex, or the fear of irritating perſons in nk Ja 
ſtation, ſhould prevent them from ſeeking it by fefmal 


ſolicitation. 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time when he 
pretended ignorance of all ſolicitation for juſtice on the 
part of the women aforeſaid, and on that pretence did 
refuſe the enquiry moved by his colleague Mr. Stables, 
had in all probability received from the Reſident Mid- 
dleton, or if he had made the ſlighteſt enquiry from the 
ſaid Middleton, then at Calcutta, might immediately 
receive an account, that hey did actually ſolicit the ſaid 
Reſident, through Major Gilpin, for redreſs againſt 
his the ſaid Haſtings's calumnious accuſation, and the 
falſe teſtimony by which it was ſupported; and did 
ſend the ſaid complaint to the Reſident Middleton, 
by the ſaid Gilpin, to be tranſmitted to him the ſaid 
Haſtings and the Council, ſo early as the 19th of 
October 1782; and that the mother of the Nabob, 
did afterwards ſend the ſame to the Reſident Briſtow, 
aſſerting her innocence, and accompanying the ſame 
with the copies of letters (the originals of which ſhe 
aſſerted were in her hands) from the chief witneſſes 
againſt her, Hannay and Gordon, which letters did 
directly overturn the charges or inſinuations in the af- 
fidavits made by them ; and that inſtead of any accu- 
fation of an attempt upon them and their parties, by 
the inſtigation of the ſaid mother of the Nabob, or by 
her miniſters, they the ſaid Hannay and Gordon did 
attribute their preſervation to her and to her ſervices ; 
and did, with ſtrong expreſſions of gratitude, both to 
the ſaid mother of the Nabob, and to her miniſters, 
fully acknowledge the ſame. Which remonſtrance of 
the mother of the Nabob, and the letters of the ſaid 
Hannay and Gordon are annexed to this charge ; and 
the ſaid Haſtings is highly criminal for not having ex- 
amined into the facts alledged in the ſaid remon- 
ſtrance. 
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That the violent proceedings of the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings did tend to impreſs all the neighbouring Princes, 
ſome of whom were allied in blood to the oppreſſed wo- 
men of rank aforeſaid, with an ill opinion of the faith, 
honour, and decency of the Britiſh nation; and accord- 
ingly, on the journey, made by the Nabob from 
Lucknow to Fyzabad, in which the ſaid Nabob did 
reſtore, in the manner before-mentioned, the confiſ- 
cated eftates of his mother and grandmother, and did 
afterwards revoke his ſaid grant, it appears that the 
ſaid journey did cauſe a general alarm (the worſt mot! ves 
obtaining the moſt eaſy credit with regard to any fu- 
ture proceeding, on account of the foregone acts) and 
excited great indignation among the ruling perſons of 
the adjacent country; infomuch that Major Brown, 
agent to the ſaid Warren Haſlings at the Court of the 
King Shau Allum at Delhi, did write a remonſtrance 
therein to Mr. Briſtow, Refident at Oude, as follows: 
—“ The evening of the 7th, at a conference I had 
« with Mirza Shuffee Cawn, he introduced a ſubject 
«« reſpecting the Nabob Vizier, which, however it may 
ebe diſagreeable for you to know, and conſequently 
c for me to communicate, I am under a neceſſity of 
« la ing before you. He told me he had received infor- 
& mation from Lucknow, that, by the advice of Hy- 
« der Beg Cawn, the Vizier had determined to bring 
&* his grandmother, the widow of Sufdar Jung, from 
4 Fvzabad to Lucknow, with a view of getting a fur- 
& thcr ſum of money from her, by ſeizing on her eu- 
© nuchs, digging up the apartments of her houſe at 
ce Fyzabad, and putting her own perſon under reſtraint. 
& This, te ſaid, he knew, was not an act of our govern- 
&© ment, but the mere advice of Hyder Beg Cawn, to 
ec which the Vizier had been induced to attend. He 

Ge: « added, 
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added, that the old Begum had reſolved rather to put 
herſelf to death than to ſubmit to the diſgrace intend- 
ed to be put upon her; that if ſuch a circumſtance 
ſhould happen, there is not a man of Hindoſtan wwho 
will attribute the att to the Vizier | Navob of Oude] but 
every one vill fix the odium on the Engliſh, who might 
eafily, by the influence they jo largely exerciſe in their own 
concerns there, have prevented ſuch unnatural conduct 
in the Vizier. He therefore called upon me, as the 
Engliſh repreſentative in this quarter, to inform you 


of this, that you may prevent a ſtep, which will de- 


« flroy all confidence in the Engliſh nation throughout 


cc 
cc 
cc 
< 
cc 
cc 
cc 


Hindoſtan, and excite the bittereſt reſentment in all 
thoſe, who by blood are connected with the houſe of 
S.f'ar Jung.” He concluded by ſaying, * that if 
the Vizier ſo little regarded his family and perlonal 
honour, or his natural duty, as to with to diſgrace 
his father's mother for a ſum of money, let him 
plunder her of all ſhe has, but let him ſend her ſafe 
up to Delhi, or Agra, and, poor as I am, I will fur- 
niſh ſubſiſtence for her, which ſhe ſhall poſſeſs with 
ſafety and honour, though it cannot be adequate to 
her rank. — This, Sir, is a moſt exact detail of the 
converſation (as far as related to that affair) on the 


part of Mirza Shuffee Cawn. On my part I could 


only ſay, that I imagined the affair was miſrepre- 


ſented, and that I ſhould write as he requeſted. Let 


me there fore requeſt that you wili.enable me to an- 
ſwer, in a more effectual manner, any further queſ- 
tions 0a this ſubject. 


P. S. * As Mirza Shuffee's grandfather was brother 


& to Sufdar Jung, there can be no doubt of what his 


declaration means, and if this meaſure of diſmiſſing 
the old Begum, ſhould be perſiſted in, I ſhould not, 
from the ſtate of affairs and the character of the 
Amir ul Omrah, be ſurprized at ſome immediate 
and violent reſolution being adopted by him.“ 


LXIX. That 
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LXIX. 


That Mirza Shuffee, mentioned in this correſpon- 
dence (who has ſince been murdered) was of near 
kindred to the lady in queſtion (grandmother to the 
Nabob) was reſident in a province immediately adjoin- 
ing to the province of Oude, and from proximity of 
fituation and nearneſs of connection, was likely to 
have any intelligence concerning his female relations 


from the belt authority. 


LXX. 


That the Reſident Briſtow, on receiving this letter, 
did apply to the ſaid Hyder Beg Cawn for an expla- 
nation of the Nabob's intentions, who denied that the 
Nabob intended more than a viſit of duty and cere- 
mony ; which, whatever his diſpoſitions might have 
been, and probably were, towards his own mother, was 
not altogether probable; as it was well known that he 
was on very bad terms with the mother of his father; 
and it appears, that intentions of a ſimilar nature had 
been before manifeſted, even with regard to his own 
mother; and therefore obtained the more eaſy credit 
concerning the other woman of high rank aforeſaid ; 
eſpecially as the evil deſigns of the ſaid Hyder Beg 
were abundantly known ; and that the ſaid Haſtings, 
upon whom he did wholly depend, continued to re- 
commend * the moſt effectual,“ that is, the moſt vio- 
lent means for the recovery of the ſmall remains of his 
extorted demand, But although it does not appear 
that the Reſident did give credit to the ſaid report, yet 
the effect of the ſame on the minds of the neighbour- 
ing Princes, did make it proper and neceſlary to direct 


a trict enquiry into the ſame, which was not done; 
and 
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and it does not appear that any further enquiry was 
made into the true motives for this projected journey 
to Fyzabad, nor into the proceedings of Hyder Beg 
Khan, although the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, 
that all the acts of the Nabob and his principal miniſ- 
ters, were conſtantly attributed to him; and that it 
was known that ſecret agents, as well as the Company's 
* agent, were employed by him at Lucknow and 
other places. | | 


LXXI. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, who did, on pretence of the 
majeſty of juſtice, refuſe to enquire into the charges 
made upon the female parents of the Nabob of Oude, 
in juſtification of the violence offered to them, did vo- 
luntarily and of his own accord make himſelf an ac- 
cuſer of the Reſident Middleton, for the want of a li- 
teral execution of his orders, with regard to the plans 
of extortion and rapine aforeſaid, the criminal nature, 
ſpirit, and tendency of the ſaid proceedings, for the 
defective execution of which he brought the ſaid 
charge, appearing in the defence or apology made by 
Mr. Middleton the Reſident, for his temporary and 
ſhort forbearances. 


& It could not, I flatter myſelf, be termed a long 
% or unwarrantable delay, when the importance of 
<« the buſineſs, and the peculiar embarraſſments attend- 
<« ing the proſecution of it to its deſired end, are con- 
e fidered. The Nabob was ſon to the Begum, whom 
te we were to proceed againſt ; a ſon againſt a mother 
c“ muſt at leaſt ſave appearances in his mode of proceed- 
c ing,—The produce of his negociation was to be re- 
« ceived by the Company. Receiving a benefit, ac- 
„ companying the Nabob, withdrawing their protecti- 

© on, 
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on, were circumſtances ſufficient to mark the Engliſh 
as the principal movers in this buſineſs. At a Court, 
where no opportunity is loſt to throw odium on us, 
ſo favourable an occaſion was not miſſed to perſuade 
the Nabob that we inſtigated him io diſhonour his 
family for our benefit, The impreſſions made by 
theſe ſuggeſtions conſtantly retarded the progreſs 
and more than once actually broke off the buſineſs ; 
which rendered the utmoſt caution on my part neceſ- 
ſary, eſpecially as I had no aſſiſtance to expect from 
the miniſters, who could not openly move in the bu- 
ſineſs. In the Faſt, it is well known, that no man, 
either by himſelf or his troops, can enter the walls 
of a Zenana, ſcarcely in the caſe of acting againſt 
an open enemy, much leſs of an ally ;—an ally acting 
again}t bis cron mother, The outer walls, and the Be- 
gum's agents, were all that were liable to immediate 
attack; they were dealt with, and ſucceſsfully, as the 
event proved.” —He had before obſerved to Mr. 


Haſtings, in his correſpondence, what Mr. Haſtings 
well knew to be true, that no farther rigour than 
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that he had exerted, could be uſed againſt females 
in that country; where force could be employed, it 
was not ſpared. That the place of concealment was 
only known to the chief eunuchs, who could not be 
drawn out of the women's apartments, where they 
had taken refuge, and from which, if an attempt 
had been made to ſtorm them, they might eſcape ; 
and the ſecret of the money being known only to 
them, it was neceſſary to get their perſons into his 
hands, which could be obtained by negociation only.” 


— The Refident concluded his defence by declaring his 


cc 
cc 


hope, that if the main object of his orders was ful- 
filled, he ſhould be no longer held criminal for a 
deviation from the preciſe letter of them.“ | 
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L XXII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did enter a reply to 
this anſwer, in ſupport of his criminal charge, continuing 
to inſiſt, © That his orders ought to have been literally 
„ obeyed,” although he did not deny that the above 
difficulties occurred, and the above conſequences muſt 
have been the r eſult; and though the reports of the mi- 
litary officers, charged with the execution of his com- 
miſſion, confirmed the moral impoſſibility, as well as 
invtility in point of profit, of forcing a ſon to greater 
violence and rigour againſt his mother, | 


LXXIII. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, after all the acts aforeſaid, dai 
reſume to declare on record, in his minute of the 22d 
—— 1783, © That whatever may happen of the 
« events which he dreads in the train of affairs now 
c ſubſiſting, he ſhall at leaſt receive this conſolation 
« under them, that he uſed his utmoſt exertions to pre- 
« yent them; and that in the annals of the nations of 
India which have been ſubjected to the Britiſh do- 
% minions, HE Hall not be remembered among their op- 
« preſſors.” And, ſpeaking of certain alledged indig- 
nities offered to the Nabob of Oude, and certain Fl 
ledged ſuſpicions of his authority, with regard to the 


management of his houſhold, he the ſaid Haſtings did, 


ia the ſaid minute, endeavour to excite the ſpir:t of the 
Britiſh nation, ſeverely animadverting on ſuch offences, 
making uſe of the following terms: It there be a 


T * ſpark 
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* ſpark of generous virtue in the breaſts of any of my 
«© countrymen, who ſhall be the readers of this compi- 
* lation, this letter | a letter of complaint from the Na- 
* bob) ſhall ſtand for ap inſtrument to awaken it to 
* the call of vengeance againſt ſo flagitious an abuſe 
** of authority, and reproach to the Britiſh name.“ 


From 


* 
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From ber Excellency the Bhow Begum, to Mr. Briſtow, 
Reſident at the Vizier"s Court, 


THERE is no neceſſity to write to you by way of 
information. A detail of my ſufferings from com- 


mon report, and the intelligence of thoſe who are about 


you, the account of them will have reached your ears: 
I will here relate a part of them. 


After the death of Sujah Dowla, moſt of his ungrate- 
ful ſervants were conſtantly labouring to gratify their 
enmity ; but finding, from the firm and fincere friend- 
ſhip which ſubfiſted between me and the Engliſh, that 
the accompliſhment of their purpoſes was fruſtrated, 
they formed the deſign of occaſioning a breach in that 
alliance, to inſure their own ſucceſs. I myſt acquaint 
you, that my ſon Aſuf ul Dowla had formerly threat- 
ened to ſeize my Jaghire; but upon producing the 
treaty ſigned by you, and ſhewing it to Mr. Middleton, 
he interfered, and prevented the impending evil.— 
The confpiration now framed an accuſation againſt 
me, of a conduct which I never had conceived even 
in idea, of rendering aſſiſtance to Rajah Cheit Sing. 
The particulars are as follow: My fon Aſuf ul Dowla 
and his Miniſters, with troopy and a train of artillery, 
accompanied by Mr. Middleton, on the 16th of the 
month of Mohurum, arrived at Fyzabad, and made a 
demand of a crore of ruptes, As my inability to pay 
ſo vaſt a ſum was manifeſt, I produced the treaty you 
ſigned and gave me; but to no effect, their hearts were 
determined upon violence. I offered my ſon Aſuf ul 


_ Dowla, whoſe will is dearer to me than all my riches, 
or even life itſelf, whatever money and goods I was 


T 2 poſſeſſed 


poſſeſſed of; but an amicable adjuſtment ſeemed not 
worth accepting ; he demanded the delivering up the 
fort, and the recall of the troops that were ſtationed for 
the preſerving the peace of the city. To me, tumult 
and diſcord appeared unneceſſary, I gave up theſe 
ints, upon, which they ſeized my head eunuchs, 
— Ally Cawn and Behar Ally Cawn, and ſent them 
to Mr. Middleton, after having obliged them to ſign 
a bond for ſixty lacks of rupees: They were thrown 
into priſon with fetters about their feet, and denied 
food and water. I, who had never, even in my dreams, 
experienced ſuch an oppreſſion, gave up all T had, to 
preſerve my honour. and dignity :. But this would not 
ſatisfy their demands ; they charged me with a rupee 
and a half batta upon each Mohur, and on this account 
laid claims upon me to the amount of fix lacks fome 
thouſand rupees, and ſent Mayor Gilpin to exact the 
payment. Major Gilpin, according to orders, at firſt 
was importunate ; but being a man of experience, and 
of a benevolent diſpoſition, when he was convinced of 
my want of means, he changed his conduct, and was 
willing to apply to the Shroffs and Bankers to'lend nie 
the money. But with the loſs of my Jaghires, my 
ctedit was funk, I could not raiſe the ſum; at Taft, 
feeling my helpleſs ſnuation, I collected my wardrobe. 
and furniture, to the amount of about three lacks of 
rupees, beſides fifty thouſand rupees which T borrowed 
from one place or other, and ſent Major Gilpin with it 
to Lucknow. My ſufferings did not terminate here. 
The diſturbanees of Colonel Hannay and Mr. Gordon 
were made a pretence for ſeizing my Jaghire.” The 
ftate of the matter is this: When Colonel Hannay was 
by Mr. Haſtings ordered to march to Besares during 
the troubles of Cheir Sing, the Colonel, who had plun- 
dered the whole country, was incapable of proceeding, from the 
union of thouſands of Zemindars, who had ſeized this fa- 
vourable opportunity; they harraſſed Mr. Gordon near 
Junivard, and the Zemindars of that place and Acber- 
pore oppoſed his march from thence, till he arrived 
near Sanda. As the Sanda Nutta, from its overflowing, 
was 
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was difficult to croſs without a boat, Mr. Gordon ſent 
to the Fouzdar to ſupply him: He replied, the boars 
were all in the river, but would, according to orders, 
aſſiſt him as ſoon as poſſible, Mr. Gordon's ſituation 
would not admit of his waiting; he forded the Nutta 
upon his Elephant, and was hoſpitably entertained and 
protected by the Fouzdar for fix days. In the mean 
time a letter was received by me from Colonel Hannay, 
deſiring me to eſcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad, As my 
friendſhip for the Engliſh was always ſincere, I readily 
complied, and ſent ſome companies of Nejeebs to 
eſcort Mr. Gordon, and all his effects, to Fyzabad ; 
where having provided for his entertainment, I effected 
his junction with Colonel Hannay. The ktters of 
thanks I received from both theſe gentlemen, upon this 
occaſion, are ſtill in my poſſeſſion; copies of which I 

ve in charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to 

r. Middleton, that he might forward them to the 
Governor General. To be brief, thoſe who have loaded 
me with accuſations, are now clearly convicted of 
falſehood. But is it not extraordinary, that notwigh- 
ſtanding the juſtneſs of my cauſe, that nobody relieves. 
my misfortunes? Why, did Major Gilpin return wich- 
out effect? | | 


My prayers have been conſtantly offered to heaven 
for your arrival; report has announced it; for which 
reaſon I have taken up the pen, and requeſt you will 
not place implicit confidence in my accuſers, but, 
weighing in the ſcale of juſtice their falſehoods and my 
repreſentations, you will exert your influence in putting 
a period to the misfortunes with which I am over- 
whelmed, 


Copy 
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Copy of a letter from Colonel Hannay ts Jewar Ally Cawn 
and Bahar Ally Cawn. 


I had the pleaſure to receive your friendly letter, 
fraught with-benevolence ; and whatever favours you, 
my friends, have been pleaſed to confer reſpecting Mr. 
Gordon, afforded me the greateſt pleaſure. 


Placing a firm reliance on your friendſhip, I am in 
expettation that the aforeſaid gentleman, with his bag- 
gage, will arrive at Fyzabad in ſafety, that the ſame 
may oblige and afford ſatisfaction to me. 


A letter from Mr. Gordon is incloſed to you—l am 
in expectation of its being incloſed in a cover to the 
Aumil of Saunda, to the end that the Aumil may for- 
ward it to the above- mentioned gentleman, and pro- 
cure his reply. Whenever the anſwer arrives, let it be 
delivered ro Hoolas Roy, who will forward it to me. 


on rejoice me by a few lines reſpecting your 


health (continue to konour me with your correſpon- 
dence.) PT 74 | 


Copy 
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Copy of a litter from Clone Hannay to Jemar and Bahar | 


% 


Cawn Saih, my indulgent friends, remain under the 
protection of God, 5 
Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, accom- 
panied by an honorary letter from the Begum Saib, of 
exalted dignity, and encloſing a letter from Mr. Gor- 
don, ſent through your Hircarahs, obliged and re- 
Joiced me. 1 


With reſpect to what you communicate regarding 
your not having received an anſwer to your friendly 
epiſtle, 1 became perfectly aſtqniſhed, as a reply way 
written from Mohadree ; it may be owing ta the danger 
of the road that it never arriyed; not to the ſmalleſt 
neglect on my fide (or of mine.) 


I naw ſend two letters ta ypu ; ane by the Dawk 
people, and the ſecond by age of my Hircarahs (who 
will preſent them to you) which you certainly will 
receive, | 


I am extremely well contented and pleaſed with the 
friendſhip you have ſhewn. 


You wrote me, to remain perfectly eaſy concerning 

. Gordon, —Verily, from the kindneſs of you, my 
indulgent friends, my heart is quite eaſy. You alſo 
obſerved and mentioned, that as Mr. Gordon's comin 
with thoſe attached to him (probably his ſepoys — 
others) might be attended with difficulty, if I ap- 
proved, he ſhould be invited alone to Fyzabad.— My 
| | friends, 
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friends, I place my expectation entirely upon your 
friendſh ps, and leave it to you to adopt the manner in 
which the ſaid gentleman may arrive in ſecurity, with- 
out moleſtation at Fyzabad ; but at the ſame time, let 
the plan be fo managed that it may not come to the 
knowledge of any Zemindars; in this caſe, you are 


men of Gdiſcernment. However, he is to come to 
Fyzabad ; extend your aſſiſtance and endeavours. 


It is probable that the Begum Saib, of high dignity, 
has received authentic intelligence from the camp at 
Benares. Fayour me with the contents or purport. 


From Mr. Gordon's letter, I underſtand that Mirza 
Imaum Bakſh, whom you diſpatched thither- (Saunda) 
has, and ſtill continues to pay, great attention to that 
gentleman ; which atfords me great pleaſure. 


An anſwer to the Begum's letter is to be preſented. 
J alſo ſend a letter for Mr, Gordon, which pleaſe to 


forward, 


aforeſ 
any al 
honou 


Con 
ſervan! 
letters, 


Wh 
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An addreſs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 


Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generoſity, &c. 


whom God preſerve. 


Your exalting letter, fraught with grace and bene- 


volence, that through your unbounded generoſity and 


goodneſs was ſent through grace and favour, I had the 
honour to receive in a fortunate moment ; and what- 
ever you were pleaſed to write reſpecting Mr. Gordon, 
tc that at this time the ſhort- ſighted and deluded ryots 
* had carried their diſturbances and ravages beyond all 
« bounds, Mr. Gordon's coming with his whole peo- 
<« ple (or adherents) might be attended with difficulty; 
« and therefore, if I choſe, he ſhould be invited to 
ce come alone.“ Now, as your highneſs is the beſt 
judge, your faithful ſervant repoſeth his moſt unbound- 
ed hopes and expectation upon your highneſs, that the 
aforeſaid Mr. Gordon may arrive at Fyzabad without 
any apprehenſion or danger. I ſhall be then extremely 
honoured and obliged, 


Conſidering me in the light of a firm and faithful 
ſervant, continue to honour and exalt me by your 


letters. 


What further can I ſay ? 
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A. copy of an addreſs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 


Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generoſity, 
whom God preſerve. , | | 


After preſenting the uſual profcſſions of ſervitude, 
&c. in the cuſtomary manner, my addreſs is preſented. 


Your gracious letter, in anſwer to the petition of 
your ſervant from Goondah, exalted me. From the 
contents, I became unſpeakably impreſſed with the 
honour it conferred, May the Almighty protect that 
royal purity, and beſtow happineſs, 2 of wealth, 
and proſperity. | 8 


The welfare of your ſervant is entirely owing to your 
favour and benevolence. A few days have elapſed ſince 
I arrived at Goondah with the Colonel Saib. 


This is preſented fur your highneſs's information. 
I cheriſh hopes from your generoſity, that conſidering 
me in the light of one of your ſervants, always continue 
do exalt and honour me with your gracious letters. 


May the ſun of proſperity continually ſhine, 


Copy 
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Copy of 4 letter to Mabumed Fewar Ally Cawn and Bahar. 
Ally Cawn, from Mr. Gordon. 


Sirs, my indulgent friends, 
Remain under, &c. &c. 


After compliments. I have the pleaſure to acquaint 
you, that yelterday, having taken leaye of you, I paſſed 
the night at Noorgunge, and next morning about ten 
or eleven o'clock, through your favour and benevo- 
lence; arrived fafe at Gdondah. Mur Aboo Bukſh 
Zemindar, and Mur Ruſtum Ally, accompanied me. 


To what extent can I prolong the praiſes of you, my 
beneficent friends? May the ſupreme being, for this 
benign, compaſſionate, humane action, have you in 
his keeping, and increaſe your proſperity, and ſpeedil 
grant me the pleaſure of an interview. Until whic 
time continue to favour me with friendly letters, and 
oblige me by any commands in my power.to execute, 


May your wiſhes be ever crowned with ſucceſs ! 


My compliments, &c. &c. &c. 


152 er 


Copy of a letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ally Cawsn 
and Bahar Ally Catun. 


Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends; 
Remain under the protection of the Supreme Being. 


After compliments and ſignifying my earneſt defire 
of an interview, I addreſs you. 


Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, I had 
the pleaſure to receive in a propitious hour, and your 
inexpreſſible kindneſs in ſending for Mur Naſſar Ally 
with a force to Taunda for the purpoſe of conducting 
Mr. Gordon with all his baggage, who is now arrived 
at Fyzabad. 


This event has afforded me the moſt exceflive plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction. May the Omnipotence preſerve 
you, my ſteadfaſt firm friends. The pen of friendſhip 
itſelf cannot ſufficiently expreſs your generoſity and 
beneyolence, and that of the Begum of high dignity, 
who ſo graciouſly has intereſted herſelf in this matter, 
Incloſed is an addreſs for her, which pleaſe to forward. 
I hope from your trindſhip, until we meet, you will 
continue to honour me with an account of your health 
and welfare, What further can I write ? 


No. V. 
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Revolutions in Farruckabad. 


L 


"THAT a Prince called Ahmed Khan, was of a fa» 
mily amongſt the moſt diſtinguiſhed in Hindo- 

ſtan ; and of a nation famous through that . for 
its valour in acquiring, and its policy and prudence in 
well governing the territories it had aequired, called 
the Patans or Afghauns, of which the Rohillas were a 
branch, The ſaid Ahmed Khan had fixed his refidence 
in the city of Farruckabad ; and in the firſt wars of 
this nation in India, the ſaid Ahmed Khan attached 
himſelf to the Company, againſt Sujah Dowlah, then 
an enemy, now a dependant on that Company. Ah - 
med Khan, towards the cloſe of his life, was diſpoſe 
ſeſſed of a large part of his dominions, by the preva- 
lence of the . power; but his ſon, a minor 
ſucceeded to his pretenfions, and to the remainder of 
his dominions. The Mahrattas were expelled by Su- 
Jah ul Dowlah, the late Vizier; who, finding a want 
of the ſervices of the ſon and ſucceſſor of Ahmed 
Khan, called Muzuffer Jung, did not only guarantee 
him in the poſſeſſion of what he then actually held, but 
engaged to reſtore all the other territories which had 
been occupied by the Mahrattas ; and this was con- 
firmed by repeated treaties and folemn oaths, by the 
late Vizier, and by the preſent ; but neither the late 
nor the preſent Vizier fulfilled their engagements, or 
obſerved their oaths; the former having withheld 
what he had ſtipulated to reſtore ; and the latter, not 
only ſubjecting him to a tribute, inſtead of reſtoring 
| him to what his father had unjuſtly withheld, but 
having made a farther inyaſion, by depriving him of 
fifteen of his diſtricts, levying the tribute of * whole 
on the little that remained, and putting the ſmall re- 
mains of his territory under a ſequeſtrator or collector 
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appointed by Almas Ali Khan, who did grievouſly af- 
flit and oppreſs the prince and territory aforeſaid. 


bh. 


THAT the hardſhips of his caſe being frequently re- 
preſented to Warren Haſtings, Eſq. he did ſuggeſt a 
doubt, whether That little ought to be ſtill ſubject 
« to tribute,” indicating, that the ſaid tribute might 
be hard and inequitable; but whatever its juſtice 
might have been, that © from the earlieft period of our 
connection with the preſent Nabob of Oude, it had 
« invariably continued a part of the funds aſſigned by 
* his Excellency as a proviſion for the liquidation of 
ce the ſeveral public demands of this government (Cal- 
* cutta) upon him; and in conſequence of the powers 
e the Board deemed it expedient to veſt in the Reſi- 
& dent at his Court, for the collection of the Com- 
« pany's aſſignments, a Sezawall Ca Sequeſtrator] has 
c always been ſtationed to enforce, by every means 
& in his power, the payment of the tribute.” And 
the ſaid tribute was, in conſequence of this arrange- 
ment, not paid to the Nabob, but to the Britiſh Reſi- 

dent at Oude; and the fame being therefore under the 
direction, and for the ſole uſe of the Company, and, 
indeed, the Prince himſelf wholly dependant on them, 
the repreſentatives of the ſaid Company were reſponſi- 
ble for the protection of the Prince, and for the good 
government of the country, ; 


IH. 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 22d 


of May 1780, repreſent to the Board of Calcutta the 
condition of the ſaid country in the following manner: 


© The total want of all order, regularity, or antho- 
* rity in his government (the Farruckabad govern- 
ment) to which, among other obvious cauſes, it may, 
* no doubt, be owing, that the country of Farruck- 
«© abad is become an almoſt entire waſte, without culti- 
<< vation or inhabitants ; that the capital, which, but 
,a very ſhort time ago, was diſtinguiſhed as one of 
« the moſt populous and opulent commercial _ in 
25 , cc in- 
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c Hindoſtan, at preſent exhibits nothing but ſcenes 
« of the moſt wretched poverty, deſolation, and mi- 
« ſery; and that the Nabob himſelf, though in poſ- 
« ſeſſion of a tract of country, which, with only com- 
* mon care, is notoriouſly capable of yielding an an- 
« nual revenue of between thirty and forty lacks 
(three or four hundred thouſand pounds) with no 
ce military eftabliſhment to maintain, ſcarcely commanding 
« the means of bare ſubſiſtence.” And the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, taking into conſideration the ſaid ſtate of the 


country and its Prince, and acknowledging that the 
latter had © preferred frequent complaints (which com- 
4 ow the ſaid Haſtings, to that time, did not lay 
& before the Board, as his duty required) of the hard- 


 « ſhips and * to which he is ſubjected by the 


* conduct of the Sezawall ¶ Sequeſtrator] ſtationed in 
* the country for the purpoſe of levying the annual 
te tribute, which he is bound by treaty to pay to the 
% Soubah of Oude,“ did declare himſelf “ extremely 
% defirous, as well from motives of common juſtice, as 
*© due regard to the rank which that Chief holds amon 
«© the Princes of Hindoſtan, of affording him relief.” 
And he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as the means of 
the ſaid relief, did, with the conſent of the Board, or- 
der the ſaid native Sequeſtrator to be removed, and an 
Engliſh Refident, a ſervant of the Company, to be ap- 
pointed in his room, declaring, “ he underſtood a lo- 
cal interference to be indiſpenſably neceſſary for reali- 
<< Zing the Vizier's juſt demands“ 


IV. | 


THAT the ſaid native Sequeſtrator being with- 
drawn, and a Refident appointed, no complaint what- 
ever, concerning the collection of the revenue, or of 
any indignities offered to the Prinee of the country, or 
oppreſhon of his ſubjects by the ſaid Reſident, was 
made to the Superior Council at Calcutta; yet the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did, nevertheleſs, in a certain 
Paper, purporting to be a treaty made at Chunar with 
the Nabob of Oude on the 19th of September 1781, at 
the requeſt of the ſaid Nabob, cnn to an article 
therein, © That no Engliſh Reſident be appointed to 
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« ruckabad, and that the preſent be recalled ;” and 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, knowing that the Nabob of 
Oude was ill affected towards the ſaid Nabob of Far- 
ruckabad, and that he was already ſuppoſed to have 
oppreſſed him, did juſtify his conduct on the princi- 
ples, and in the following words: “ That if the Na- 
* bob, Muzuffer Jung, muſt endure oppreſſion, (and 
4e J dare not at this time propeſe his total relief) it con- 
« cerns the reputation of our Government to remove 
« our participation in it.” And the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings making, recording, and acting upon the firſt ot 
the ſaid falſe and inhuman ſuppoſitions, moſt ſcanda- 
lous to this nation, namely, that Princes paying money 
wholly for the uſe of the Company, and directly ta 
its agent, for the maintenance of Britiſh troops, by 
whoſe force and power the ſaid revenue was in effect 
collected, muſt of neceſſity endure oppreſhon, and that 
our Govern ent at any time dare not propoſe their 
total relief, was an high offence and miſdemeanor in 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and the rather, becauſe in 
the ſaid treaty, as well as before and after, the ſaid 
Haſtings, who pretended not to dare to relieve thoſe 
oppreſſed by the Nabob of Oude, did aſſume a com- 
plete authority over the ſaid Nabob himſelf, and did 
dare to oppreſs him. 


V 


THAT the ſecond principle, aſſumed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings as a ground for voluntarily abandon - 
ing the protection of thoſe whom he had before un- 
dertaken to relieve, on the fole ſtrength of his o0n au- 
thority, and in full confidence of the lawtul foundation 
thereof, and for delivering over the perſon ſo taken 
into protection, under falſe names and pretended de- 


| ſeriptions, to known oppreſſion ; aſſerting, that the re- 


putation of the Company was ſaved by removing this 
apparent participation, when the new, as well as the 
old arrangements, were truly and ſubſtantially acts of 
the Britiſh Government, was difingenuous, deceitful, 
and uſed to cover unjuſtifiable defigns ; ſince the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings well knew, that all oppreſſions exer- 


ciſed by the Nabob of Oude, were ſolely, and in this 


inſtance 
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inſtance particularly, upheld by Britiſh force, and were 


imputed to this nation : and becauſe he himſelf, in 
not more than three days afrer the execution of rhis 
treaty, and in virtue thereof, directed the Britiſh Reſi- 
dent at Oude, in orders, to which he required bis moſt 
implicit obedience, *© That the Miniſters (the Nabob of 
« Oude's Miniſters) are to chuſe a aumils and col- 
5 lectors of revenue with your concurrence.” And 
the diſhonour to the Company, in thus deceitfully con- 
curring in oppreſſion, which they were able, and were 
bound, to prevent, is much aggravated by the faid 
Warren Haſtings's receiving trom the perſon, to whoſe 
oppreſhon he had delivered the faid Prince, as à pri- 
vate gift or donation, to himſelf, and for his own ule, 
a ſum of money, amounting to one hundred thouſand 


pounds and upwards, which might give juſt ground 


of ſuſpicion, that the ſaid gift from the oppreflor to 
the perſon ſurrendering the perton injured ro his 
mercy, might have had tome ſhare in the ſaid criminal 
tranſaction. 


VI. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did (in the pa- 
per juſtifying the ſaid ſurrender of the Prince, put by 

imſelf under the protection of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany) aftert, ** That it was a fact, that the Nabob 
„% Muzuffer Jung (the Nabob of Farruckabad) is 
« equally urgent' with the Nabob Vizier for the re- 
„ moval of a Refident,” without producing, as he 
ought to have done, any document to prove his im- 
probable afjertion ; namely, his affertion, that the op- 


preſſed Prince did apply to his known enemy and op- 


preſſor, the Nabob of Oude, (who, if he would, was 
not able to relieve him againſt the of the Engliſh 
Government) rather than to that Engliſh Government 
which he muſt have conceived to be more impartial, to 
which he had made his former complaint, and which 
was alone able to relieve him. 


VII. 


| THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the faid wri- 
ting, did farther convey an infinuation of an ambi- 
IM guous 
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guous, but, on any conſtruction, of a ſuſpicious and 
dangerous import; viz. * It is a ſact, that Mr. Shce's 
« (the Reſident's) authority over the territory of Far- 
& ruckabad, is in itſelf as much ſubverſive of that of 
« the lawful rulers, as that of the Vizier's Aumil (Col- 
* lector) ever was, and is the more oppreſſive, as the 
« power from whence it 1s derived is greater.” The 
ſaid aftertion proceeds upon a ſuppoſition of the ille- 
gality, both of the Nabob's and the Company's go- 
vernment; and all conſideration of the 7:tle to autho- 
rity being therefore on that ſuppoſition put out of the 
queſtion, and the whole turning only upon the exerciſe 
of apthority, the ſaid Haſtings's ſuggeſtion, that the 
oppreſſion of Government muſt be in proportion to its 
power, 15 the reſult of a falſe and dangerous principle, 
and ſuch as it is criminal for any perſon, entruſted with 
the lives and fortunes of men, to entertain, much more 
»blicly te proteſs as a -rule of action; as the ſame 
bath a direct tendency to make the new and powerful 
government of this kingdom in India, dreadful to the 
natives, and odious to the world. | 


But if the ſaid Warren Haftings did mean thereby 
indirectly to infinuate, that oppreſſions had been ac- 
tually exerciſed under the Britiſh authority, he was 
bound to inquire into theſe oppreſſions, and to animad- 
vert on the perſon guilty of the ſame, if proof thereof 
could be had; and the more, as the authority was 
given by himſelf, and the perſon exercifing it was by 
himſelf alſo named. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did, on another occafion, affert, that“ whether they 
* were well or ill founded, he never had an opportu- 
« nity to aſcertain.” But it is not true, that the ſaid 
Haſtings did, or could, want ſuch opportunity; the 
fact being, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never 
cauſe any inquiry to be made into any ſuppoſed abuſes 
during the faid reſidency ; but did give a penfion of 
fifteen hundred pounds a year to the ſaid late Reſident, 
on his removal, as a compenſation to him for an injury 
received ; and did afterwards promote the Refident, as 
a faithful ſervant of the Company, (and nothing ap- 
pears to ſhew him otherwiſe) to a judicial office o 1 
| truſt, 
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truſt, thereby taking away all credit from any grounds 
aflerted or infinuated by the ſaid Haſtings, for deli- 
vering the ſaid Nabob of Farruckabad to the hand of 
a known enemy and oppreſſor, who had already, con- 
trary to repeated treaties, deprived him of a large part 
of his territories. 


VIII. 


THAT on the faid Warren Haſtings's repreſen- 
tation of the tranſaction aforeſaid to the Court of 
Directors, they did heavily and juſtly cenſure the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings for the fame ; and did convey their 
cenſure to bim, recommending relief to the ſuffering 
Prince, but without any order for ſending a new Re- 
ſident; being, as it may be ſuppoſed, prevented from 
— that ſtep by the faith of the treaty made at 

hunar. 


IX. 


THAT all the oppreſſions foreſeen by him, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, when he made the article afore- 
ſaid in the treaty of Chunar, did actually happen; for 
immediately on the removal of the Britiſh Reſident, 
the country of Farruckabad was ſubjected to the diſ- 
cretion of a certain native manager of revenue, called 
Almas Ali Khan, who did impoveriſh and oppreſs the 
country and inſult the Prince, and did deprive him of 
all ſubſiſtence from his own eſtates; taking from him 
even his gardens and the tombs of his anceſtors, and 
the funds for maintaining the ſame. 


X. 


THAT on complaint of thoſe proceedings, the 
ſaid Haſtings did, of his own authority, and without 
communicating with his Council, direct the native 
collector aforeſaid to be removed, and the territory 
of Farruckabad to be left to the ſole management of 
its natural Prince. But in a ſhoit time, the faid 
Haſtings, pretending to receive many complaints, 
purporting, that the tribute to the Nabob remained 
wholly unpaid; and the agent to the Prince of Far- 


ruckabad at the Preſidency, afterwards chief manager 
to 
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to the Prince aforeſaid, having, as the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings faith, “ had the inſolence to propagate a 
« report, that the interference to which his maſter 
« owed the power he then enjoyed, was purchaſed, 
« through him,” he, the ſaid Haſtings, did again, 
(but as before, without the Council) withdraw his 
protection and interference altogether on or about the 
month of Auguſt 1782 ; and did ſignify his reſolution, 
through the Reſident Middleton, to the Nabob Vizier. 
But the ſaid Haſtings aſſerts, that, the conſequence 
c of this his own ſecond dereliction of the Prince of 
« Farruckabad, was an aggravated renewal of the 
« ſ{everities exerciſed againſt his government, and the 
re- appointment of a Sezawall, with powers dele- 
<« gated or aſſumed, to the utter extinfion of the rights 
« of Muzuffer Jung, and actually depriving him of 
ce the means of ſubſiſtence.” And the ſaid Haſtings 
did reccive, on the 16th of February i783, from the 
Prince aforeſaid, a bitter complaint of the ſame to the 
following tenor: | 


ec The miſeries which have fallen upon my country, 
cc and the poverty and diſtreſs which have been heaped 
© upon me, by the re-appointment of the Sezawall, 
« are, ſuch, that a relation of them would, I am 
&« convinced, excite the ſtrongeſt feelings of com- 
« paſſion in your breaſt, But it is impoſſible to relate 
© them: on one fide, my country ruined and unculti- 
« vated to a degree of defolation which exceeds all 
« deſcription; on the other, my domeſtic concerns 
« and connections involved in ſuch a ſtate of diftreſs 
«K and horror, that even the relations, the children, and 
« the wives of my father are ſtarving, in want of daily 
« bread, and are on the point of flying. voluntary exiles 
& from their country, and from each other.” 


XI. 


THAT although the faid Haſtings did, on the 16th 
of February, receive and admit the juſtice of the ſaid 
complaint, and did not deny the urgent neceſſity of 
redreſs, the ſaid letter containing the following ſen- 


tener: If there ſhould be azy delay in your — 
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« of this propoſal, my exiſtence, and the exiſtence 0 

« family, will become difficult and doubtful ;” and bug 
he did admit the interference to be the more urgently 
demanded, as the ſervices of the Engliſh troops 
e have been added to enforce the authority of the 
6 Sezawall;“ and although he admits alſo, that even 
before that time fimilar complaints and applications 
had been made; yet he did withhold the he had, a of 


complaint, a minute of which he aſſerts he had, at or 
about that time, prepared for the relief o ſuf- 
ferer, from the Board of Council, and did not ſo much 
as propoſe any thing relative to the ſame for ſeven 
months after, viz, until the 6th of October 1783 ; 
the ſaid letter and minute being, as he afferts, 5 with- 
„held, from cauſes not neceſſary to mention, from pre- 
c ſentation ;” by which means the ſaid country and 
Prince did ſuffer a long continuance of unneceſſary 
hardſhip; for which the ſaid Haſtings confeſſed it 
was his duty to relieve them, and that a Britiſh Reſi- 
dent was neceſſary at Farruckabad ** from a ſenſe of 
© ſubmiſſion to the implied orders of the Court of 
Directors, in their letter of 1783, lately received, 
« added to the convifion I ha LONG SINCE enter- 
„ tained of the neceſſity of ſuch an appointment, for the 
tc preſervation of our national credit, and the means of 
<« reſcuing an ancient and reſpectable family from 


© ruin.” 
XIL 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did at length per- 
form what he thought had /ong ſince been — 
and in contradiction to his engagements with the Na- 
bob, in the treaty of Chunar, and againſt his ſtrong 
remonſtrances, urging his humiliation from this mea- 
ſute and the faith of the agreement; and againſt his 
own former declaration, that it concerned the reputa- 
tion of our Government to remove our participation in 
the oppreſſions which he, the ſaid Haſtings, ſuppoſed 
the Prince of Farruckabad muſt undergo, did once 
more recommend to the Council a Britiſh Refident ar 
Farruckabad, and the withdrawing the native Seza- 
wall; no courſe being left to the ſaid Haſtings to 
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take, which was not a violation of ſome engagement, 
and a contradiction to ſome principle of juſtice and 
policy by him deliberately advanced and entered on 
record. | 


XIII. 


THAT Mr. Willes being appointed Reſident, and 
having arrived at Farruckabad on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary 1784, with inſtructions to inquire minutely 
into the ſtate of the country and the ruling family, 
he, the ſaid Refident Willes, in obedience thereto, 
did fully —_ to him the Governor General, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, (he being then out of the Com- 
pany's provinces, at Lucknow, on a delegation which 
reſpected this very country, as part of the dependen- 
cies of Oude) the ſituation of the province of Far- 
ruckabad ; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not take 
or recommend any meaſure whatſoever for the relict 
thereof, in conſequence of the ſaid repreſentation, nor 
even communicate to the Council General the ſaid re- 
preſetitation ; and it was not until the 28th of June 
1785, that is, fixteen months from the arrival of the 
Refident at his ſtation, that any thing was laid before 
the Board relative the regulation or relief of the 
diſtreſſed country aforeſaid, arid that not from the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, but from other Members of the 
Counci:; which putpoſed negle& of duty, joined to 
the preceding wilful delay of ſeven months in propo- 
ſing the ſaid relief originally; cauſed in the whole a 
delay of the neceſſary relief for near two years. 


XIV. 


THAT the faid Warren Haſtings is farther cul- 
pable in not communicating to the Council Board the 
order which he had, of his own authority, and with- 
out any powers from them, given to the ſaid Reſident 
Willes, thereby preventing them from taking ſuch. 
ſteps as might counteract the ill effects of the ſaid or- 
der; which order purported, that the ſaid Willes was 
not to interfere with the Nabob of Farruckabad's go- 
vernment, for the regulation of which he was in effect 
appointed to the Reſidency ; declaring as follows: I 
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cc rely much on your moderation and good judgement, 
« which I hope will enable you to regulate your con- 
« duct towards the Nabob and his ſervants in ſuch a 
c manner, that, without interfering in the executive part 
& of bis government, you may render him eſſential ſer- 
c vice by your council and advice.” And this reſtriction 
the ſaid Haſtings did impoſe, which totally fruſtrated 
the purpoſe of the Refident's miſſion, though he well 
knew, and had frequently ſtated the extreme imbeci- 
lity and weakneſs of the ſaid Nabob of Farruckabad, 
and his ſubjection to unworthy /ervants ; and particu- 
larly in the minute of conſultation, upon which he 
founded the ſaid appointment, he did ſtate the Nabob 
of Farruckabad “ as a weak and inexperienced youn 

* man, who had abandoned himſelf entirely to the diſ- 
* cretion of his ſervants; and that the reſtoration of 
* his independence was followed by a total breach of 
** the engagements he had promiſed to fulfil, attended 
«© by pointed inſtances of contumacy and diſreſpect.“ 
And although, in the aforeſaid minute, the ſaid Haſ- 
tings adds, that the principal ſervant and manager of 
the Nabob, had propagated a report (herein before 
mentioned) that * interference, (namely, his the 
ſaid Haſtings's interference) “ to which his maſter 
«« owed the power he then enjoyed, was purchaſed by 
bim, “ the principal ſervant aforeſaid; yet he, the 
ſaid Haſtings, who had aſſigned on record the character 
of the ſaid Nabob, and the conduct of his ſervants in 
general, and the aforeſaid report of his principal ſer- 
vant, ſo highly diſhonourable to him the fra Haſtings, 
as reaſons for taking away the independency of the 
Nabob of Farruckabad, and the ſubjecting him to 
the oppreſſion of the Nabob of Oude's officer, Almas 
Ali, did again himſelf eſtabliſh the pretended inde- 
pendence of the ſaid Prince of Farruckabad, and the 
real independence of his corrupt and perfidious ſer- 
vants, not againſt the Nabob of Oude, but againſt a 
Britiſh Refident appointed by himſelf (“ as a charac- 
« ter eminently qualified for ſuch a charge,”) ior the 
correction of thoſe evils, and for rendering the Prince 
aforeſaid an uſeful ally to the Company, and reſtoring , 
his dominions to order and plenty. | 
Wa IS Y 2 | XV. THAT 
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ok, | XV. 
© THAT the ſaid Haſtings did not only diſable the 
Refident at Farruckabad by his ſaid prohibitory letter, 
but did render his very remaining at all in that ſtation 
rfectly precarious by a ſubſequent letter, rendering 
um liable to diſmiſſion by the Vizier; thereby alter. 
ing the tenure of the Reſident's office, and changing 
him from a miniſter of the Company, dependent on 
the Governor General and Council, to a dependent 
uo an unreſponfible foreign power; in this alſo 
acting without the Council, and by his awa uſurped 
authority ; and accordingly the ſaid Refident did de- 
clare, in his letter of the 24th of April 1785, “ that 
ce the fituation of the country was more diſtreſsful than 
« when he (the Prince of Farruckabad) addreſſed 
& himſelf for relief in 1783, and that he was ſorry 
ta ſay that his appointment at Farruckabad was of 
ce no uſe.” 1 1 
XVI. | 


THAT though the old tribute could not be paid, 
owing to famine and other cauſes, it was increaſed by 
a new impoſition, making the whole equal to the en- 
tire groſs produce of the revenue; and thereby not 
leaving © any thing for the ſubſiſtance of the Nabob and 
« family.” And the uncles of the ſaid Nabob of 
Farruckabad, the brethren of the late Ahmed Khan, 
(who had rendered important ſervices to the Company) 
and their children, did accordingly, in a petition to the 
Reſident, repreſent, that ſoon after the ſucceſſion of 
Muzuffer Jung © their miſery commenced. The 
ce jaghires (lands and eſtates) ſay they, on which we 
te ſubſiſted, were diſallowed. Our diftreſs is great; 
« we have neither clothes nor food. Though we felt 
tc hurt at the idea of explaining our ſituation, yet, 
& could we have found a' mode of conveyance, we 
< would have proceeded to Calcutta for redreſs. The 
« ſcarcity of grain this ſeaſon is an additional misfor- 
ce tune. With difficulty we ſupport life. From your 
te preſence, without the prqvinces, we * relief. 
CE I: is not the cuſtom of the Company to deprive the 
© zemindars and jaghurdars of the means of ſubfiſ- 
£< tence, To your juſtice we look up.“ 

CE at nn VII. THAT 
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XVII. 


THAT this being the ſituation of the perſon and fa · 
mily of the Nabob of Farruckabad and his neareſt rela- 
tions, the ſtate of the country and its capital precluded 
from all relief by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, is farther 
deſcribed inthe following words by the Reſident Willes : 


« Almas Ali has taken the purgunnah of Marara at 
te a very inad-quate rent, and his Aumils have ſeized 
% many adjacent villages : the purgunnahs of Cocut- 
* mow and Souje are conſtantly plundered by his people. 
« The collection of the gauts near Futty Ghur have 
«© been ſeized by the Vigier's Cutwal, and the zemin- 
v“ dars in four purgunnahs are ſo refractory as to have 
$ fortified themſelves in their gurries, and to refuſe all 
« payments af revenue, This 1s the ſtate of the pur- 
« gunnahs; and Farruckabad, which was once the ſeat 
« of great opulence and trade, is now daily deſerted by its 
c inbabitanis. Its walls mouldering away; without po- 
* lice, without protection; expoſed to the depredations of a 
* bandilti of two or three hundred robbers, who, night 
* after night, enter it for plunder, murdering all wha, op- 
* poſe them. The ruin that has overtaken this country is 
« not to be wondered at, when it is conſidered that there 
has been no ſtate, no ſtable government, for many years. 
« There has been the Nabob's Vizier's authority; his 
* miniſters; the Reſidents at Lucknow; the Seza- 
« walls; the camp authority ; the Nabob Muzuffer 
« ſung's, and that of twenty dewans or adviſers. No 
authority ſufficiently predominant to eſtabliſh any re- 
« gulations for the benefit of the country; whilſt each 
c authority has been exerted as opportunity offered for 
« temporary purpoſes.” . 


© Such being the preſent deplorable ſtate of Far- 
te ruckabad and its diſtricts, in the enſuing year it will 
« be in vain to look for revenue, if ſome regulations, 
« equal to the exigency, be not adopted. The whole 
0 . will be divided between the neighbourin 
&« powerful Aumils, the refractory zemindars, an 
& banditti of robbers; and the Patans, who might be 
« made uſeful ſubjects, will fly from the ſcene of anar- 
«© chy. The crifis appears now come, that either m_ 

| plan 
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cc plan of government ſhould be reſolved on, ſo as to 
ce form faithful ſubjects on the frontier, or the country 
© be given up to its fate; and if it be abondoned, there 
« can be little doubt but that the Mahrattas will gladly 
cc ſeize on a ſtation ſo favourable to incurſions into the 
& Vizier's dominions, will attach to their intereſts the 
* Hindoo zemindars, and poſſeſs themſelves of forts, 
* which, with little expence, being made formidable, 
« would give employment perhaps to the whole of our 
force, ſhould it ever be neceſſary to recover them.” 
| XVIII. | | 

THAT the Council at Calcutta, on the repreſenta- 
tion aforeſaid, made by the Refident at Farruckabad, 
did 3 and record a plan for the better govern- 
ment of the ſaid country, but did delay the execution 
of the ſame until the arrangements, made by the ſaid 
Haſtings, with the Nabob Vizier ſhould be Known; 
but the ſaid Haſtings, as far as in him lay, did entirely 
ſet aſide any plan that could be formed for that pur- 
poſe, upon the baſis of a Britiſh Refident at Farrucka- 
bad, by making an agreement with the ſaid Nabob Vi- 
zier, that no Britiſh influence ſhould be employed with- 
in his dominions ; and by having farther engaged to 
that Prince, not to abandon him to any other mode of 
relation; and he has informed the Court of Directors, 
that the territories of the Nabob of Oude will be ruined, 
if Reſidents are ſent into them; obſerving, that“ Re- 
ec ſidents never will be ſent for any other purpoſes than 
“e thoſe of vengeance and corruption 


XIX. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did declare to the 
Court of Directors, that, in his opinion, the mode of 
relief moſt effectual, and moſt lenient, with regard ta 
Farruckabad, would be to nominate one of the family 
of the Prince to ſuperintend his affairs, and to ſecure 
the payments ; but this plan, which appears to be moſt 
connected with the rights of the ruling family, whilſt 
it provides againſt the imhecility of the natural Lord, 
and is free from his objection to a Reſident, is the only 
one which the ſaid Haſtings never has executed, or 
even propoſed to execute. | | 


THAT 
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XX. | 


THAT the ſaid Haſtivgs, by the agreements afore- 
ſaid, has left the Company in ſuch an alternative, that 
they can neither relieve the ſaid Prince of Farruckabad 
from oppreſſion, without a breach of the engagements 
entered into by him the ſaid, Haſtings with the Nabob 
Vizier, in the name of the Company; nor ſuffer him 
to remain under the ſaid oppreſſion without violating 
all faith, and all the rules of juſtice with regard to him. 
And the ſaid Haſtings hath directly made, or autho- 
riſed, no leſs than fix revolutions in leſs than five years, 
in the aforeſaid harraſſed province; by which frequent 
and rapid changes of government, all of them made in 
contradiction to all his own declared motives and rea- 
ſons, for the ſeveral acts ſucceſſively done and undone 
in this tranſaction, the diſtreſſes of the country, and the 
diſorders in its adminiſtration, have been highly aggra- 
vated; and in the ſaid irregular proceedings, — 4 in 
the groſs and complicated violations of faith with all 
parties, the ſaid Haſtings is guilty of high crimes and 
1ni{demeanors, 
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No. VI. 


Deſtruction of the Rajah of Sahlone. 


I 


HAT the late Nabob of Oude, Sujah ul Dow- 

lah, did (on what reaſons of policy, or pretences 

of juſtice, is unknown) diſpoſſeſs a certain native per- 
ſon of diſtinction, or eminent Rajah, reſiding in the 
country of Sahlone, © the lineal delcendant of the 
** molt powerful Hindoo family in that part of Hin- 
4 doſtan,” of his patrimonial eftate, and conferred the 
ſame, or part of the ſame, on his (the Nabob's) mo- 
ther, as a jaghire [or eſtate] for the term of her life; 
and the mother of the Nabob, in order to quiet the 
country, and to ſatisfy, in ſome meaſure, the principal 
and 
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and other inhabitants, did allow and pay a certain pen- 
ſion to the ſaid Rajah; which penſion, on the general 
confiſcation of jaghires, (made at the inſtigation of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings) and by the letting the lands ſo 
confiſcated to farmers at rack rents, was diſcontinued, 
and refuſed to be paid; and the diſcontinuance of the 
ſaid penfion, ** on account of the perſonal reſpect borne 
*< to the Rajah, (as connections with him are ſought 
« for, and thought to confer bonour,) did cauſe an uni- 
verſal diſcontent, and violent commotions, in the diſ- 
trict of Sahlone, and other parts of the province of 
Oude, with great conſequent effuſion of blood, and in- 
terruption, if not total diſcontinuance, to the collection 
of the revenues in thoſe parts, other than as the ſame 
was irregularly, and with great damage to the country, 
enforced by Britith troops. 


II. 


THAT Mr. Lumſdaine, the officer employed to re- 
duce thoſe diſordered parts of the province to ſubmiſ- 
ſion, after ſeveral advantages gained over the Rajah and 
his adherents, and expelling him from the country, did 
repreſent the utter impoſſibility of bringing it to a per- 
manent ſettlement merely by forcible methods; as in 
* any of his (the Rajah's) incurſions it would not be 
* neceſſary to bring even a force with him, as the ze- 
„ mindars | landed proprietors and freeholders] are 
much attached to the Rajah, whom they conſider. as 
« their hereditary prince, and never fail to aſſiſt him; 
and that his rebellion againſt Government is not 
looked on as a crime.” And Mr. Lumſdaine declared 
it © as his clear opinion, that the allowing the ſaid Ra- 
c jah a penſion ſuitable to his rank and influence in the 
« country, to be the moſt certain mode of obtaining a 
« permanent peace ;” alledging, among other cogent 
reaſons, ** that the expence of the force neceſſary to be 
« employed to ſubdue the country might be ſpared, 
« and employed elſewhere ; and that the people would 
6 return to their villages with their cattle and effects, 
* and of courſe Government have ſome ſecurity for 
«© the revenue, whereas at preſent they have none :” and 
the repreſentation containing that prudent and tempes+ 

late 
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rate counſel, 1 by a military man of undoubted in- 
formation, and perfect experience in the local circum- 


ſtances of the country, was tranſmitted by the Reſident 


Briſtow to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did wilfully 
and criminally omit to order any relief to the ſaid Ra- 
jah, in conformity to the general ſenſe and wiſhes of the 
inhabitants; a compliance with whoſe ſo reaſonable an 
expectation; his duty in reſtoring the tranquillity of 
the country, and in retrieving the honour of the Eng- 
liſh Government, did abſolutely require. But, inſtead 
of making ſuch proviſion, a price was ſet upon his 
head; and ſeveral bodies of Britiſh troops being em- 
__ to purſue him, after many ſkirmiſhes and much 
bloodſhed, and mutual waſte of the country, the ſaid 
Rajah, honoured and reſpected by the natives, was 
hunted down, and at length killed in a thicket, 
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Contracts and Salaries. 


I 


HAT the Court of Directors df the Eaſt-India 

Company had laid down the following funda» 
mental rules, for the conduct of ſuch of the Company's 
buſineſs in Bengal as could be performed by contract; 
and had repeatedly and ſtrictly ordered the Governor 
and Council of Fort William to obſerve thoſe rules : 
Viz. That all contracts ſhould be publicly advertiſed, 


and the moſt reaſonable propoſals accepted; that the 


contracts of proviſions and for furniſhing draught and 
carriage bullocks for the army, ſhould be annual: and, 
that they ſhould not fail to advertiſe for and receive pro- 
poſals for thoſe contracts every year. 


| 3 Os | 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in direct diſobedi- 


ence tothe ſaid poſitive orders, and, as the Directors them- 
2 ſelves 


rern 


ſelves ſay, by a moſt deliberate breach of his duty, did, in 
September 1777, accept of propoſals offered by Erneſt 
Alexander Johnſon, for providing draught and carriage 
bullocks, and for victualling the Europeans, without 
advertifing for propoſals, as he was expreſſly com- 


manded to do, and extended the contract for three years, 


which was poſitively ordered to be annual; and, not- 
withſtanding that extenſion of the period, which ought 
at leaſt to have been compenſated by ſome advantage to 
the Company in the conditions, did conclude the ſaid 
contract upon terms leſs advantageous than the preceding 
contract, and therefore not on the loweſt terms procurable. 


3 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in defiance of the 


judgement and lawful orders of his ſuperiors, which in 
this caſe left him no option, declared, that he diſapproved 
of publiſhing for propeſals, and that the contratt was re- 
duced too low already ; thereby avowing himſelf the ad- 
vocate of the contractor, againſt whom, as repreſenta- 
tive of the Company, and guardian of their intereſts, 
he properly was party, and preferring the advantage of 
the contractor to thoſe of his own conſtituents and em- 
ployers. 


IV. 


THAT the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India 
Company having carefully confidered the circumſtances 
and tendency of this tranſaction, condemned it in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, declaring, that they would not permit 
the contract to be continued, and that, “if the con- 
tractor ſhould think himſelf aggrieved, and take 
© meaſures in conſequence, by which the Company 
& became involved in loſs or damage, they ſhould cer- 
& tainly hold the majority of the Council reſponſible 
ce for ſuch loſs or damage, and proceed againſt them 
« accordingly.” 


V 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in defiance of or- 
ders, which, the Directors ſay, were plain and unequi- 
vocal, did, in January 1777, receive from George 

Templer, 
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Templer, a propoſal, eſſentially different from the ad- 
vertiſement publiſhed by the Governor General and 
Council for receiving propoſals for feeding the Com- 
pany's elephants, and did accept thereof, not only 
without having recourſe to the proper means for aſcer- 
raining whether the ſaid propoſal was the Joweſt that 
would be offered, but with another actually before the 
Board, nearly 3o per cent. lower than that made by the 
ſaid George Templer, to whom the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings granted a contract, in the terms propoſed by the 
ſaid Templer, for three years, and did afterwards ex- 
tend the ſame to five years, with new and diſtinct con- 
ditions, accepted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, with- 
out advertiſing for freſh propoſals, by which the Com- 
pany were very confiderable loſers : — On all which the 
Court of Directors declared,“ That this waſte of their 
ve property could not be permitted; that he the ſaid 
« Warren Haſtings had diſregarded their authority, 
and diſobeyed their orders, in not taking the loweſt 
« offers;” and they ordered that the contract for ele- 
phants ſhould be annulled : and the ſaid Directors far- 
ther declared, that “ if the contractor ſhould recover 
e damages of the Company for breach of engagement, 
cc they were determined, in ſuch caſe, to inſtitute a 
« ſuit at law againſt thoſe members of the Board who 
ce had preſumed, in direct breach of their orders, to 
ce prefer the intereſt of an individual to that of the 
6 Company.” 


VI. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the year 
1777, conclude with - - - - - - - Forde, a contract for an 
armed veſſel for the pilotage of the Chittigong River, 
and for the defence of the coaſt and river againſt the 
incurſions of robbers, for the term of five years, in 
farther diſobedience of the Company's orders reſpect- 
ing the mode and duration of contracts, and with a 
conſiderable increaſe of expence to the Company: — 
That the farming out the defence of a country to a 
contractor, being wholly unprecedented, and evidently 
abſurd, could have no real object to enrich the con- 

2 2 tractor 
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tractor at the Company's expence; ſince, either the 
ſervice was not dangerous, and then the eſtabliſhment 
was totally unneceſſary; or, if it was a dangerous ſer- 
vice, it was evidently the intereſt of the contractor to 
avoid ſuch danger, and not to hazard the loſs of his 
thip or men, which muſt be replaced at his own ex- 
pence, and therefore that an active and faithful diſ- 
charge of the contractor's duty was incompatible with 
his intereſt. ö | 
VII. 

THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in farther defi- 
ance of the Company's orders, and in breach of the 
eſtabliſhed rule of their ſervice, did, in the year 1777, 
conclude a contract with the Maſter and Deputy Maſ- 
ter Attendant of the Company's marine or pilot ſervice, 
for ſupplying the ſaid marine with naval ſtores, and ex- 
ecuting the ſaid ſervice for the term of two years, and 
without advertiſing for propoſals. 


VIII. 


THAT the uſe and expenditure of ſuch ſtores, and the 
direction of the pilot veſſels, is under the management, 
and at the diſpoſition of the Maſter Attendant, by vir- 
tue of his office: that he is officially the proper and re- 
gular check upon the perſon who furniſhes the ſtores, 
and bound by his duty to take care that all contracts 
for furniſhing ſuch ſtores are duly and faithfully exe; 
cutcd, | 


IX. 

THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by uniting the 
ſupply and the check in the ſame hands, did not only 
diſobey the Company's ſpecific orders, and violate the 
fundamental rules and practice of the ſervice, but did 
overſet the only juſt and rational principle, on which 
this, and every other ſervice of a fimilar nature, ought 
to be conducted; and did not only ſubject the Com- 
pany's intereſt, in point of expence, to fraud and collu- 
hon, but did thereby expoſe the navigation of the Ben- 
gal river to manifeſt hazard and diſtreſs; conſiderin 
that it is the duty of the Maſter Attendant to take care 

| 1 that 
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that the pilot veſſels are conſtantly ſtationed in the roads 
to wait the arrival of the Company's ſhips, eſpecially in 


tempe ſtuous weather, and that they ſhould be in a con- 


ſtant condition to keep the ſea; whereas it is manifeſtly 
the intereſt of the contractor, in the firſt inſtance, to 
equip the ſaid Veſſels as ſcantily as poſſible, and after- 
wards to expoſe them as little as paſſible to any ſervice 
in which the ſtores, to be replaced by him, might be loſt 
or conſumed : and finally, that in June 1779, the ſaid 
contract was prolonged to the ſaid Maſter Attendant, by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the farther period of two 
years from the expiration of the firſt, without advertiſing 
for propoſals, | 


X. 

THAT it does not appear that any of the preceeding 
contracts have been annulled, or the charges attending 
any of them abated, ar that the Court of Directors have 
ever taken any meaſures to compel the ſaid - Warren 
Haſtings to indemnity the Company, or to make good 
any part of the loſs incurred by the ſaid contracts. 


Xl. 


THAT in the year 1777 the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did recommend and appoint John Belli, at that time his 
private Secretary, to be agent for ſupplying the Garri- 
ſon of Fort William with victualling ſtores : That the 
ſtores were to be purchaſed with money advanced by 
the Company ; and that the ſaid Agent was to be allow- 
ed a commiſſion, or per centage, for his riſque and 
trouble: That in order to aſcertain what ſum would be 
a reaſonable compenſation for the agent, the Governor 
General and Council agreed to conſult ſome of the prin- 
cipal merchants of Calcutta; and the merchants ſo con- 
ſulted, reported their opinion, that 20 per cent. on the 
prime coſt of the ſtores would be a reaſonable compen; 
ſation to the agent: that, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, ſupported by the vote and concurrence of 
Richard Barwell, then a member of the Supreme Coun- 
cil, did propoſe and carry it, that 30 per cent. per an- 
num ſhould be allowed upon all ſtores to be provided 
by the agent: and the ſaid Warren Haſtings pos 
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that © he preferred an agency to a contract for this 
« ſervice ; becauſe, if it were performed by contract, it 
* muſt then be advertiſed, and the world would know 
* what proviſion was made for the defence of the 
« fort:“ as if its being publicly known that the fort 
was well provided for defence, were likely to encourage 
an enemy to attack it. 


XII. 


THAT in Avgult 1779, in defiance of the principle 
laid down by himſelf for preferring an agency to a con- 
tract, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did propoſe, and carry 
it, that the agency ſhould be converted into a contrat, 
to be granted to the ſaid John Belli, without advertiſing 
for propoſals, and fixed for the term of five years, 
« pretending that he had received frequent remon- 
te ſtrances from the ſaid agent, concerning the heavy 
« loſſes and inconveniencies to which he was ſubjected 
« by the indefinite terms of his agency,” notwithſtand- 
ing it appeared, by evidence produced at the Board, 
that, on a ſupply of about 37,0001, he had already 
drawn a commiſſion of 22, ocol. and upwards : and the 
faid Warren Haſtings pledged himſelf, that, if required 
by the Court of Directors, the profits ariſing from the agency 

ould be paid into the Company's treaſury, and appropriated 
as the Court ſhould direct. 


XIII. 


THAT the Court of Directors, as ſoon as they were 
adviſed of the firſt appointment of the ſaid Agency, de- 
clared, that they conſidered the Commiſſion of 20 per 
cent, as an ample compenſation to the agent ; and did 

firively order, that, according to the engagement of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the commiſſion paid or to 
« be paid to the ſaid agent, ſhould be reduced to 20 


te per cent.“ 
XIV. 


THAT the ſaid John Belli did poſitively refuſe 
to refund any part of the profits he had received, 
or to ſubmit to a diminution of thoſe which he was ſtil] 
to receive; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings has never mm 
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his own voluntary and ſolemn engagement to the 
Court of Directors herein above mentioned: and as his 
failure to perform the ſaid engagement is a breach of 
faith to the Company; ſo his performance of ſuch en- 
gagement, if he had performed it, and even his offer- 
ing to pledge himſelf for the agent, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, ought to be taken as preſumptive evidence of 
a connection between the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the 
ſaid agent his private Secretary; which ought not to 
exiſt between a Governor, acting in behalf of the Com- 
pany, and a contractor making terms with ſuch Gover- 
nor for the execution of a public ſervice. 


XV. 


THAT before the expiration of the contract herein- 
before mentioned, for ſupplying the army with draught 
and carriage bullocks, granted by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to Erneſt Alexander Johnſon for three years, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did propoſe and carry it in 
Council, that a new contract ſhould be made, on a new 
plan, and that an offer thereof ſhould be made to Ri- 
chard Johnſon, brother and executor of the ſaid con- 
tractor, without advertiſing for Propoſals, for the term 
of five years: and this offer was voluntarily accepted by 
the ſaid Richard Johnſon, who, at the ſame time, 
defired, and obtained, that the new contracts ſhould 
be made out in the name of Charles Croftes, the 
Company's accountant and Sub treaſurer at Fort Wil- 
liam. 


XVI. 
THAT the ſaid Charles Croftes offered the ſaid Ri- 


chard Johnſon as one of his ſecurities for the perform- 
ance of the ſaid contract, who was accepted as ſuch by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and at the requeſt of the 
ſaid contractor, the contract for victualling the Europe- 
ans ſerving at the preſidency was added to and united 
with that for furniſhing bullocks, and fixed for the 
lame period. 


XVII, 


THAT this extenſion of the periods of the ſaid 
contracts was not compenſated by a diminution in the 
charge 
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charge to be incurred by the Company on that account, 
as it ought to have been; but, on the contrary, the 
charge was immoderately increaſed by the new contracts: 
inſomuch, that it was proved, by ſtatements and com- 
putations produced at the Board, that the increaſe on 
the victualling contract would, in ſive years, amount to 
40,000). ; and that the increaſe on the bullock contract, 
in the ſame period, would amount to above four hun- 
dred thouſand pounds : that when this, and many other 
weighty objections againſt the terms of the ſaid con- 
tracts were urged in Council tothe ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
he declared, that he ſhould deliver a reply thereto ; but it 
does not appear that he did ever deliver ſuch reply, or 
ever enter into a juſtification of any part of his conduct 
in this tranſaction. | 


XVIII. 
? III 


THAT the Act of Parliament of 1773, by which the 
firſt Governor General and Council were appointed, 
did expreſsly limit the duration of their office to the 
term of five years, which expired in October 1779, and 
that the ſeveral contracts, herein-before mentioned, were 
granted in September 1779, and were made to continue 
five years after the expiration of the Government by 
which they were granted; that by this anticipation, the 
diſcretion and jugdement of the ſucceeding government, 
reſpecting the ſubject matter of ſuch contracts, was 
taken away, and any correction or improvement theres 
in rendered impracticable. 


XIX. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings might have been 
juſtified by the rules and practice, or by the neceſſity 
of the public ſervice, in binding the Government by 
engagements to endure one year after the expiration of 
his own office; but on no principles could he be juſti- 
fied in extending ſuch engagements beyond the term of 
one year, much leſs on the principles he has avowed, 
namely, “that it was only an act of common juſtice in 
him to ſecure every man connected with him, as far as 
e he legally could, from the apprehenſion of future op- 
0 preſhon.” The oppreſſion, to which ſuch 3 

ion, 
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ſon; if real, muſt allude, could only conſiſt in and 
ariſe out of the obedience which he feared a future go- 
vernment might pay to the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, by making all contracts annual, and advertiſing 
for propoſals publicly. and indifferently, from all per- 
ſons whatever, by which it might happen that ſuch be- 
neficial contracts would not be conſtantly held by men 
connected with him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings: and 
this declaration made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, com- 
bined with all the circumſtances belonging to theſe tranſ- 
actions, leaves no room to doubt that, in diſobeying the 
Company's orders, and betraying the truſt repoſed in 
him as guardian of the Company's property, his object 
was to purchaſe the attachment of a number of individu- 
als, and to form a party capable of ſupporting and pro- 
tecting him in return. 
XX. 


THAT with the ſame view, and on the ſame princi- 
ples; it appears that exceſſive ſalaries and emoluments, 
at the Eaſt-India Company's charge and expence, have 
been laviſhed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings; to ſundry 
individuals, contrary to the general principles of his 
duty, and in direct contradiction to the poſitive orders 
of the Court of Directors: particularly, that whereas 
by a reſolution of the Court of Proprietors of the Eaſt- 
India Company, and by an inſtruction of the Court of 
Directors, it was provided and exprefily ordered; That 
there ſhould be paid to the late Sir John Clavering 
te the ſum of fix thouſand pounds ſterling per annum, 
d jn full for his ſervices as Commander in Chief, in 
& lieu of travelling charges, and of all other advantages 
t and emoluments whatever;z” and whereas the Court 
of Directors poſitively ordered that the late Sir Eyre 
% Coore ſhould receive the ſame pay, as Commander in 
& Chief of their forces in India, as was received by 
% Lieutenant-general Sir John Clavering ;”—the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, nevertheleſs, within a very ſhort 
time after Sir Eyre Coote's arrival in Bengal, did pro- 
poſe and carry it in Council; that a new eſtabliſhment 
ſhould be created for Sir Eyer Coote, by which an in- 

reaſe of expence would be incurred by the India Com- 
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pany to the amount of eighteen thouſand pounds a year 
and upwards, excluſive of and in addition to his falary 
of ten thouſand pounds a year, provided for him by act 
of Parliament as a member of the Supreme Council, and 
excluſive of and in addition to his ſalary of fix thouſand 
pounds a year as commander in Chief, appointed for 
him by the Company, and expreſſly fixed to that 
amount. 


XXI. 


IHA the diſobedience and breach of truſt of which 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty in this tranſaction, 
is highly aggravated by the following circumſtances 
connected with it: that from the death of Sir John Cla- 
vering to the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in Bengal, the 
proviſional command of the army had devolved to, and 
been veſted in, Brigadier-general Giles Stibbert, the 
eldeſt officer on that eſtabliſhment ; that in this capacity, 
and, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings has declared, “ ſtand- 
sing no way diſtinguiſhed from the other officers of the 
* army, but by his accidental ſucceſſion to the firſt 
4 place on the liſt,” he, the ſaid Giles Stibbert, had, 
by the recommendation and procurement of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, received and enjoyed a ſalary and 
other allowances to the amount of 13,8 54/. 125. per 
 annum.—That Sir Eyre Coote, ſoon after his arrival, 
repreſented to the Board, that a conſiderable part of 
thoſe allowances, amounting to. 8,220/. 108. per annum, 
ought to devolve to himſelf, as Commander in Chief of 
the Company's forces in India; and ſtating, that the 
ſaid Giles Stibbert could no longer be confidered as 
Commander in Chief under the preſidency of Fort Wil- 
liam, made a formal demand of the ſame, But the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, inſtead of reducing the allowances 
of the ſaid Giles Stibbert to the eſtabliſhment at which 
they ſtood during General Clavering's command, and 
for the continuance of which, after Sir Eyre Coote's ar- 
rival, there could be no pretence, continued the allow- 
ances of thirteen thouſand eight hundred and fifty-four 
pounds twelve ſhillings per annum to the ſaid Giles 
Stibbert; and, at the ſame time, in order to appeaſe 
and ſatisfy the demand of the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote, did 
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create for him that new eſtabliſhment, herein-befare ſpe- 
cified, of eighteen thouſand pounds per annum; inſo- 
much, that inſtead of the allowance of fix thouſand pounds 
a year, in lieu of travelling charges and of all emoluments 
and allowances whatſoever, to which the pay and allow- 
ances of Commander in Chief were expreflly limited by 
the united act of the legiſlative and executive powers 
of the Company, the annual charge to be borne by 
the Company on that account was increaſed by the faid 
Warren Haſtings to the enormous ſum of thirty-eighr 
thouſand two hundred and ſeyenteen pounds ten ſhill- 


ings ſterling. 
; XXII. 


THAT on the firſt of November 1779, the ſaid 

Warren Haſtings did move and carry it in Council, 
«© that the reſident at the Vizier's court ſhould be fur- 
6 niſhed with an account of all the extra-allowances and 
ce charges of the Commander in Chief when in the field, 
« with orders to add the ſame to the debit of the 
« Vizier's account, as a part of his general ſubſidy; the 
* charge to commence from the day on which the Gene- 
ce ral ſhall paſs the Carumnaſſa, and to continue till his 
ce return to the ſame line,” That this additional ex- 
pence, impoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings on the 
Vizier, was unjult in itſelf, and a breach of treaty with 
that Prince, the ſpecific amount of the ſubſidy to be. 
paid by him having been fixed by a treaty, ro which na 
addition could juſtly be made, but at the previous re- 
quiſition of the Vizier. 


XXIII. 


THAT the Court of Directors, in their letter of the 
18th of October 1780, did condemn and prohibit the 
continuation of the allowances above mentioned to Sir 
Eyre Coote, in the following words: “ Theſe allow- 
* ances appear to us in a light ſo very extraordinary, 
* and fo repugnant to the ſpirit of a reſolution of the 
“General Court of Proprietors, reſpecting the allow- 
* ance made to General Clavering, that we poſitively. 
* direct that they be diſcontinued immediately, and no 
part thereof paid after the receipt of this letter,” And 
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on the 27th of April 1781, the Governor General and 
Council, in obedience to the orders of the Directors, did 
ſignify the ſame to the Comiſſary General, as an inſtruc- 
tion to him, that the extraordinary allowances to Sir 
Eyre Coote ſhould be diſcontinued, and no part thereof paid 
after that day: But it appears, nevertheleſs, that the ſaid 
extra allowances (amounting to above twenty thouſand 
pounds ſterling a year) were continued to be charged 
to the Vizier, and paid to Sir Eyre Coote, in defiance 
of the orders of the Court of Directors; in defiance 
of the conſequent reſolution of the Governor General 
and Council; and in contradiction to the terms of the 
original motion, made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for 
adding thoſe allowances to the debit of the Vizier, viz. 
ec that they ſhould continue till Sir Eyre Coote's return 
* to the Carumnaſſa. 95 | | 


XXIV. 


THAT Sir Eyre Coote arrived at Calcutta about the 
end of Auguſt 1780, and muſt have croſſed the Carum- - 
naſſa, in his return from Oude, ſome weeks before, 
when the charge on the Viaier, if at any time proper, 
ought to have ceaſed. But it appears that the ſaid al- 
lowances were continued to be charged againſt the Vizier, 
and paid to Sir Eyre Coote, for three years after, even 
while he was ſerving in the Carnatic, and that this was 
done by the ſole authority and private command of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings. Ep 5 = 


XXV. 


THAT the Faſt-India Company, having thought 
proper to create the office of Advocate General in Ben- 
gal, and to appoint Sir John Day to that office, it was 
reſolved, by a General Court of Proprietors, that a 
ſalary of 3oool. a year ſhould be allowed to the ſaid Sir 
John Day, in full conſideration of all demands and allow- 
ances whatſoever for his ſervices to the Company at the Pre- 
fidency of Fort William: That the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, nevertheleſs, ſhortly after Sir John Day's arrival in 
Bengal, did increaſe the faid Sir John Day's ſalary and 
allowances to ſix thouſand pounds a year, in direct diſ- 
obedience of the reſolution of the Court of Tn, 
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and of the order of the Court of Directors: That the 
Directors, as ſoon as they were informed of this proceed- 
ing, declared, © that they held themſelves bound by the 
tc reſolution of the General Court, and that they could 
% not allow it to be diſregarded by the Company's ſer- 
« yants in India;” and ordered that the increaſed allows 
ances ſhould be forthwith diſcontinued, 


XXVI. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after having firſt 
thought it neceſſary, in obedience to the orders of the 
Couit of Directors, to ſtop the extraordinary allowance 
which he had granted to Sir John Day, did afterwards 
reſolve that the allowance which had been ſtruck off, 
ſhould be repaid to him, upon his ſigning an obligation 
to refund the amount which he might receive, in caſe 
the Directors ſhould confirm their former orders, al- 
ready twice given: That in this tranſaction the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings trifled with the authority of the Com- 
pany, eluded the repeated orders of the Directors, and ex- 
poſed the Company to the riſque and uncertainty of re- 
covering, at a diſtant period, and perhaps by a proceſs 
of law, a ſum ef money which they had poſitively or- 
dered him not to pay, | 


XXVII. 


THAT, in the latter part of the year 1776, by the 
death of Colonel Monſon, the whole power &f the go- 
vernment of Fort William devolved to the Governor 
and one member of the Council; and from that time the 
Governor General and Council have generally conſiſted 
of an even number of perſons, in conſequence of which 
the caſting voice of the ſaid Warren Haſtings has uſually 
prevailed in the deciſion of all queſtions. 


XXVIII. 


THAT about the end of the year 1776 the whole 
cival eſtabliſhment of the faid government did not ex- 
ceed 205,399]. per annum; but in the year 1783 the 
ſaid eivil eſtabliſhment had been increaſed to the enor- 
mous annual ſum of 927,94 5l.— That ſuch * 
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the civil eſtabliſhment could not have taken place, if the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, who was at the head of the Go- 
vernment, with the power annexed to the caſting voice, 
had not actively promoted the ſaid increaſe, which he 
had power to prevent, and which it was his duty to have 


prevented. 


XXIX. 


THAT by ſuch immoderate waſte of the property of 
his employers, and by ſuch ſcandalous breach of his fi- 
delity to them, it was the intention of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to gain and ſecure the attachment and ſupport 
of a multitude of individuals, by whoſe united intereſt, 
influence and intrigues, he hoped to be protected 
againſt any future inquiry into his conduct: and it was 
of itſelf highly criminal in the ſaid Warren Haſtings ta 
have ſo waſted the property of the Eaſt-· India Company, 
and the purpoſe to be obtained by ſuch walte was a 


great aggrayation of that crime. 


XXX. 

THAT among the various inſtances of profuſion, by 
which the civil eſtabliſhment of Fort William was in- 
creaſed to the enormous annual ſum herein-before men- 
tioned, it appears that a ſalt office was created, of fix 
commiſſioners, whoſe annual emoluments were as fol- 


low, viz. | 


Preſident, or Comptroller, per annum J. 18,490 
ST - - =-.- - 13, 100 
2d ditto - - - - - 11,480 
3d ditto — — - - - 13,183 
—_— 6,257 
„ Bats A ST os 


L. 72,807 


, * 


XXXI. 


THAT a Board of Revenue was created by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, conſiſting of five Commiſſioners, 
whoſe annual emoluments were as follow, viz, 


1ſt 
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iſt member, per annum CES. CL. 10,950 
2d ditto - « - - 


br 95,100 

3d ditto - . - - - 9,100 
4th ditto - - - - - 9,100 
5th ditto - - - 2 9,100 
L. 47,350 


That David Anderſon, Eſq; firſt member of the ſaid 
Board, did not execute the duties, though he received 
the emoluments, of the ſaid office; having acted for the 
greateſt part of the time, as Ambaſſador to Madagee 
Scindia, with a farther ſalary of 4280], a year, making 
in all 1 5, 230l. a year. 


XXXII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did create an office 
of agent victualler to the garriſon of Fort William, 
whole profits, on an average of three years, were 
15,970l. per annum: That this agency was held by the 
Poſtmaſter General, who, in that capacity, received 
22001, a year from the Company, and who was actu— 
ally no higher than a writer in the ſervice : — That 
the perſon who held theſe lucrative offices, viz. John 
Belli, was private ſecretary to the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings. 


XXXIII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings created a nominal 
office of Reſident at Goa, Where the Company never had 
a reſident, nor buſineſs of any kind to tranſact, and gave 
the ſaid nominal office to a perſon who was not a cove- 
nanted ſervant of the Company, with an allowance of 
42801, a year. 


XXXIV. 


THAT theſe inſtances are proofs of a criminal pro- 
fuſion and high breach of truſt to the India Company in 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under whole government, 
and by means of whole ſpecial power, derived from the 
effect of his caſting voice, all the {aid waſte and profu- 
ſion did take place, 


XXXV. 
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3 XXXV. 

THAT at the end of the year 1780, when, as the 
Court of Directors affirm, the Company were in the ut- 
moſt diſtreſs for money, and almoſt every department in 
arrear, and when it appears that there was a great ſcar- 
city and urgent want of grain at Fort St. George, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did accept of a propoſal made to 
him by James-Peter Auriol, then Secretary to the 
Council, to ſupply the preſidency of Fort St. George 
with rice and other articles, and did appoint the ſaid 
Auriol to be the -_-_ for ſupplying all the other preſi- 
dencies with thoſe articles: That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings declared, that the intention of the appoint- 
ment “ was moſt likely to be fulfilled by a liberal con- 
« fideration of it, and therefore allowed the faid Aurio 
a commiſſion of 15 per cent. on the whole of his diſ- 
burſements ; thereby 2 it the direct intereſt of 
the ſaid Auriol to make his diſburſements as great as 
poſſible :—That the chance of capture by the enemy, 
or danger of the ſea, was to be at the riſque of the 
India Company, and not of the ſaid Auriol : — That 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared perſonally to the ſaid 
Auriol, “that this poſt was intended as a reward for 
ec his long and faithful Services.” 


XXXVI. 


THAT the Preſident and Council of Bombay did 
remonſtrate againſt what they called the enormous amount 
. of the charges of the rice with which they were ſup- 
plied, which they ſtate to be nine rupees a bag at Cal- 
cutta, when they themſelves could have contracted for 
its delivery at Bombay, tree of all riſque and charges; 
at five rupees and three ſixteenths per bag; and that 
even at Madras, where the diſtreſs and demand was 
greateſt, the ſupplies of grain by private traders charged 
to the Company, were nineteen per cent. cheaper than 
that ſupplied by the ſaid Auriol, excluſive of the riſque 
of the ſea and of capture of the enemy: And it is 
ſtated by the Court of Directors, that the agent's com- 
miſſion on a ſupply of 4 fingle year (the ſaid commiſſion 
being not only charged on the prime coſt of the rice, 


but allo on the freight and all other charges) would 
amount 
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amount to mm ſterling twenty-ſix thouſand eight 


Hundred an eventy-three, and by the ſaid Auriol hini- 
ſelf is admitted to amount to 18,2921, 


XXXVII. 


THAT William Larkins, the Accomptant General 
at Fort William, having been ordered to examine the 
accounts of the ſaid agent, did report to the Governo 
General and Council, that he found them to be corre 
in the additions and ralculations; and that then the ſaid 
Larkins adds the following declaration: “ The agent 
te $eing upon honour with reſpect to the ſums charged in 
te his accounts for the coſt of the articles ſupplied; I 
& did not think myſelf authorized to require any voucber 
* of the ſums charged for the demurrage of ſloops, 
& either as to the time of detention; or the rate of the 
te charge, or of thoſe for the articles loſt in going down 
© the river; and on that ground I thought myſelf 
« equally bound to admit the ſums acknowledged as 
« received for the ſales of goods returned, without re- 
% quiring vouchers of the rates at which they were 
« fold.” | | 


| XXXVIII. | 

THAT in the aforeſaid tranſaQtion the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has been guilty of a high breach of truſt and 
duty, in the unneceſſary expenditure of the Company's 
money, and in ſubjecting the Company to a profuſion 
of expence, at all times wholly unjuſtifiable, but par- 
ticularly at the time when that expence was incurred, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty of breach of 
orders, as well as breach of truſt; in not advertifing ge- 
nerally for propoſals; in not contracting indifferently for 
the ſupplies with ſuch merchants as might offer to fur- 
niſh them on the loweſt terms; in giving an enormous 
commiſſion to an agent, and that commiſſion not con- 
fined to the prime coſt of the articles, but to be com- 
puted on the whole of his charges; in accepting of the 
bonour of the ſaid agent as a ſufficient voucher for the 
coſt of the articles tupplied, and for all charges what- 
ever, on which his commiſſion was to be computed; 


and finally, in giving a lucrative agency for the ſupply 
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of a diſtreſſed and ſtarving province, as a reward to a. 
Secretary of State, whoſe labours in that capacity ought 
to have been rewarded by an avowed public ſalary, 
and not otherwile. 


XXXIX. 


THAT after the firſt year of the ſaid agency was 
expired, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did agree, that for 
the future the commiſſion to be drawn by the ſaid agent 
ſhould be reduced to five per cent., which the Governor 
General and Council then declared to be the cuſtomary 
amount drawn by merchants; but that, even in this re- 
duction of the commiſſion, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was guilty of a deception, and did not in fact reduce 
the commiſſion from 15 to 5 per cent., having imme- 
diately after reſolved that he, the agent, ſhould be al- 
lowed the current intereſt of Calcutta upon all his drafts 
on the Treaſury from the day of their dates, until they 
ſhould be completely liquidated : The legal intereſt os 
money in Bengal being twelve per cent. per annum, 
and the current intereſt from 8 to 10 per cent. 


No. VIII. 


Money corruptly and illegally taken. 


I. 


HAT), before the appointment of the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William by act of 
Parliament, the allowances made by the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany to the Preſidents of that Government were abun- 
dantly ſufficient; and that the ſaid Preſidents in ge- 
neral, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings particularly was 
reſtrained by a ſpecific covenant and indenture, which 
he entered into with the Company, from accepting any 
gifts, rewards, or gratuities whatſoever, on any account 
or pretence Whatſcever :—That,. in the regulating act 
paſſed in the year 17753, Which appointed the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General of Fort 
2 = FE William 
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William in Bengal, a ſalary of 25,000). a year was 
eſtabliſhed for him; to which the Court of Directors 
added, © that he ſhould enjoy their pringipal houſes, 
« with the plate and furniture, both in tewn and coun- 
* try, rent-free.” And the ſame law which created the 
office, and provided the ſalary of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did exprefflv, and in the cleareſt and moſt 
comprehenſive terms that could be deviſed, prohibit him 
from receiving any preſent, gift, or donation, in any 
| manner, or on any account whatſoever; and the ſaid 
0 Warren Haſtings perfectly underſtood the meaning, and 
0 acknowledged the binding force of this prohibition, be- 
fore he accepted of the office to which it was annexed, 
For he knew, and had declared, that the prohibition was 
poſitive and deciſive; that it admitted neither of refinement 
or miſconſtruction; and that, in his opinion, an oppoſition 
would be to incur the penalty. | | 


II, 


THAT, notwithſtanding the covenants and engage- 
ments above mentioned, it appears in the recorded pro- 
ceedings of the Governor General and Council of Fort 
William, that ſundry charges have been brought againſt 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings tor gifts or preſents corruptly 
taken by him before the promulgation of the a& of 
| 1773 in India, and that theſe charges were produced at 
. the Council Board, in the preſence of the laid Warren 
Haſtings : That, in March 1775, the late Rajah Nun- 
| comar, a native Hindoo, of the higheſt caſt in hi; reli- 
gion, and of the higheſt rank in ſociety, by the offices 
which he had held under the country government, did 
lay before the Council an account of various ſums of 
money paid by him to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, | 
amounting to 40,000l. and upwards, for offices and 
employmeats corruprly diſpoſed of by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and did offer and engage to prove and eſta- 
Fiſh the ſame by ſufficient evidence, 


III. 


THAT the account aforeſaid is ſtated with a minute 
particularity and precifion ; the date of each payment, 
gown to that of ſmall ſums, is ſpecified ; the various 
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coins in which ſuch payments were ſeverally made, are 
diſtinguiſhed ; and the different perſons through whoſe 
hands the money paſſed into thoſe of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings are named: Such particularity on the face of 
ſuch a charge, ſuppoſing it OR being fayourable to 
the party wrongfully accuſed, and expoling the accuſer 
to an inſtant and eaſy detection; for though, as the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings himſelf has obſerved on another oc- 
caſion, © papers may be forged, and evidences may ap- 
« pear in numbers, to atteſt them, yet it muſt always 
© be an eaſy matter to detect the falfity of any forged 
* paper produced, by examining the witneſſes ſepa- 
e rately, and ſubjecting them to a ſubſequent croſs 
& examination; in which caſe, if falſe, they will not 
e be able to perſevere in one regular conſiſtent ſtory.” 
Whereas, if no advantage be taken of ſuch particula- 
rity in the charge to detect the falſehood thereof, and if 
no attempt to diſprove it, and no defence whatever be 
made, a preſumption juſtly and reaſonably ariſes in fa- 
vour of the truth of ſuch charge. PS 


* 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of offer- 


ing any thing in his defence, declared, that he would not 
Juffer Nuncomar 10 appear before the Board as bis accuſer : 
— That he attempred to indict his ſaid accuſer for a 
conſpiracy, in which he failed; and the ſaid Rajah 
Nuncomar was ſoon after, and while his charge againſt 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was depending before the 
Council, indicted upon an Engliſh penal ſtatute, which 
does not extend even to Scotland, before the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, for an offence ſaid to have been 
committed ſeveral years before, and not capital by the 
laws of India, and was condemned and executed ;— 
That the evidence of this man, nut having been en- 
countered at the time, when it might and ought co have 
been, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, remains juſtly in 
orce againſt him, and is not abated by the capital 
puniſhment of the ſaid Nuncomar, bur rather confirmed 

y the time and circumſtances in which the accuſer of 


the faid Warren Haſtings ſuffered death. 


v. THAT 
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*. 


THAT one of the offices, for which a part of the 
money above mentioned is ſtated to have been paid to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was given by him to — 
Begum, the widow of the late Myr Jaffier, Nabob of 
Bengal, whoſe ſon, by another woman, holds that title 
at preſent:— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings had been 
inſtructed by the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India 
Company to appoint © Miniſter to tranſact the poli- 
<« tical affairs of the Government, and to ſelect for that 
* purpoſe ſome perſon well qualified for the affairs of 
Government, to be the miniſter and guardian of the 
„ Nabob's minority :”—That for theſe offices, and for 
the execution of the ſeveral duties belonging to them, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſelected and appointed the 
ſaid Munny Begum, a woman evidently unqualified 
for, and incapable of ſuch offices, and reſtrained from 
acting in ſuch capacities, by her neceſſary ſecluſion 
from the world, and retirement in a ſeraglio :—That a 
conſiderable deficiency or embezzlement appearing in 
this woman's account of the young Nabob's ſtipend, 
ſhe voluntarily declared, by a writing under her ſeal, 
that ſhe had given 1 5,000l. to the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
for an entertainment; which declaration correſponds 
with, and confirms that part of the charge produced by 
Raja Nuncomar, to which it relates: That neither this, 
nor any other part of the ſaid charge, has been at any 
time directly denied or diſputed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, though made to his face, and though be was 
repeatedly accuſed by his colleagues, who were ap- 
pointed by Parliament at the ſame time with himſelf, 
of peculation of every ſort; But inſtead of promoting 
a ſtrict inquiry into his conduct for the clearance of 
his innocence and honour, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
repeatedly endeavour to elude and ſtifle all inquiry, by 
attempting to diſſolve the meetings of the Council at 
which ſuch charges were produced, and by other 
means, and has not fince taken any ſteps to diſprove 
or refute the ſame, . | 


YI. That 
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VI. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſo long ago as Sep- 

tember 1773, aſſured the Court of Directors, That 
* it was his fixed determination moſt fully and liberally 
* to explain every circumſtance of his conduct on the 
* points on which he had been injuriouſly arraigned, 
„ and to afford them the cleareſt conviction of his own 
4 integrity, and of the propriety of his motives for de- 
* clining a preſent defence of it;“ and having never 
ſince given to the Court of Directors any explanation 
whatever, much leſs the full and liberal explanation 
he had promiled ſo repeatedly, has thereby abandoned 
even that late and protracted defence, which he him- 
ſelf muſt have thought neceſſary to be made at ſome 
time or other; and waich he would be thought to have 
deferred to a period more ſuitable and convenient than 
that in which the facts were recent; and the impreſ- 
fion of theſe, and other charges of the ſame nature 
againſt him, was freſh and unimpaired in the minds of 


men. 


VII. 


That on the zoth of March 1775, a member of 
the Council produced and laid betore the Boad a pe- 
tition from Myr Zein Abul Dheen, (formerly farmer 
of a diſtrict, and who had been in creditable ſtations) | 
ſetting forth, that Khan Jehan Cawn, then Phouſdar 
of Houghly, had obtained that office from the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, with a ſalary of ſeventy-two thou- 
ſand Sicca rupees a year; and that the ſaid Phouſdar 
had given a receipt of bribe to the patron of the city, mean- 
ing Warren Haſtings, to pay bim annually thirty-ſix 
thouſand rupees a year, and alſo to his banyan, Cantog 
Baboo, four thouſand rupees a year, out of the ſalary 


above mentioned. 


VIII. 

That by the 35th article of the inſtructions given to 
the Governor General and Council, they are directed 
ce immediately to cauſe the ſtricteſt inquiry to be 
* made into all oppreſſions, which might have been 


committed either againſt the natives or Europeans, 
| | þ and 
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te and into all abuſes that might have prevailed in the 
« collection of the revenues, or any part of the civil 
© government of the Preſidency, and to communicate 
« to the Directors all information which they might 
« be able to obtain relative thereto, or to any ditſi- 
« pation or embezzlement of the Company's money.“ 


That the above petition and inſtruction having been 


read in Council, it was moved that the petitioner ſhould 
be ordered to attend the next day to make good his 


charge.—That the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared, 


That it appeared to him to be the purpoſe of the 
& majority to make him the ſole object of their perſon- 
« al attacks: that they had taken their line, and might 
« purſue it: that he ſhould have other remarks to 
e make upon this tranſaction; but as they would be 
« equally applicable to many others, which in the courſe 
« of this buſineſs were likely to be brought before 
the Board, he ſhould ſay no more on the ſubject;— 
and he objected to the motion, 


IX. 


That by the preceding declaration, the ſaid Warren 
Haſlings did admit, that many other charges were 
likely to be brought againſt him, and that ſuch charges 
would be of a fimilar nature to the firſt, viz, a corrupt 
bargaining for the diſpoſal of a great office, ſince he 
declared that his remarks on that tranſaction would be 
equally applicable to the reſt; and that, by objecting 
to the motion for the perſonal attendance of the accu- 
ſer, he reſiſted and diſobeyed the Company's inſtruc- 
tions; and did, as far as depended on his power, en- 
deavour to obſtruct and prevent all inquiry into the 
charge. That in ſo doing, he failed in his duty to the 
Company; he diſobeyed their expreſs orders, and did 
leave the charge againſt himſelf without a reply, and 
even without a denial ; and with that unavoidable pre- 
ſumption againſt his innocence, which lies .againſt 
every perſon accuſed, who not only refuſes to plead, 
but, as far as his vote goes, endeavours to prevent an 
examination of the charge, and to ſtifle all inquiry in- 
to the truth of it. | 

X. That 
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That the motion having been nevertheleſs carried, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the day following, 
declare, * that he could not fit to be confronted with 
« ſuch accuſers, nor fuffer a judicial inquiry into his 
e conduct, at the Board of which he was Prefident, 
« and declared the meeting of the Board diffolved.” — 


That the Board continued to fit and examine witneſles, 


ſervants of the Phouſdar, on.oath and written evidence, 
being letters under the hand and ſeal of the Phouſdar, 
all directly tending to prove the charge ; viz. that out 
of the ſalary of ſeventy-two thouſand rupees a year paid 


by the Company, the ſaid Phouſdar received but 


thirty-two thouſand, and that the remainder was re- 
ceived by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his banyan.— 
That the Phouſdar, though repeatedly ordered to at- 
tend the Board, did, under various pretences, decline 
attending until the 19th of i (ay, when the letters ſtat- 
ed to be his, that is, under his hand and ſea}, being 


Jhewn to him, it was propoſed by a member of the 


Board, that he ſhould be aſked, whether he had any 
objection to ſwear to the truth of ſuch anſwers as he 
might make to the-queſtions propoſad by the Board. —- 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings objected to his _ 
put to his oath,—That the queſtion was, nevertheleſs 


ut to him, in conſequence of a reſolution of the Board. 


— That he firſt declined to ſwear, under pretence that 
it was @ matter of ſerious conſequence to his character to 
take an oath; and, when it was finally left to his option, 
he declared, © Mean people might ſwear, but that his 
« character would not allow him; that he cpuld not 
© ſwear, and had rather ſubje& himſelf to a los.” 
That the evidence in ſupport of the charge being on 
oath, was in this manner left uneontradifted ; that it 
was admitted by the ſaid Watren Haſtings, that neither 
Muſſulmen nor Hindoos are forbidden by the precepts 
of their religion to ſwear, That it is not true, as the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings aſſerted, that it was repugnant to 
the manners either of Hindoos or Muſſulmen ; and that 


if, under ſuch pretences, the natives were to be ex- 


empted from taking an oath, when examined by the 


Governor and Council, all the inquiries pointed out to 
| them 
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them by the Company's inſtructions might ſtop or be 
defeated. —T hat no valid reaſon was, or could be aſ- 
ſigned, why the ſaid Phouſdar ſhould not be examined 
on oath; that the charge was not againſt himſelf; 
and that, if any queſtions had been put to him, tendin 
to make him accuſe himſelf, he might have declined 
to anſwer them. — That, it he could have ſafely ſworn 
to the innocence of the faid Warren Haſtings, trom 
whom he received his employment, he was bound in 
gratitude, as well as juſtice, to the faid Warren Haſ- 
tings, to have conſented to be examined on oath, 
— That not having done fo, and having been ſup- 
ported and abetted in his refuſal by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings himſelf, whoſe character and honour were 
immediately at ſtake, the whole of the evidence for the 
truth of the charge remains unanſwered, and in full 
force againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who on 
this occaſion recurred to the declaration he had betore 
made to the Directors, viz. © That he would molt fully 
« and liberally explain every circumſtance of his 
* conduct,“ but has never ſince that time given the 
Directors any explanation whatſoever of his ſaid con- 
duct, | 
XI. 


That when the Court of Directors, in January 1776, 
referred the queſtion (concerning the legality of the 
power aſſumed, and repeatedly exerciſed by the ſaid 

arren Haſtings, of diſſolving the Council at his plea- 
ſure) to the late Charles Sayer, then Standing Council 
of the Eaſt-India Company, the ſaid Charles Sayer de- 
clared his opinion in favour of the power; but con- 
cerning the uſe and exerciſe of it, in the caſes ſtated, 
did declare his opinion in the following words: * I 
F< believe he, Warren Haſtings, is the firſt Governor 
5c that ever diſſolved a Council inquiring into his beha- 
+ yiour when he was innocent.” Before he could ſum- 
mon three councils, and diffolve them, he had time 
fully to conſider what would be the refult of ſuch con- 
duct, to convince every body beyond a doubt of his conſcious 


guilt, 
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XII. | 

That by a reſolution of a majority of the Conncil, 
conſtituting a lawful act of the Governor General and 
Council, the ſaid Khan Jehan Khan was diſmiſſed 
from the office of Phouſdar of Houghly, for a con- 
tempt of the authority of the Board.—That within a 
few weeks after the death of the late Colonel Monſon, 
the number of the Council being then even, and all 
queſtions being then determined by the Governor Ge- 
neral's caſting voice, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
move, and carry it in Council, that the ſaid Khin Je- 
han Khin ſhould be reſtored to his office ;—and that 
reſtoration not having been preceded, accompanied, or 
followed by any explanation or defence whatſoever, or 
even by a denial of the ſpecific and circumſtantial 
charge of colluſion with the ſaid Khin Jehan Khan, 
has confirmed the truth of the ſaid charge. 


XIII. 
That, beſides the ſums charged to have been paid 


to the ſaid Warren Haſtings by the ſaid Nuncomar, 


and Munny Begum, and Khin Jehan Khan, and be- 
ſides the ſum of one hundred and ten thouſand pounds, 
already mentioned to have been accepted without heſi- 
tation by him as a preſent on the part of the Nabob of 
Oude and that of his miniſters, the circumſtances of 
which have been particularly reported to the Houſe of 
Commons, it appears by the conftſſion of the faid War- 
ren Haſtings, that he has, at different times ſince the 
promulgation of the act of 1773, received various 
other ſums, contrary to the expreſs prohibition of the 
ſaid act, and his own declared ſenſe of the evident 
intent and obligation thereof. 


XIV. 


That in the month of June 1780, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings made to the Council, what he called © a very 
unuſual tender, by offering to exonerate the Com- 
« pany from the expence of a partitular meaſure and 
to take it upon himſelf ; declaring that he had already 
<« depoſited two Jacks of rupees (or twenty-three thou- 
« ſand pounds) in the hands of the Company's Sub- 

Treaſurer 
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« Treaſurer for that ſervice. That in a ſubſequent 
letter, dated the 29th of November 1780, he informed 
the Court of Directors, that © this money, by whatever 
«© means it came into their poſſeſſion, was not his own ;” 
but he did not then, nor has he at any time ſince, made 
known to the Court of Directors, from whom, or on 
what account, he received that money, as it was his 
duty to have done in the firſtinſtance; and, notwith- 
{ſtanding the ſaid Directors fignified to him their expec- 
tation that he ſhould communicate to them © immedi- 
t ate information of the channel by which this money 


came into his poſſeſſion, with a complete illuſtration 


* of the cauſe or cauſes of ſo extraordinary an event:“ 

But, from evidence examined in England, it has 

been diſcoyered that this money was received by the 

ſaid Warren Haſtings from Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of 
Benares, who was ſoon after diſpoſſeſſed of all his 

Property, and driven from his country and government 
y the faid Warren Haſtings, 


XV. 


The notwithſtanding the declaration made by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he had actually depoſited 
the ſum above mentioned in the hands of the Compa- 
ny's Sub-Treaſurer for their ſervice, it does not ap- 
pear, that “ any entry whatſoever of that, or any other 
% payment by the Governor General, was made in the 
* treaſury accounts, at or about the time ;” nor is there 
any trace in the Company's books of its being actually 
paid into their treaſury. It appears, then, by the con- 
feſſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that this money 
was received by him; but it does not appear that he 
has converted it to the property and uſe of the Com- 


Pany. 
XVI. 


That in a letter from the faid Warren Haſtings to 
the ſaid Court of Directors, dated the 2ad of May, 
1782, but not diſpatched, as it might and ought to 
have been at that time, but detained and kept back by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings till the 16th of December 
following, he has confeſſed the receipt of various other 
Cc 2 ſums, 
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ſums, amounting (with that which he accepted from 
the Nabob of Oude) to nearly two hundred thouſand 
pounds, which ſums he affirmed had been converted to 
the Company's property through his means, but with- 
out diſcovering from whom, or on what account he 
received the ſame. But, inſtead of converting this 
money to the Company's property, as he affirmed he 
had done, it appears that he had lent the greater part 
of it to the Company upon bonds bearing intereſt, 
which bonds were demanded and received by him, and, 
for aught thar yet appears, have never been given up 
or cancelled; and that for another conſiderable part of 
the above-mentioned ſum he has taken credit to him- 
ſelf, as for a depoſit of his Qwn property, and there- 
fore demandable by him out of the Company's trea- 
ſury at his diſcretion, TR» 


XVI I. 


That all ſums ſo lent or depoſited are not alienated 
from the perſon who lends or depoſits the ſame, con- 
ſequently, that the declaration made by the ſaid Warren 
_ Haſtings, that he had converted the whole of theſe 
ſums to the Company's property, was nor true; nor 
would ſuch a transter, if it had really been made, have 
juſtified the ſaid Warren Haſtings in originally receiv- 
ing the money ; which being, in the firſt inſtance, con- 
trary to law, could not be rendered legal by any ſub- 
ſequent diſpoſition or application thereof ; much leſs 
would it have juſtified the ſaid Warren Haſtings in de- 
laying to make a diſcovery of theſe tranſactions to the 
Court of Directors, until he had heard of the inquiries 
then begun, and proceeding in Parliament, in finally 
making a diſcovery, ſuch as it is, in terms the moſt in- 
tricate, obſcure, and contradictory, 


XVIII. 


That, inſtead of that full and clear explanation of 
his conduct, which the Court of Directors demanded, 
and which the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound to give 
them, he has contented himſelf with telling the ſaid 
Directors, that * if this matter was to be expoſed to 
the view of the public, his reaſons for {afting as he 


« had 
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- 


ARTICLE VII. 197 


ec had done might furniſh a variety of conjectures, to 
« which it would be of little uſe to reply. That he 
« either choſe to conceal the firſt receipts from public 
te curioſity, by receiving bonds for the amount, or poſſi- 
te bly acted without any ſtudied deſign which his me- 
* mory could at that diſtance of time verity ; and that 
te he could have concealed them from their eye, and 


ee that of the public, for ever.” That the diſcovery, 


as far as it goes, eſtabliſhes the guilt of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, in taking money againſt law, but does 
not warrant a concluſion, that he has diſcovered all 
that he may have taken, That, on the contrary, 
ſuch diſcovery not being made in proper time, and 
when made, being imperfect, perplexed, and wholly 
unſatisfactory, leads to a juſt and reaſonable preſump- 


tion, that other facts of the ſame nature have been con- 


cealed, fince thoſe which he has confeſſed might have 
been for ever; and that this partial confeſſion was 
either extorted from the ſaid Warren Haſtings by the 
dread of detection, or made with a view of removing 
ſuſpicion, and preventing any farther inquiry into his 
conduct. | 

OY XIX. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in a letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated the 21ſt of February 1784, 
has confeſſed his having privately received another ſum 
of money, the amount of which he has not declared, 
but which, from the application he ſays he has made of 
it, could not be leſs than thirty-four thouſand pounds 
ſterling.— That he has not informed the Directors from 
whom he received this money, at what time, nor on 
what account; but, on the contrary, has attempted to 
juſtify the receipt of it, which was illegal, by the ap- 
plication of it, which was unauthoriſed and unwar- 
rantable, and which, if admitted as a reaſon for re- 
ceiving money privarely, would conſtitute a precedent 
of the moſt dangerous nature to the Company's ſervice. 


| XX. | | 
THAT in attempting to juſtify the receipt and ap- 
plication of the ſaid money, he has endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh principles of conduct in a governor, —_ 
: ” "a 
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tend to ſubvert all order and regularity in the conduct 
of public buſineſs, to encourage and facilitate fraud 
and corruption in all offices of pecuniary truſt, and to 
defeat all inquiry into the miſconduct of any perſon 
in whom pecuniary truſt is repoſed : the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in his letter above mentioned, having made 
a declaration to the Court of Directors in the following 
terms: © Having had occafion to diſburſe from my 
. & own caſh many ſums, which, though required to 
1 & enable me to exccute the duties of my ſtation, I have 
* hitherto omitted to enter in my public accounts, 
( ce and my own fortune being unequal to ſo heavy a 
& charge, I have refolved to reimburte myſelf in a 4 
*© mode the moſt ſuitable to the ſituation of your af- ' 
& faifs, by charging the fame in my Durbar accounts 
ce of the preſent year, and crediting them in a ſum 
« privately received, and appropriated to your ſervice 
cc in the ſame manner with other ſums received on ac- | 
4 count of the honourable Company, and already cat - [1 
« ried to their account,” | OS | 


XXI. : 

THAT, at the time of writing this letter, the ſaid } 

Warren Haſtings had been in poſſeſſion of the gavern- b 

ment of Fort William about twelve years, with a clear N 

| ſalary, or avowed emoluments, at no time leſs than g 


_ twenty-five thouſand pounds ſterling a year, excluſive 
of which, all the principal expences of his reſidence 
were paid for by the Company.—That if the ſervices 
mentioned by him were required to enable him to exe- 
cute the duties of his ſtation, he ought not to have 
omitted to enter them in his public accounts, at the 

| times when the expences were incurred. That if it 
was true, as he affirms, that when he firſt engaged in 
theſe expences he had no intention to carry them ta 
the account of the Company, there was no ſubſequent 
change in his fituation which could juſtify his depart- 
ing from that intention.—That if his own fortune, in 
the year 1784, was unequal to fo heavy a charge, the 
ſtate of his fortune, at any earlier period, muſt have 
been ſtill more unequal to ſo heavy a charge. That the 
fact ſo aſſerted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings leads di- 
T7 rectly 
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rectly to an inference palpably falſe and abſurd, viz. 
That the longer a Governor General holds that lucra- 
tive office, the poorer he muſt become.—That neither 
would the aſſertion, it it were true, nor the inference, 
if it were admitted, juſtify the conduct avowed by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in reſolving to reimburſe him- 
ſelf out of the Company's property without their con- 
ſent or knowledge. | 


XXII. 


THAT the account tranſmitted in this letter is ſtiled 
by him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, an aggregate of a 
contingent account of twelve years. — That all contingent 
accounts ſhould be ſubmitted to thoſe who ought to 
have an official control over them, at annual or other 
ſhorter periods, in order that the expence already in- 
curred may be checked and examined, and fimilar ex- 
pences, if diſapproved of, may be prohibited in time z 
that after a very long period 1s elapſed, all check and 
control over ſuch expences is unpracticable ; and, if it 
were praCticable in the preſent inſtance, would be com- 
pletely uſeleſs, ſince the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without 
waiting for the conſent of the Directors, did re/olve 10 


reimburſe himſelf. 


XXIII. 
THAT the conduct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


in withholding theſe accounts for twelve years toge- 
ther, and then reſolving to reimburſe himſelf without 
the conſent of his employers, has been fraudulent in 
the firſt inſtance, and, in the ſecond, amounts to a de- 
nial and mockery of the authority placed over him by 
law; and that he has thereby ſet a dangerous example 
to his ſucceſſors, and to every man in truſt or ofice 
under him. 
XXIV. 

THAT the mode in which he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
has reimburſed himſelf, is a crime of a much higher 
order, and greatly aggravates whatever was already 
criminal in the other parts of this tranſaction.— That 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in declaring that he ſhould 
reimburſe himſelf, by crediting the Company by @ ſum 

privately 
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privately received, has acknowledged himſelf guilty of 
an illegal act, in receiving money privately.—'That he 
has ſuppreſſed or withheld every particular which could 
throw any light on a conduct fo ſuſpicious in a gover- 
nor, as the private receipt of money.— That the gene- 
ral confeſſion of the private receipt of a large ſum in 
groſs, in which no circumſtance of time, place, occa- 
ion, or perſon, nor even the amount is ſpecified, tends 
to cover or protect any act of the ſame nature (as far 
as a general confeſſion can protect ſuch acts) which 
may be detected hereafter, and which, in fact, may 
not make part of the groſs ſum ſo confeſſed, and that 
it tends to perplex and defeat all inquiry into ſuck 


practices. 
XXV. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in ſtating to the 
Directors, that he has reſolved to reimburſe himſelf in 
a mode the moſt ſuitable to the ſituation of their affairs, 
viz. by receiving money privately againſt law, has 
ſtated a preſumption highly injurious to the integrity 
of the ſaid Directors; viz. that they will not object to; 
or even inquire into any extraordinary expences incur- 
red and charged by their Governors in India, provided 
ſuch expences are reimburſed by money privately and 
illegally received. —That he has not explained what 
that ſituation of their affairs was or could be, to which 
{o dangerous and corrupt a principle was or might be 
applied. That no evidence has been produced to prove 
that it was true, nor any ground of argument ſtated to 
ſhew that it might be credible, that any native of India 
had voluntarily and gratuitouſly given money private- 
ly to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that is, without ſome 
proſpect of a benefit in return, or ſome dread of his re- 
ſentment, if he refuſed.— That it is not a thing to be 
believed, that any native would give large ſums pri- 
vately to a governor, which he refuſed to give or lend 
publicly to Government, unleſs it were to derive ſome 
adequate ſecret advantage from the favour, or to avoid 
ſome miſchief from the enmity of ſuch governor. 


XXVI. THAT 
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XXVI. 

THAT the late confeffiens made by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, of money received againſt law, are no 
proof that be did not originally intend to appropriate 
the ſame to his own uſe, ſuch confeſſions having been 
made at a ſuſpiczous moment, when, and not Before, 
he was apprized of the inquiries commenced in the 
Houſe of Commons, and when a dread of the conſe- 
quence of thoſe inquiries might act upon his mind; 
that ſuch confeſhons, from the obſcure, intricate, and 
contradictory manner in which they are made, imply 
guilt in the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as far as they go; 
that they do not furniſh any colour of reaſon to con- 
clude, that he has confeſſed all the money which he 
may have corruptly received; but that, on the con- 
trary, they warrant a juſt and reaſonable preſumption, 
that in diſcovering ſome part of the bribes he has re- 
ceived, he hoped to lull ſuſpicion, and thereby con- 
ceal and ſecure the reſt, a 


XXVII. 


THAT the Court of Directors, when the former 
accounts of theſe tranſactions came before them, did 
ſhew an evident diſpoſition not to cenſure the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, but to give the moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction to his conduct; that nevertheleſs they found 
themſelves obliged “ to confeſs, that the ſtatement of 
«© thoſe traſactions appeared to them in many parts ſo 
* unintelligible, that they felt themſelves under the ne- 
ceſſity of calling on the Governor General for an 
explanation, agreeably to his promiſe voluntarily 
made to them.“ 


XXVIII. 


THAT the letter, containing the requiſition afore- 
ſaid, was received in Bengal in the month of Auguſt 
1784, and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not em- 
bark for England until the 2d of February 1785, but 
made no reply to that letter before his departure, ow- 
ing, as he has ſince ſaid, to à variety of ather more im- 
portant occupations :— That, under pretence of ſuch oc- 
cupations, he neglected to tranſmit to the Court of Di- 

D d rectors 
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retors a copy of a paper, which, he ſays, contained 
the only account he ever kept of the tranſaction. That 
ſuch a paper, or a copy of it, might have been tranſ- 
mitted, without interrupting other important occupa- 
tions, if any could be mgre important than that of 
giving a clear and ſatisfactory anſwer to the requiſi- 
tion of the Directors. That, ſince his arrival in Eng- 
land, he has written a letter to the Chairman of that 
Court, profeſſedly in anſwer to their letter above men- 
tioned, but, in fact, giving no explanation or ſatisfac- 
tion whatſoever on the points which they had declared 
to be unintelligible. That the terms of his letter are 
ambiguous and obſcure, ſuch as a guilty man might 
have recourſe to, in order to cover bis guilt, but ſuch 
as no innocent man, from whom nothing was required 
but to clear his innocence, by giving plain anſwers to 

lain queſtions, could poſſibly have made uſe of, That 
in his letter of the 11th of July i785, he ſays, © That 
© he has been kindly apprized that the information re; 
'« quired as above was yet expected from him : that the 
% ſubmiſſion which his reſpect would have enjoined 
cc him to pay to the command impoſed on him, was 
« loſt to his recollection; perhaps from the ſtronger im- 
« preſſion which the firſt and diſtant peruſal of it had 
tc left on his mind; that it was rather intended' as a re- 
« prehenfion for ſomething which had given offence in 
cc his report of the original tranſaction, than as expreſ- 
« five of any want of a farther elucidation of it.” 


| XXIX. 

THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in affecting to 
doubt whether the information expreſſly required o 
him by his employers was expected or not, has endea- 
voured to juſtify a criminal delay and evaſion in giving 
it. That, conſidering the importance of the ſubject, 
and the recent date of the command, it 1s not poſhble 
that it could be loft to bis recolleftion ; much leſs is it poſ- 
fible that he could have underſtood the ſpecific demand 
of an anſwer to ſpecific queſtions to be intended only as 
a reprehenſion for a former offence, viz. the offence of 
withholding from the Directors that very explanation 
which he ought to have given in the firſt Ta 

„ — 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his anſwer to the 
ſaid queſtions, cautiouſly avoids affirming or denying 
any thing in clear poſitive terms, and profeſſes to re- 
collect nothing with abſolute certainty. That he has 
not, even now, informed the Directors of the name of 
any one perſon from whom any part of the money in 
queſtion was received, nor what was the motive of an 
one perſon for giving the ſame. That he has, indeed, 
declared, that his motive for lending to the Company, 
or depoſiting in their treaſury, in his own name, mo- 
ney which he has, in other places, declared to be their 
property, was to avoid oſtentation, and that lending the 
money was the leaſt liable to reflection; yet, when he has 
ſtated theſe and other conjectural motives for his own 
conduct, he declares he will not affirm, though be is firmly 
perſuaded, that thoſe were his ſentiments on the occaſion. 
That of one thing only the ſaid Warren Haſtings de- 
clares he is certain, via.“ That it was his defign ori- 
e ginally to have concealed the receipt of all the ſums, 
except the ſecond, even from the knowledge of the 
« Court of Directors ; but that when fortune threw a 
& ſum in his way of a magnitude which could not be 
* concealed, and the peculiar delicacy of his fituation, 
at the time in which he received it, made him more 
& circumſpe&t of appearances, he choſe to apprize his 
© employers of it.” That the ſaid Warren Haltings 
informs the Directors, that he had indorſed the bonds 
taken by him for money belonging to the Company, 
and lent by him to the Company, in order to guard 
againſt their becoming a claim on the Company, as part of 
his eſtate in the event of his death; but he has not at- 
firmed, nor does it any where appear, that he has ſur? 
rendered the ſaid bonds, as he ought to haye done. 


XXX. 


THAT the faid Warren Haſtings, in affirming that 
he had not time to anſwer the queſtions put to him by 
the Directors while he was in Bengai—1n not bringing 
with him to England the documents neceflary to enable 
him to anſwer thoſe queſtions, or in pretending that he 
has not brought them—in referring the Directors back 
again to Bengal for thoſe OY and for any _ 

| 2 ther 


ther information on a ſubject on which he has given 
them no information, and particularly in referring 
them back to a perſon in Bengal for a paper, which he 
ſays contained the only account he ever kept of the 
tranſaction, while he himſelf profeſſes to doubt whe- 
ther that paper be till in being, whether it be in the hands 
of that perſon, or whether that perſon can recollect any 
thing diſtinly concerning it—has been guilty of groſs 
evaſions, and of palpable prevarication and deceit, as 
well as of contumacy and diſobedience to the lawful 
orders of the Court of Directors; and thereby con- 
firmed all the former cvidence of his having conſtantly 
uſed the influence of his ſtation for the moſt ſcanda- 


lous, illegal, and corrupt purpoles. 
———— _— ——_—_— — 


No. IX. 


Refignation, and unjuſtifiable Retention of 
the Government. 


L. 
| | * AT Warren Haſtings having, by his agent, 
| Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq. on the 1oth day of 
ber, in the year 1776, ** fignified to the Court of 
Directors, his defire to reſignhis.office of Governor 
« General of Bengal, and requeſted their nomination 
© of a ſucceſſor to the vacancy which would be there- 
by occaſioned in the Supreme Council :” the Court 
of Directors did thereupon defire the faid Lauchlin 
Macleane “ to inform them of the authority under 
* which he acted in a point of ſuch very great impor- 
„ tance;” and the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane “ ſignify- 
ing thereupon his readineſs to give the Court every 
«« poflible ſatis faction on that ſubject, but the powers 
„with which he was intruſted by the papers in his 
« cuſtody, being mixed with other matters of a na- 
sture extremely confidential, he would ſubmit the 
** ſame to the inſpection of any three of the 
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ec of the Court :” the ſaid Court of Directors empow- 
ered the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Richard 
Beecher, Eſq. to inſpect the authorities, powers, and 
directions, with which Mr. Macleane was furniſhed by 
Mr. Haſtings, to make the propoſitions contained in 
his letter of the Toth of October 1776, and to report 
their opinion thereon. And the ſaid Committee did 
accordingly, on the 23d of the ſaid month, report, 
% That, having conferred with Mr. Macleane on the 
c ſubject of his letter preſented to the Court the 11th 
« inſtant, they found, that, from the purport of Mr. 
« Haſtings's inſtructions, contained in a paper in his 
% own hand writing, given to Mr. Macleane, and pro- 
& duced by him to them, Mr. Haſtings declared, he 
ce would not continue in the government of Bengal, 
& unleſs certain conditions, therein ſpecified, could be 
© obtained, of which they ſaw no probability; and 
« Mr. George Vanſittart had declared to them, that he 
« was preſent when theſe inſtructions were given to 
« Mr. — and when Mr. Haſtings empowered 
« Mr. Macleane to declare his reſignation to the ſaid 
4 Court; that Mr. Stewart had likewiſe confirmed to 
« them, that Mr. Haſtings declared to him, that he 
« had given directions to the above purpoſe by Mr. 
« Macleane.” 


II. 


AND the Court of Directors having received from 
the ſaid report, due ſatisfaction reſpecting the autho- 
rity veſted in the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, to propoſe 
the ſaid refignation of the office of Governor General 
of Bengal, did unanimouſly reſolve to accept the ſame ; 
and did alſo, under powers veſted in the ſaid Court by 
the act of the 13th year of His preſent Majeſty, “ no- 
© minate and appoint Edward Wheler, Eſq. to ſuc- 
5 ceed to the office in the Council of Fort William, 
« in Bengal, which will become vacant by the. ſaid 
« refignation, if ſuch nomination ſhall be approved by 
“ His Majeſty :” which nomination and appointment 
was afterwards in due form approved and confirmed by 
His Majeſty. 

III. THAT 
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r III. 

THAT the Court of Directors did, by a poſtſcript 
to their general letter, dated 25th October 1776, ac- 
quaint the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, 
of their acceptance of the ſaid reſignation ; of their 
appointment of Edwatd Wheler, Eſq. to fill the ſaid 
vacancy, and of His Majeſty's approbation of the ſaid 
appointment, together with the grounds of their ſaid 
proceedings; and did tranſmit to the ſaid Governor 
General and Council, copies of the faid inſtruments 
of appointment and confirmation; 

IV. 

THAT the ſaid diſpatches from the Court of Di- 
rectors were received at Calcutta, and were read iri 
Council on the 19th day of June, in the year 1777 ; 
— that Warren Haſtings, Eſq. having taken no ſteps 
to yield the government to his ſucceſſor, General Cla- 
vering, and having obſerved a profound filence on the 
ſubject of the ſaid diſpatches, he, the ſaid General 
Clavering, did, on. the next day, being the 2oth of 
June, by a letter addreſſed to the ſaid Warren Haſ— 
rings, require him to ſurrender the keys of Fort Wil- 
liam, and of the Company's treaſuries; but the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did poſitively refuſe to comply with 
the ſaid requiſition, “ denying that his office was va- 
« cated, and declaring his reſolution to aſſert and 
% maintain his authority by every legal means.“ 


V. 


THAT the faid General Clavering, conceiving that 
the office of Governor General was vacated, by the ar- 
rival of the ſaid diſpatches, which acquainted the 
Council General of the reſignation of the faid Warren 
Haſtings, and the appointment of the ſaid Edward 
Wheler, Eſq., and that he, the faid General Clavering, 
had, in contequence thereof, legally ſuecceded, under 
the proviſions of the act of the 13th year of His pre- 
ſent Majeſty's reign to the ſaid office of Governor Ge- 
neral, become vacant in the manner aſoreſaid; did, 
in virtue thereof, iſſue, in his own name, ſummonſes 
to Richard Barwell, Eſq. and Philip Francis, Liq. 
5 | members 
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members of the Council, to attend the ſame; and in 
the preſence of the ſaid Philip Francis, Eſq. who 
obeyed the ſaid ſummons, did take the oaths as Go- 
vernor General, and did fit and prefide in Council as 
Governor General, and prepared ſeveral acts and re- 
ſolutions in the ſaid capacity of Governor General ; and 
did, amongſt other things, prepare a proclamation to 
be made of his ſaid ſucceſſion to the government, and 
of its commencing from the date of the ſaid procla- 
mation; but did not carry any of the acts or reſolu- 
tions ſo prepared into execution. 


VI. 


THAT the ſaſd Warren Haſtings did, notwithſtand- 
ing thereot, and in purſuance of his reſolution, to aſſert 
and maintain his authority, illegally and unjuſtifiably 
ſummon the Council to meet in another department, 
and did fit and preſide therein, apart from the ſaid 
General Clavering and his Council; and in conjunction 
with Richard Barwell, Eſq. who concurred therein; 
iſſued ſundry orders, and did ſundry acts of govern- 
ment belonging to the office of Governor General; 
and, amongſt others, did order ſeveral letters ro be 
written in the name of the Governor General and 
Council, and did ſubſcribe the ſame, to the Com- 
mandant of the garriſon of Fort William; and to the 
commanding, Officer at Barrackpore ; and the com- 
manding Officers at the other ſtations; and alſo to the 
Provincial Councils, and Collectors in the provinces ; 
enjoining them ſeverally © to obey no order, except- 
„ing ſuch as ſhould be ſigned by the faid Warren 
* Haſtings, or a majority of his Council.“ 


VII. 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſaid 


proceedings, which were contrary both to law and to 
good faith, conſtitute a double government, thereby 
deſtroying and annihilating all government whatever 
and, by his orders to the military officers, did prepare 
for open reſiſtance by arms, expoſing thereby the ſet- 
tlement and all the inhabitants, ſubjects of, or depen- 
dent on, the Britiſh Government, whether native or 
F $28 Euro- 


=.” 


208 ARTICLE IX 


European, not only to political diſtractions, but to the 


horrors of civil war; and did, by expoſing the divi- 
fions and weakneſs of the Supreme Government, and 
thereby looſening the obedience of the provinces, 
ſhake the whole toundation of Britiſh authority, and 
imminently endanger the exiſtence of the Britiſh nation 
an India. 


THAT the ſaid evils were averted only by the mo- 
deration of the ſaid General Clavering, and Philip Fran 
cis, Eſq. in conſenting to a reference, and ſubmitting 
to the deciſion of the La of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, although they entertained no doubts them- 
ſelves on the legality of their proceedings, and the va- 
lidity of General Clavering's inſtant right to the chair; 
and although they were not in any way bound by law 
to conſult the ſaid Judges, who had no legal or judi- 
cial authority therein, in virtue of their offices, or as 
a Court of Juſtice ; but were conſulted, and interpoſed 
their advice only as individuals, by the voluntary re- 
ference of the parties in the ſaid diſpute. .And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, by his declaration, entered in 
minutes of Council, “ that it was his determination to 
* abide by the opinion of the Judges,” and by the 
meaſures he had previoufly taken as aforeſaid, to en- 
force the ſame by arms, did riſque all the dangerous 
conſequences above mentioned ; which muſt have taken 
place, if the ſaid General Clavering, and Philip Fran- 
cis, Eſq. had not been more tender of the public in-- 
tereſts, and leſs tenacious of their o] rights, and had 
perfiſted in their claim, as they were by law intitled 
to do, the extra- judicial interpoſition of the Judges 
notwithſtanding ; 'and from which claim they receded 
only from their defire to preſerve the peace of the ſet- 
tlement, and to prevent the miſchiefs which the ille- 
gal refiſtance of the ſaid Warren Haſtings would other- 
wile infallibly have occaſioned. 


IX. 


THAT after the ſaid Judges had delivered their 
opinion, That the place and office of Governor Ge- 
bf 5 neral 


ARTICLE IX. 209 


4 neral of this Prefidency, had not yet been vacated 
« by Warren Haſtings, and that the actual aſſump- 
« tion of the government, by the Member of the 
“0 Council next in ſucceſſion to Mr. Haſtings, in con- 
* ſequence of any deduction which could be made 
« from the papers communicated to them, would be 
« abſolutely illegal.” And after the ſaid General Cla- 
vering, and Philip Francis, Eſq. had fignified to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, by a letter dated the 21ſt of 
June, © their intention to acquieſce in the ſaid opi- 
© nion of the Judges;” and when the differences in 
the Supreme Council were by theſe means compoſed, 
and the calamities conſequent thereon were avoided, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and Richard Barwell, Eſq. 
did once more endanger the public peace and fecurity, 
by other illegal, unwarrantable, and unprovoked acts 
of violence; having omitted to ſummon either the ſaid 
General Clavering, or the ſaid Philip Francis, Eſq. 
to Council ; and having, in a Council held thus pri- 
vately and clandeſtinely, and contrary to law, on 
the 22d day of June, come to the following reſolu- 
tion, viz. 


X. 


© Reſolyed, — That by the ſaid acts, orders, and 
« declarations of Lieutenant-general John Clavering, 
« recited in the foregoing papers | meaning the pro- 
* ceedings of General Clavering, in his ſeparate 
« Council on the 2oth of June] he has actually 
© uſurped and aſſumed, and taken poſſeſſion of the 
place and office of Governor General of the Preſi- 
« dency of Fort William in Bengal, granted by the 
act of the 13th of His preſent Matefly to Warren 
« Haſtings, Eſq. 


© Reſolved, — That Lieutenant-General John Cla- 
5 yering has thereby relinquiſhed, reſigned, ſurren- 
« dered, and vacated, the office of Senior Counſellor 
* of Fort William in Bengal, | 


« Reſolved, — That Lieutenant-general John Cla- 
« yering has thereby relinquiſhed, reſigned, ſurren. 
Ee 6 dered, 
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“ dered, and vacated his place of Commander in 
** Chief of the Company's forces in India. 


© Reſolved, — That Richard Barwell, Eſq. by vir- 
e tue of the ſaid act of Parliament, and by the death 
* of the Honourable George Monſon, Eſq. is pro- 
* moted to the office.of Senior Counſellor of the Pre. 
c fidency of Fort William in Bengal, in conſequence 
* of the ſaid relinquiſhment, reſignation, ſurrender, 
* and vacation of General Clavering. | | 


“ Reſoived, — That the office of Commander in 
6 Chief of the Company's forces in India, by the re- 
6 linquiſhment, reſignation, ſurrender, and vacation, 
* of General Clavering, and by the death of the 
« Honourable George Monſon, Eſq. does no longer 
«© exiſt. ; 5 | | 


te Reſolved, — That, for the preſervation of the 
« legality of our proceedings, Lieutenant-general 
« John Clavering be not in future ſummoned or ad- 
te mitted as a member of the Governor General and 
„Council.“ 


And the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, 
Eſq. did again fit in Council on the next day, bein 
the 23d of June, without ſummoning either — 
Clavering, or Philip Francis, Eſq.; and did come to 
ſeveral other reſolutions, and make ſeveral orders, 
contrary to law or juſtice, and inconſiſtent with the 
tranquillity and the ſecurity of the ſettlement ; that is 
to ſay, they ordered their ſecretary * to notify to Ge- 
* neral Clayering, that the Board had declared his 
te offices of Senior Caunſellor and Commander in Chief 
te to be vacant; and to furniſh him with a copy of 
& theſe proceedings, containing the grounds of the 
“ Board for the aforeſaid declaration,” | 2 


And they ordered extracts of the ſaid proceedings 
*© to be iſſued in general orders, with letters to all 
the provincial councils and military ſtations, direc- 
£* ting them to publiſh the ſame in general orders :” 


and 
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and they reſolved, © That all military returns be made 
« to the Governor General and Council, in their mi- 
« litary department, until a Commander in Chief ſhall 
« be appointed by the Company.” 


XI. : 


THAT on the day following; that is to ſay, on the 
24th of June, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did again 
omit to ſummon General Clavering to Council, and 
did again, together with Richard Bar well, Eſq. who 
concurred therein, adhere to and confirm the ſaid ille- 
gal reſolutions come to on the two former days, de- 
claring, “ that they could not be retracted but by 
<« the preſent authority of the law, or by future or- 
« ders from home ;” and aggravating the guilt of the 
ſaid unjuſtifiable acts, by declaring, as the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did, “that they were not the 8 
« effects of an inſtant and paſſionate impulſe; but the 
ce fruits of long and moſt temperate deliberations, of 
inevitable neceſſity, of the ſtricteſt ſenſe of public 
« duty, and of a conviction equal in its impreſſion on 
© his mind to abſolute certainty.” 


XII. 2 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings was the leſs excu- 


ſable in this obſtinate adherence to his former unjuſt 
proceedings, as the ſaid declarations were made in an- 
{wer to a motion made by Philip Francis, Eſq. for the 
reverſal of the ſaid proceedings, and to a minute intro- 
ducing the ſaid motion; in which Mr. Francis ſet 
forth, in a clear and forcible manner, and in terms 
with which the Court of Directors have fince declared 
their entire concurrence, both the extreme danger and 
the illegality and invalidity of the ſaid proceedings of 
Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, Eſq. conclud- 
ing the ſaid minute by the following conciliatory de- 
claration: “ And, that this ſalutary motion may not 
be impeded by any idea or ſuſpicion that General 
% Clavering may do any act inconfiflent with the ac- 
% quieſcence which both he and I have avowed in 
* the deciſion of the judges, I will undertake to an- 
© {wer for him in this reſpect; or that, if he ſhould 

E e 2 depart 
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« depart from the true ſpirit and meaning of that acs 
% quieſcence, I will not be a party with him in ſuch 


« proceedings.” 


| XIII. 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings could not plead 


ignorance of the law in excuſe for the ſaid illegal acts, 
as it appears, from the proceedings of the four pre- 
ceding days, that he was. well acquainted with the 


tenure by which the members of the Council held their 


offices under the act of the 13th of His preſent Ma- 
jeſty, and had ſtated the ſame as a ground for retaining, 
his own office, contrary to an expreſs declaration of 
the Court of Directors, and an inſtrument under the 


ſign manual of His Majefty : and the Judges of the 


Supreme Court, in their reaſons for their deciſion in 
his favour, had ſtated the provifions in the ſaid act, 
ſo far as they related to the matter in diſpute ; from 
which it appeared, that there were but four grounds 
on which the office of any member of the Conncil 
could be vacated ; namely, death, removal, refignation, 
or promotion. And as the act confined the power of 


removal to“ His Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 


“ upon repreſentation made by the Court of Direc- 
ce tors of the ſaid United Company for the time be- 
« ing;” and conferred no ſuch power on the Governor 
General, or a majority of the Council, to remove, on 
any ground, or for any cauſe whatever, one of their col- 
leagues ; ſo, gran.ing the claim of General Clavering 
to the chair, and his acts done in furtherance thereof, to 
have been illegal and criminal in whatever degree, yet 
it did not furniſh to the reſt of the Council any ground 
to remove him from his office of counſeltor, under the 
proviſions of the ſaid act; and there could therefore 
remain only his r:/gnation or promotion, as a poſſible 
means of vacating his ſaid office. But with regard to- 
the promotion of General Clavering to the office of 
Governor General, although he claimed it himſelf, yet 
as Mr. Haſtings did not admit it, and as, in fact, it was 
even receded trom by General Clavering, it could not 
be conſidered, at leaſt by Mr. Haſtings, as a valid 
ground for vacating his office of ſenior counſellor, fince 
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the act requires for that purpoſe, not a rejected claim, 
but an actual and effectual promotion; and General 
Clavering's office of counſellor could no more be va- 
cated by ſuch a naked claim, unſupported and diſal- 
lowed, than the ſeat of a member of the Houſe of 
Commons could be vacated, and a new writ iflued to 
ſupply the vacancy, by his claim to the office of ſtew- 
ard of the Chiltern Hundreds, when His Majeſty has 
refuſed to appoint him to the faid office. And with 
regard to reſignation, although the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, as a colour to his illegal reſolutions, had affectedly 
introduced the word “ refigned,” amongſt thoſe of 
« relinquiſhed, ſurrendered, and vacated,” yet he well 
knew that General Clavering had made no offer or de- 
claration of his reſignation of his offices of Senior 
Counſellor and Commander in Chief; and that he did 
not claim the office of Governor General on the ground 
of any ſuch reſignation made by himſelf, but on the 
ground of a reſignation made by the ſaid Warren Haft- 
ings; which reſignation the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 

bar oc- 
caſion, was therefore a manifeſt and a wilful miſcon- 
ſtruction and miſapplication of the words of the act of 


His preſent Majeſty. And ſuch miſinterpretation and 


falſe extenſion of the term of reſignation was the more 
indecent in the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as he was at the 
ſame moment diſavowing and — to give effect to 
his own clear and expreſs reſignation, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the word, as uſed in the ſaid 
act, made by his agent, duly authorized and inſtructed 
by himſelf ſo to do, to an authority competent to receive 
and accept the ſame. 


XIV. 


THAT although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did af- 
terwards recede from the ſaid illegal meaſures, in com- 
pliance with the opinion and advice of the Judges 
again interpoſed, and did thereby avoid the guilt of 
fuch farther acts, and the blame of ſuch farther evils, 
as muſt have been conſequent on a perſiſtance therein; 
yet he was, nevertheleſs, ſtill guilty of the illegal _ 

above 
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above deſcribed; and the ſame are great crimes and 
miſdemeanors. 


XV. 


THAT, although the Judges did decide that the 
office of Governor General, held by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, was not ip/o fatto, and inflenter, vacated by 
the arrival of the ſaid diſpatches and documents, tranſ- 
mitted by the Court of Directors; and did conſider 
the ſaid conſequences of the reſignation as awaiting 
ſome future act or event for its complete and effectual 
operation ; yet the ſaid Judges did not declare any 
opinion on the ultimate invalidity of the ſaid acts of 
Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq., as not being binding on his 
principal, Warren Haſtings, Eſq., nor did they declare 
any opinion, that the obligation of the ſaid reſignation 
was not from the beginning conclufive and effeCtual, al- 
though its operation was, from the neceſſity of the caſe, 
on account of the diſtance between England and India, 
to take place only in future; or that the ſaid reſigna- 
tion made by Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq., was only an 
offer or propoſal of a reſignation to be made at ſome 
future and indefinite period, or a mere intimation of the 
defire of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. to reſign at ſome fu- 
ture and indefinite period, and that the ſaid — 
notwithſtanding the acceptance thereof by the Court of 
Directors, and the regular appointment and confirma- 
tion of a ſucceſſor, was ſtill to remain optional in the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, to be ratified or departed from 
at his future choice or pleaſure : nor did the ſaid Judges 
pronounce, nor do any of their reaſonings which ac- 
companied their deciſion tend to eſtablith it as their 
opinion, that even the time for ratifying and completing 
the ſaid tranſaction was to be at the ſole diſcretion of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; but they only delivered 
their opinion, as aforeſaid, that his ſaid office © has not 
« yet been vacated, and (therefore) that the actual aſ- 
* ſumption of the Government by the member of the 
Council next in ſucceſſion was (in the actual circum- 
e ſtances, and rebus fic ftantibus) illegal.“ 


XVI. THAT 


. - 
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XVI. 

THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings does no where 
himſelf contend, that the ſaid reſignation was not abſo- 
lute, but optional, according to the true meaning and 
underſtanding of the parties in England, and ſo far as 
the acts of Lauchlin Macleane, Eiq., and the Court of 
Directors, were binding on him; but, on the contrary, 
he grounds his refuſal to complete the ſame, not on any 
interpretation of the words in which the ſaid reſigna- 
tion, and the other inſtruments aforeſaid, were con- 
ceived, but rather on a diſavowal (not direct indeed, but 
implied) of his ſaid agent, and of the powers under 
which the ſaid agent had claimed to act in his behalf. 
Neither did the faid Warren Haſtings ground his ſaid 
refuſal on any objection to the particular day, or pe- 
riod, or circumſtances, in which the requiſition of Ge- 
neral Clavering was made; nor accompany the ſaid re- 
fuſal with any qualification in that reſpect, or with any 
intimation that he would at any future or more conve- 
nient ſeaſon, comply with the ſame ; although ſuch an 
intimation might probably have induced General Cla- 
vering to wave an inſtant and immediate claim to the 
chair, and might, therefore, have prevented the diſtrac- 
tions which happened, and the greater evils which im- 
pended, in conſequence of the ſaid claim of General 
Clavering, and the ſaid refuſal of Warren Haſtings, 
Eſq. ; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the con- 
trary, expreſs his ſaid refuſal in ſuch general and un- 
qualified terms, as intimated an intention to reſiſt abſo- 
lutely and altogether, both then and at any future time, 
the ſaid requiſition of General Clavering. And the 
ſubſequent proceedings of the ſaid Warren Haſtings do 
all concur in proving that ſuch was his intention: for 
he did afterwards, in conformity to the advice of the 
Judges, move a reſolution in Council, © That all par- 
ties be placed in the ſame fituation in which they 
5 ſtood before the receipt of the laſt advices from 
« England; reſerving and ſubmitting to a decifion in 
England, the reſpective claims that each party may 
* conceive they have a right to make, but not acting 
te upon thoſe claims till ſuch deciſion ſhall arrive in 
f* Bengal ;” thereby clearly and explicitly declaring, 

; | j | that 
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that it was not his intention to ſurrender the govern- 
ment until ſuch deciſion ſhould arrive in Bengal, which 
could not be expected in leſs time than a year and a 
half after the date of the faid reſolution ; and thereby 
clearly and explicitly declaring, that he did not con- 
fider his reſignation as binding for the preſent. And 
the ſaid intention was manifeſted, if poſſible, ſtill more 
directly and expreffly, in a letter written by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated the 


15th of Auguſt 1777, being almoſt two months after 


the receipt of the ſaid diſpatches; in which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings declares, that “he did not hold him- 
4 felt bound by the notification made by Mr. Mac- 
« leane, nor by any of the acts conſequent of it.” 


XVII. 


THAT, ſuch appearing to have been the intention 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, General Clavering was 
Juſtified in immediately aſſuming the Government, 
without waiting for any future act of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings for the actual ſurrender of the ſaid Govern- 
ment, none ſuch being likely to happen ; and Philip 
Francis, Eſq., was juſtified in ſupporting General Cla- 
vering in the ſame, on the ſoundeſt principles of juſtice, 
and on a maxim received in courts of equity, namely, 
That no one ſhall avail himſelf of his own wrong; 
and that, if any one refuſe or neglect to perform that 
which he is bound to do, the rights of others ſhall not 
be prejudiced thereby, but ſuch acts ſhall be deemed 
and reputed to have been actually performed, and all 
the conſequences ſhall be enforced, which would have 
followed from ſuch actual performance; and therefore 
the reſolutions moved and voted in Council by the faid 
Warren Haſtings, declaring the offices of General Cla- 
vering to be vacant, were not only illegal, inaſmuch as 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings had no authority to warrant 
ſach a declaration, even on the ſuppoſition of the acts 
of General Clavering being contrary to law ; but the 
ſaid reſolutions were farther highly culpable and cri. 
minal, inaſmuch as the ſaid acts done by General Cla+ 
vering, which were made the pretence of that proceed- 


ing, were ſtrictly regular and legal, | 
a n XVIL THAT 
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| XVIII. 

THAT the refuſal of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
ratify the ſaid reſignation, and his difavowal Ta. 
faid Lauchlin Macleane, his agent, is nor juſtified by 
any thing contained in the ſaid letter to the Court of 
Directors, dated on the 15th of Auguſt 1777, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings no where directly and poſitiy-ly aſ- 
ſerting that the ſaid Lauchlin Mackleang was not his 
agent, and had not both full and general powers, and 
even particular inſtructions, for this very act, although 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings uſes many indirect and cir- 
cuitous, but inſufficient and inapplicable, infinuations 
to that effect. And the ſaid letter does, on the con- 
trary, contain a clear and expreſs avowal that the ſaid 
Lauchlin Macleane was his confidential agent; and that 
in that capacity he acted throughout, and particularly 
in this ſpecial matter, with zeal and fidelity. And the 
ſaid letter does farther admit, in effect, the inſtruc- 
tions produced by the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq., 
confirmed by Mr. Vanſittart and Mr. Stewart, and re- 
lied on and confided in by the Court of Directors, by 
which the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane appeared to be ſpe- 
cially empowered to declare the ſaid reſignation; the 
words of the ſaid inſtruction being as follow : © That 
© he (Mr. Haſtings) will not continue in the Government 
© of Bengal, unleſs certain conditions therein ſpecified 
© can be obtained :” and the words of the ſaid letter 
being as follow: What I myſelf know with cer- 
cc tainty; or can recollect at this diſtance of time, con- 
© cerning the powers and inſtructions which were 
ce given to Meflrs. Macleane and Graham, when they 
te undertook to be my agents in England, I will cir- 
c cumſtantially relate. 

& I am in poſſeſſion of two papers which were pre- 
tt ſented to thoſe gentlemen at the time of their depar- 
te ture from Bengal; one of which compriſes four 
& ſhort propefitions, which I required as the conditions 
„ of my being confirmed in this Government.” 

And although the ſaid Warren Haſtings does here 


artfully ſomewhat change the words of hs written in- 
Ff ſtructioas 
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ſtruſtions (and which, having in his poſſeſſion, he might 
as eaſily have given verbatim) to other words, which 
may appear leſs explicit, yet they are, in fact, capable 
of only the ſame meaning; for as, at the time of 
giving the ſaid inſtructions to bis agents, he was in 
full poſſeſſion of his office, he could want no confirma- 
tion therein, except his own ; and, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, © to require certain things, as the condition of 
« his being confirmed in his Government,” is tantamount 
to a declaration, that he will not continue in his Go* 
te wvernment unleſs thoſe conditions can be obtained.” And 
the ſaid attempt at prevarication can ſerve its author the 
leſs, as either both ſentences have one and the ſame 
meaning, or if their meaning be different, the original 
inſtructions in his own hand writing, or, in other words, 
the thing itſelf, muſt be preferred as evidence of its 
contents, to a looſe ſtatement of its purport, founded 
perhaps on a loofe recollection of it at a great diſtance 
of time. 


XIX. 

THAT the faid refuſal of Warren Haſtings, Efq. was 

a breach of of faith with the Court of Directors and His 
Majeſty's Miniſters in England, as the ſaid reſignation 
was not merely a voluntary offer, without any conſide- 
ration, and therefore ſubject to be recalled or retracted 
at the Pleaſure of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, but ought 
rather to be conſidered as having been the reſult of a 
negotiation carried on between Mr, Macleane, for the 
benefit of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. on the one hand, 
and by the Court of Directors, for the interefts of the 
Company on the other: which view of the tranſaction 
will appear the more probable, when it is conſidered 
that, at the time of the ſaid reſignation, a ſtrict inquiry 
had been carrying on, by the Court of Directors, into 
the conduct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and the So- 
licitor and Counſel to the Company, and other eminent 
Counſel, had given it as their opinions, on caſes ſtated 
fo them, that there were grounds for ſuing the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings in the courts of law and equity, and 
that the Company would be entitled to recover in the 
ſald ſuits againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. ſeveral _ 
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iarge ſums of money, taken by him in his office of Go- 
vernor General, contrary to law, and in breach of his 
covenants, and of his duty to the Company and the 
Public; and the Court of Directors had allo come to 
various ſevere reſolutions of cenſure againſt the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and, amongſt others, to a reſolution 
to recal the (aid Warren Haſtings, and, remove him 
from his office of Governor General to anſwer for 
ſundry great crimes and delinquencies by him committed 
in his faid office, 


And, on theſe accounts, it appears probable, that the 
ſaid reſignation was tendered and accepted, as a confi- 
deration for ſome beneficial conceſſions made in confe- 

uence thereof to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his ſaid 
— and deſperate condition, | 


And the ſaid refuſal was alſo an act of great diſre - 
ſpe& to the Court of Directors, and to his Majeſty , 
and, by rendering abortive their ſaid meaſures, ſo- 
lemnly and deliberately taken, and ratified and con- 
firmed by His Majeſty, tended to bring the authority 
of the Court of Directors, and of His Majeſty, into 
contempt. | : ; 


And the ſaid refuſal was an injury to General Cla- 
vering. 


And was alſo, or might have been, a great injury to 
Edward Wheler, Eſq. | | 


And was an act of fignal treachery to Lauchlin Mac- 
leane, Eſq.; as alſo to Mr. Vanſittart and Mr. Stewart, 
whoſe honours and veracity were thereby brought into 
queſtion, doubr, and ſuſpicion, | 


And the ſaid refuſal was prejudicial to the affairs of 
the ſervants of the Company in India, by ſhaking the 
confidence to be placeu in their agents by thoſe per- 
ſons with whom it might he for their intereſts to nego- 
tiate on any matter of importance, and by thus ſub- 


jecting the communication of perſons abroad with thoſe 
at home to difficulties not known before. 5 


f 2 No, 
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No. X. 
Surgeon General's Contract. 


HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the year 1777, 
did grant to the Surgeon General a contract for 
three years for defraying every kind of hoſpital and me- 
dicinal expence, not only in breach of the general or- 
ders of the Court of Directors with reſpect to the du- 
ration of contracts, but in direct oppoſition to a par- 
ticular order of the Court of Directors, of the zoth of 
March 1724, when they directed, “ that the ſurgeon 
& ſhould not be permitted to enjoy any emolument 
« ariſing from his being concerned in dieting the pa- 
te tients; and that the occupations of ſurgeon and con- 
<« tractor ſhould be forthwith ſeparated.” That the ſaid 
contract was in itſelf highly improper, and inconſiſtent 
with the good of the ſervice; as it afforded the —— 
temptation to abuſe, and eſtabliſh a pecyniary intereſt in 
the Surgeon General contrary to the duties of his ſtation 
es 4 n 


666? - - 


No. XI. 
Poolbundy * Contract. 


I. 

HAT the Governor General and Council at Fort 
William did, on the motion and recommendation 
bf Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, enter into a contract 
with Archibald Frazer, Eſquire, on the 16th of April 
1778, for the repairs of the pools and banks in the pro- 
vance of Burd wan, for two years, at the rate of 120,000 
Sicca Rupees for the firſt year, and 80, ooo rupees for the 

Tecond year, | 


Fer repaizing pools and banks, 


II. THAT 
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II. 


THAT on the 19th of December 1778, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did farther perſuade the Supreme Council 
to prolong the Term of the above contract with Archi- 
bald Frazer for the ſpace of three years more, on the 
ſame conditions; namely the payment of 80,000 Sicca 
rupees for each year, To which was added, a permiſ- 
ſion to Mr, Frazer to make dobunds, or ſpecial repairs, 
whenever he ſhould judge them neceſſary, at the charge 
of Government. 


* 


III. 
THAT the ſaid contracts, both in the manner of their 


acceptance by the Supreme Council, without having 
previwuſly advertiſed for propoſals, and in the extent of 
their duration, were made in direct violation of the 


ſpecial Orders of the Court of Directors. 


. IV. 

THAT fo far from any advantage having been 
obtained for the Company, in the terms of theſe con- 
tracts, in conſideration of the length of time for which 
they were to continue, the expence of Government upon 
this Article was increaſed by theſe engagements to a 
very great amount, 


| V. 
THAT it appears that this contract had been held for 
ſome years befote by the Rajah of Burdwan, at the rate 
of 25,000 rupees per annum. 


VI, 


THAT the ſuperiatendant of Poolbundy repairs, after 
an accurate and diligent ſurvey of the Bunds and Pools, 
and the Provincial Council of Burdwan, upon the beſt 
information they could procure, had delivered it as their 
Opinion to the Governor General and Council, before 
the ſaid agreement was entered into, that after the heavy 
expence, (ſtated in Mr. Kinlock's eſtimate, viz. 119,405 
Sicca rupees,) if diſburſed as they recommended, the 
charge in future ſeaſons would be greatly reduced; and 
after. one thorough and effetinal repair, thiy — 
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ſmall annual expencs would be ſufficient to keep the bunds up, 
aud prevent their going to decay. 


VII. 


THAT whatever extraordinary and unuſal damages 
the pools and bunds might have ſuſtained, either from 
the neglect of the Rajah's officers, or from the violence 
of the then late rains, and the torrents thereby occa- 
ſioned, to juſtify the expence of the firſt year, yet as 
they were all conſidered and ineluded in the eſtimate 
for that year, there could be no pretence for allowin 
and continuing ſo large and burdenſome a payment as 


80,000 rupees per annum, far the four ſucceeding 


Joe 8. 


VIII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in his minutes 
of the 13th of February 1778, himſelf ſupport that 
opinion, in the compariſon to be made between Mr. 
Thomſon's propoſals of undertaking the ſame ſervice for 


60,000 rupees a year, for nine years, and the terms of 
Mr. Frazer's contracts; preferring the latter, becauſe 


theſe were to effect a complete repair, which could 
0 hardly be concluded in one ſeaſon, and the ſubſequent 
« expence would be but trifling.” Notwithſtanding 
which, the ſaid Warren Haſtings urged and prevailed 
upon the Council to allow in the firſt year the full 
amount propoſed by Mr. Kinlock in his eſtimate of 
the neceſſary repairs and did burden the Company with 
what he muſt have deemed to be for the greater part an 
unneceſſary expence of 80,000 rupees per annum, for 
four years, 8 


IX. 


THAT the permiſſion granted to Mr. Frazer to make 
dobunds, or new and additional embankments of the old 
ones, whenever he ſhould judge them neceſſary, at the 
charge of Government, (the ſaid Charge to be verified 
by the oath of the ſaid Frazer, without any voucher,) 
was a power very much to be ſuſpected, and very im- 
proper to be entruſted to a contractor, who had already 
govenanted to keep the old pools in perfect repair, and- 
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to conſtrutt new ones wherever the old pools had been 
broken down and waſhed away, or where the courſe ot 
the rivers might have rendered new ones neceſſary, in 
conſideration of the great ſums ſtipulated to be paid to 
him by the Government. 


X. 


THAT the grant of the foregoing contracts, and the 
permiſſion afterwards annexed to the ſecond of the faid 
grants, become much more reprehenſible from a con- 
ſideration of the circumſtances of the perſon to whom 
ſuch a grant was made. 


XI. 


THAT the due performance of the ſervice required 
local knowledge and experience, which the ſaid Archi- 
bald Frazer, being an officer in the Supreme Court of 
Juſtice, could not have poſſeſſed. 7 


——— RR 


No, XII. 
Opium Contract. 


I. | 
HAT it appears that the opium produced in Ben- 
gal and Bahar is a conſiderable and lucrative ar- 


ticle in the export trade of thoſe provinces; that the 


whole produce has been for many years monopolized, 
either by individuals, or by the Government ; that the 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, in con- 
ſideration of the hardſhip impoſed on the native owners 
and cultivators of the lands, who were deprived ot their 
natural right of dealing with many competitors, and 


compelled to fell the produce of their labour to a 


ſingle monopoliſt, did authorize the Governor General 


and Council to give up that commodity as an article of 
commerce. | 


I. THAT 
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II. 


THAT while the fajd commodity continued to be a 
monopoly for the benefit of Government, and managed 
by a contractor, the contracts for providing it were ſub- 
ject to the Company's fundamental regulation, namely, 
to be put up to auction, and diſpoſed of to the beſt 
bidder; and that the Company particularly ordered, that 
the commodity, when provided, ſhould be conſigned to 
the Board of Trade, who were directed to diſpoſe thereof 
by public auction. 

| III. 

THAT in May 177) the ſaid Warren Haſtings grant- 
ed to John Mackenzie a contract for the proviſion of 
opium, to continue three years, and without advertiſing 
for propoſals; that this tranſaction was condemned by 
the Court of Directors, notwithſtalding a clauſe had 
been inſerted in that contract, by which it was left open 
to the Court of Directors to annul the ſame at the expira- 
tion of the firſt or ſecond year. 

IV. 

THAT, about the end of the year 1780, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to the order above 
mentioned, did take away the ſale of the opium from 
the Board of Trade, though he diſclaimed, at the ſame 
time, any intention of implying a cenſure on their manage- 
ment. | 

5 v. 


THAT, in March, 1781, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did grant to Stephen Sulivan, ſon of Lawrence Sulivan, 
chairman of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt - India 
Company, a contract for the proviſion of opium, with- 
out advertiſing for propoſals, and without even receiving 
any written propoſals from him the ſaid Sulivan; that 
he granted this contract for four years, and, at the re- 
queſt of the ſaid Sulivan, did omit that clauſe which 
was inſerted in the preceding contract, and by which it 
was rendered liable to be determined by orders from the 
Company; the ſaid Warren Haſtings declaring; con- 
trary to truth, that ſuch clauſe was now unneceſſary, as 
the Directots bad approved the contract. 


vi. THAT 
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VI 


- THAT che faid Sulivan had been but a few months in 
Bengal, when the above contract was given to him; 
that he was a ſtranger to the country, and to all the local 
commerce thereof, and therefore unqualified for the 
management of ſuch a concern ; and that the ſaid Suli- 
van, inſtead of executing the contract himſelf, did; 
ſhortly after obtaining the ſame, aſſign it over to John 
Benn and others; and, in conſideration of ſuch aſ- 
ſignment, did receive from the ſaid Benn a great ſum of 
Money. 
VIL 

THAT, from the preceding facts, as well as from 
ſundry other circumſtances of reſtrictions taken off; (par- 
ticularly by aboliſhing the office of inſpector into the 
quality of the opium, ) and of beneficial clauſes intro- 
duced, it appears that the ſaid Warren Haſtings gave 
this contract to the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, in contradic- 
tion to the orders of the Court of Directors, and without 
any regard to the intereſts of the India Company, for 
the ſole purpoſe of creating an inſtant fortune for the 
ſaid Sulivan at the expence of the India Company, with- 
out any claim of ſervice or pretence of merit on his part, 
and without any apparent motive whatever, except that 
of ſecuring or rewarding the attachment and ſupport 
his father, Laurence Sulivan, a perſon of great authority 
and influence in the direction of the Company's affairs, 


and notoriouſly attached to and connected with the faid 
Warren Haſtings. 


VIII. 


THAT the ſaid Stephen Sulivan neither poſſeſſed, nor 
pretended to poſſeſs, any ſkill in the buſineſs of his con- 
tract; that he exerted no induſtry, nor ſhewed, or could 
ſhew, any exactneſs in the performance of it; ſince he 
immediately fold the contract for a ſum of Money to 
another perſon (for the ſole purpoſe of which ſale, it 
muſt be preſumed, the ſame was given ;) by which per» 
ſon another profit was to be made; and by that perſon 
the ſame was again fold to a third, by whom a third 


profit was to be made, 
Go IX. THAT 


IX. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the very time 
when he engaged the Company in a contract for en- 
groſſing the whole of the opium produced in Bengal 
and Bahar in the enſuing four years, on terms of ſuch 
exhorbitant profit to the contractor, affirmed, that “ there 
&« was little proſpect of ſelling the opium in Bengal 
sat a reaſonable price; and that it was but natural to 
© ſuppoſe that the price of opium would fall, from 
* the demand being leſſened.” — That, in a letter dated 
the 5th of May 1781, he informed the Directors, 
© That, owing to the indifferent ſtate of the markets 
„ laſt ſeaſon to the eaſtward, and the very enhanced 
& rates of inſurance which the war had occaſioned, they 
had not been able to diſpoſe of the opium of the pre- 
© ſent year to ſo great an advantage as they expected; 
© and that more than one half of it remained till in 
& their warehouſes.” —That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was guilty of a manifeſt breach of truſt to his conſtitu- 
ents and his employers, in monopolizing for their pre- 
tended uſe an article of commerce, for which he de- 
clared no purchaſer had offered, and that there was little 
proſpett of any offering; and the price of which, he ſaid, 
it was but natural to ſuppoſe would fall, That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings having, by his own act, loaded the 
Company with a commodity, for which, either in the 
ordinary and regular courſe of public auction, or even by 
private contract, there was, as he affirmed, no ſale, 
did, under pretence of finding a market for the ſame, 
engage the Company in an enterprize of great and cer- 
tain expence, ſubject to a manifeſt riſque, and full of 
diſgrace to the Eaſt- India Company; not only in their 
Political character, as a great ſovereign power in India; 
but in their commercial character, as an eminent and 
reſpectable body of merchants : and that the execution 
of this enterprize was accompanied with ſundry other 
engagements with other perſons; in all of which the 
Company's intereſt was conſtantly ſacrificed to that of 
individuals favoured by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


X THAT 


— — 
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X 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings firſt engaged in a 
ſcheme to export one thouſand four hundred and fixty 
cheſts of opium, on the Company's account, on board a 
ſhip belonging to Cudbert Thornhill ; half of which 
was to be diſpoſed of in a coaſting voyage, and the re- 
mainder in Canton.—That, beſides the freight and Com- 
miſſion payable to the ſaid Thornhill, on this adven- 
ture, twelve pieces of cannon belonging to the Com- 
pany were lent for arming the ſhip ; though his original 
propoſal was, that the ſhip ſhould be armed at his 
expence. That this part of the adventure depending 
for its ſucceſs on a prudent and fortunate management 
of various ſales and re-ſales, in the courſe of a circui- 
tous voyage; and being expoſed to ſuch riſque both of 
ſea and enemy, that all private traders had declined 
to be concerned in it; was particularly unfit for a 
great trading Company, and could not be undertaken 


on their account with any rational proſpect of advan- 
tage. 


XI. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſoon after engaged 
in another ſcheme for exporting two thouſand cheſts of 
opium directly to China, on the Company's account, 
and for that purpoſe accepted of an offer made by Menry 
Watſon, the Company's chief engineer, to convey the 
ſame in a veſſel of his own, and to deliver it to the Com- 
pany's ſupra cargoes.—That, after the offer of the ſaid 
Henry Watſon had been accepted, a letter from him 
was produced at the Board, in which he declared that he 
was unable to equip the ſhip with a proper number of 
cannon, and requeſted that he might be furniſhed with 
thirty-fix guns from the Company's ſtores at Madras 
with which requeſt the Board complied, —That it ap- 

ars that George Williamſon, the Company's auctio- 
neer at Calcutta, having complained that, by this mode 
of exporting the opium, which uſed to be ſold by pub- 
lic auction, he loſt his commiſſion as auctioneer, the 
Board allowed him to draw a commiſſion of one per 
cent. on all the opium which had been or was to be ex- 
ported, —T hat it appears that the contractor for opium 

Gg2 (whole 
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(whoſe proper duties and emoluments, as contractor, 
ended with the delivery of the opium) was alſo allowed 
to draw a commiſſion on the opium then ſhipping on 
the Company's account; but for what reaſon, or on 
what pretence, does not appear. 


XII. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to pay the 
ſaid Stephen Sulivan in advance for the opium fur- 
niſhed, or to be furniſhed, by him in the firſt year of 
his contract, did borrow the ſum of twenty lacks of 
rupees, at eight per cent., or 200, oool. ſterling, to be 
repaid by drafts to be drawn on the Company by their 
ſupra cargoes in China, provided the opium conſigned 
to them ſhould arrive ſafe; but that if the adventure 
failed, whether by the loſs of the ſhips or otherwiſe, 
the ſubſcribers to the above loan were to be repaid their 
capital and intereſt out of the Company's treaſury in 


Bengal. 


XIIT. 

. THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having in this 
manner purchaſed a commodity, for which he ſaid 
there was no ſale, and paid for it with money which he 
was obliged to borrow at a high intereſt, was ſtill 
more criminal in his attempt, or pretended plan to in- 
troduce it clandeſtinely into China, That the importa- 
tion of opium into China is forbidden by the Chineſe 
Government; that the opium, on ſeizure, is burnt ; the 
veſſel, that imports it, confiſcated ; and the Chineſe, in 
1 poſſeſſion it may be found for ſale, puniſhed with 
death. | 


XIV. 


THAT the Governor General and Council were well 
aware of the exiſtence of theſe prohibitions and penal- 
ties; and did therefore inform the ſupra cargoes in 
China, that the ſhip, belonging to the ſaid Henry Wat- 
ſon, would enter the river at China as an armed ſhip, 
and would not be reported as bearing a cargo of opium, 
that being a contraband trade.—That of the above two 
ſhips, the firſt, belonging to Cudbert r 
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taken by the French; and that the ſecond, arriving in 
China, did occaſion much embarraſſment and diſtreſs to 
the Company's ſupra cargoes there, who had been pre- 
viouſly conſulted on the formation of the plan, and 
were expoſed to great difficulty and hazard in the exe- 
cution of their part of it. That the ſhip was delayed, 
at a demurrage of an hundred dollars a day, for up- 
wards of three months, waiting in vain for a better 
market. The factory eſtimate the 4% to the Company, 
including port charges, demurrage, and factory charges 
allowed the Captain, at ſixty-nine thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ninety- three dollars, or about twenty thous 
ſand pounds ſterling. 


XV. 


THAT the Company's factory at China, after ſtating 
the foregoing facts to the Court of Directors, conclude 
with the following general obſervation thereon :—* On 
« a review of thele circumſtances, with the extravagant 
« and unuſual terms of the freight, demurrage, fac- 
* tory charges, &c. &c. we cannot help being of opi- 
nion, that private conſiderations have been ſuffered to 
te interfere too much for any benefit that may have been 
* intended to the honourable Company. We hope for 
e the Honourable Court's approbation of our conduct 
ein this affair, The novelty and nature of the conſign- 
te ments, haveſbeen the ſource of much trouble and anxi- 
te ety; and, though we wiſhed ro have had it in our 
te power to do more, we may truly ſay we have exceed- 
te ed our expectations.“ 


XVI. 


THAT every part of this tranſaction, from the mo- 
nopoly with which it commenced to the contraband 
dealing with which it concluded, criminates the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings with willful diſobedience of orders, and 
a continued breach of truſt: that every ſtep taken in it 
was attended with heavy loſs to the Company, and with 
a ſacrifice of their intereſt to that of individuals: and 
that, if finally a profit had refulted to the Company from 
ſuch a tranſaction, no profit attending it could compen- 
ſate for the probable riſque to which their crade in China 

| Was 
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was thereby expoſed; or for the certain diſhonour, and 
conſequent diſtruſt which the Eaſt-India Company muſt 
incur in the eyes of the Chineſe government, by being 
engaged in a low, clandeſtine traffic, prohibited by the 
laws of the country. 


No. XIII. 
Criminal Appointments of R. J. Sulivan. 


I 


HAT, in the month of February 1781, Mr. 
Richard Joſeph Sulivan, Secretary to the Select - 
Committee at Fort St. George, applied to them for 
leave to proceed to Calcutta on his private affairs, That, 
being the Confidential Secretary to the Select Commit- 
tee at Fort St. George, and conſequently poſſeſſed of all 
the views and ſecrets of the Company, as far as they re- 
lated to that government, he went privately into the ſer- 
vice of the Nabob of Arcct; and, under the pretence of 
proceeding to Calcutta on his private buſineſs, under- 
took a commiſſion from the ſaid Nabob to the Gover- 
nor General and Council, to negotiate with them in fa- 
vour of certain projects of the ſaid Nabob, which had 
been rebrobated by the Company, 


II. 


THAT the ſaid Sulivan was ſoon after appointed 
back again, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to the office 
of Reſident at the Durbar of the ſaid Nabob of Arcot. 
That it was a high crime and miſdemeanor in the ſaid 
Haſtings, to encourage ſo dangerous an example in the 
Company's ſervice, and to interfere unneceſſarily with 
the Government of Madras, in the diſcharge of the 
duties peculiarly aſcribed to them by the practice and 
orders of the Company, for the purpoſe of appointing 
to a great and confidential fituation a man who had 0 
recently committed a breach of cruſt to his employers, 


m. THAT 
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III. 

THAT the Court of Directors, in the letter to Ben- 
gal dated the 12th of July 1782, and received there on 
the 18th of February 1783, did condemn and revoke the 
ſaid appointment. That the ſaid Directors, in theirs 
to Fort St. George, dated the 28th of Auguſt 1782, 
and received there the 31ſt of January 1783, did highly 
condemn the conduct of the ſaid Sulivan; and, in order 
to deter their ſervants from practices of the ſame kind, 
did diſmiſs him from their ſervice. 

IV. 


THAT the ſaid Haſtings, knowing that the ſaid Su- 
livan's appoiatment had been condemned and revoked 
by the Court of Directors, and pretending that, on the 
15th of March 1783, he did not know that the ſaid 
Sulivan was diſmiſſed from the Company's ſervice, though 
that fact was known at Madras on the 3 iſt of the pre- 
ceding January, did recommend the ſaid Sulivan to be 
Ambaſſador at the Court of Nizam Ally Cawn, Subah- 
dar of the Decan, in defiance of the authority and orders 
of the Court of Directors. 


V. 


THAT even admitting, what is highly improbable, 
that the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Sulivan from the ſervice 
of the ſaid Company was not known at Calcutta, in 
forty--three days, from Madras, the laſt mentioned nomi- 
nation of the ſaid Sulivan was made at leaſt in contempt 
of the cenſure already expreſſed by the Court of Direc+ 
tors at his former appointment to the Durbar of the 
Nabob of Arcot, and which was certainly known to the 
ſaid Haſtings. 


No; XIV. 
Treachery to the Ranna of Gohud. 


1 


HAT on the 2d of December 1779, the Gover- 

nor General and Council of Fort William, at the 
ſpecial recommendation and inſtance of Warren Haſt- 
ings, 
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ings, Eſq. then Governor General, and contrary to the 
declared opinion and proteft of three of the members 
of the Council; viz. Philip Francis and Edward Wheler, 
Eſqrs. who were preſent; and of Sir Eyre Coote, who 
was abſent (by whoſe abſence the caſting voice of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, Eſq. prevailed); did conclude a 
treaty of perpetual triendſhip and alliance, offenſive and 
defenfive, with a Hindoo Prince, called the Ranna of 
Gohud, for the expreſs purpoſe of uſing the forces of the 
ſaid Ranna in oppoſition to the Mahrattas, 


II. 


THAT, among other articles, it was ſtipulated with 
the ſaid Ranna, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, That 
„ whenever peace ſhould be concluded between the 
« Company 'and the Mahratta State, the Maha Raja 
« ſhould be included as a party in the treaty which 
© ſhould be made for that purpoſe, and his preſent 
« poſſeſſions, together with the Fort of Gualior, which 
& of old belonged to the family of the Maha Rajah, 
« if it ſhould be then in his poſſeſſion, and ſuch coun- 
* tries as he ſhould have acquired in the courſe of 
«. war, and which it ſhould then be ſtipulated to leave 
„ in his hands, ſhould be guaranteed to him by ſuch . 
« treaty.” 


III. . 


THAT in the late war againſt the Mahrattas, the ſaid 
Ranna of Gohud did actually join the Britiſh army, un- 
der the command of Colonel Muir, with two battalions 
of infantry, and 1200 cavalry, and did then ſerve in 
perſon againſt the Mahrattas, thereby affording material 
aſſiſtance, and rendering eflential ſervice to the Com- 


pany. 
IV. 


THAT, in conformity to the above-mentioned treaty, 
in the fourth article of the treaty of peace, concluded on 
the 13th of October 1781, between Colonel Muir on 
the part.of the Engliſh Company, and Madajee Scindia 
the Mahratta General, the ſaid Ranna of Gohud was 
expreſily included. 


V. THAT 
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V. 


THAT, notwithſtanding the faid expreſs provifion 
and agreement, Madajee Scindia proceeded to attack the 
forts, and lay waſte the territories of the ſaid Ranna, * 
and did undertake and proſecute a war againſt him for 
the ſpace of two years; in the courſe of which, the 
Ranna, and his family were reduced to extreme diſtreſs, 
and in the end he was deprived of his forts, and the 
whole not only of his acquired poſſeſſions, but of his 
original dominions, ſo ſpecially guaranteed to him by 
the Britiſh Government in both the above-mentioned 
treaties, 


VI. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings was duly and regu- 
larly informed of the progreſs of the war againſt the 
Ranna, and of every event thereof; notwithſtanding 
which, he not only neglected in any manner to interfere 
therein in favour of the ſaid Ranna, or to uſe any en- 
deavours to prevent the infraction of the treaty, but 
gave conſiderable countenance and encouragement to 
Madajee Scindia in his violation of it, both by the reſi- 
dence of the Britiſh Miniſter in the Mahratta camp, and 
by the approbation ſhewn by the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
to the promiſes made by his agent of obſerving the 
ſtricteſt neutrality, notwithſtanding he was in juſtice 
bound, and ſtood pledged by the moſt ſolemn and ſa- 
cred engagements, to protect and preſerve the ſaid 
Ranna from thoſe enemies, whoſe reſentment he had 


provoked only by his adherence to the intereſts of the 
Britiſh nation. 


VII. 


THAT, in the only attempt made to ſound the diſ- 
22 of Madajee Scindia, relative to a pacification 
tween him and the Ranna of Gohud, on the 14th of 
May 1783, Mr. Anderſon, in obedience to the orders he 
had received, did clearly and explicitly declare to Bhow 
Buckſey, the Miniſter of Madajee Scindia, the ſenti- 
ments of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the words fol- 
lowing :—* That it was ſo far from your (the ſaid 
« Haſtings's) meaning, to intercede in his (the ſaid Ran- 
H h © na's) 


234 ARTICLE XIV. 


© na's) favour, that I only deſired him to ſound Scir- 
c dia's ſentiments, and in caſe he was deſirous of peace, 
* to mention what I had ſaid; but, if he ſeemed to pre- 
« fer carrying on the war, I begged that he would not 
« mention a ſyllable of what had paſſed, but let the mat- 
© ter drop entirely.” 


That it afterwards appeared, in a minute of the ſaid 
Haſtings, in Council at Fort William, on the 22d of 
September 1783, that he promiſed, at the inſtance of a 
member of the Council, to write to Lieutenant James 
Anderfon in favour of the Ranna of Gohud, and lay 
his letter before the Board. 


VIII. 


THAT nevertheleſs the ſaid Haſtings, profeſſing not 
to recollect his ſaid promiſe, did neglect to torite a formal 
letter to Lieutenant Anderſon in favour of the ſaid Ranna 
of Gohud, and that the private letter, the extract of 
which the faid Haſtings did lay before the Board on 
the 21ſt of October 1783, ſo far from directing any ef- 
fectual interference in favour of the ſaid Ranna, ot 
commanding his agent the ſaid James Anderſon, to in- 
terpoſe the mediation of the Britiſh Government to 
procure ** bonourable terms” for the ſaid Ranna, or even 
« ſafety to his perſon and family,” contains the bittereſt in- 
vectives againſt him, and is expreſſive of the ſatisfaction 
which the ſaid Haſtings acknowledges himſelf to have 
enjoyed in the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Ranna, the ally of the 
Company. | 

IX. 

THAT the meaſures therein recommended, appear 
rather to have been deſigned to ſatisfy Madajee Scindia, 
and to juſtify the conduct of the Britiſh Government, 
in not having taken a more active and a more hoſtile 


part againſt the ſaid Ranna, than an interceſſion on his 
behalf, 


X, 


' THAT though no conſideration of good faith, or 
obſervance of treaties, could induce the ſaid —_— 
to incur the hazard of any hoſtile exertion of the Briti 

torce 
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force for the defence or the relief of the allies of the 
Company, yet in the ſaid private letter he directed, 
that in caſe his mediation ſhould be accepted, it 
ſhould be made a ſpecific condition, that, if the ſaid Ran- 
na ſhould take advantage of Scindia's abſence to renew his 
hoſtilities, e ought in that caſe, on requiſition, 4 invade 
the dominions of the Ranna. 


XI. 


THAT no beneficial effects could have been pro- 
cured to the ſaid Ranna by an offer of mediation delayed 
till Scindia no longer wanted © our aſſiſtance to cruſh/o fallen 
an enemy; at the ſame time that no reaſon was given 
to Scindia to apprehend the danger of drawing upon 
himſelf the reſentment of the Britiſh Government by a 
diſregard of their propoſal and the deſtruction of their 
ally, 


XII. 


THAT it was a groſs and ſcandalous mockery in the 
ſaid Haſtings to deter an application to obtain honour- 
able terms for the Ranna, and ſafety for his perſon and 
family, till he had been deprived of his principal fort, 
in defence of which his uncle loft his life, and on the 
capture of which his wife, to avoid the diſhonour con- 
ſequent upon falling into the hands of her enemies, 


bad deftroyed herſelf by an exploſion of gunpowder. 
XIII. 


THAT however it does not appear that any offer of 
meditation was ever actually made, or any influence ex- 
erted, either for the ſafety of the Ranna's perſon and fa- 
mily, or in mitigation of the rigorous intentions ſuppoſed 
by Lieutenant Anderſon to have been entertained againſt 
him by Madajee Scindia after his ſurrender, . 

XIV. 

THAT the ſaid Haſtings, in the inſtructions given 
by him to Mr. David Anderſon for his conduct in nego- 
tiating the treaty of peace with the Mahratcas, expreſſed 
his determination to deſert the Ranna of Gohud, in 
the following words: © you will of courſe be attentive 
* to any engagements ſubſiſting between us and other 

H h 2 « powers, 
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« powers, in ſettling the terms of peace and alliance 
ce with the Mahrattas : I except from this the Ranna of 
“ Gohud.”—* Leave him to ſettle his own affairs with 
* the Mahrattas,” And the ſaid Anderſon appears 
very aſſiduouſly to have ſought for grounds to juſtify 
the execution of this part of his inſtructions, to which 
he was, at all events, obliged to conform. 


XV, 


THAT, even after his application for that purpoſe 
to the Mahrattas, whoſe teſtimony was much to be ſuſ- 
pected, becauſe it was their intereſt to accuſe, and their 
determined object to deſtroy the ſaid Ranna, no ſatis- 
factory proof was obtained of his defection from the 
engagements he had entered into with the Company. 


XVI, 


THAT moreover, if all the charges which have 
been pretended againſt the Ranna, and have been al- 
ledged by the ſaid Haſtings in juſtification of his con- 
duct, had been well founded, and proved to be true, 
the ſubject matter of thoſe accuſations, and the proofs 
by which they were to be ſupported, were known to 
Colonel Muir before the concluſion of the treaty he en- 
tered into with Madajee Scindia ; and therefore, what- 
ever ſuſpicions may have been entertained, or whatever 
degree of criminality may have been proved againſt the 
ſaid Ranna, previous to the ſaid treaty, from the time 
he was ſo provided for and included in the ſaid treaty, 
he was fully and juſtly entitled to the ſecurity ſtipu- 
lated for him by the Company, and had a right to 
demand and receive. the protection of the Britith 
government, 


XVII. 


THAT theſe conſiderations were urged by Mr. 
Anderſon to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter of 
the 24th of June 1781, and were pw ook by this ad- 
ditional argument, That in point of policy, I believe, 
it ought not to be our wiſh that the Mahrattas ſhould - 
© ever recover the fortreſs of Gualior ; it forms an im- 


portant barrier to our own poſſeſſions. In the _—_ 
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« of the Ranna it can be of no prejudice to us; and 
cc notwithſtanding the preſent proſpect of a permanent 
« peace betwixt us and the Mahratcas, it ſeems highly 
« expedient that there ſhould always remain ſome ſtrong 
te barrier to ſeparate us, on this ſide of India, from 
« that warlike and powerful nation,” 


XVIII, 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings was highly culpa- 
ble in abandoning the ſaid Ranna to the fury of his 
enemies, thereby forfeiting the honour and injuring the 
credit of the Britiſh nation in India, notwithſtanding 
the ſaid Haſtings was fully convinced, and had pro- 
feſſed, ** that the moſt ſacred obſervance of treaties, 
te juſtice, and good faith, were neceſſary to the exiſtence 
* of the national intereſts in that country.” — And 
though the ſaid Haſtings has complained of the in- 
ſufficiency of the laws of this kingdom to enforce this 
doctrine, * by the puniſhment of perſons in the poſ- 
« ſeſſion of power, who may be impelled by the pro- 
* yocation of ambition, avarice, or vengeance, ſtronger 
te than the reſtrictions of integrity and honour, to the 
“violation of this juſt and wiſe maxim.“ 


XIX, 


THAT the ſaid Haſtings, in thus departing from 
theſe his own principles, with a full and juſt ſenſe of 
the guilt he would thereby incur, and in ſacrificing the 
allies of this country © to the provocations of ambition, 
e avarice, or vengeauce,” in violation of the national 
faith and juſtice, did commit a groſs and wilful breach 


of his duty, and was thereby guilty of an high crime 


and miſdemeanor . 


No. XV. 
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No. XV. 
REVENUES S. 
PART I. 


; I. 
HAT the property of the lands of Bengal is, 


according to the laws and cuſtoms of that coun- 
try, an inheritable property, and that it is, with few 
exceptions, veſted in certain natives, called zemindars, 
or landholders, under whom other natives, called ta- 
lookdars and ryots, hold certain ſubordinate rights of 
property, or occupancy, in the ſaid lands :—Thar the 
ſaid natives are Hindoos, and that their rights and pri- 
vileges are grounded upon the poſſeſſion of regular grants, a 
long ſeries of family ſucceſſion, and fair purchaſe :—T hat 
it appears that Bengal has been under the dominion of 
the Mogul, and ſubje&t to a Mahommedan Govern- 
ment, for above two hundred years. 


IT. 


THAT, while the Mogul Government was in its 
vigour, the property of zemindars was held ſacred, 
and that either by voluntary grant from the ſaid Mogul, 
or by compoſition with him, the native Hindoos were 
left in the free, quiet, and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 
their lands, on the fingle condition of paying a fixed, 
certain, and unalcerable revenue, or quit-rent, to the 
Mogul Government :—That this revenue, or quit-rent, 
was called the ail jumma, or original ground rent, of 
the provinces, and was not increaled trom the time 
when it was firſt ſettled, in 1573, to 1740, when the 
regular and effective Mogul Government ended. 


III. 
THAT from the aforeſaid time to the year 1765, 


invaſions, uſurpations, and various revolutions, took 


place in the Government of Bengal ; in conſequence of 
which 
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which the country was conſiderably reduced and im- 
poveriſned, when the Eaſt- India Company received 
from the preſent Mogul Emperor, Sha Alum, a grant 
of the Dewangy, or collection of the revenues: That, 
about the year 1770, the provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar were viſited with a dreadful famine and morta- 
lity, by which at leaſt one third of the inhabitants pe- 
riſhed:— That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, has de- 
clared, „that he had always heard the loſs of inhabi- 
« tants reckoned at a third, and in many places near 
« one half, of the whole; and that he knew not by 
© what means ſuch a loſs could be recruited in four or 
« five years, and believed it impoſſible.” That never- 
theleſs the revenue was wiolently kept up to its former 


ſtandard; that is, in the two years immediately pre- 


ceding the appointment of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
to the government of Fort William: in conſequence of 
which, the remaining two thirds of the inhabitants were 
obliged to pay for the lands now left without cultivation; 
and that, from the year 1770 to the year 1775, the 
country had languiſhed, and the evil continued enhancing 


every day. 
IV; 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in a letter to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated the 
1ſt of September 1772, declared, That the lands had 
« ſuffered unheard-of depopulation by the famine and 
er mortality of 1769 :—That the collections, violently 
« kept up to their former ſtandard, had added to the 
e diſtreſs of the country, and threatened a general 
« decay of the revenue, unleſs immediate remedies 
« were applied to prevent it.” And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings tarther declared, * That, by intruſting the 
& collections to the hereditary zemindars, the people 
* would be treated with more tenderneſs, the rents more 
% improved, and cultivation more likely to be encou- 
5 raged; that they have a perpetual intereſt in the 


country; that gbeir inheritance cannot be removed; 


« that hey are the proprietors; that the lands are their 
« eſtates, and tbeir inheritance; that, from a long 
« continuance of the lands in their families, it is to be 

concluded 


nme 


concluded they have rivetted an authority in the 


« diſtrict, acquired an aſcendancy over the minds of 


« the ryots, and ingratiated their affections. That, 


« from continuing the lands under the management of 
« thoſe, who have a natural and perpetual intereſt in 
< their proſperity, ſolid advantages might be expected 
& to accrue : that the zemindar would be leſs liable to 
« failure or deficiencies than the farmer, from the per- 
«« petual intereſt which the former hath in the country, 
« and becauſe his inheritance cannot be removed ; and 


« jt would be improbable that he ſhould riſque the loſs 


« of it by eloping from his diſtrict, which is too fre- 
« quently practiſed by a farmer, when he is hard preſſed 
« for the payment of his balances, and as frequently 
pre- determined when he receives his farm.“ 


V. 


THAT notwithſtanding all the preceding declara- 
tions, made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings of the loſs of 
one third of the inhabitants, and general decline of the 
country, he did, immediately after his appointment to 
the Government, in the year 1772, make an arbitrary 
ſettlement of the revenues for five years, at a higher 
rate than had ever been received before, and with a 
progreſſive and accumulating increaſe on each of the 
four laſt years of the ſaid ſettlement. 


VI 


THAT notwithſtanding the right of property and 
inheritance, repeatedly acknowledged by the laid War- 
ren Haſtings to be in the zemindars and other native 
landholders, and notwithſtanding he had declared © that 
c the ſecurity of private property is the greateſt en- 
„ couragement to induſtry, on which the wealth of 
every ſtate depends,” the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ne- 
vertheleſs, in direct violation of thoſe acknowledged 
rights and principles, did univerſally let the lands of 
Bengal in farm for five years; thereby deſtroying all the 
rights of private property of the zemindars ; and there- 
by delivering the management of their eſtates to far- 
mers, and transferring, by a moſt arbitrary and unjuſt 
act of power, the whole landed property of Bengal 
trom the owners to ſtrangers. 

VII, THAT 
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THAT, to accompliſh this iniquitous purpoſe, he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did put the lands of Bengal 
up to a pretended public auction, and invited all perſons 
to make propoſals for farming the ſame, COIN 
ing ſtrangers to bid againſt the proprietors; in conſe- 
quence of which, not only the ſaid proprietors were 
ouſted of the poſſeſſion and management of their eſtates, 
but a great part of the lands fell into the hands of the 
banyans, or principal black ſervants of Britiſh ſubjects, 
connected with, and protected by the Government: 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf has ſince decla- 
red, that, by this way, the lands too generally fell into the 
hands of deſperate or knaviſh adventurers. 


VIII. 


THAT, befote the meaſure hetein-before deſcribed 
was carried into execution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did eſtabliſh certain fundamental regulations in Coun- 
cil, to be obſerved in executing the ſame i that, among 
theſe” regulations, it was ſpecially and ſtrictly ordered, 
that no farm ſhould exceed the annual amount of one 
lack of rupees; and © that no peſhcar, banyan, or 
« other ſervant, of whatever denomination, of the Col- 
* Jefor, or relation or dependant of any ſuch ſervant; 
© ſhould be allowed to farm lands, nor directly or in- 
directly to hold a concern in any farm, nor to be ſe« 
te curity for any farmer.“ | 


IX, . 


THAT, in direct violation of theſe his own re- 
gulations, and in breach of the public truſt repoſed 
in him, and ſufficiently declared by the manifeſt duty of 
his ſtation, if it had not been expreſſed and enforced 
by any poſitive inſtitution, he, the ſaid Warren Haf« 
tings, did permit and ſuffer his own banyan, or prin» 
cipal black ſteward, named Canto Baboo, to hold farms 
in different purgunnahs, or diſtricts, or to be ſecurity 
for farms, to the amount of thirteen lacks of rupees 
[ 1 30,0001. or upwards] per annum; and after enjoying 
the whole of thoſe farms oy two years, he was _ 

i 
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ted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to relinquiſh two of 
them. | 


X. 


THAT, on the ſubject of the farms held by Canto 


Baboo, the ſaid Warren Haſtings has made the follow- 
ing declaration : © Many of his farms were taken with- 
« out my knowledge, and almoſt all againſt my advice. 
cc J had no right to uſe compulſion or authority; nor 
* could I with juſtice exclude him, becauſe he was 
«© my ſervant, from a liberty allowed to all other per- 
te ſons in the country. The farms which he quitted, 
ehe quitted by my advice, becauſe I thought that he 
© might engage himſelf beyond his abilities, and be 
ce involved in diſputes, which I did not chuſe to have 
© come before me as judge of them.” That the ſaid 
declaration contains ſundry falſe and. contradictory aſ- 
ſertions. If almoſt all the ſaid farms were taken againſt 
his advice, it cannot be true that many of them were 
taken without his knowledge : and whether Ganto Baboo 
had been his ſervant or not, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was bound by his own regulations to prevent his hold- 
ing any farms to a greater amount than one lack of 
rupees per annum; but the ſaid Canto Baboo, being 
the ſervant of the Governor Genera], was excluded by 
the ſaid regulations from holding any farms whatever. 
Thar if (as the Directors obſerve) it was thought dan- 
gerous to permit the banyan of a Collector to be con- 
cerned in farms, the ſame or ſtronger objections would 
always lie againſt the Governor's banyan being ſo con- 
cerned: and the ſaid Warren Haſtings had a right, and 
was bound by his duty, to prevent his ſervant from 
holding the ſame. That in adviſing the ſaid Canto 
Baboo to relinquiſh ſome of the ſaid farms, for which 
he was actually engaged, he has acknowledged an in- 
fluence over his ſervant, and has uſed that influ- 
_ ence for a purpoſe inconſiſtent with his duty to the India 
Company, namely, to deprive them of the ſecurity of 
the ſaid Canto Baboc's engagement for farms, which, 
on trial, he had found not beneficial, or not likely to 
continue beneficial to himſelf; and if it was impro 
that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhould be the judge of 
any 


i 
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any diſputes in which his ſervant might be involved 
on account of his farms, that reaſon ought to have 
obliged him to prevent his ſervant from being engaged 
in any farms whatever, or to have adviſed his ſaid ſer- 
vant to relinquiſh the remainder of his farms, as well 
as thoſe which the ſaid Warren Haſtings affirms he 
quitted by his advice, | 


XI. 


THAT, on the ſubject of the ſaid charge, the Court 
of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company have come to 
the following reſolution : ** Reſolved, that it appears 
« that the conduct of the late Preſident and Council 
« of Fort William in Bengal, in ſuffering Canto Baboo, 
« the preſent Governor General's banyan, to hold 
« farms in different purgunnahs to a large amount, or 
« to be ſecurity for ſuch farms, contrary to the tenor 
« and ſpirit of the 17th regulation of the Committee 
« of Revenue at Fort William, of the 14th of May 
4 1772, and afterwards relinquiſhing that ſecurity 
« without ſatisfaction made to the Company, was 
* highly improper, and has been attended with confi» 
% derable loſs to the Company,” 


XII. 


THAT, in the whole of the tranſaction aforeſaid, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of groſs col- 
luſion with his ſervant, and manifeſt breach of truſt to 
his employers. 


XIII, 


THAT whereas it was acknowledged by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, that the country in the year 1770 
and 1771, had ſuffered great depopulation and decay ; 
and that the collections of thoſe years, having been 
violently kept up to their former ſtandard, had added 
to the diſtreſs of the country ; the ſettlement of the re- 
venues made by him for five years, commencing the 
iſt of May 1772, inſtead of offering any abatement 
or relief to the inhabitants who had ſurviyed the famine, 
held out to the Eaſt-India Company a promiſe of great 
increaſe of revenue, to a exacted from the country — 
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the means hereinbefore deſcribed : that this ſettlement 
was not realized, but fell conſiderably ſhort, even in the 
firſt of the five years, when the demand was the lighteſt ; 
and on the whole of the five years, the real collections 
fell ſhort of the ſettlement, 'to the enormous amount of 
two millions and a half ſterling, and upwards, 


1 


THAT ſuch a ſettlement, if it had been, or could 
have been, rigorouſly exacted from a country already 
ſo diſtreſſed, and from a population ſo impaired, that, 
in the belief of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, it was im- 
poſſible ſuch loſs could be recruited in four or five years, 
would have been in fact what it appeared to be in form, 
an act of the moſt cruel and tyrannical oppreſſion ; but 
the real uſe made of that unjuſt demand upon the na- 
tives of Bengal was, to oblige them to compound pri- 
vately with the perſons who formed th: ft cement, and 
who threatened to enforce it: and che © rmous ba— 
lances and remiſſions, on that ſettt eat, arole from a 
| Sig colluſion between the farnic:s and col:cctors, and 

rom a general peculation and embezzlemen 1 the 
revenues, by which the Eaſt-India Company was groſsly 
impoſed on, in the firſt inſtance, by a promiſed 7ncr-3/e 
of revenue, and defrauded, in the ſecond, not only by 
the failure of that increaſe, but by the revenues falling 
ſhort of what they were in the two years preceding the 
ſaid ſettlement, to a great amount, | | 


XV. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being then at 
the head of the Government of Bengal, was a party to 
all the ſaid impoſition, fraud, peculation, and embezzle- 
ment, and is principally and ſpecially anſwerable for the 
ſame ; and ſundry proofs of the ſaid peculation and 
embezzlement being brought before the Court of Di- 
rectors, the ſaid Directors (in a letter dated the 4th of 
March 1778, and ſigned by William Devaynes and 
Nathaniel Smith, Eſquires, now Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the ſaid Court, and members of this 
Houſe) did declare, that“ although it was rather 
| gheir wiſh to prevent future evils, than to enter = 
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ﬆ a ſevere retroſpection of paſt abuſes, yet, as in ſome 
&* of the caſes then before them they conceived there 
* had been flagrant corruption, and, in others, great 
t oppreſſions committed on the native inhabitants, 
te they thought it unjuſt to ſuffer the delinquents to 
c paſs wholly unpuniſhed ; and therefore they directed 
« the Governor General and Council forthwith to com- 
* mence a proſecution againſt the perſuns who com- 
te poſed the Committee of Circuit, and their repre- 
* ſentatives, and againſt all other proper parties” 
but the proſecutions ſo ordered by the Court of Direc- 
tors, in the year 1778, have never been brought ta 
trial; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 23d of 
December 1783, propole, and carry it in Council, hat 
orders ſhould be given for withdrawing the ſaid proſecu- 
tions, Ceclaring that he was clearly of opinion that 
there was no ground to maintain them, and that 10 
would only be productive of expence to the Company, and 
unmerited vexation to the parties. 


BESmES EE © - 
PF ART © 


] I. 

| HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings has, on ſundry 

, occaſions, declared his deliberate opinion gene- 
rally againſt all innovations, and particularly in the 
collection and management of the revenues of Bengal; 
that “ he was well aware of the expence and incon- 
« venience which ever attends innovations of all kinds on 
ve their firlt inſtitution.— That innovations are al- 
f* ways attended with difficulties and inconveniencies, 
* and innovations in the revenue with a ſuſpenſion of 
« the collections: That the continual variations in 
te the mode of collecting the revenue, and the conti- 
te nual uſurpations on the rights of the people, have 
te fixed in the minds of the Ryots, a rooted diſtruſt 
fr of the ordinances of Goyerament,” And the Court 


of 
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of Directors have repeatedly declared their apprehen- 


ſions, “that a ſudden tranſition from one mode to 
another, in the inveſtigation and collection of their 
* revenue, might have alarmed the inhabitants, leſ- 
c ſened their confidence in the Company's proceedings, 
e and been attended with other evils,” 


II. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately 
after his appointment to the government of Fort Wil- 
liam, in April 1772, did aboliſh the office of Naib 
Duan, or Native Collector of the revenues then exiſt- 
ing :—That he did at the ſame time appoint a Commit- 
tee of the Board to go on a circuit through the pro- 
vinces, and to form a ſettlement of the revenues for 


five years :—That he did then appoint ſundry of the 


Company's ſervants to have the management of the col- 
lections, viz. one in each diſtrict, under the title of Col- 


lector:— That he did then aboliſh the General Board 


of Revenue or Council at Muxadavad, for the follow- 


ing reaſons: “ That while the controlling and execu- 


« tive part of the revenue, and the correſpondence with 
ce the Collectors, was carried on by a Council at Mux- 
& adavad, the members of the Adminiſtration at Cal- 
t cutta had no opportunity of acquiring that thorough 
« and comprehenſive knowledge, which could only 
cc reſult from practical experience. That the orders of 
tt the Court of Directors, which eſtabliſhed a new ſyſ- 
te tem, which enjoined many new regulations and in- 
& quires, could not properly be delegated to a ſubordi- 
ce nate council; and it became abſolutely neceſſary that 


ce the buſineſs of the revenue ſhould be conducted 


« under the immediate obſervation and direction of the 
* Board,” | | 


III. 


THAT, in November 1773, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings aboliſhed the office of Collector, and transferred 
the collection and management of the reyenues to ſeve- 
ral Councils of Revenue, commonly called Pavincial 
Councils.——That on the 24th of October 1774, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings earneſtly offered his advice (to the 

| Governor 


8 „ r 9 


— — 


P L 
8 


—— — 


ARTICLE XV. Par II. 247 


Governor General and Council, then newly appointed 
by act of Parliament) for the continuation of the ſaid 
ſyſtem of Provincial Councils in all its parts—That the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 22d of April 1775. 
tranſmit to the Directors a formal plan for the future 
ſettlement of the revenues, and did therein declare, 
that © with reſpect to the mode of managing the col- 
« lection of the revenue, and the adminiſtration of juſ- 
e tice, none occurred to him ſo good as the ſyſtem 
« which was already eſtabliſhed, of Provincial Coun- 
c cils.” That, on the 18th of January 1776, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did tranſmit to the Court of Direc- 
tors, a plan for the better adminiſtration of juſtice : that, 
in this plan, the eſtabliſhment of the ſaid Provincial 
Councils was ſpecially provided for and confirmed; and 
that Warren Haſtings did recommend it to the Direc- 
tors, to obtain the ſanttion of Parliament for a confirma- 
tion of the ſaid plan. That, on the 3oth of April 1776, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranſmit to the Court of 
Directors the draught or ſcheme of an act of Parliament 
for the better adminiſtration of juſtice in the provinces, 
in which the ſaid eſtabliſhment of Provincial Councils 
is again ſpecially included, and ſpecial juriſdiction aſ- 
ſigned to the ſaid Councils. That the Court of Di- 
rectors, in a letter dated gth February 1777, did 
give the following inſtruftion to the Governor General 
and Council, a majority of whom, viz. Sir John Cla- 
vering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, had dif- 
approved of the plan of Provincial Councils: “ If 
« you are fully convinced that the eſtabliſhment of 
« Provincial Councils has not anſwered, nor is not 
e capable of anſwering the purpoſes intended by ſuch 
« inſtitutions, we hereby direct you to form a new 
tc plan for the collection of the revenues, and to tranſ- 
* mit the ſame to us for our conſideration. 


IV. 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction 


to his own ſentiments repeatedly declared, and to his 
own advice repeatedly and deliberately given, and in 
- defiance of the orders of the Directors, to whom he 
tranſmitted no previous communication whatever, 4 

is 
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his intention to aboliſh the ſaid Provincial Councils, 
did, in the beginning of the year 1781, again change 
the whole ſyſtem of the collections of the public re- 
venue of Bengal, as alſo the adminiſtration of civil and 
criminal juſtice throughout the provinces. 


V 


THAT the faid Warren Haſtings, in a letter dated 
sth of May 1781, adviſing the Court of Directors of 
the ſaid changes, has falſely affirmed, “ that the plan 
« of ſuperintending and collecting the public revenue 
& of the provinces, through the agency of Provincial 
& Councils, had been inſtituted for the temporary and 
« declared purpoſe of introducing another more per- 
« manent mode by an eaſy and gradual change ;” where- 
as on the contrary, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, from the 
year 1773, to the year 1781, has conſtantly and uni- 
formly infiſted on the wiſdom of that inſtitution, and 
on the neceſſity of never departing from it; and has, in 
that time, repeatedly adviſed, that the faid inſtitution 
ſhould be confirmed in perpetuity by an act of Par- 
liament. 

VI. 


THAT the ſaid total diſſolution of the Provincial 
Councils was not introduced by any eaſy and gradual 
change, nor by any gradations whatever; but was ſud- 
den and unprepared, and inſtantly accompliſhed by a 
fingle act of power: and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
the place of the ſaid Councils, has ſubſtituted a Com- 
mitte of Revenue, conſiſting of four covenanted ſer- 
vants, on principles oppoſite to thoſe which he had 
himſelf profeſſed ; and with excluſive powers, tending 
to deprive the members of the Supreme Council of a 
due knowledge of, and inſpection into, the manage- 
ment of the territorial revenues, ſpecially and un- 
alienably veſted by the Legiſlature in the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, and to veſt the ſame ſolely and en- 
tirely in the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


VII. 


THAT the reaſons aſſigned by the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings for conſtituting the ſaid Committee of Re- 
venue, 


+= A i, ,, . Ob a 5 AO ION 


ARTICLE XV. Parr II. 249 


venue, are incompatible with thoſe which he profeſſed, 
when he aboliſhed the Subordinate Council of Revenue 
at Muxadavad. That he has inveſted the ſaid Com- 
mittee in the fulleſt manner, zith all the powers and au- 
thority of the Governor General and Council. That he 
has thereby contracted the whole power and othce of 
the Provincial Councils into a ſmall compals, and 
veſted the ſame in four perſons appointed by him- 
' ſelf: — That he has thereby taken the general tranſac- 
tion and cognizance of revenue buſineſs out of the Su- 
preme Council: — That the ſaid Committee are im- 
powered to conduct the current buſineſs of the re- 
venue department, without reference to the Supreme 
Council, and only report to the Board ſuch extraordinary 
occurrences, claims, and propoſals, as may require the ſpecial 
orders of the Board: — That even the inſtruction, to re- 
port to the Board, in extraordinary caſes, is nugatory » 
and fallacious, being accompanied wath limitations 
which make it impoſhble for the ſaid Board to decide 
on any queſtions whatſocver ; fince it is expreſſly pro- 
vided by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, bat, if the members 
of the Committee differ in opinion, tt is not expected that 
every diſſentient opinion ſhould be recorded ; conſequently 
the Supreme Council, on any reference to their Board, 
can ſee nothing but the reſolut ions or reaſons of the 
majority of the Committee, without the arguments on 
which the diſſentient opinions might be founded: and 
fince it is alſo expreſily provided by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, that the determination of the majority of the 
Committee ſhould not therefore be flayed, unl:ſs it ſhould be 
ſo agreed by the majority ; that is, that, notwithſtandin 
the reference to the Supreme Council, the meaſure ſhall 
be executed without waiting for-their decifion, 


VIIL. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings has delivered his 
opinion, with many arguments to ſupport the ſame, in 
favour of long leaſes of the lands, in preference to an- 
nua ſettlements; and he has particularly declared, 
that the farmer, who holds his farm for one year 
* only, having no intereſt in the next, takes what he 
* gan with the hand of rigour, which, even in the 

execution 
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© execution of legal claims, is often equivalent to vio- 
* lence, He is under the neceffity of being rigid, 
„ and even cruel; for what is left in arrear, after the 
c expiration of his power, is at beſt a doubtful debt, if 
cc ever recoverable. He will be tempted to exceed 
s the bounds of right, and to augment his income by 
“ irregular exactions, and by racking the tenants, for 
ce which pretences will not be wanting, where the 
“ farms paſs annually from one hand to another. That 


ce the diſcouragements which the tenants feel, from be- 


ce ing transferred every year to new landlords, are a 
ce great objection to ſuch ſhort leaſes ; that they con- 
e tribute to injure the cultivation, and diſpeople the 
ce lands. That, on the contrary, from long farms, the 
e farmer acquires a permanent intereſt in his lands; 
56 he will, for his own ſake, lay out money in afhſting 
© his tenants, in improving lands already cultivated, 
« and in clearing and culrivating waſte lands.” That 
nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having left it to 
the diſcretion of the Committee of Revenue, appointed 
by him in 1781, to fix the time for which the enſuing 
ſettlement ſhould be made; and the ſaid Committee 
having declared, that, with reſpect to the period of the 
leaſes in general, it appeared to the Committee, that to limit 
them to one year would be the beſt period: he, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, approved of that limitation, in ma- 
nifeſt ef dien to all his own arguments, profeſs 
fions, and declarations, concerning the fatal conſey 
quences of annual leaſes of the lands. 


IX, 

THAT in fo yoing, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
not hold himſelf bound or reſtrained by the orders of 
the Court of Directors, but acted upon his own diſcre- 
tion; and he has, for partial and intereſted purpoſes, 
exerciſed that diſcretion, in particular inſtances, againſt 
his own general ſettlement for one year, by granting 
perpetual leaſes of farms and zemindaries to perſons 
ſpecially favoured by him; and particularly by grant- 
ing a perpetual leaſe of the zemindary of Baharbund to 
his ſervant, Canto Baboo, on very low terms. 


X. THAT 


E =o... oe ie 


— A hed a, — — 


. „ 2 — 


un VV «45S eee 


novations an 


ARTICLE XV: Paar II. 464 
X. EY 
THAT in all the preceding tranſactions; the faid 
Warren Haſtings did act contrary to his duty, as Gos - 
vernor of Fort William, contrary to the orders of his 
employers, and contrary to his own declared ſenſe of 
expediency, conſiſtency, and juſtice z and thereby did 
harraſs and affli& the inhabitants of the provinces with 
perpetual changes in the ſyſtem and execution of the 
government placed over them ; and with continued in- 
a exaCtions againſt the rights of the ſaid in- 
habitants ; thereby deſtroying all ſecurity to private 
property, and all confidence in the good faith, princi · 
ples, and juſtice of the Britiſh Government. 


XI. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having ſubſtituted 
his own inſtruments to be the managers and collectors 
of the public revenue, in the manner herein- before 
mentioned, did act in manifeſt breach and defiance of 
an act of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty, by which 
the ordering and management and government of all the ter- 
ritorial revenues in the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa, were veſted in the Governor General and Coun- 
eil, without any power of delegating the ſaid truſt and 
duty to any other perſons ; and by ſuch unlawful dele- 

ation of the powers of the Council to. a ſubordinate 
Board appointed by himſelf, he, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, did in effect unite and veſt in his own perſon, the 
ordering, government, and management of all the ſaid 
territorial revenues. 


XII. 


THAT, for the ſaid illegal act, he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, is ſolely anſwerable, the ſame having been 
eee and reſolved in Council, when the Governor 

eneral and Council conſiſted but of two perſons pre- 
ſent ; namely, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the late 
Edward Wheler, Eſq., and when, conſequently, the 
Governor General, by virtue of the caſting voice; poſ- 
ſeſſed the whole power of the government. 
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XIII. 


THAT, in all the changes and innovations herein- 
defore deſcribed, the pretence uſed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, to recommend and juſtify the ſame to the 
Court of Directors, has been, that ſuch changes and in- 
novations would be attended with inereaſe of revenue, 
or diminution of expence to the Eaſt-India Company: 
— That ſuch pretence, if true, would not have been a 
Juſtification of ſuch acts; but that ſuch pretence is 
| falſe and groundleſs : — That, during the adminiſtra- 
tion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the territorial re- 
venues have declined ; that the charges of collecting 
the ſame have greatly increaſed ; and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, by his neglect, miſmanagement, and by a 
direct and intended waſte of the Company's property, 
is chargeable with, and anſwerable for all the ſaid de- 
cline of revenue, and all the ſaid increaſe of expence. 


No. XVI. 
Miſdemeanors in Oude. 


I 


HAT the province of Oude and its de penden- 


cies were, before their connection with, and ſub- 
ordination to, the Company, in a flouriſhing condition 
with regard to culture, commerce, and population, and 
their rulers and principal nobility maintained them- 
ſelves in a ſtate of affluence and ſplendour; but very 
ſhortly after the period aforefaid, the proſperity, both 
of the country and its chiefs, began ſenſibly and ra- 
pidly to decline; inſomuch, that the revenue of the 
ſaid province, which on the loweſt eſtimation had 
been found, in the commencement of the Britiſh in- 
fluence, at upwards of 3, ooo, oool. ſterling annually 
(and that ample revenue raiſed without detriment to 
the country) did not, in the year 1779, exceed the ſum 
of 1,500,000l. and in the ſubſequent years did _ 
much 
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much ſhort of that ſum, although the rents were ge- 
nerally advanced, and the country grievouſly oppteſſed 


in order to raiſe it. 


II. 


THAT in the aforeſaid year 1779, the demands of 
the Eaſt-India Company on the Nabob of Oude are 
ſtated by Mr. Purling, their Refident at the Court of 
Oude, to amount to the ſum of 1, 360, oool. ſterling 
and upwards, leaving (upon the ſuppoſition that the 
whole revenue ſhould amount to the ſum of 1, 500, oool. 
ſterling, to which it did not amount) no more than 
140,000l. ſterling, for the ſupport of the dignity of 
the houſehold and family of the Nabob, and for the 
maintenance of his government, as well as for the pay- 
ment of the public debts due within the province. 


III. 


THAT by the treaty of Fyzabad, a regular bri- 
gade of the Company's troops, to be ſtationed in the 
dominions of the Nabob of Oude, were kept up at 
the expence of the ſaid Nabob; in addition to which, 
a temporary brigade of the ſame troops was added to 
his eſtabliſhment, together with ſeveral detached corps 
in the Company's ſervice, and a great part of his own 
_ troops were put under the command of Britiſh 
officers. 


IV. 


THAT the expence of the Company's temporary 
brigade increaſed in the ſame year (the year of 1779) 
upwards of 80,000]. ſterling above the eſtimate ; and 
the expence of the country troops under Britiſh offi- 
cers, in the fame period, increaſed upwards of 40,0001. 
fterling; and in addition to the aforeſaid ruinous ex- 
pences, a large civil eſtabliſhment was gradually, ſe- 
cretly, and without any authority from the Court of Di- 
rectors, or record on the books of the Council General 
concerning the ſame, formed for the Reſident and ano- 
ther, under Mr. Wombwell, an agent for the Com- 
pany ; as alſo ſeveral penfions * allowances, in the 
tame ſecret and clandeſtine manner, were charged on 
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the revenues of the ſaid Nabob, for the benefit of Bri- 
Yiſh ſubjects, beſides large occaſional gifts to perſons 
1n the Company's ſervice. 

| V. 

THAT in the month of November 1779, the ſaid 
Nabob did repreſent to Mr. Purling, the Company's 
Reſident aforeſaid, the diſtreſſed ſtate of his revenues, 
in the following terms: During three years paſt, the 
cc expence occaſioned by the troops in brigade, and 
cc others commanded by European officers, has much 
« diſtrefſed the fupport of my houſehold, inſomuch 
cc that the allowances made to the feraglio and chil- 
& dren of the deceaſed Nabob have been reduced to 
& one fourth of what it had been, upon which they 
& have ſubſiſted in a very diſtreſſed manner for two 
ce years paſt. The attendants, writers, and ſervants, 
« &c. of my court have received no pay for two years 


cc paſt; and there is at preſent no part of the country 


tc that can be allotted to the payment of my father's 
&« private creditors, whoſe applications are daily preſ- 
c ſing upon me. All theſe difficulties I have for theſe 
cc three years paſt ſtruggled through, and found this 
cc conſolation therein, that it was complying with the 
6 matic of the Honourable Company, and in the 
F hope that the Supreme Council would make inquiry 
cc from impartial perſons into my diſtreſſed fituarion 
& but I am now forced to a repreſentation. 


« From the great increaſe of expence, the revenues 


ce were neceſſarily farmed out at @ high rate; and defi- 
& cjencics followed vearly. The country and cultivation 
& js abandoned; and this year, in particular, from the 
te exceſſive drought, deductions of many lacks” ¶ ſtated 
by the Reſident, in his letter to the Board of the 13th 
of the month following, to amount to 25 lacks, or 
2 50,0001. ſterling] “ have been allowed the farmers, 


c who were ſtill left unſatisfied. —I have received but 


tc juſt ſufficient to ſupport my abſolute neceſſities, the 
1 revenues being deficient to the amount of 15 lacks,” 
[i 50,0001. ſterling] “ and for this reaſon, many of the 


« old chieftains, with their troops, and the uſeful at- 
| « tendanty 
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tc tendants of the court, were forced to leave it, and 
« there is now only a few foot and horſe for the collec- 
ce tion. of my revenues; and ſhould the zemindars be 
. << refractory, there is not left a ſufficient number to re- 
e duce them to obedience.” And the ſaid Nabob did 
ce therefore pray, that the aſſignments for the new 
brigade, the corps of horſe, and the other detached 
bodies of the Company's troops, might not be required 
from him; alledging, ** that the former was not only 
. * quite uſeleſs to his government, but, morcover, the 
*& cauſe of much loſs both in the revenues and cuſtoms; 
and that the detached bodies of troops, under their 
* European officers, brought nothing but confuſion 
ce into the affairs of his government, and were entirely 
„ their own maſters,” 


VI 


THAT it appears that the Nabob was not bound 
by any treaty to the maintenance, without his conſent, 
even of the old brigade; the Court of Directors having, 
in their letter af the 15th of December 1775, approved 
of keeping the ſame in his ſervice © provided it was 
*c done with the free conſent of the Soubah, and by no means 
* without it.” And the new brigade, and temporary 
corps, were raiſed on the expreſs condition that the ex- 
pence thereof ſhould be charged on the Nabob only 
* for ſo long a time as be ſhould require the corps for bis 
« ſervice.” And the Court of Directors expreſs to the 
Governor General and Council their ſenſe of the ſaid 
agreement in the following terms: # Bur if you intend 
* to exert your influence, firſt to induce the Vizier to 
« acquieſce in your propoſal, and afterwards to compel 
* him to keep the troops in his pay during your pleaſure, 
$ your intents are unjuſt; and a correſpondent conduct 
i. would fie great diſhonour on the Company.” 
ye vll. EI 

THAT in anſwer to the decent and humble repre+ 
ſentation aforeſaid of the Nabob of Oude, the allega- 
tions of which, ſo far as they relate to the diſtreſſed ſtate 
of the Nabob's finances, and his total inability to diſ- 
charge the demands made on him, were confirmed by 
the teſtimony of the Engliſh Refident at Oude, neh 
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which the ſaid Haſtings did not deny, in the whole or in 
any part thereof, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did, 
on pretence of certain political dangers, declare the 
relief deſired, to be without hefitation zotally inadmiſ- 
« fible;” and did falſely and maliciouſly infinuate, 
that the tone in which the demands of the Nabob were 
« afferted, and the ſeaſon in which they were made, 
« did give cauſe for the moſt alarming ſuſpicions.” And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a letter to the Nabob 
aforeſaid, written in haughty and inſolent language, 
and without taking any notice of the diſtreſſes of the 
ſaid Nabob, alledged and verified as before recited, 
require and inſiſt upon your [the Nabob's] granting 
* tuncaws | afhgnments | for the full amount of their 
« ſthe Company's] demands upon you for the current 
6 year, and on your reſerving funds ſufficient to anſwer 
c“ them, even ſhould the deficiencies of your revenues com- 
„ pel you to leave your own troops unprovided for, or ta 
& diſoand a part of them, to enable you to effect it.“ 
VIII, x 

THAT in a letter written at the ſame time to the 

Reſident Purling, and intended for his directions in en- 


forcing on the Nabob the unjuſt demands aforeſaid, the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings hath aflerted, in direct contra- 
diction to the treaties ſubſiſting between the ſaid Nabob 
and the Company, * that be [the Nabob] ſtands en- 


« gaged to our Government to maintain the Engliſh 


& armies, waich, at his own Tequeſt, have been formed 
c for the protection of his dominions ; and that it is 
« our part, and not his, to judge and determine in what 
& manner and at what time theſe ſhall be reduced and with- 
*& drawn.” And ina minute of conſultation, when the 
aforeſaid meaſure was propoſed by the ſaid Haſtings to 
the Supreme Council, he did affirm and maintain, that 
the troops aforeſaid “ had now no /eparate or diſtinct 
« exiſtence from ours, and may be properly ſaid ta 
ce confiſt of our whole military eſtabliſhment, with the 
« exception only of our European infantry; and that 
* they could not be withdrawn without impoſing on 
« the Company the additional burden of them, or diſ- 
de banding nine battalions of diſciplined ſepoys, and 
F three regiments of horſe, E 

| IX, THAT 
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IX. | 
THAT in the minute of conſultation aforeſaid, he; 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, hath farther, in juſtification 
of the violent and arbitrary proceedings aforeſaid, aſſert- 
ed, * that the arrangement of meaſures between the 
« Britiſh Government and their allies, the native 
* powers of India muſt, in caſe of diſagreement about 
cc the neceſſity thereof, be decided by the ſtrongeſt; and 
hath thereby advanced a dangerous and moſt indecently- 
expreſſed poſition, ſubverſive of the rights of allies, and 
tending to breed war and confuſion, inſtead of cordi- 
ality and co-operation amongſt them, and to deſtroy all 
confidence of the Princes of India in the faith and juſ- 
tice of the Engliſh nation: and the faid Haſtings 
having farther, in the minute aforeſaid, preſumed to 
threaten to bring to puniſhment, if my influence 
[his the ſaid Haſtings's, influence] “ can produce that 
« effect, thoſe incendiaries who have endeavoured to 
© make themſelves the inſtruments of divifion between 
„ us,” hath, as far as in him lay, obſtructed the 
rformance of one of the moſt eſſential duties of a 
Princh, engaged in an unequal alliance with a preſiding 
ſtate—that of repreſenting the grievances of his ſub- 
jects to that more powerful ſtate, by whoſe acts they 
ſuffer ; leaving thereby the governing power in total 
2 of the effects of its own meaſures; and to 
the oppreſſed people no other choice than the alterna- 
tive of an unqualified ſubmiſſion, or a reſiſtance pro- 
ductive of conſequences more fatal. 


X. 


THAT all relief being denied to the Nabob, in the 
manner and on the grounds aforeſaid, the demands of 
the Company on the ſaid Nabob in the year following, 
that is to ſay, in the year 1780, did amount to the 
enormous ſum of 1, 400, oool. ſterling, and the diſtreſs 
of the province did rapidly increaſe, | 


XI, 
THAT the Nabob, on the 24th of February of the 
ſame year, did _ write to the Governor General, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, a letter, in which he ex- 
L 1 preſſed 
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preſſed his conſtant friendſhip to the Company, and his 
ſubmiſhon and obedience to their orders; and aſſert- 
ing, that he had not troubled them with any of his 
dithculties, truſting they would learn them from other 
uarters, and that he ſhould be relieved by their friend- 
ip :* But (he ſays) when the knife had penetrated to 
* the bone, and I was ſurrounded with ſuch heavy diſ- 
& trefſes, that I could no longer live in expectations, 
* 1 then wrote an account of my difficulties. The 
« anſwer I have reccived to it is ſuch, that it has 
6 r me inexpreſſible grief and affliction. I never 
ad the leaſt idea or expectation from you and the 
Council, that you would have given your orders in 
« ſo affiiting a manner, in which you never before wrote, 
* and I could never have imagined. | have delivered 
up all my private papers to him, [the Reſident] that 
after examining my receipts and expences, he may 
© take whatever remains. That as I know it to be my 
« duty to fatisfy you, [the Company and Council] I 
«© have not failed to obey in any inftance ; but re- 
% queſted of him, that it might be done fo as not to 
« diſtreſs me in my necęſſary expences. There being 
* no other funds but thole for the expences of my 
% mutſeddies | clerks and 3 houſchold ex- 
c pences, and ſervants, &c. he demanded thele in ſuch 
ce a manner, that, being remedileſs, I was obliged to 
* comply with what he required. He has accordingly 
«« ſtopped the penſions of my old ſervants for thirty years, 
« whether ſepoys, | ſoldiers | mutſeddies ¶ ſecretaries and 
& accountants | or houſehold ſervants, and the expences of 
« my family and kitchen, together with the jagbires of my 
« grandmother, mother, and aunts, and of my brothers and 
*« dependants, which were for their ſupport.” 


XII. 


THAT in anſwer to the letter aforeſaid, the Reſi- 
dent received from the ſaid Warren Haſtings and 
Council an order to perſevere in the demand to its ful- 
leſt extent, that is to ſay, to the amount of 1, 400, oool. 
ſterling. 


XIII. THAT 


E 
h 
a 
N 
O 
1 
b 
ft 
w 


rer 259 


XIII. 
THAT on the 15th of May the Nabob replied, 


complaining, in an humble and ſuppliant manner, of 
his diſtreſſed fituation ; that he had at firſt oppoſed the 
aſſigning to the uſe of the Company the eſtates of his 
mother, of his grandmother, of one of his uncles, and 
of the ſons of another ; but that, in obedience to the 
injunctions of the gentlemen of the Council, it had 
been done, to the amount, on the whole, of 80,0001. 
ſterling a year, or thereabouts: that whatever effects. 
were in the country, with even his table, his animals, 
and the ſalaries of his ſervants, were granted in aſſign- 
ments: that beſides theſe, if they were reſolved again 
to compel him to give up the eſtates of his parents and 
relations, which were granted them for their mainte- 
nance, they were at the Company's diſpoſal ; ſaying, 
If the Council have directed you to attach them, do 
cc it: in the country no farther ſources remain. I have 
* no means; for I have not a ſubſiſtence. How long 
* ſhall I dwell upon my misfortunes ?” 


XIV. 


THAT the truth of the ſaid remonſtrances was not 
diſputed, nor the tone in which they were written com- 
plained of, the ſame being ſubmiſſive, and even abject, 
though the cauſe (his diſtreſſes) was by the ſaid Haſ- 
tings, in a great degree, and in terms the moſt offen- 
ſive, attributed to the Nabob himſelf; but no relief 
was given, and the ſame unwarrantable eſtabliſhments 
were maintained, and the ſame ruinous expences were 
kept up. 

| XV, 

THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings having conſider- 
ed as incendiaries thoſe who adviſed the remonſtrances 
aforeſaid, and to prevent the ſame in future, having de- 
nounced vengeance on thoſe concerned therein, did, 
for the purpole of keeping in his own power all repre- 
ſentations of the ſtate of the court pee pen afore- 
ſaid, and to ſubject both the one and the other to his 
own arbitrary will, and to draw to himſelf and to his 
creatures the management of the Nabob's revenues, in 
deſiance of the orders of the Court of Directors, a ſe» 
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cond time recal Mr. Briſtow, the Company's Refident, 
from the Court of Oude ; having once before recalled 
him, as the ſaid Directors expreſs themſelves, “ with- 
e out the ſhadow of a charge being exhibited againſt 
© him ;” and having, on the occafion and time now 
ſtated, produced no ſpecific charge againſt the ſaid 
Reſident ; —and he, the ſaid Haſtings, did appoint 
Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. to ſucceed him, it bein 
his declared | nia, bs that he muſt have a perſon of 
bis own confidence in that ſituation. 


XVI. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had re- 
fuſed all relief to the diſtreſſes of the Nabob, in the 
manner aforeſaid, and had deſcribed thoſe who adviſed 
the repreſentation of the grievances of Oude as incen- 
diaries, did himſelf, in a minute of the 21ſt of May 
1781, deſcribe that province © as fallen into a ſtate of 
great diſorder and confuſion, and its reſources in an 
* extraordinary degree diminiſhed ;” and did ſtate, 
that his preſence in the ſaid province was requeſted by 
the Nabob; and that vnleſs ſome effectual meaſures 
were taken for his relief, he [the Nabob | muſt be un- 
der the neceſſity of leaving his country, and coming 
down to Calcutta, to repreſent the firuation of his go- 
vernment. And Mr, Wheler did declare, chat the 
 Goyernar General's repreſentation of the ſtate of that 
province “ was but too well founded; and was con-: 
** vinced that it would require his utmoſt abilities and 
* powers, applied and exerciſed on the ſpot, to re: 
F< ſtore it to its former good order and affluence.” 


XVII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conſequence 
pf the minute aforeſaid, did graut to himſelf, and did 
rocure the conſent of his only colleague, Edward 
heler, Eſq. to a commiſſion or delegation, with 
powers“ to aſſiſt the Nabob Vizier in forming ſuch 
ic regulations as may be neceſſary for the peace and 
56 good order of his government, the improvement of 
** his revenue, and the adjuſtment of the mutual con- 
fs cerns ſubſiſting between him and the —_— 7 
M | n 
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And in the ſaid commiſſion or delegation, he, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, did cauſe to be inſerted certain 
powers and proviſions, of a new and dangerous nature, 
(that is to ſay) reciting the bufineſs before mentioned, 
he did convey to himſelf “ ſuch authority to enforce 
ce the ſame, as the Governor General and Council might 
c or could exerciſe, on occaſions in which they could be war- 
* ranted to exerciſe the ſame ; and to form and conclude 
ce ſuch ſeveral engagements or treaties with the Nabob 
4 Vizier, the Government of Berar, and with any 
& chiefs or powers of Hindoſtan, as he ſhould judge 
* expedient or neceſſary.“ Towards the concluſion 
of the act or inſtrument aforeſaid are the words follow - 
ing; viz. It is hereby declared, that all ſuch acts, 
** and all ſuch engagements or treaties aforeſaid, ſhall 
* be binding on the Governor General and Council in 
* the ſame manner, and as effetually, as if they had 
« been done and paſſed by the ſpecific and immediate con- 
e currence and attual junction of the Governor General and 
« Council, in council aſſembled.” And the ſaid powers 
were, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, given by himſelf 
and the ſaid Wheler, under the teal of the Company, 
on the 3d of July 1781. | 


XVIII. 


THAT the ſaid commiſſion, — — to him, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, the whole functions of the Coun- 
cil, is deſtructive to the conſtitution thereof, and is 
contrary to the Company's ſtanding orders, and is il- 
legal. ONES | | 

XIX. 

THAT in virtue of thoſe powers, and the illegal de- 
legation aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he 
had finiſhed his buſineſs at Benares, did procure a meet - 
ing with the Nabob of Oude, at a place called Chunar, 
upon the confines of the country of Benares, and did 


there enter into a treaty, or pretended treaty, with the 
ſaid Nabob ; one part of which the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


tings did pretend was drawn up from a ſeries of requi- 


ſitions preſented to him by the Nabob, but which re- 
guifitions, or any copy thereof, or of any other * 
| : ; ria 
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rial document relative thereto, he did not at the time 
tranſmit to the Preſidency; the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
forming Mr, Wheler, that the Reſident, Middleton, 
had taken the authentic papers relative to this tranſac- 
tion with him to Lucknow: and it does not appear 
that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ever reclaim the 
ſaid papers, in order to record them at the Preſidency, 
to be tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, as it was 
his duty to do. 
XX. 


THAT the pur port of certain articles of the ſaid 
treaty, on the part of the Company, was, that in con- 
fideration of the Nabob's inability (which inability the 
preamble of the treaty aſſerts to have been “ repeat. 
„ edly and ungently repreſented,” to ſupport the ex- 
pences of the temporary brigade, and of three regi- 
ments of cavalry, and alſo of the Britiſh officers, with 
their battalions, and of other gentlemen, who were 
then paid by him, the ſeveral corps aforeſaid, and the 
other gentlemen (with the exception of the Refident's 
office, then on the Nabob's lift, and a regiment of ſepoys 
for the Refident's guard) ſhould, after a term of two 
and a half months, be no longer at his [the Nabob's] 
charge. — The true meaning of this being, that no 
* more troops than one brigade, and the pay and al- 
& Jowances of a regiment of ſepoys,” (as aforeſaid to 
the Refident) amounting in the whole to 342, oool. a 
year, ſhould be paid by the Nabob. And that no off- 
cers, troops, or others, ſhould be put upon the Nabob's eftar 
plifpment, excluſive of thoſe in the ſaid treaty ſtipu- 
jared, | 

XXI. 

THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did defend and 
juſtify the ſaid articles, in which the troops aforeſaid 
were to be removed from the Nabob's eſtabliſhment, 
by declaring as follows:“ That the aFual diſburſe- 
£ ments to thoſe troops had fallen upon our own funds, 
c“ and that we ſupport a body of troops, eſtabliſhed 
te /olely for the defence of the Nabob's poſſeſſions, af 
F© our 0wn expence, It is true, we charge the Nabob 
be with this expence; but the large balance * 
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tc que from him ſhews too juſtly the little proſpect, 
« there was of diſengaging ourſelves from a burden 
ce which was daily adding to our diſtreſſes, and muſt. 
& ſoon become inſupportable, although it were granted 
« that the Nabob's debt, then ſuffered to accumulate, 
*& might at ſome future period be liquidated ; and that this 
«© meaſure would ſubſtantially effect an inſtant relief 
cc to the pecuniary diſtreſſes of the Company.“ 


XXII. 


THAT Nathaniel Middleton, the Refident, did 
alſo declare, that he would at all times teſtify, ** that 
upon the plan of the foregoing years, the receipts 
« from the Nabob were only a deception, and not an ad- 
« vantage, but an injury to the Company ;” and “ that 
& a remiſſion to the Nabob of this imn/ufferable burden, 
« was a profit to the Company.” And the ſaid Haſ- 
tings did aſſert, that the force of the Company was not 
leflened by withdrawing the temporary troops ; al- 
though (when it fuited the purpoſe of the ſaid Haſ- 
tings, in denying uſt relief to the diſtreſſes of the ſaid 
Nabob of ar he had not ſcrupled to aſſert the di- 
rect contrary of the poſitions by him maintained in 
juſtification of the treaty of Chunar, having, in his 
minute aforeſaid, of the 15th of December 1779, aſ- 
ſerted, that theſe troops” ¶ the troops maintained by 
the Nabob of Oude] © had no 18 or diſtinct ex- 
« iſtence, and may be properly ſaid to conſiſt of our 
« whole military eſtabliſhment, with the exception 
« only of our European infantry ; and that they could 
* not be withdrawn, without impoſing on the Company 
* the additional burden of their expence, or diſbanding 
* nine battalions of diſciplined ſepoys, and three regi- 
«© ments of horſe.” 


XXIII. 


THAT he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in juſtifica- 
tion of his agreement to withdraw the troops aforeſaid 
from the territories and pay of the Nabob of Oude, did 
farther declare, “ that he had been too much accuſ- 
« tomed to the tales of hoſtile preparation, and im- 
« pending invaſions, againſt all the evidence of poli- 
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« tical 3 to regard them as any other than 
« phantoms, raiſed fot the purpoſe of perpetuating or 
“ multiplying commands ;” and he did truſt, all ideas + 
of danger from the neighbouring powers was altoge- * ©? 
ther viſionary; and that, even if they had been better | 
founded, this mode of anticipating poſſible evils would 
be more miſchievous than any thing they had reaſon to 
apprehend, and that the internal ſtate of the Nabob's 
dominions did not require the continuance of the ſaid 
troops ; and that the N abob, whoſe concern it was, and 
« not ours,” did affirm the ſame ; notwithſtanding he, 4 
the ſaid Haſtings, had before, in anſwer to the humble 4 
ſupplications of the Nabob, aſſerted, that“ it was our 
« part, and not his, to judge and determine in what 
4% manner, and at what time, they ſhould be reduced 
& or withdrawn.” a = 


XXIV. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in ſupport of his 
meaſure of withdrawing the ſaid brigade, and other 
troops, did alſo repreſent, that“ the remote ſtations of 
« thoſe troops, placing the commanding officers be- 
« yond the notice and control of the Board, afforded 
% too much opportunity and temptation for unwar- 
te rantable emoluments, and excited the contagion of | 
ee peculation and rapacity throughout the whole army; and ; | 
cc as an inſtance thereof, that a Court Martial, com- N 
« poſed of officers of rank and reſpectable characters, 
cc unanimouſly and honourably, * moſt honourably,” | 
& acquitted an officer upon an acknowledged fact, | 
& which in times of ſtricter diſcipline would have been | 
& deemed a crime deſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment.” | 
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THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in the let- 
ter aforeſaid contradicted all the grounds and reaſons 
by him aſſigned for keeping up the aforeſaid eſtabliſh- 
ment, and having declared his own conviction, that the 
whole was a fallacy and impoſition, and a detriment to | 
the Company inſtead of a benefit, circumſtances (if 
they are true) which he might and ought to have well 
known, was guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor, 
in 


r by 
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in carrying on the impoſture and deluſion aforeſaid, 


and in an inſupportable burden and grie- 


vance upon the Nabob for ſeveral years, without at- 
tending to his repeated ſupplications to be relieved 
therefrom, to the utter ruin of his country, and to the 
deſtruction of the diſcipline of the Britiſh troops, by 
diffuſing among them a pon ſpirit of peculation 
and the ſaid Haſtings hath committed a grievous of- 
fence in upholding the ſame pernicious ſyſtem, until by 
his own confeſſion and declaration, in his minute of 
the 21ſt of May 1787, © the evils had pon to fo 
« great an height, that exertions will required 
« more powerful than can be made through the dele- 
«« gated authority of the ſervants of the Company now 
« in the province; and that he was far from ſanguine 
« in his expectations, that even his own endeavours 
«© would be attended with much ſucceſs.” 


| XXVI. 

THAT at the time of making the ſaid treaty, and 
at the time when, under colour of the diſtreſs of the 
Nabob of Oude, and the failure of all other means for 
his relief, he, the ſaid Haſtings, broke the Company's 
faith with the parents of the Nabob, and firſt encou- 
raged, and afterwards compelled him to _— them 
of their landed eſtates, money, jewels, and houſehold 
goods; and while the ſaid Nabob continued heavily in 
debt to the Company, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
did, “ without hefitation,” accept of, and receive from, 


the Nabob of Oude and his miniſters, (who are noto- 


riouſly known to be not only under his influence, but 
under his abſolute command) a bribe, or unlawful gift 
or preſent, of one hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, 
and upwards :— That even if the ſaid pretended gift 
could be ſuppoſed to be voluntary, it was contrary to 
the expreſs proviſion of the regulating act of the 13th 
year of His Majeſty's reign, prohibiting the receipt of 
all preſents, upon any pretence whatſoever, and contrary 
to his own ſenſe of the true intent and meaning of the 
ſaid act, declared upon a ſimilar, but not ſo ſtrong a 
caſe ; that is, where the ſervice done, and the preſent 
offered m return for it, had taken place before the pro- 
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mulgation of the above laws in India; on that occa- 
fion he declared, * that the excluſion, by an a& of 
Parliament, admitted of no abatement or evaſion, 
4 wherever its authority extended.“ 


XXVII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, confiding in an 


intereſt which he ſuppoſed himſelf to have formed in 
the Eaſt-India Houſe, did endeavour to prevail on the 
Court of Directors to violate the ſaid act, and to ſuffer 
him to appropriate the money, ſo illegally accepted by 
him, to his own profit, as a reward for his ſervices. 


é XXVIII. 
THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings has ſince declared 


to the Court of Directors, that when fortune threw a 


ſum in his way (meaning the ſum of money above men- 
tioned) of a magnitude which could not be concealed, be 
choſe to apprize bis employers of it; thereby confeſſing, 
that but for the magnitude of the ſame rendering it dit- 


ficult to be concealed, he never would have diſcovered | 


it to them, And the ſaid unlawful preſent being re- 
ceived at the time when, for reaſons directly contradic- 


tory of all his former recorded declarations, he did 


agree to remove the aforeſaid troops from the Nabob's 
dominions, and to recall the penſioners aforeſaid, it 
muſt be preſumed, that he did not agree to give the 
relief (which he had before ſo obſtinately refuſed) 
upon the grounds and motives of juſtice, policy, or 
humanity, but in conſideration of the ſum of money 
aforeſaid, which in a time of ſuch extreme diſtreſs in the 
Nabob's affairs could not be rationally given, except for 
thoſe and other conceffions, ſtipulated for in the ſaid 
treaty, but which had on former occafions been refuſed. 


XXIX. 


THAT notwithſtanding his, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings's, receipt of the preſent of 100, oool. as aforeſaid, 
he did violate every one of the ſtipulations of the ſaid 
treaty ; and particularly he did continue in the country, 
and in the ſervice of the Nobob of Oude, thoſe troops 


which he had ſo ſo recently ſtipulated to withdraw _ 
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his country, and to take from his eſtabliſhment ; for 
upon the 24th of December following, he did order the 
temporary brigade, making ten battalions of 500 men 
each, to be again put on the Vizier's liſt; although he 
had recently informed the Court of Directors, through 
Edward Wheler, Eſq. that any benefit to be derived 
frem the Nabeb's paying that brigade, was a fallacy 
and a deception, and that the ſame was a charge upon the 
Company, and not an a/leviation of its diſtreſſes, as well 
as an inſupportable burden to the Nabob. Thus having, 
within a ſhort ſpace of time, twice contradicted hinz- 
ſelf, both in declaration and in conduct. 


XXX. 


THAT this meaſure, in direct violation of a treaty of 
not three months duration, was ſo injudicious, that, in 
the opinion of the Aſſiſtant- reſident, Johnſon, © nothing 
6c le than blows could effect it.” He, the ſaid Reſident 
farther adding, that the Nabob was not even able to 
« pay off the arrears ſtill due to it [the new brigade]; 
and that the troops being all in arrears, and no poſſi- 
& bility of preſent payment, ſo large a body aſſem- 
& bled here [viz. at Lucknow] without any means to 
& check and control them, nothing but diſorder could 
« follow. As one proof that the Nabob is as badly off 
« for funds as we are, I may inform you, that his ca- 
, valry roſe this day upon him, and went all armed to 
de the palace, to demand from thirteen to eighteen 
«© months arrears, and were with great difficulty per- 
& ſuaded to retire, which was probably more effected 
ce by a body of troops getting under arms to go againſt 
* them, than any other conſideration,” But the letter 
of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, of the 24th of Decem- 
ber, giving the above orders for the infraction of the 
treaty, and to which the letter, from whence the fore- 
going extracts are taken, is an anſwer, doth not appear, 
any otherwiſe than as the ſame is recited in the ſaid 
anſwer. 


XXXI. 


a THAT), notwithſtanding the diſorders and deficien- 
cies in the revenue aforeſaid had continued and increaſed, 
Mm 2 and 
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and that three yery large balances had accumulated, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did cauſe the treaſury accounts at 
Calcutta to be examined and ſcrutinized, and an account 
of another arrear, compoſed of yarious articles, pre- 
tended to have accumulated during ſeven years pre- 
vious to the year 1779 (the articles compoſing which, 
if they had been juſt, ought to have been charged at the 
times they ſeverally became due) was ſent to the Reſi- 
dent, and payment thereof demanded, to the amount of 
260,000]. ſterling; which unexpected demand, in ſo diſ- 
treſſed a ſituation, did not a little embarraſs the Nabob. 
But whilſt he and his miniſters were examining into the 
ſaid unexpected demand, another, and fifth balance, 
made up of ſimilar forgotten articles, was demanded, 
to the amount of 140,000l. ſterling more: which ſaid 
two laſt demands did fo terrify and confound the Na- 


bob and his miniſters, that they declared that the Re- 


ſident might at once take the country, fince juſtice 
«« was out of the queſtion,” | 


X XXII. £ 


THAT the ſaid Haſtings, in order to add to the con- 
fuſion, perplexity, and diſtreſs of the Nabob's affairs, 
did ſend to his Court (in which he had already a Reſident 
and Aſſiſtant refident) two ſecret agents, Major Palmer 
and Major Davy, and did inſtruct Major Palmer to make 
a variety of new claims, one of a loan to the Compan 
of 600,000. ſterling, although he well knew the N bob 
was himſelf heavily in arrear to the Company, and was 
utterly unable to diſcharge the ſame, as well as in arrear 
to his own troops and to many individuals, and that he 
borrowed (when he could at all borrow) at an intereſt 
of near thirty per cent. To this demand was added a 
new bribe or unlawful preſent to himſelf, to the amount 
of 100,000]. ſterling, which he did not refuſe as un- 
lawful, and of evil example, but as indplicate in the Na- 
bob's preſent ſituation; and did, as if the ſame was his 
own property, preſume to diſpoſe of it, and to deſire 
the transfer of it, as of his own bounty, to the Com- 

any his maſters. To this ſecond demand, he the ſaid 
ſtings added a third demand, of 120, oool. ſterling, 
for four additional regiments on the Nabob's lift, 2 * 
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he had ſolemnly engaged to take off the ten with which 
it had been burdened ; the whole of the claims through 
his private agent aforeſaid, making the ſum of 8 20, oool. 
ſterling. 


XXXIII. 


THAT the demands, claims, &c. made by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings upon the Government of Oude, in 
that year amounted to the enormous ſum of 2,530,000], 
ſterling, which (joined to the arrrears to troops, and 
ſome internal failures, amounting to 255,000, ſterling 
more) the whole charge aroſe to 2, 785, oool, ſterling, 
which was conſiderably more than double the net pro- 
duce of the Nabob's revenue, the fame 6nly amounting 
to 1,4 50,0001, «4 m revenue, never completely 
« realized,” 

XXXIV, 

THAT, towards 3 for theſe extravagant de- 
mands, he, the ſaid Warren aſtings, did direct and au- 
thorize another breach of the public faith, given in the 
treaty of Chunar. For whereas, by the ſecond article 
of the treaty aforeſaid, it was left to the Nabab's diſ- 
cretian, whether or not he ſhould reſume the landed 
eſtates called jaghires, within his dominions ; and, not- 
withſtanding the ſaid Haſtings, in defence of the faid 
article, did declare, that the Nabob ſhould be left to 
the exerciſe of his own authority and pleaſure reſpect- 
ing them, yet he the ſaid Haſtings, did authorize a vio- 
lent compulſion to be uſed tqwards the faid Nabob, for 
accompliſhing an univerſal confiſcation of that ſpecies 
of landed property; and in fo daing he did alſo com- 
pel the Nabob to break his faith with all the landhol- 
ders of that deſcriprion, nat only in violating the aſſu- 


rance of his own original grants, but his affurance re- 


cently given, when being preſſed by the Company, he 
{the Nabod had mage a temporary * the 
profits of the lands aforeſaid, in the manner of a com- 
8 loan ; for the re · payment of which he gave his 
zonds and obligations: and although he »4 at the 
fame time ſolemnly pledged his faith, that he. never 
would again reſort ta the like oppreſſiye meaſure, yet 
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he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did cauſe him to be com- 
pelled to confiſcate the eſtates of at leaſt ſixty- ſeven 
of the principal perſons of his country, comprehending 
therein his own neareſt relations, and the ancient friends 
and dependants of his family :- the annual value of the 
faid eſtates thus confiſcated, amounting to 43 5,000l. 
ſterling, or thereabouts, upon an old valuation, but 
ſtated by the Reſident Middleton as being found to 
yield conſiderably more, e 


X XXV. 


THAT the violent and unjuſt meaſure aforeſaid, ſub- 
verſive of property, utterly deſtructive of ſeveral an- 
cient and conſiderable families, and moſt diſhonourable 
to the Britiſh Government, did produce an univerſal 
diſcontent, and the greateſt contuſion throughout the 
whole country; the ſaid confiſcated lands being on this 
occaſion put to rack rents, and the people grievouſly 
oppreſſed. And to prevent a poſhbility.of redreſs, at 
leaſt for a conſiderable time, the ſaid confiſcated eſtates 
were mortgaged (it appearing orherwiſe impracticable 
to make an approach towards ſatisfying the exorbitant 
demands of the ſaid Haſtings) for a great ſum, to cer» 
tain uſurious bankers or money dealers at Benares, 


XXXVI. 


THAT beſides theſe enormous demands, in part 
made for the ſupport of ſeveral corps of troops under 
Britiſh officers, which, by the treaty of Chunar, ought 
to have been removed, very large extra charges, not 
belonging to the military liſt of the ſaid Nabob, and 
ſeveral penſions were continued, and others newly put 
on; namely, an allowance to Sir Eyre Coote of 1 5,554 
rupees per month (being upwards of 18,6641. ſterling 
e. and an allowance to Trevor Wheler, Eſquire, 
of 5000 rupees per month (or 600ol. ſterling, and up- 
wards, a year) and the whole of the ſettled charges, 
not of a military nature, to Britiſh ſubjects, did amount 
to little leſs than 140, oool, yearly; and if other allow- 
ances, not included in the eſtimate, were added, would 

reatly exceed that ſum, beſides much more which may 


juſtly ſuſpected to have been paid, no part — 
had 
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had at that time been brought forward in any public 
account. 
| XXXVII. 

THAT the commander of one of theſe corps, of 
whoſe burden the ſaid Nabob did complain, was Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Alexander Hannay, who did farm the 
revenues of certain diſtricts, called Baraitch and Go- 
rachpore, which the ſaid Haſtings, in the gth article 
of his inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow, did eſtimate at 23 
| lacks of rupees, or 230,000). per annum; but under 
his, the ſaid Hannay's management, the collections did 
greatly decline; complaints were made that the coun- 
tries aforeſaid were harraſſed and oppreſſed, and the 
ſame did fall into confuſion ; and at lait the inhabitaats 
broke out into a general rebellion. 


XXXVIII. 


THAT the far greater part of the ſaid heavy liſt was 
authoriſed or ordered by him the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, for the purpoſe of extending his own corrupt in- 
fluence. For it doth appear, that at the time when he 
did pretend, in conformity to the treaty of Chunar 
Fforeſaid, to remove the Company's. ſervants, “civil 
and military, from the Court and ſervice of the 
« Vizier,” he did affert, that he thereby did “ diminiſh 
« his own influence, as well as that of his colleagues, by 
*© narrowing the line of patronage; which proves, that 
the offices, penſions, and other emoluments aforeſaid, 
in Oude, were of his patronage, as his patronage could 
not be diminiſhed by taking away the ſaid offices, &c. 
unleſs the ſame had been ſubſtantially of his gift; and 
he did, at the time of the pretended reformation afore- 
faid, expreſs both his knowledge of the exiſtence of 
the ſaid exceſſive and abuſive eſtabliſhments, and his 
ſenſe of his duty in taking them away; for in agreeing 
to the article in the treaty of Chunar, for aboliſhing 
the ſaid eſtabliſhments, he did declare himſelf “ actuated 
4 ſolely by motives of juſtice to the Nabob, and a re- 
« pard to the honour of our national character; and, 


according to his own repreſentation, the ſaid ſervants 
| of 
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of the Company, civil and military, “ by their num» 
« hers, their influence, and the exormous amount of their 
„ falarics, penſions, and emoluments, were an intoler- 
able burden on the revenues and authority of the 
« Vizier; and expoſed us to the envy and reſentment of 
* the whole country, by excluding the native ſervants 
« and adherents of the Vizier from the rewards of their 
« ſervices and attachments.” | 


XXXIX. 


THA che revenue of the country being anticipa- 
ted, mortgaged, and delapidated, by the counſel, con- 
c urrence, connivance, and influence, and often by 
the direct order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the 
whole civil government, magiſtracy, and adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, gradually declined ; and at length to- 
rally ceaſed, though the whole of the vaſt provinces 
which compoſe the territory of Oude; and no power 
was Viſible therein, but that of the farmers of the re- 
venue, attended by bodies of troops to enforce the 
collections; inſomuch that robberies, affaſfinations, 
and acts of every deſcription of outrage and violence, 
were perpetrated with impunity ; and even in the ca- 
pital city of Lucknow, the ſeat of the ſovereign power 

there was no court of juſtice whatever to take cognit, 


rance of fuch offences a 


XL. 
THA the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when he did inter- 
ferc in the Government of Oude, was obliged by his 
duty to interfere for the good purpoſes of government, 
and not merely for the purpoſe of extorting money 
therefrom, and enriching his own dependants ; which 
latter purpoſe alone he did effect in the manner before 
mentioned, but not one of the former. For the ſaid Haſ- 
tings having procured the extraordinary powers given 
by and to himſelf by his delegation of the 42d of July 
1781, did declare the fame to be for the purpoſe, 
among many others, of aſſiſting the Nabob Vizier in 
forming ſuch regulations as may be neceflary — the 
peace and good order of his government, and the im- 


* provement of his revenue. And in conſequeence 
of 
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of the ſaid powers the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the 
treaty of Chunar, obtain an article from the Nabob, by 
which the ſaid Nabob did promiſe to attend to his 
advice in the reformation of his civil adminiſtration ; 
and he did give certain inſtructions to the Refident, 
Middleton, to which he did require him to yield the 
moſt implicit obedience ; and did in one article thereof 
direct him to urge the Nabob to endeavour gradually, 
if it could not be done at once, to eſtabliſh courts of 
adawlet [ juſtice] and that the darogas, [chief criminal 
magiſtrates] moulabies, [conſulting or aſſiſtant lawyers] 
and other officers, ſhould be ſelected by the miniſters, 
with bis the Refident's concurrence : and afterwards, 
in his inſtructions to the Reſident Briſtow, deſiring him 
to purſue the ſame object, he declared his opinion, 
« that the want of ſuch courts, and the extreme li- 
« centiouſneſs occaſioned thereby, is one of the moſt 
« diſreputable defects in his Highneſs the Nabob's go- 
« vernment. And that while they do not exiſt, every 
« man knows the hazard which he incurs in lending 
c his money.” But he did give him the ſaid Reſident, 
no poſitive inſtruction concerning the ſame, ſuppoſing 
the eſtabliſhment of ſuch courts a matter of difficulty ; 
and did therefore leave him a latitude in his proceed- 
ings therein. 
| XLI. 


THAT the ſaid Reſident Briſtow did, however, 
in conformity to the ſaid inſtructions, at laſt given 
with ſuch latitude, endeavour to prevail on the 
Nabob's Miniſter, gradually to introduce courts of 
juſtice for jthe cognizance of crimes, by beginning 
to eſtabliſh a criminal court under a native Judge, 
to judge according to the Mahomedan law, in the 
city of Lucknow. But Hyder Beg Khan, a mi- 
niſter of the ſaid Warren Haſtings's nomination, 
and ſolely dependent upon him, did elude and ob- 
ſtru&, and in the end totally defeat, the eſtabliſhmenr 
of the ſame. | 


XLII. 


THAT the obſtruction aforeſaid, and the evil con- 


ſequences thergof, were duly repreſented to the ſaid 
N n Haſtings; 
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Haſtings ; and though the faid Haſtings had made ir 


the fourth article of a criminal charge againſt the Re- 
fident Middleton, “ that he did not report to the Go- 
« vernor General, or to the Board, the progreſs which 
© he had made from time to time in his endeavours to 
% comply with his inſtructions ; and that, if he met 
e with any impediments in the execution of them, he 
% had omitted to ſtate thoſe impediments, and to apply 
«& for freſh orders upon them;“ he the faid Haſtings 
did give no manner of ſupport to the Reſident Briſtow 
againſt the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, and did not even an- 
ſwer ſeveral of his the ſaid Briſtow's letters, ſtating the 
ſaid impediments, or take any notice of his remon- 
ſtrances ; but did at length revoke his own inftruc- 
tions, declaring that he, the ſaid Refident, ſhould not 
reſume to act upon the ſame; and yet did not furniſh 
Lim with any ackdrs upon which he might act; but 
did uphold the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan in the obſtruction 
by him given to the performance of the firſt and funda- 
mental ary of all government; namely, the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, and the protection of the lives and 
property of the ſubject againſt wrong and violence. 


XLIII. 


THAT the ſaid Haſtings did afterwards proceed to 
the length of criminating the Reſident Briſtow afore- 
faid, for his endeavours to eſtabliſh the ſaid neceſſary 
court, as an invaſion of the rights of the Nabob's go- 
vernment ; whereas, if the Nabob, in his own proper 
perſon and character, and not Hyder Beg (who was a 
creature of the ſaid Haſtings) had oppoſed the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of juſtice in the ſaid country, it was the duty 
of the ſaid Haſtings to have preſſed the ſame upon him 
by every exertion of his influence. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, for having pretended an attention to 
the Nabob's authority, when exerciſed by his the ſaid 
Haſtings's Miniſter, in preventing the eſtabliſhment of 
courts of juſtice for the protection of life and property 
at the ſame time that he did not hefitate, in the caſe o 
the confiſcation of the Jaghires, and the proceedings 
againſt the mother and grandmother of the Nabob, to- 
tally to ſuperſede his authority, and to force his incli- 
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nations in acts which overturned all the laws of pro- 
perty, and offered violence to all the ſentiments of na- 
tural affection and duty, accuſing at the ſame time his 
inſtruments for not going to the utmoſt lengths in the 
execution of his orders, 1s guilty of an high crime and 
miſdemeanor. 


| XLIV. 

THAT the faid Haſtings did highly aggravate his 
offence, in diſcountenancing and diſcouraging the re- 
eſtabliſhment of magiſtracy, law, and order, in the 
country of Oude; infomuch as he did in the eighth 
article of his inſtructions to the Refident Briſtow, order 
him to exerciſe powers which ought to have been exer- 
ciſed by lawful magiſtrates, and in a manner agreeable 
to law. And in the ſaid article he did ſtate the preva- 
lence of rebellion in the ſaid country of Oude, as if re- 
bellion could exiſt in a country in which there was no 
magiſtracy, and no protection for lite or property, and 
in which the native authority had no force whatever ; 
and in which he himſelf ſtates the exerciſe of Britiſh 
authoriry to be an abſolute uſurpation : and he did ac- 
cordingly direct a rigorous profecution againſt the of- 
fence of rebellion under ſuch circumſtances, bur 
with a fair and impartial inquiry ;” when at the ſame 
time he did not permit the eſtabliſhment of thoſe courts 
of juſtice and that magiſtracy, by which alone rebellion 
could be prevented, or a fair and impartial inquiry re- 
lative to the ſame could be had. And particularly he 
did inſtruct the ſaid Reſident to obtain the Nabob's 
order for employing ſome ſure means” for appre- 
hending certain zemindars, and particularly three, in 
the inſtruction named, againſt whom he the ſaid Haſt- 
ings did charge, upon what he calls good information, 


founded upon ſome facts, to which he aſſerts he has the 


teſtimony of ſeveral witneſſes, that they had the de- 
« ſtruction of Colonel Hannay, and the officers under 
&* his command, as their immediate object, and ulti- 
« mately the extirpation of the Engliſh influence and 
«© power throughout all the Nabob's dominions ;” and 
that they did ſtill perſevere in their rebellious conduct 


without deviation, though the Nabob's, and not our 


n 2 % Govern» 


we 
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6 Government, was then the object of it.” And he 
did direct the ſaid Refident, that if it ſhould appear, on 
© a fair and regular inquiry, that their conduct towards 
ce the Nabob had been ſuch as it had been reported to 
« be, to inſiſt upon the Nabob's puniſhing them with 
death; and to treat with the ſame rigour every ze- 
« mindar, and every ſubject, who ſhall be the leader in 
ea rebellion againſt his authority,” | 


XLV, 


THAT the crime of the ſaid Haſtings, in his pro- 
cedure aforeſaid, was farther highly aggravated by his 
having received information, of ſeveral ſtriking circum- 
ſtances which ſtrongly indicated the neceſſity of a regu- 
lar magiſtracy and a legal judicature, and which cir- 
cumſtances had ariſen from the total failure of juſtice, 
affecting not only the ſubjects at large, but even the 
reigning family itſelf; as alſo of the eauſes why no 
legal magiſtracy cquld exiſt, and why the Princes of 
the reigning family were nat only expoſed to the at- 
tacks of aſſaſſins, but even to a want of the protection 
which might be had from ſervants and attendants, 
who were driven from them for want of that mainte- 
nance which the Princes their maſters could not pro- 
cure even for . themſelves. And the circumſtances 
aforeſaid were detailed to him the ſaid Haſtings by the 
Reſident Briſtow, in a letter from Lucknow, dated the 


29th January 1784, in the terms following; 


The frequent robberies and murders perpetrated 

« in his Excellency's the Vizier's dominions have been 
1% too often the ſubject of my repreſentations to your 
„ honourable Board. From the total want of police, 
* hardly a day elapſes but I am informed of ſome tra- 
« gical event, whereof the bare recital is ſhocking to 
« humanity, About two months fince an attempt was 
« made to aſſaſſinate Rajah Ticket Roy, the acting 
«© Miniſter's confidential agent ; but he happily eſcaped 
«© unhurt. Nabob Bahadre, his Highne/s's brother, has 
c not been ſo fortunate, as will appear from trapſla- 
« tions of two of his letters to me, No. I. which I 
© have the honour to incloſe for your information. 
, Although 
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« Although my feelings are ſenſibly hurt, and my 
« compathon ſtrongly excited by the diſgraceful and 
& miſerable ſtate of poverty to which bis Excellency's bro- 
« thers are reduced, yet, ſituated as I am, it is not in 
« my power to interfere with effect. My efforts on a 
ce former occafion failed of ſucceſs, and my interpoſition 
ce now would only excite the reſentment of the Minifter to- 
« wards the unhappy ſufferers, in conſequence of thetr ap- 
« plication to me, from whom ALONE, however, they bope 
« for relief from their preſent diſtreſs ; which, their near 
cc connection with the Vizier conſidered, is both ſkame- 
« ful and unprecedented, That no regular courts of 
ce juſtice have been eſtabliſhed in this country is parti- 
« cularly pointed at in my inſtructions as the moſt diſ- 
cc reputable defect in his Highneſs's government; yet 
« the Miniſter ſeems determined on aboliſhing even the 
e ſhadow of ſo neceſſary an inſlitution. The office of 
& Chief Juſtice, as held by Molovy Morobine, was 
« ever nugatory ; but now it is ſunk into the loweſt 
« contempt. The original eſtabliſhment, inadequate 
ce as it was, is mouldering away, and the officers now 
ce attached to it ere literally ſtarving, as no part of their 
& allowance has been paid for above fix months paſt. 
« He himſelf has propoſed to refign his appointment, 


« being every way precluded from a poſſibility of ex- 


« ercifing the duties of it.“ 


XLVI, 
THAT it appears by the ſaid letter, and the papers 


therewith tranſmitted, as well as by other documents in 
the ſaid correſpondence, that in conſequence of the diſ- 
treſs brought upon the Nabob's finances, certain of the 
Princes, his brethren, the children of Sujah ul Dowlah, 
the late Sovereign of the country, were put upon pen- 
fions unſuitable to their birth and rank; and that, by 
the miſmanagement of the Miniſter aforeſaid (ap- 
pointed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings) for two years to- 

ether no conſiderable part of the ſaid inadequate pen- 

on was paid ; and not being able to maintain the at- 
tendants neceſſary for their protection in a city in which 
all magiſtracy and juſtice was aboliſhed, they were not 
only liable to ſuffer the greateſt extremities of penury, 
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but their lives were expoſed to the attempts of aſſaſſins. 
The condition of one of the ſaid Princes, called the 
Nabob Bahadur, being by himſelf ſtrongly expreſſed in 
three letters to the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, the firſt dated 
the 28th of December 1783; the ſecond, the 7th of 
January i784; and the third, the 15th of January 
1784 ; which letters were duly tranimitted in the 
diſpatch of the 2gth of the ſame month, to Warren 
Haſtings, Eiq., and are as follow: 


+, * Your own ſervant carried you the account of what 
* he himſelf was an eye witneſs to, after the affair of 


laſt night. Theſe are the particulars : — About 
midaight my aunt received twelve wounds from a 
ruffian, of which ſhe died. I allo received fix ſuc- 
ceſſive ſtabs, which alarmed the people of the houſe, 


* whe, ſet up a ſhouring ; whereupon the aſſaſſin run 


off. Beſides being without food, or the means of 
providing any, this misfortune has befallen me. TI am 
deſirous of j*nding the coffin to your door, It is your 
duty, both for the ſake of God and of Chriſt, to ex- 
ecute juſtice, and to inquire what harm I have done 
to the murderer ſufficient to deſerve aſſaſſination, or 
even injury. You now ſtand in the place of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, I requeſt you will do me juſtice, 
What more can I ſa yx? 


P. S. © I am alſo deſirous to ſhew you my wounds.” 


From the ſame, 29th January 1784. 
& You have been duly informed of all the circum- 
ſtances relative to both the murder of the innocent, 
and of my being wounded, as well by my former let- 
ter, as by the meſſenger whom you ſent to inquire 
into the ſtate of my health; and I have every rea- 
ſon to hope, from your known kindneſs, that you 
will not be deficient in ſeeking out the affaſſin. [ 
am at this moment overwhelmed in misfortune. Whilſt 
the blogd is flowing from my wounds, neither I, nor my 
children, nor my ſervants, have wherewithal to procure 
ſubſiftence ; nor have I it in my power either to pur- 
Chaſe remedies, or to reward the P. nd 
| ; the 
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ce rhe ſake of God alone that he attends me, Thus load- 
«© ed with calamity upon calamity, I am unable to ſup- 
« port life, for I find no relief from any affliction 
« either day or night. Do you now ftand in the place 
« of my father; grant me freſh life by ſpeedy acts of 
« benevolence. 


« For theſe two laſt years his excellency eſtabliſh- 
« ed a penſion for me of twenty thouſand rupees z 


« hut I never received the full amount of it, either laſt. 


« year or the year before, Should it, however, be 
* paid me, though inadequate to my defires, 1 ſhall ſtill 
* be enabled to ſupport mvſelf. From the beginning 
« of this year to the preſent time I have not receiv- 
ed a farthing, nor do I expect any, though, if 


« you afford protection to the oppreſſed, all my 


* wiſhes will be accompliſhed. I was deſirous of wait- 
« ing on you with my family, that you might be. an 
« eye witnels to their condition; but I was adviſed not 
* to fiir out on account of my wounds, What more 
« can I ſay ? x 


The following extracts are made from the third letter 
from the ſame Prince, dated January 15, 1784; 


© The particulars of the late and unforeſeen miſ- 

© fortune with which I have been overwhelmed, are 
© not unknown unto you; that the innocent blood of 
« my aunt, tbe prop and ruler of my family, was ſhed, 
« and, in the ſame manner, I too was wounded. Un- 
& til now I feel the pain and affliction of my wounds; 
« and no perſon has regarded my ſolicitations for redreſs, 
« ſought after the ofaftn, and brought him to condign pu- 
« niſbment, yourſelf excepted.” “ In like manner, as 
the honourable Governor General has adopted my 
brother, Saadut Ally Cawn, for his ſon, and re- 
« heved him from the vexation, affliction, and depen- 
« dence of this place, would it be extraordinary that 
&« you alſo ſhould, in your bounty and favour, conſent 
« to adopt me, who do not poſſeſs the neceſſaries of 
« life, and permit me to attend you to whatever part 
« of the world you may travel, whereby J ſhall at all 
e times derive honour and advantage? Formerly us 
* three 
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« three brothers, Saadut Ally, Myrza Jungly, and I, 
* the poor and oppreſſed, were, in the preſence of our 
„ bleſſed father, whoſe ſoul reſts in heaven, treated 
„ alike. Now the miniſters of this government put 
* me upon a footing with our younger brothers, who 
« have lately left the Zennana, and whole expences are 
* ſmall. On this ſcale, which is in every reſpect in- 
* ſufficient for my maintenance, they pay tbe pitiful al- 


* lowance only toben it is their pleaſure to do it. My 


* {ituation has for years paſt been increaſing in wretch- 
% edneſs, to a degree that I am in want of daily bread, 
c and my ſervants and animals are dying e hunger. 
& My diſlrefſes are ſo great, that I have not been able to 
% pay a daum to the ſurgeons for the cure of my wounds; 
* and they too are diſcouraged from affording me their aſ- 
* fiſtance, or furniſhing me with medicines. How then 
« is it poſſible for me to exiſt? Conſidering you as my 
% patron, participating in my afflictions, I have repre- 
« ſented the circumſtances concerning my ſituation; 
* and I hope, from your friendſhip, that you will ho- 
© nour me with a favourable anſwer.” 


XLVII. 


THE Reſident Briſtow did alſo receive a ſtrong appli- 
cation from three others of the brethren of the reign- 
ing ſovereign, called Mirza Hyder Ali, Mirza Ennayut 
Ali, and Mirza Sief Ali, repreſenting their very piti- 
able caſe, in a lettter of the gth of March 1783, in 
which, among other particulars, are contained the fol- 
towing : 


«© Our ſituation is not fit to be repreſented. For to 

* years Wwe have not received à hubba on account of our 
* runcaw, | aſhignment on the revenue] though the Mi- 
** niſters have annually charged a lack of rupees, and 
© never paid us any thing. After all, we are the ſons 
* of Sisjab ul Dowlah ! It is ſurprizing, having ſuch a 
*« friend as you, our fituation is arrived at that paſs, 
* that we ſhould be in diſtreſs for dry bread and clothes. 
* Whereas yau have done many generous acts, be 
*« pleafed ſo to ſhew us your favour, that, by ſome 
means, we may receive our allowances from the Com- 
* pany's 
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t pany's Treaſury, and not be obliged to depend upon 
% and ſolicit others for it.” | 


XLVIII. 22 

THAT one of the princes aforeſaid, called the Mir- 
za Jungly, about the beginning of the year 1783, was 
obliged to fly from the dominions of the Nabob of 
Oude, and to leave his country and connections; and 
as the Reſident Briſtow, „ from Lucknow, hath 
obſerved, © he went to try his fortune at other Courts, 
ein preference to farving at home, which might have 
« been his fate, by all accounts, at this place.” And 
the ſaid Prince ſought for ſuccour at the Court of one of 
the neighbouring Mahomedan Princes ; but, conceiving 
ſome diſguſt at the treatment he met with there, he de- 
parted from thence, and on the 8th of February 1783, 
arrived at the Mahratta camp, while David Anderſon, 
Eſq. was there in the character of Miniſter Plenipoten- 
tiary to the Company, with a view, if his reception 
ſhould not prove anſwerable to his wiſhes, to paſs on to 
the ſouthward. And the ſaid Anderſon, probably con- 
ſidering this event as of very great importance to the 
honour of the Britiſh Government, as well as to its in- 
tereſt, on the one hand, by exhibiting the ſon and bro- 
ther of a ſovereign Prince, from whom the Company 
had received many millions of money, a fugitive from 
his country, and a wanderer for bread through the 
Courts of India ; and, on the other, the conſequences 
which might ariſe from the Mahrattas having in their 
ſſeſſion, and under their influence, a ſon of the late 
Nabob of Oude, did, without delay, adviſe Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. of the event aforeſaid ; and he did alſo 
write to Mr, Briſtow, the Reſident at the Court of the 
Nabob Vizier, ſeveral letters of the gth and 2oth of 
February, and of the 6th of March, and 6th of April 
1783, in order that ſome ſteps ſhould be taken for his 
return, and eſtabliſhment in his own country. And the 
faid Anderſon did inform the Reſident Briſtow, in his 
letter aforeſaid, that, on the arrival of the fugitive 
Prince, brother of the reigning ſovereign of Oude, at 
the Mahratta Camp, he did cauſe his tent to be pitched 
cloſe to that of Mr. Anderſon ; but finding this not 
O o agreeable 
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agreeable to the Mahratta General, Scindia, he after- 
wards removed: and that he ſhewed a ſtrong attach- 
ment to the Engliſh, and was inclined to throw him- 
ſelf upon their generoſity ; that he was deſirofis of go- 


ing to Calcutta, and declared, that if he, the ſaid An- 


derſon, © would give him the ſmalleſt encouragement, 
c he would quit all his followers, and come alone, and 
c would take up his reſidence under his protection.“ 


And the ſaid Anderſon did declare, that he thought it 


e would be policy, and much to the credit of our Go- 
« vernment, that ſome proviſion ſhould be made for 


c Mirza Jungly in our territories,” 


XLIX, 
THAT the ſaid Briſtow did repreſent the aforeſaid 


_ circumſtances to Hyder Beg Khan, Miniſter to the 


Naboh of Oude, declaring it his opinion, “ that his 


Highneſs's brothers thus taking refuge with a foreign 


« Prince is a reflection upon the Vizier; and it would 
« be adviſeable that an allowance ſhould be granted 


« to him, upon the footing of his brothers, that he 


* might remain in the preſence.” But the Nabob was 
induced to refuſe to his brother any offer of any allow- 
ance beyond the 200]. per month allowed, but not paid, 
to his other brothers; and which the ſaid Prince did 
obſerve to Mr. Anderſon, ©* that it was not only inade- 
c quate to his expences, but infinitely leſs,” as the truth 
was, „than what his Excellency has ſettled on many 


« perſons of inferior rank, who have not ſo good a 


ce claim to his ſupport ; and that it would not be ſuffi- 
& cient to enable him to live at Lucknow, where all 
© his friends and relations were, and ſo many of his 
© jinferiors lived in a ſtate of affluence.” In caſe, 


therefore, it could not be increaſed, he requſted leave 


to live in the Company's provinces; or at Calcutta ; 
for that, in any of theſe ſituations, “ he could with 
te leſs difficulty regulate his expences.” And he did 
declare, that if his requeſt was granted to him, he 
would immediately quit all his proſpects with Scindia. 
To theſe propoſitions he received a very diſcouraging 
;nſwer from his brother's Miniſter, containing a poſt= 


tive and final refulal of any increaſe of allowance, ob- 
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taining only the Nabob's permiſſion to retire into the 
Company's provinces : but Mr, Anderſon did not think 
himſelf authoriſed to take any ſteps for the Prince's re- 
treat into the ſaid province, without Scindia's concur- 
rence, who, he obſerved, would uſe every art to detain 
bim; and accordingly did offer him the command 
of a battalion of infantry, to be paid directly from his 
own Treaſury, and 6000l. ſterling a year for keeping 
up a corps of horſe, and to ſettle upon him a landed 
eſtate of 4000l. a year as a proviſion for his wife and 
children; which: honourable offers, it appears, he did 
accept, and did and doth remain in the Mahratta 
ſervice, | 


L 


THAT, during the whole courſe of this tranſaction, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was duly adviſed thereof, 
firſt by a very early letter from the ſaid Anderſon, and 
afterwards by the Reſident Briſtow, who, on the 23d 
of April 1783, tranſmitted to him his whole corre- 
ſpondence with Mr. Anderſon; but what anſwer or in- 
ſtructions the ſaid Warren Haſtings did give to Mr. 
Anderſon does not appear, he not having recorded any 
thing upon that ſubjeck: but it appears, that, to the 
Reſident Briſtow, who required to be informed whe- 
ther the reception of the fugitive Prince aforeſaid in 
the Company's provinces would meet his approbation, 
he gave no anſwer whatſoever ; by which criminal neg- 
lect, or worſe, with regard to a brother of an ally of 
the Company, who ſhewed a ſtrong attachment and 
preference to the Engliſh nation, and by ſutrering him, 
without any known effort to prevent it, to attach him- 
ſelf to the cauſe and fortunes of the Mahrattas, who 
he, the ſaid Haſtings, well knew did keep up claims 
upon ſeveral parts of the dominions of Oude, and had 
with difficulty been perſuaded to include the Nabob in 
the treaty of peace, and ſuffered him firſt to languiſh 
at home in poverty, and then to fly abroad for ſubſiſ- 
tenc; and the ſaid Haſtings, afterwards, took no ſtep, 
and countenanced no negotiations for his return from 
his dangerous place of retuge, at the ſame time that ſe- 
yeral of his the ſaid Haſtings's creatures had each ' of 
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them allowances much more conſiderable than would 
have ſufficed for the ſatisfaction and comfort of him the 
ſaid fugitive Prince, was guilty of a high crime and miſ- 
demeanor, | 


XI. 


THAT an account of the indigent condition before 
related of the other brothers of the Nabob, was 
alſo duly tranſmitted to the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; 
but he did never order or direct any ſteps whatſoever 
to be taken towards the relief of the family of a reign- 
ing Prince, who were daily in danger of periſhing by fa- 
mine, through the effect of his meaſures, and thoſe of a 

rſon whom he ſupported in power, againſt the will and 
inclination of the ſaid Prince and his family. 


LII. 


THAT the foregoing inſtances of the penury, diſ- 
treſs, diſperſion, and exile of the reigning family, as wel 
as the general diſorder in all the affairs of Oude, di 
ſtrongly enforce the neceſſity of a proper uſe of the 
Britiſh influence (the only real Government then exiſt- 
ing) in the province aforeſaid, for a regulation of the 
economy of the Vizier's Court, as well as tor the pro- 

r adminiſtration of the public concerns, civil and 
military, which were in the greateſt diſorder; and the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings was under obligation to provide 
for the ſame, and did himſelf underſtand it to be his 
duty ſo to do; and that he was therein warranted by 
the ſpirit of the treaty of Chunar, as well as by the 
univerſal powers of control, and even of ſuperceſſion, 
ſuppoſed by him to exiſt in the relation between the 

ritiſh Government and that of Oude; and accord- 
ingly he did, in his inſtructions to the Reſident Mid- 
dleton, to which he required his moſt implicit obe+ 
dience, direct him to an interference in and control upon 
all affairs concerning the revenues, the military ar- 
rangements, and all the other branches of the Nabob's 
Goverment, rnd Aaron | 

wenn LIII. 


THAT, upon his recal of the ſaid Middleton, he, in 
his inſtructions to the Reſident Briſtow, dated the 23d of 
: „ October 


. * 
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October 1781, did, at large, ſer forth the ſituation of the 
Court and Government of Oude; the ſituation and cha- 
racter of the Nabob; of the acting Miniſter; and of 
the Britiſh Reſident at that Court; and did plainly, diſ- 
tinctly, and without reſerve, deſcribe the extent of the 
authority to be exerciſed by the laſt of theſe perſons, 
as well as the unqualified compliance to be expected 
from the two former. And he did accordingly declare, 
that, ** from the nature of our connection with the Govern- 
ce ment of Oude, and from the Nabob's incapacity, 4 
« neceſſity will for ever exiſt, while we have the claim 
© of a dy upon the reſources of his country, of ex- 
ci erciſing an influence, and frequently ſubſtituting it 
« ENTIRELY, in tbe place of an avowed and conſtitu- 
ce tional authority in the adminiſtration of bis ( the Nabod's | 
« Government; and he did farther, in the ſaid inſtruc- 
tions, namely, in inſtruction the fourth, direct the ſaid 
Reſident in the words following :—© I muſt have re- 
« courſe to you for the introduction of a ne ſyſtem in 
« that Government; nor can I omit, whilſt I expreſs 
* my reliance on you for that purpoſe, to repeat the 
« ſentiments which I expreſſed in the verbal inſtruc- 
© tions which I gave you at your departure, that there 
© can be no medium in the relation between the Refident 
* and the Minijter, but either the Reſident muſt be the 
« ſlave and vaſſal of the Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the 


* abſolute diſpoſal of the Reſident.“ And he the ſaid 


Haſtings did tate, in the ſame article of the inſtructions 
aforeſaid, that though the conduct of the ſaid Hyder 


Beg Khin had been highly reprehenſible, and that he 


was much diſpleaſed thereat, he would prefer him to 
any other, on account of his ability and knowledge of 
buſineſs, with the following proviſo: © If he would 
&* ſubmit to hold his office on ſuch conditions as I require, 
« Heexiſts by his dependence on the influence of our 
„Government. It mult be adviſible to try him by the 
** mode of conciliation; at the ſame time, that, in your 
* final converſation with him, it will be neceſſary to de- 
% clare to him, in the plaineſt terms, the footing and 
* condition on which he ſhall be permitted to retain his 
te place; with the alternative of a diſmiſſion, and a 
#5 ſcrutiny into his conduct, if he refuſes it. In the firſt 
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« place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as Bis, let- 
« ters dictated by the /pirit of oppoſition; but ſhall con- 
ei ſider every ſuch attempt, as an inſult on our Govern- 
« ment, In the ſecond place, I ſhall expect that nothing 
ce js done in his official character but with your know- 
edge and participation.“ 


LIV. 


THAT the ſaid Haſtings having deſcribed, in the 
manner aforeſaid, the relative ſituation of the Reſident 
and the Miniſter, he did ſtate alſo the relative ſituation 
of the ſaid Miniſter and his maſter the Nabob, declaring, 
& that the Miniſter did hold without control the unpar- 
<« ticipated and entire adminiſtration, with all the pow- 
« ers annexed to that government; the Nabob being, as 
«< be ever muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere cy- 
ts pher in his” [the Miniſter's. ] And having thus ſtated 
the ſubordination of the Miniſter to the Refident, and 
the ſubordination of the Nabob to the Miniſter, he did 
naturally declare, that the firſt ſhare of the reſponſi- 
* bility would reſt upon the ſaid Reficent.,” And he 
did farther declare, © that the other conditions did fol- 
“ low diſtinctly in their places, becauſe he did confider 
© the Reſident as reſponſible for them.” 

LV. 

THAT for the direction of the Reſident in the exer- 
ciſe of fo critical a truſt, wherein all the true and ſub- 
ſtantial powers of Government were in an inverted re- 
lation and proportion to the official and oſtenſible au- 
rhorities, and wherein the ſaid Haſtings did ſuppoſe the 
neceſſity conſtantly exiſting for exerciſing an influence 
and frequently for ſubſtituting entirely the Britiſh autho- 
rity © in the place of the avowed and conſtitutional 
t government,” he, the ſaid Haſtings, did properly 
leave to the Reſident a diſcretionary power for his devi- 
ation from any part of his inſtructions; interpoſing a 
caution for his ſecurity and direction, that as much as 
he could, he would leave the ſubject free for his (the 
ſaid Haſtings's) correction of it; and would inſtantly in- 
form him, or the Board, according to the degree of its 
importance, with his reaſons for it, 


LVI. THAT 
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LVI. 


THAT beſides the inſtitution of the Courts of Juſ- 
tice, as before recited, four other principal objects in 
the reformation of the affairs of Oude, were expreflly re- 
commended to the Relidents Middleton and Briſtow, 


and theſe objects are the conditions upon which the ſaid 


Haſtings muſt have meant to have it underſtood, that the 
acting Miniſter of Oude was to hold his employment; 
namely, the limitation of the Nabob's perſonal expen- 
ces; the reduction of the Nabob's troops in number, 
with a change in the arrangement; the appointment of 
proper collectors for the revenues; and the apppint- 
ment of proper officers for all parts of the executive ad- 
miniſtration. | 
LVIL 


THAT the firſt object, namely, that of the limitation 
of the Nabob's perſonal expences, and ſeparating them 
from the public eſtabliſhments, he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
did ſtate, as the firſt and fundamental part of his regu- 
lation, and that upon which all the others would de- 
pend; and did declare, “ that in order to prevent the 
« Vizier's alliance from being a clog inſtead of an aid 
eto the Company, that the moſt eſſential part is to limit 
* and ſeparate his perſonal diſburſements from the pub- 
lic accounts: they muſt not exceed what he has received 
& 1n any of the laſt three years.” And as to the public 


treaſury and diſburſements, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did, 


in the ſaid inſtructions, wholly withdraw them from 
the perſonal management or interference of the Nabob ; 
and did expreſſly order and direct, “ that they ſhould be 
« under the ſole management of the Miniſter, with the 
« Reſident's concurrence.” And on the appointment 
of the Reſident Briſtow, in October 1782, he, the ſaid 
Haſtings, did order and direct him in every point of the 
inſtructions to Middleton, not revoked or qualified by 
his then inſtructions, his (the ſaid Reſident Briſtow's) 
© moſt attentive and literal obedience,” 
| | LVIII. 

THAT the ſaid Refident Briſtow did, in conſequence 

of the renewal to him of the ſaid inſtructions as afore- 


ſaid, endeavour to limit and put in order the Nabod's 
EXPENCES 
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expences; but he was in that particular traverſed and 
counteracted, and in the end wholly defeated, by the 
Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan. And though the obſtruc- 
tions aforeſaid, agreeably to the inſtructions given to 
Middleton, and to him the ſaid Briſtow, were repre- 
ſented to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the Reſident 
aforeſaid, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did give no kind 
of ſupport to the ſaid Reſident, or take any ſteps towards 
enabling him, the ſaid Reſident, to effectuate the ſaid 
neceſſary limitation and diſtribution of expences, by 
himſelf the ſaid Haſtings ordered and preſcribed ; nor, 
if he diſapproved the proceedings of the ſaid Reſident, 
did he give him any inſtruction for the forbearance of 
the ſame, or for the exerting his duty in any other mode; 
nor did he call for any illuſtration from him of any 
thing doubtful in his correſpondence, nor ſtate to him 
any complaint made privately of his conduct, in order 
to receive thereon an explanation; but he did leave him 
to purſue, at his diſcretion, the extenſive powers before 
deſcribed, to effect the reformation which he was directed 
to accompliſh, under the reſponſibility denounced to 
him as aforeſaid, if he ſhouid fail therein, as he was ſup- 
poſed to be ſubſtantially inveſted with all the powers of 
Government. | 
LIX. 

1 HAT inſteadof the ſaid ſupport or inſtruction, he, the 

ſaid Haſtings, did countenance, or more probably cauſe 


or direct a repreſentation to be made to him by the act- 


ing Miniſter of the Nabob of Oude, complaining grie- 
voully of the proceedings of the Reſident aforeſaid, as 
uſurpations on the Nabob's authority, and indignities on 
his perſon. And although he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
inſtruct the Reſident Briſtow, to inform the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan, that he would not receive from the Nabob 
as bis, letters dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition, but 
ſhould conſider every ſuch attempt of his (the Miniſter's) 
as an inſult on our Government; yet he did receive, as 
his, the Nabob's own letters, and as written from the 
impreſſions on his own mind, and as the ſuggeſtions of 
his own judgement, letters to the ſame effect as thoſe 
written by the Minifter, although he had declared upon 
record, that the faid © Nabob was a mere eypher in 

& his 
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ie his the ſaid Miniſter's hands,” and * that he had de- 
« clared to uſe both the Nabob's name, and even his 


« ſeal, affixed to letters either directed to the Nabob, 
« or written as from him without his knowledge;” and 
although he did aſſert or record as aforeſaid, that in a 
letter which he bad lately received from the Nabob, the 
Miniſter had the preſumption to make the Nabob de- 
clare that which was rue to be falſe; and that, “ his 


*« making uſe of the Nabob in ſuch a manner, did ſhew _ 


c how thin the veil was by which bez covered his own 
c a#s; and that ſuch artifices would only tend to make 


ce them the more criminal, from the falſehood and dupli- 


te city with which they were aſſociated.” 
LX. 

THAT the ſaid Haſtings did act upon the letters 
pretended to be written by the Nabob, as well as ori 
thoſe actually written by the Miniſter, without pre- 
viouſly communicating the matter of the ſaid complaint 
to the ſaid Reſident, and did give credit to the ſame; 
though coming from a perſon by himſelf (the faid 
Haſtings) charged as aforeſaid with artifice, falſehood, 
and duplicity, and with abuſing to his own evil pur- 

ſes, the name and ſeal of his maſter without his 
85-2, and did proceed without any previous in- 
quiry into the facts and circumſtances ; and did thereon 


ground an accuſation againſt the ſaid Refident, Briſtow, 


before the Board at Calcutta, in which he did fepreſent 
the conduct of the ſaid Briſtow, in attempting to limit 
the houſehold expences of the Nabob, as an indignity 
[* which no man living, however mean his rank in 
« life, or dependent his condition in it, would permit 
ce to be exerciſed by any other, without the want or for- 
« feiture of every manly principle.“ ] And he did far- 
ther accuſe the ſaid Briſtow, for that in his proceedings 
in the regulation of the Nabob's houſehold, “he 
c ſhould receive to himſelf, or Mr. Cowper for him, 
« ora treaſurer for both (for the arrangement has never 
e been well defined) the money aſſigned for the ſup- 
* port of the Nabob's houſehold ; iſſue them as he 
e pleaſed, not to the Nabob, but to the menial officers 
of his houſchold ; diſpoſe of his ſuperfluous horſes 
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« and other cattle; determine how many elephants were 
« neceſſary to the ftate of the Vizier of the empire; 
ce the number of domeſtics for his attendance ; and pry 
„ into the kitchen, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the 
© quantity of victuals which ought to be dreſſed in it; 
c control the accounts of thefe diſburſements; and ap- 
& propriate to his own uſe (for that the conſequence was 
ce inevitable, if he choſe it) the reſidue produced by 
& theſe ceconomical retrenchments.“ 


EXI. 


THAT the ſaid charge is malicious and infidious, 
becauſe the attempt to introduce proper officers for the 
management of houſehold expences, fo confiderable that 
the ſaid Haſtings has ſtated the allotment for the ſame 
at 300,000], ſterling yearly, and that other accounts 
have carried it to 400,000), ſterling and upwards, and 
to keep proper and regular accounts thereof was a. ne- 
ceſſary regulation, and agreeable to the dignity of the 
Nabob, and by no means a degradation either of his 

erſon or authority, which latter was ſpecially pro- 
vided for in the regulations, as no expenee could be in- 
curred but by his own perſonal warrant under his ſign 
manual ; nor doth there appear therein any thing but 
what is of abſolute neceſſity to prevent embezzlement 
to his prejudice. And the ſaid Haſtings hath declared, 
in the gth article of the inſtructions to the ſaid Refident, 
that no adminiſtration can be properly conducted with- 
out regular offices ; and that in the whole, province of 
Oude © there was not one, the whole being engroffed by 
« the Miniſter;“ of which Miniſter, in the 14th arti- 
cle, he declares his ſufpicion, that the Nabob did not 
receive the whole and punctual payment of the ſum 
aſſigned for the purpoſe of the houſehold, but that 
ſome part had been by him withheld from the Nabob; 
and that from private information he had lately re- 
ceived, he had reaſon to believe, that this was actually 
the caſe. And the ſaid Haſtings well knew, that the 
Nabob's houſehold had been ill conducted; that the 
allowances of his ſetvants had not been paid; that his 
diſtreſs was ſcandalous; and that his ncareſt relations 
were in a famiſhing condition, And the ſaid Haſtings 

did 
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id alſo well know, that the houſehold of the Nabob 
was provided for or neglected, not at his own diſcretion, 
but at that of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan; and he did, 
in the 14th article aforefaid, inſtruct the Relident, 
Briſtow, to ſhew every oltenſible and external mark of 
reſpect to the Nabob, in order to induce him to become 
himſelf the mover of every act neceſſary for the ad- 
vancing of his own intereſts, and the diſcharge of his 
debts to the Company; declaring, that they never 
could be effected while the Minitter retained that aſ- 
«© cendency over him which he at preſent holds by the 


* means of a nearer and more private intercourſe, and 


<< by affecting to be the mediator of his rights againſt 
« the claims of our Government.“ And the faid 
Haſtings did farther well know, that there was no way 
of aſcertaining either the payment of the afftignments 
for the Nabob's houſehold, for the general purpoſes of 
their deſtination, or to the particular objects to which 
they ought to be applied, without regular offices of re- 
ceipt and of account, which might prevent the ſaid 
Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan, or the Britiſh Reſident, or 
any other, from embezzling or miſapplying the ſame. 
Bur the total want of offices aforeſaid in every depart- 
ment of Government, did furniſh occaſion of conceal- 
ing all frauds, clandeſtine preſents, or penſions to a 
Governor General, Commander in Chief, or other 
ſervant of the Company. 


LXII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did pretend 
ſo deep a concern for the indignities ſuppoſed to be ſuf- 
fered by the Nabob, merely in the limitation and regu- 
lation of unneceſſary expences relative to his kitchen, 
domeſtics, &c, did ſhew no attention or compaſſion to 
the faid Nabob, when, in the year 1779, the ſaid 
Nabob repreſented, that the penſions ot his old ſer- 
vants, for thirty years, the expences of his family and 
kitchen, together with the jaghires of his grandmother, 
mother, and aunts, and of his brothers and depen- 
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dants, given for their ſupport, were not regulated but 


LXIII. 


THAT the other articles of regulation, namely, the 
reform of the troops in number and in arrangement; 
the appointment of proper collectors for the revenues, 
and the general conſtitution of offices for the executive 
adminiſtration, were in like manner totally defeated by 
the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan. And the ſaid Haſtings did 
receive a charge from him, and did adopt it as his own, 


_ repreſenting the endeavours of the Reſident, to act in 


the regulatians aforeſaid, agreeably to the ſpirit of his 
inſtructions, and in confidence of the powers veſted in, 
and the reſponſibility impoſed upon him, the ſaid Reſi- 
dent, as uſurpations of the authority and prerogative of 
the Nabob; and he, the ſaid Haſtings, Ig make cri- 
minal charges thereon againſt the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, 
of which charges the Council Board did, on hearing 
the ſame, and the defence of the faid Briſtow, fully 


acquit him, - 


LXIV. 


THAT the ſaid Haſtings, by abetting Hyder Beg 
Khan, a perſon deſcribed by him as aforeſaid, in his 
oppoſition to all the plans of neceſſary reformation pro- 
poled by the faid Haſtings himſelf, and by having ſug- 
geſted no other whatever in lieu thereof, to anſwer the 
Purpoſes for which he had ſtipulated (in the treaty of 
Chunar) the interference of the Britiſh Reſident in 
every branch of the Nabob's government, did thereby 
fruſtrate every one of the good ends propoſed by him- 
ſelf in the ſaid treaty of Chunar, and did grofily abuſe 
his truſt, in giving the exorbitant powers before recited, 
and aſſerting them to exiſt in the Britiſh Reſident, 
without ſuffering them, even in appearance, to anſwer 
any of the proper and juſtifiable ends for which any 
power or influence can or ought to exiſt in any govern- 


ment. 
| LXV. THAT 
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THAT there is juſt ground to violently preſume, 
that not only the letters in the name of the Nabob afore- 
ſaid, were dictated to him by his Miniſter, Hyder Beg 
Khan, in whoſe hands the ſaid Haſtings has deſcribed 
his maſter to be © a mere cypher,” &c. which Hyder 
Beg was the known initrument of the ſaid Haſtings ; 
but that the conduct and letters of complaint of the 
ſaid Hyder Beg were, in effect and ſubſtance, preſcribed 
and dictated to him by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or 
his ſecret agent, Palmer, by his direction; becauſe it 
is notorious, that the powers of the ſaid Hyder Beg 
were ſolely ſupported by him, the ſaid Haſtings, who, 
according to the ſtate of favour or diſpleaſure in which 
he ſtood, hath frequently promiſed him ſupport, ar 
threatened him with diſmiſſion and puniſhment; and 
therefore it is not to be thought that he would take fo 
material a ſtep as to oppoſe the Company's Reſident, 
acting under the inſtructions of the Governor General 
and Council, and to accuſe him with ſo much confi- 
dence, and in a manner ſo different from the uſual ſtyle 
of ſupplication on all other occaſions employed by that 
court, if he had not been previouſly well affured that 
his writing in that manner would be pleaſing to the 
perſon upon whom he ſolely depended for his power, 
his fortune, and perhaps, for his life, Secondly, be- 
cauſe, when it ſuited the purpoſes of the ſaid Haſtings 
on a former occaſion, that is, in the year 1784, to re- 
move. the Reſident Briſtow aforeſaid from his office, a 
letter from the Nabob was laid before the Council 
Board at Calcutta, propoſing, that in order to prevent 
the effects of the ſaid Briſtow's application to Eu- 
rope for redreſs, that the faid Haſtings ſhould ſend 
him draughts of letters, which he the ſaid . Nabob 
would write in his own name and character, to the 
King, to His Majeſty's Miniſters, and to the Court of 
Directors, expreſſing himſelf, in the letter aforeſaid, 
in the words following, viz, “ To prevent his | Briſ- 
* tow's] applying to Europe, ſend me, if you think 
#* proper, the draughts of letters which I may write to 
* rhe King, the Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Compa- 
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ce ny.” Thirdly, that though the ſaid Haſtings, and 


| his ſecret agent Palmer, did pretend, and pofitwely 


aſſert, that they had no ſhare in the letters afore- 


ſaid from the Nabob and his Miniſter, there was an 


original .note to the Nabob's letters of accuſation, re- 
ferring to diſtinct parts and ſpecified numbers of the 
agent Palmer's ferret correſpondence with the faid 
Warren Haſtings; and the ſaid letter, with the ſaid 


reference, vu . inadvertence, laid before the 


Board. 


LXVI. 


TH AT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having thrown 
the Government of Oude into great confuſion and dif- 
treſs, and thereby prevented the diſcharge of the debt, 


or pretended debt, to the Company, did, by all the 


ſaid intrigues, machinations, and charges, aim at the 
filling the ſaid office of Reſident at Oude with his own 
dependants, or by himſelf perſonally ; as it appears, 
that he did firſt propoſe to place in the ſaid office his 
fecret agent Palmer; and that afterwards, when he was 
not able to ſucceed in thar deſign, he did propoſe nomi- 
nally, to aboliſh the ſaid office, but in effect to fill it by 
himſelf ; propoſing to the Council, and rendering him- 
ſelf reſponſible (bur not in fortune) tor the payment of 
the Company's debt within a certain given time, if he 
were permitted and commiſſioned by the Council to act 
for the Board in that province; and did inform them, 
that he was privately well aſſured, that in a few days he 
ſhould receive an invitation to that effect ; and he did 
athrm, (as in the year 1781 he had affirmed, as a reaſon 
for his former delegation) © That the ſtate of the 
& country was ſo diſordered in its revenue and admi- 
c niſtration, and the credit and influence of the Nabob 
* himſelf ſo much ſhook by the late v/urpation of his 
“ authority, and the conteſts which attended it, as to 
F require the acceſſion of an extraneous aid to reſtore 
ce the powers, and to re-animate the conſtitution of his 
* government ;” although he, the faid Haſtings, did 
for a long time before attribute the weakneſs of his 
goV ernment 
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vernment to an extraneous interference. And the 


{aid Council, on his engagement aforeſaid, did conſent 
thereto ; and he did accordingly receive a commiſſion, 


enabling him to act in the affairs of Oude, not only as 


the Refident might have done, but as largely as the 
Council General might legally delegate their own 
Powers. paws” | | 


LXVII. 


THAT the faid Warren Haſtings, in accepting the 
ſaid commiſſion, did ſubject his character, and the re- 
putation of his office, to great imputations and ſuſpi- 


cions, by taking upon himſelf an inferior office, out of 
which another had, upon his intrigues, been removed, 
by a perpetual obſtruction, which rendered it impoſſi- 
ble for him to perform his duty, or to. obey his in- 
ſtructions; and he did increaſe the ſaid grounded ſuſpi- 
cions, by exerciſing that office in a government from 


whence it was notorious he had himſelf received an 


unlawful gift and preſent from the Miniſters, and in 
which he had notoriouſly ſuffered many, and had him- 


ſelf actually directed ſome, acts of peculation, by grant- 


ing various penſions and emoluments, to the prejudice 
of the revenue of a diſtrefied country, which he was 
not authorized to grant, on n 


LXVIII. ' 

THAT the faid Warren Haſtings did proceed upon 
the ſaid province of Oude, under colour of providing a 
remedy tor the diſorders deſeribed to be-exiſting in the 
ſame, and for the recovery of the Company's pretended» 
debt. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who had thought 
fit to recall the Company's Reſident, appointed to that 
office by the Court of Directors, and to ſuſpend his- 
office, did, notwithſtanding, of his own. choice and ſe- 
lection, and on his awn mere authority, take with hin 
in his progreſs a large retinue, “and a numerous ſo- 
* ciety of Engliſh gentlemen, to compoſe his family,“ 
which he repreſents as neceſſary; although, in a letter 
from that very place to whjeh he-took that very nume- 
rous ſociety, he informs the Court of Directors, © that. 
66 his 
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ce his own conſequence, and that of the nation he re- 
« preſents, are independent of ſnew;“ and after his 
arrival there, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did write 


from Lucknow, the capital of that province, a letter, 


dated the goth of April 1784, to the Court of Direc- 
tors, in which are ſeveral particulars to the following 


purport or tenor, and which he points out to the Direc- 


tors to be circumſtances of no trivial information ;” 
namely, “that he had found that the lands in that pro- 
« vince, as well as in ſome parts more immediately un- 
« der the Company, have ſuffered in a grievous man- 
« ner, being completely exhauſted of their natural 


«© moiſture by the total failure of one entire ſeaſon of | 


* the periodical rains,” with a few exceptions, which 


were produced only“ by the uncommon labour of the 


«© huſbandman.” And in a letter to Edward Wheler, 
Eſq., a member of the Council General, from Benares, 
the 2oth of September 1784, he ſays, that “ the public 
c revenues had declined with the failure of the cultiva- 
« tion in three ſucceſſive years; and all the ſtores of 
« grain, which the providence of the huſbandman (as 
c he was informed is their caſom) in defiance of the 
« vigilance of the aumils [collectors] clandeſtinely re- 
& ſerved for their own uſe, were of courſe exhauſted ; 


© in which ſtate no perſon would accept of the charge 


& of the collections on a poſitive engagement, nor did 
te the rain fall till the 1oth of July.” And in another 
letter, dated from Benares, the 1ſt of October follow- 
ing, he repeats the ſame accounts; and that the coun- 
© try could not bear farther additions of expence ; 
ce that it had no inlets of trade to ſupply the iſſues that 
te were made from it; | the exceptions ſtated there be- 
cc ing inconfiderable] therefore every rupee which is 
cc drawn into your treaſury [the Company's] from its 
circulation, will accelerate the period at which its 
& ability muſt ceaſe fo pay even the ſtipulated ſubſidy.” 
Natwithſtanding this ſtate of the country, of which he. 
was well apprized before he left Calcutta, and notwith- 
ſtanding that the poverty and diſtreſs of the Prince had 
been frequently, but in vain, repreſented to him, in or- 
der to induce him to forbear his oppreſſive exactions, 74 

did, 
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aid, in order to furniſh the Council with a colour for 
permitting him to recall the Company's Refident, and 
to exerciſe the whole powers of the Company in his 
own perſon, without any check whatſoever, or witneſs 
of his proceedings, except the perſons of his own pri- 
vate choice, did make the expreſs and poſitive engage- 
ment aforeſaid, which, if underſtood, of a real and ſub- 
ſtantial diſcharge of debt for the relief of the total of 
the Company's finances, was groflly fallacious ; be- 
cauſe, at the very time, he mult have been perfectly 
ſenſible, that in the then ſtate of the revenues and coun- 
try of Oude, (which are, in effect, the Company's re- 


- venues, and the Company's country) the debt, or pre- 


tended debt aforefaid, afferted to be about five hundred 
thouſand pounds, or thereabouts, could not be paid 


without contracting another debt, at an uſurious in- 


tereſt ; without encroaching on the neceſſary eſtabliſh- 
ments ; or on private property ; or on the pay of the 
army; or without grievous oppreſſion of the country; 
or, all theſe together. And it doth appear that one 
hundred thouſand pounds, towards the ſaid payments 
of debts, was borrowed at Calcutta, by the. Nabob's 
agent there, but at what intereſt 1s not known. It ap- 
pears alſo, that other ſums were borrowed for arrear of 
the intereſt on which 40,000]. ſteriing appears in the 
Company's claims for the current year, and that va- 
rious deductions were made from the jaghires reſtored 
to the Begums, as well as other-parts of the Nabob's ta- 
mily ; and it did and doth appear, that an arrear is ſtill 
due to the old and new brigade, but whether the fame 
be growing or not, doth not appear; yet he hath not 
hefitated to aſſert, that he had“ provided for the cm- 
& plete diſcharge in one year of a debt contracted by 
ce the accumulation of many, and from a country whoſe 
6 reſources have been waſted and diſſipated by three 
* ſucceſſive years of drought, and one of anarchy.” 
But the ſaid Haſtings never did even realize the pay- 
ments to be made in the firſt year (as he confeſſes in the 
ſaid letter) except by an anticipation of the ſecond : 
and though he ſtates, in his letter aforeſaid, the follow- 


ing facts and engagements, that is to ſay, . hat à re- 
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&* covery of ſo large a part of your property [the Com- 
&« pany's] will afford a ſcaſonable and ſubſtantial relief 
to the neceſſities of your Government, and enable it 
* (for ſuch is my confident hope) to begin on the reduc- 
c tion of your debt at intereſt before the concluſion of 
& this year, (I mean the year of this computation.)” 
Whereas the {aid Warren Haſtings did apply the whole 
produce of the revenue to the mere pay. of ſome part 
of the Britiſh army in Oude; and did rot mention in 
his correſpondence that he had remitted any money 


whatſoever to Calcutta, nor to any other place (except 


fifty thouſand pounds taken from Almas Ali Khan, and 
ſaid to be remitted to Surat) for the ſaid “ ſubſtantial 
relief,“ in conſequence of the ſaid pretended “ re- 
% covery of property,” admitting that it had been ſug- 
veſted to him, and not by him denied, that he had 
e diſappointed the popular expectation, by not adopt- 


« ing the policy which he had, on the conception of bet- 


«& ter grounds, rejected; nor did he begin the reduction 
« of the intereſt debt” at the time ſtated, nor at any 
time ; but the whole (he well knowing the ſtate of the 
country from whence the reſources aforeſaid were by 
him promiſed) was a premeditated deceit and impoſi- 
tion on the Board of Council his colleagues, and on the 
Court of Directors his maſters, 


LXIX. 


THAT no traces of regulation appear to have 
been adopted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, during his 
reſidence at Lucknow, in conformity to the ſpirit and 
intentions of the treaty of Chunar, or of his inſtruc- 
tions to Middleton and Briſtow, or of the propoſed ob- 
jects of his own commiſhon. But he did, in lieu 
thereof, pretend to free the Nabob's Government from 
the interference of the Company's ſervants, and the 
uſurpation (as he called it) of a Reſident, and thereby 
to reſtore it to its proper tone and energy ; whereas 
the meaſures he took, were ſuch, as to leave no uſeful 
or reſponſible ſuperintendence in the Britiſh, and 
no freedom in the Nabob's Government ; for he did 

| confirm 
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confirm the ſole, unparticipated, and entire admi- 
niſtration, with all the powers annexed to the Govern- 
ment, on the Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan, to whom he 
prevailed on the Nabob Vizier, to commit the entire 
charge of his revenues, although he knew that his maſ- 
ter was a Cypher in his hands; that he * had affixed 
ce his ſeal to letters written without his knowledge, and 
c ſuch as evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg 
« Khan's influence and intereſt ;” that his ſaid maſter 
did not confider him as a miniſter of his choice, but as 
an inſtrument of his degradation; that © he exiſts as 
& 2 miniſter by his dependance on the Calcutta Go- 
cc yernment, and that the Nabob himſelf had no other 
ce opinion of him; that it is by its declared and moſt 
c obvious ſupport alone that he could maintain his au- 
cc thority and influence.” And in his inſtructions to 
his ſecret agent, Major Palmer, dated 6th of May 1782, 
to eaſe the Nabob's mind, and remove his jealouſy with 
regard to Britiſh interference, he did inſtruct him 
ce that much delicacy and caution mill be required in 
« your declarations on this ſubject, leſt they thould be 
ce conſtrued to extend to an immediate change in the 
« adminiſtration of his affairs, or the inſtruments of it. 
« Their perſons muſt be conſidered as /acred, while 
te they act with the participation of our — This 
6d iſtinction the Nabob underſtands, nor will it be either 
« neceſſary or proper to allude to it, unleſs he himſelf 
« ſhould firſt introduce the ſubject.” And the ſaid Haſt- 
ings did aſſume, as to a dependant of the loweſt order, 
to preſcribe to the ſaid Miniſter the conditions on which 
he is to hold his place; to threaten him with ſcrutinies 
into his conduct, with diſmiſſion, and with puniſh» 
ment; to aſſert that he was guilty of falſchoad and 
duplicity, and that he had made his maſter affert what 
was true to be falſe; that he ſuſpected he had with- 
held from his maſter what he ought to have paid ta 
him ; that the event of his having prevailed on the 
Nabob to entruſt him as aforeſaid, was, according to 
his, the ſaid Haſtings's, own letter written to the 
ſaid Hyder Beg Khan himſelf, * an accumulation 
« of diſtreſs, debaſement, and diſſatisfaction to the 
* Nobob, and of diſappointment and diſgrace to 
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& me. Every meaſure which he had himſelf propoſed, 
% and to which he had ſolicited my affiſtance, has been 
4 ſo conducted, as to give him cauſe of diſpleaſure ; 
© there are no offices eliabliſhed by which his affairs 
could be regularly conducted; mean, incapable, and 
« indigent men have been appointed Aumils of the 
„ Aiſtricts without authority, aud without the means of 
© perſonal protection; ſome of them have been mur- 
& dered by the zemindars, and thoſe zetnindars, inſtead, 
&« of puniſhment, have been permitted to retain their 
& zemindaries with independent authority; all the other 
4 zemindars ſuffered to rife up in rebellion, and to in- 
„ ſult the authority of the Sircar, without any attempt 
C made to ſuppreſs them; and the Company's debt, 
<* inſtead of being diſcharged by the aſſiznments and 

« extraordinary er ot money provided for that 
« purpoſe, is likely to exceed even che amount at 
cc which it ſtood at the time in which the arrange- 
% ment with his Excellency was concluded. The 
« growth of theſe evils was early made known to me, 
* and their effetts foreboded in the ſame order and manner 
&* as they have ſince come to paſs. In ſuch a ſtate of ca- 
* lamity and diſgrace, I can no longer remain a paſſive 
„ ſpectator z nor would it be becoming to conceal my 
“ ſentiments, or qualify the expreſſion of them. [ 
«© now plainly tell you, that you are anſwerable for every 
« misfortune and defect of the Nabob Vizier's government.” 
— And after giving orders, and expreſſing ſome hopes 
of better behaviour, he adds, If I am diſappointed, 
you will impoſe on me the painful and humiliating 
*« neceſſity of acknowedging to him, that I have been 
* deceived, and of recommending the examination of 
* your conduct to his juſtice, both for the redreſs of 
* his own and the Company's grievances, and for the 
«injury ſuſtained by both in their mutual connection. 
© Do not reply to me, that what I have written is from the 
c {ſuggeſtion of your enemies; nor imagine, that I have 
induced myſelf to write in ſuch plain and declara- 
6 tory terms, without a clear inſight into all the con- 
bs —_— of it, and a fixed determination upon 
© them,” 


. 
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THAT the aforeſaid being the tenure of the power 
of the ſaid Miniſter, and ſuch his character, as given 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, who did origi- 
nally campel the Nabob to receive him, who did con- 
ſtantly ſupport him againſt the Nabob his maſter, as 
well as againſt the Company's Reſident ;—the deliver- 
ing over to ſuch a perſon his maſter, his family, his 
country, and the care of the Britiſh intereſts therein, 
without control. or public inſpection, was an high 
crime and miſdemeanor, 


LXXI. 
THAT the next perſon whom the ſaid Haſtings 


did inveſt with power in the ſaid country, was a certain 
opulent and powerful native, Manager of Revenue, 
called Almas Ali Khan, cloſely connected with the 
ſa.d Hyder Beg Khan; and to whom the ſaid Hy- 
der Beg Khan, as the ſaid Haſtings has admitted, 
« h:dentruſted the greazef? part of his revenues, with- 
* out any pledge or ſecurity for his fidelity.” And af 
terwards the ſaid Haſtings charges the ſaid Almas Ali 
with an intention of removing ak the Nabob's do- 
minions ; he ſtates, ** as taking with him,” and there. 
fore being poſſeſſed -of © an immenſe treaſure, the 
“fruits ot his embezzelments and oppreſſions, and an 
„army raiſed for its protection. 


LXXII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, or pretended 
to be, impreſſed with the evil character, dangerous de- 
ſigns, and immoderate power of the ſaid Almas Ali; 
and, in conſequence of the ſaid impreſſion, he did inſert 
among his inſtructions to the Reſident Briſtow, an or- 
der of a dangerous and unwartantable nature, the ef- 
fect of which order was to urge the Nabob to put him. 
to death, upon his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſimple 
allegation of offences, not by him accurately deſcribed 
or ſpecified, with regard either to the fact, the nature 
of the offence, or the proof; with many qualifications 
in the faid inſtructions, full of fraud and duplicity, 
calculated to enſnare the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, * to 

row 
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throw upon him the reſponſibility of the conduct of 
the faid Almas Ali Khan, if he ſhould continue at 
large, contrary to his orders, or to ſubject him, the 
ſaid Reſident, to the ſhame and ſcandal of apprehend- 
ing and putting him to death, by means which, in the 
circumſtances, muſt neceſſarily be ſuch as would be 
conſtrued into treachery ; he the ſaid Almas Ali Khan 
being from nature and ſituation ſuſpicious and watchful ; 
being at that very time in the collection, or farmer of 
the moſt important part of the revenues, with an ex- 
tenſive juriſdiction annexed; and at the head of four- 
teen thouſand of his own troops; and having been re- 
cently accepted by the Reſident Middleton as ſecurity 
for large ſums of money advanced by the bankers of 
Benares to the uſe of the Eaſt-India Company; which 
orders (if the ſaid Reſident would or could have execu- 
ted them) muſt have raiſed an univerſal alarm among 
all the conſiderable men of the country concerned in 
the government, and would have been a means of ſub- 
yerting the public credit of the Company, by the 
murder of a perſon engaged for very great ſums of mo- 
ney that had been advanced for their uſe.— And the ſaid 
inſtruction is as followt © | 


66 If any engagement ſhall actually ſubſiſt between 
e them at the time you have charge of the Reſidency, 
te jt muſt, however exceptionable, be faithfully ob- 
e ſerved; but if he has been guilty of any criminal 
« offence to the Nabob, his maſter, for which no im- 
« munity is provided in the engagement; or he ſhall 
break any one of the conditions of it; I do mof 
te ftrifly enjoin you, and it muſt be your ſpecial 
* care to endeavour, either by force or ſurpiſe, to ſe- 
* cure his perſon, and bring him to juſtice: by 
« bringing him to juſtice, I mean that you urge the 
Nabob, on due conviction, to puniſh him with death, 
« as a neceſſary example to deter others from the com- 
« miſſion of the /ike crimes; nor muſt you defiſt till 
« this is effefted.—] cannot preſcribe the means; 


te but to guard myſelf againſt the obloquy ro which 
| I may 


ARTICLE XVI. 303 


* 1 may be expoſed by a forced miſconſtruction of 
« this order, by thoſe who may hereafter be employed 
« jn ſearching our records for cavils and informations 
« apainſt me, I think it proper to forbid, and proteſt 
| « apainſt the uſe of any audulent, artifice of treachery 
| &« 20 accompliſh the end which I have preſcribed ; and as 
« you alone are privy to the order, you will of courle 
e obſerve the greateſt ſecrecy that it may not tran- 
e {;ire; but I repeat my recommendation of it, as 


ce one of the firſ® and moſt eſſential duties of your 
60 office.” 
LXXIII. 


THAT among the reaſons aſſigned for putting to 
death the ſaid Almas Ali, which the ſaid Haſtings did 
recommend directly and repeatedly to the Refident, 
c as one of the firſt and moſt eſſential duties of his 
& office,” was in ſubſtance, “that by, his extenſive 
te truſt with regard to the revenues, he had been per- 
t mitted to acquire independency ; that the means 
* thereof had been long ſeen, and the effects thereof 
* foretold by every . acquainted with the ſtate 
« of Government, except thoſe immediately intereſted 
© in it:“ and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo 
charge the ſaid Almas Ali with embezzlement of the 
revenues, and oppreſſion of the people, and nothi 
appears to diſprove the ſame, but much to give — 
to a preſumption, that the ſaid Almas Ali did grievouſ- 
1y abuſe the power committed to him, as farmer and 
colle&or of the revenue, to the great oppreſſion of 
the inhabitants of the countries which had been rent- 
ed to him by Hyder Beg Khan, with the knowledge 
and conſent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. | 


LXXIV. 


THAT the Reſident Briſtow, declining the violent 
attempt on the life of Almas Ali, deceitfully ordered 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did, on weighty reaſons, 
drawn from the ſpirit of the ſaid Haſtings's own in- 
ſtructions, recommended that his, the ſaid Almas Ali 
Khan's, farms of revenue, or a great part of on, 

oul 
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ſhould be, on the expiration of his leaſe, taken out of 
his hands, as being too extenfive, and ſupplying the 
means of a dangerous power in the country: yet 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only continue 
him in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid revenues, but did 
give to him a new leaſe thereof, for the term of five 
years. And on this renovation and increaſe of truſt 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not confront or produce 
the informer, upon whole credit he had made his charge 
of capital crimes on the ſaid Almas Ali, and had di- 
rected him to be put to death, or call upon him to 
make good his charges; but inſtead of this, totally 
changing his relation to the ſaid Almas Ali; and he 
did himſelf labour to procure from all parts, atteſtations 
to prove him not guilty of the perfidy and diſloyalty 
of which he the ſaid Haſtings himſelf appears to have 
been to that very time his ſole accuſer, as he hath 
ſince been his moſt anxious advocate; but though he 
did uſe many endeavours to acquit Almas Ali of his 


intended flight, yet concerning his embezzlement and 


oppreſſions, the moſt important of all charges relative 
to that of the revenue and collection, he the ſaid Haſ- 
tings hath made no inquiry whatever, by which it 
might appear that he was not as fully guilty thereof 
as he had always repreſented him to be. But ſome 
time after he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, had arrived at 
Lucknow, in the year 1784, he ſuggeſted to the ſaid 
Almas Ali Khan the advance to the Company's uſe of 
a ſum of money, amounting to fifty thouſand pounds, 
or thereabouts; and the ſaid ſuggeſted advance was 
(as the ſaid Warren Haſtings aſſerts, no witneſs or do- 
cument of the tranſaction appearing) © chearfully, 
« and without hefitation, complied with, conſidering 
it as an evidence ſea/onably offered for the general re- 
« futation of the charges of perfidy and diſloyalty;“ 
—which practice of charging wealthy perſons with 
treaſon and diſloyalty, and afterwards acquitting them, 
on the payment of a ſum of money, is highly ſcan- 
dalous to the honour, juſtice, and government of Great 
Britain; and the offence is highly aggravated by the 
ſaid Haſtings's declaration to the Court of ne 

that 
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that ** the charges againſt Almas Ali Khan have been 
< too laboriouſly urged againſt him; and carried at 
% one time to ſuch an excels, which had nearly driven 
* him to abandon his country, for the preſervation of 
«his life and honour ,” and thus to give a © colour to 
te the charges themſelves,” when he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did well know, that he himſelf did conſider 
as a crime, and did make it an article in a formal accu- 
ſation againſt the Reſident Middleton, that he did not 
inform him, the ſaid Haſtings, of the ſuppoled trea- 
ſons of Almas Ali Khan, and of his deſign to abandon 
the country; when he himſelf did moit laboriouſly 
urge the charges againſt him; and when no attempt 
appears to have been made againſt the life of the ſaid 
Almas Ali Khan, except by the ſaid Warren IIaſtings 
himſelf. | | | 


LXXV. 


THAT the ſum of fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, or 
thereabouts, publicly taken by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, as an advance for the uſe of the Company, if given 
as a conſideration or fine, on account of the renewal for 
a long term of civil authority and military command, 
and the collection of the revenues to an immenſe 
amount, the ſame being at leaſt eight hundred thou - 
ſand pounds ſterling yearly, was ſo totally inadequate 
to the intereſt granted, that it may juſtly be preſumed, 
it was not on that, or on any public ground or condi- 
tion, that the ſaid Haſtings did delegate, out of all 
reach of reſumption or correction, a leaſe of boundleſs 
per and enormous profit, for ſo long a term, to 4 
nown oppreſſor of the country. 


LXXVI. 


THAT Warren Haſtings being at Lucknow in con- 
ſequence of his deputation aforeſaid, did, in his letter 
from that city, dated zoth of April 1784, recommend 
to the Court of Directors, “ as his laſt and ultimate 
« hope, that their wiſdom would put a final period to 
the ruinous and diſreputable Mem of interference, 

Rr « whether 
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« whether avorved or ſecret, in the affairs of the Naboh 
« of Oude; and withdraw for ever the influence by 
« which it is maintained ;” and did declare to the ſaid 
Court, that they ought to confine their vievs to the ſole 
maintenance of the old brigade ſtationed in Oude, by 
virtue of the firſt treaty with the reigning Nabob ; ex- 
preſſing himſelf in the following words to the Court 
of Directors: © If you tranſgreſs that line, you may 
« extend the diſtribution of patronage, and add o the for- 
«© tunes of individuals, and to the nominal riches of 
« Great Britain; but your own intereſts will ſuffer by 
« it; and the ruin of a great and once-flouriſhing nation 
© will be recorded as the work of your adminiſtration, 
« with an everlaſting reproach to the Britiſh name. To 
te this reaſoning I ſhall Join the obligations of juſtice and 
c good faith, which cut off every pretext for your exerci- 
te ing any power or autherity in this country, as long as 
* the Sovereign of it fulfils the engagements he has arti- 
t. cled ib pen . 


LXXVII. 


THAT it appears, by the extraordinary recommen- 
dation aforefaid, aſſerted by him, the ſaid Haſtings, to 
be enforced by the ** obligations of juſtice and good 
« faith,” that the ſaid Warren Haltings, at the time 
of writing the ſaid letter, had made an agreement to 
withdraw the Britiſh interference, repreſented by him 
« as a ryinous and diſreputable ſyſtem,” our of the 
dominions of the Nabob of Oude. But the inſtru- 
ment itſelf, in which the ſaid agreement is made, (if at 
all exiſting) does not appear; nor hath the ſaid Haſ- 
tings tranſmitted any decuments relative to the ſaid 
treaty, which is a neglect highly criminal ; eſpecially 
as he has informed the Company, in his letter from 
Benares, ** that he has promiſed the Nabob that he 
« will not abandon him to the chance of any other 
te mode of relation; and moſt confidently given him aſ- 
« ſurance of the ratification and confirmation of that 
te which he [the {aid Haſtings] had eſtabliſhed between 
** his government and the Company:“ the ſaid confi- 
gent aſſurance being given to an agreement never 
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roduced, and made without any ſort of authority 
he the Court of Directors ; an agreement preclu- 
ding, on the one hand, che operation of the diſcretion 
of his maſters in the conduct of their affairs; or, on the 
other, ſubjecting them to the hazard of an imputation 
on their faich, by breaking an engagement confidently 
made in their name, though without their conſent, by 
the firſt officer of their government. 


LXXVIII. 


THAT the ſaid Haſtings, farther to preclude the 
operation of ſuch diſcretionary conduct in the admi- 
niſtration of this kingdom, as circumſtances might call 
for, has informed the Directors, that he has gone ſo far 
as even to condition the exiſtence of the revenue itſelf, 
with the excluſion of the Company, his maſters, from 
all interference whatſoever; for in his letter to Mr. 
Wheler, dated Benares, 2oth September 1784, are 
the following words: »The Aumils [Collectors] de- 
“ manded that a clauſe ſhould be inſerted in their en- 
e gagements, that they were to be in full force for the 
„complete term of their leaſes, provided that no foreign 
& authority was exerciſed over them; or, in other 
« words, that their engagements were to ceaſe when- 
« ever they ſhould be interrupted in their funttions by 
&« the interference of an Engliſß agent. This requiſition 
« was officially notified to me by the acting miniſter; 
« and referred to me in form by the Nabob Vizier, 
© for my previous conſent to it: I encouraged it, and 
« I gave my conſent to it.” And the ſaid Haſtings 
has been guilty of the high — to inform his 
ſaid Maſters, that he has taken that courſe to com- 
pel them not to violate the aſſurances given by him in 
their name: — © There is one condition | namely, the 
* above condition] which eſſentially connecss the confir- 


< mation of the ſettlement itſelf with the intereſts of the 


& Company,” 


LXXIX. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who ſhewed on 
this occaſion an indecent diſtruſt of the Company's faith; 
1 did 
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did endeavour at other times, namely, in his inſtrue- 
tions to the Secret Agent, Major Palmer, dated the 
6th of May 1782, Art. 5, to limit the confidence to be 
repoſed in the Britiſh Government to the duration of his 
own power, in the following words: © It is very much 
* my deſire to impreſs the Nabob with a thorough con- 
ec fidencc in the faith and juſtice of our Government; 
ce that is to ſay, in my own, while I am at the head of 
« it: I cannot be anſwerable for the acts of others in- 
* dependent of me.“ 


LXXX. 


THAT the faid Warren Haſtings did, in his letter, 
dated Benares, the 1ſt of October 1784, to the Court 
ot Directors, write, © that if they [rhe Directors] ma- 
„ nifeſted no ſymptoms of an intended interference, the 
e objects of his engagements will be obtained; but if 
« a different policy fhall be adopted; if new agents 
« are ſent into the country, and armed with authority 
&© for the purpoſes of vengeance or corruption, (for to 
& no other will they be applied ;) if new demands are 
© made on the Nabob Vizier, and accounts overcharged 
«©. on one fide, with a wide latitude taken on the other, 
« to ſwell his debt beyond the means of payment; if 
„political dangers are portended, to ground on them 
« the plea of burdening his country with unneceſſary 
© defences and enormous ſubſidies ; of if, even abſtain- 
„ing from direct encroachment on the Nabob's rights, 
« your Government ſhall ſhew but à degree of perſonal 
« kindneſs to the partizans of the late uſurpation, or by 
« any conſtructive indication of partiality and diſſatis- 
« faction, furniſh grounds for the expectation of an ap- 
« proaching change of ſyſtem ;—I am ſorry to ſay that 
« all my labours will prove abortive.” 


LXXXI. 


THAT all the meaſures deprecated in future by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, with a reference to former con- 
duct, in his ſeveral letters aforeſaid, being (ſo far as the 


fame ate intelligible) ſix in number, have been all of 
them 
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them the proper acts and meaſures of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings himſelf z for he did himſelf firſt of all intro- 
duce, and did afterwards continue and ſupport, that 
interference (which he now informs the Court of Di- 
rectors is ruinous and diſreputable, and which the 
ce very ſymptoms of an intention to renew, he confiders 
tc in the higheſt degree dangerous) ;” he did direct, 
with a controlling and abſolute authority, in every de- 
partment of government, and in every diſtrict in the do- 
mions of the Nabob of Oude. — Secondly, The ap- 
intment of agents, which was eminently the a& of 
15 own adminiſtration; he not only retaining many 
agents in the country of Oude, both © ſecret and 
* avowed,” but allo ſending ſome of them, in defiance 
to the orders of that very Court of Directors, to whom, 
in his ſaid letter of the iſt of October, 1784, he aſ- 
figns © vengeance and corruption”, as the only mo- 
tives that can produce ſuch appointments.—Thirdly, 
That he, the faid Warren Haſtings, did inſtruct one of 
the ſaid agents, and did charge him, upon pain of © & 
* dreadful reſponſibility,” to perform ſundry acts of 
violence againſt perſons of the higheſt diſtinftion, and 
neareſt relation to the Prince; which acts were juſtly 
liable to the imputation of“ vengeance” in the execu- 
tion, and which he, in his reply to the defence of Mid- 
dleton to one of his charges, did declare to be liable 
to the ſuſpicion of © corruption” in the relaxation. 
Fourthly, That he did raiſe new demands on the Vizier, 
% and overcharge accounts on one fide, and take a wide 
*« latitude on the other,” by ſending up a new, and, 
before, unheard-of overcharge of four hundred thou- 
ſand pounds and upwards, not made by the Reſident, 
or admitted by the Vizier; and by adding the ſame, 
did ſwell his debt“ beyond the means of payment ;” 
and did even infert, as the ninth article of his charge 
againſt Middleton, “his omitting to take any notice 
&« of the additional balance of rupees 26,48,571, ſtated 
ce by the Accountant General to be due from the Vi- 
% Zier on the zoth of April 1580;” to which he did 
add 14 lacks more, making together the above ſum.— 
Fiſthly, That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did aſſign 
6e political 
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political dangers“ in his minute of the 13th of De- 
cember 1779, for burdening the ſaid Nabob of Oude 
** with unneceſſary defences and enormous ſubſidies ;” 
with regard to which he then declared, that“ it was 
« our part, not his (the Nabob's) to judge and to de- 
« termine.” — And fixthly, That he did not only ſhew 
the deſign, but the fact of perſonal kindneſs to the par- 
tizans of what he here calls, as well as in another let- 
ter, and in one minute of conſultation, a © late uſur- 
* pation,” he having rewarded the principal and moſt 
obnoxious of the inſtruments of the ſaid late uſurpa- 
tion (if ſuch it was) Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, with 
an honourable and profitable embaſſy to the Court of 
the Nizam. 


LXXXII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, therefore, by aſ- 
ſuming an authority which he himſelf did confider as 
an «/urpation, and by acts, in virtue of that uſurped au- 
thority, done in his own proper perſon, and by agents 
appointed by himſelf, and proceeding (though with ſome 
- mitigation, for which one of them was by him cenſured 
and accufed) under his own expreſs and poſitive orders 
and inſtructions, and thereby eitabliſhing, as he himſelf 
obſerved, © a ſyſtem of interference, diſreputable and 
* ruinous, which could only be ſubſervient to promote 
« patronage, private intereſt, private embezzlement, 
« corruption, and vengeance,” to the public detriment 
of the Company, * and to the ruin of a once-flourilhing 
« nation, and eternally reproachful to the Britiſhname;” 
and for the evil effects of which ſyſtem, © as his ſole 
„and ultimate hope” and remedy, he recommends an 
entire abdication for ever, not only of all power and au- 
thority, but even of the interference and influence of 
Great Britain ;—is guilty of an high crime and miſde- 
meanor. | 


LXXXIII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter from 


Chunar of the 29th of November, 1781, bas repre- 
ſented 


ü 

|; 
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ſented that very influence and interference (which in 
three public papers he denominates © a late uſurpation” ) 
as being authorized by a regular treaty and agreement, 
voluntarily made with the Nabob himſelf, at a place 
called Chunar, on the 19th of September 1781, a copy 
of which hath been tranſmirted to the Court of Di- 
rectors; and that three perſons were preſent at the ex- 
ecution of the ſame, two whereof were Middleton and 
Johnſon, his agents and reſidents at Oude; the third, 
the Miniſter of the Nabob. And he did, in his paper 
written to the Council General, and tranſmitted to the 
Court of Directors, not only declare that the ſaid inter- 
ference was agreed to by the ſaid Nabob, and ſealed 
with his ſeal ; but would be highly beneficial to him; 
aſſuring the ſaid Council, © that if the Reſident per- 
*« formed his duty, in the execution of his | the ſaid 
* Haſtings's ] inſtructions, the Nabob's part of the en- 
„gagement will prove of till greater benefit to him 
* than to our Government, in whoſe behalf it was ex- 
* acted; and that the participation which is allowed 
* our Reſident in the inſpettion gf the public treaſure, 
* will ſecure the receipt of the Company's demands, 
te whilſt ihe influence which our Government will AL- 


#* WAYS poſſeſs over the public miniſter of the Nabeb, 


c and the authority of our own, will be an effectual 
** means of ſecuring an attentive and faithful diſcharge 


«6 of their ſeveral truſts, both towards the Company and 


be the Vizier,“ 
LXXXIV. 
AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only ſettle a 


plan, of which the agency and interference aforeſaid was 
a part, and aſſert the beneficial conſequences thereof, but 
did alſo record, that the ſame “ was a great public 
* meaſure, conſtituted on a large and eftabliſhed ſyſtem, 
* and deſtructive, in its inſtant effects, of the intereſt 
* and fortune of many patroniſed individuals ;” and 
in conſequence of the ſaid treaty, he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did authorize and poſitively require his agent 
aforeſaid to interfere in, and control and regulate all the 

h Nabo#'s 
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Nabob's affairs whatſoever ; and the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings having made for the Company, and its name, 
an acquiſition of power and authority, even if it had 
been abuſed by others, he ought to have remedied the 
abule, and brought the guilty to condign puniſhment, 
inſtead of making another treaty, without their appro- 
bation, conſcnt, or knowledge, and to this time not 
communicated to them; by which it appears he has 
. annulled the former treaty, and the authority thereby 
acquired to the Company, as a grievance and uſupa- 
tion ; to which, from the general corruption of their 
ſervice, no other remedy could be applied than a for- 
mal r=nunciation of their power and influence; for 
which ſaid actings and doings the ſaid Warren Haſt> 
ings is guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor, 


LXXXV. 


THAT the Company's army in India is an object re- 
quiring the moſt vigilant and conſtant inſpection, both 
to the happineſs of the natives, the ſecurity of the Bri- 
tiſh power, and to its own obedience and giſcipline, and 
does require that inſpection, in proportion as it is re- 
moved from the principal ſcat of Government; and tlie 
number and diſcipline of the troops kept up by the native 
Princes, along with Britiſh troops, is alſo of great moment 
and importance to the lame ends: that Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, pretending to purſue the ſame, did, in virtue of 
an authority acquired by the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, 

ive ſtrict orders, and to which he did demand a moſt 
emplicit obedience, that all officers of the Nabob's army 
ſhould be appointed “ with the concurrence of the Refi- 
dent; and ſuppoſing the caſe, that perſons of ob- 
noxious de ſcription, or of known diſaffection to the Bri- 
tiſh Government (of which he left the Reſident to be 
the Judge) might be appointed, he did direct the fol- 
lowing words: © You are in ſuch caſe to remonſtrate 
<« apainſt it; and if the Vizier ſhould perſiſt in his 
* choice, you are peremptorily, and in my name, to op- 
t poſe it as @ breach of his agreement ;” and he did alſo 
direct, that the. Mootiana | or ſoldiers employed - 
| he 
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& the collection of revenue] ſhould. be reformed, and 
& reduced into one corps for the whole ſervice ; and 
« that no infantry ſhould be left in the Nabob's ſervice, 
« but what may be neceſſary for his body guard; 
and he did farther order and direct as follows: © That 
© in quelling diſturbances, the Commander of the 
tc forces ſhould aſſiſt you [the ſaid — on the re- 
« quiſition of the Vizier, communicated through you 
* to him [the ſaid Commander] or at your own ſingle 
« application. It is directed, that the regiment ordered 
c for the immediate protection of your office and per- 
« ſon, at Lucknow, ſhall be relieved every | na 
c months, and during its ſtay there ſhall act ſolely and 
«- excluſively under your orders.” And it appears, in 
the courſe of the Company's correſpondence, that the 
country troops, under the Nabob's ſole direction, would 
be ill-diſciplined and unſerviceable, if not worſe; and 
therefore the ſaid Warren Haſtings did order, that“ no 
<* infantry ſhould be kept in his ſervice ;” yet it appears 
that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did make an arrangement 
for a body of native troops, wholly out of the control 
or inſpection of the Britiſh Government, and left a 
written order in the hands of Major Palmer (one of Eis 
agents, who had been continued there, though the Com- 
pany was not permitted to employ any) to be tranſmitted 
to Colonel Cumming, as ſoon as an adequate force ſhall 
be provided for the defence of the Nabod's frontier, by de- 
tachments from the Nabod's own battalions, the ſaid Co- 
lonel Cumming's forces, whom the others were to ſu- 
perſede and replace, conſiſting wholly of infantry, and 
which, being intended for the ſame ſervice; were pro- 
bably of the ſame conſtitution. 


LXXXVI. 


THAT the old brigade of Britiſh troops, which by 
treaty was to remain, had been directed, by the inſtruc- 
tions of the ſaid Haſtings to the Reſident Middleton, 
and to the Reſident Briſtow, © not to be employed at 
e the requiſition of the Vizier, any otherwiſe than 
through the Reſident;“ and the ſaid direction was 


88 properly 
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properly given, it not being fit that Britiſh troops 
ſhould be under the ſole direction of foreign indepen- 
dent Princes, or of any other than the Britiſn Govern- 
ment; yet, notwithſtanding the proper and neceſſary 
direction aforeſaid, notwithſtanding his powers under 
the treaty of Chunar, and his own ted orders; and 
notwithſtanding the miſchiefs 1 which the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did foreſee would reſult there- 
from, if left under the ſole direction of the Nabob, 
and their own diſcretion, he the faid Warren Haſtings 
hath left the ſaid troops, by his new treaty, without 
any local control, or even inſpection, having ſtipulated 
with the ſaid Nabob not to exerciſe any authority, . 
or even influence, ſecret or avowed, within his domi- 
nions. 


LXXXVII. 


THAT the crime of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in at- 
tempting thus to abandon the Britiſh army to the ſole 
deſcretion of the Nabob of Oude, is exceedingly aggra- 
vated by the deſcription given by him ſeverally of the 
ſaid Nabob of Oude, and of the Britiſh army ſtationgd 
for the defence of his dominions; in his letters to the 
Court of Directors, and in his minutes of conſultation, 
and particularly in his letter of 
on immediately on the acceſfion of the 
Nabob, he did inform the ſaid Court, © that the Nabob 
„ had not, by all accounts, the qualities of the head 
c or heart which fitted him for that office, though 
© there was no diſpute concerning his right to ſuc- 
ce ceed;” and ſome years afterwards,” when his ac- 
counts muſt have been rendered more certain, he did, 
in his minute of conſultation, of the 15th of Decem- 
ber 1779, (regularly tranſmitted to the Court of Direc- 
tors) upon a diſcuſſion for withdrawing certain troops, 
kept up in the Nabob's country without his conſent by 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſtrongly urge as follows: 
“ The geceſſity of maintaining the influence and force 
*« Which we poſſeſs in the country; that the diſorders 
< of his ſtate ſ the Nabob of Oude's ſtate] and diſſipa- 


tion 
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& nation of his revenues, are the effects of his own con - 
cc which has failed, not ſo much from the uſual 
effects of incapacity, as from the deteftable choice he 
« bas made of the miniſters of bis power, and the parti- 
« cipation of bis confidence. I forbear to expatiate far- 


e ther on his character: it is ſufficient that I am under- 


< ſtood by the members of this Board, who muſt know 
« the truth of my alluſions. Mr. Francis {a member 
« of the Board] ſurely was not aware of the injury 
« he did me {Warren Haſtings] by attributing to the 
e ſpirit of party the character I gave Aſuph ul Dowlah 
« [the Nabob of Oude] he himſelf knows it 1% be 
cc true; and it is one of thoſe notorieties which ſuperſede 
& the neceſſity of any evidence. I was forced to the allu- 
« fron I made, by the impulation caſt on this Government, 
« as having cauſed the evils which prevail in the Govern- 
* ment of the Nabob of Oude, which. I could only anſwer 
« by aſcribing them to their true cauſe, the character and 
4 conduct of the Nabob of Oude. And the reſident 
(appointed by the ſaid Haſtings, againſt the orders 
of the Court of Directors, as his particular confiden- 
tial repreſentative, one whom the ſaid N abob did him- 
ſelf requeſt might be continued with him, by an en- 
agement in writing for ever), did ſome time before, that 
is, on the 3d of January 1779, aſſure the ſaid Haſtings 
and the Council General, * that fuch is his Exceltency's 
« [the Nabob of Oude's] diſpoſition, and ſo entirely has 
& be loft the confidence and affections of his ſubjects, that 
4 unleſs ſome reſtraint is impoſed on him, which would 
< effectually ſecure thoſe who live under the protection 
« of his government from violence and oppreſſion, I am 
« but too well convinced, that no man of reputation 
* or property will long continue in theſe provinces,” 
And that the ſaid Reſident proceeds to an inſtance of 


| oppreſſion and rapine, “ out of many of the Nabob's, 


F* which has cauſed a total diſaffection and want of con- 
& fidence among his ſubjects: he hoped the Board 
e would take it into their humane conſideration, and 
te interpoſe their influence, and prevent an act which 
* would inevitably bring diſgrace upon himſelf, and 
a proportionable degree of diſcredit on the na- 
Ny 88 2 tional 
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« tional character of the Engliſh, which I confider ta 
* be more or leſs concerned in every act of his adminiſtra- 


66 #709.” 


LXXXVIII. 


THAT no exception was ever taken by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to the truth of the facts, or to the juſtneſs 
of the obſervation of the ſaid Reſident, which he did 
tranſmit to the Court of Directors. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in his letter from Chunar, dated the 
29th of November 1781, ſpeaking of the reftraints 
which had been put by him, the ſaid Haſtings, on the 
Nabob, relative to his own Mootiana, or forces for col- 
lection and police, and the neceſſity of giving the Reſi- 
dent a control in the nomination of the officers of his 
army, has aſſerted “ that the neceſſity of the reſervation 
« aroſe from a too-well known defect in the Na- 
** bob's character; if this check be withdrawn, and the 
* choice left abſolutely to the Nabob, the frft com- 
* mands in his army will be filled with the moſt worth- 
* leſs and abandoned of his ſubjefs ; — bis late Com- 
* mander in Chief is a ſignal and ſcandalous inſtance 
* of tht 7 


LXXXIX. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated Benares, the 15th of Octo- 
ber 1784, even after he had made the aforeſaid renun- 
ciation to the Nabob of the Company's authority and 
influence, did write,“ that the Nabob, though moſt 
« gentle in his manners, aud endued with an under- 
« ſtanding much above the common level, has been 
c unfortunately bred up in habits that draw his attention 
c too much from his own affairs, and often ſubje& him 
« to the guidance of inſidious and unworthy confidants ;” 
which character of the Nabob, though more decently 
expreſſed than in his former minutes, ſubſtantially 
agrees with them. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
jaform the Court of Directors, after he had ſolemnly 
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covenanted to withdraw all the Company's influence on 
the aſſurances and pon of a Jperſon fo by him» 
ſelf deſcribed, that, for reaſons grounded on his know- 
ledge of the imbecility of the character of the Nabob, 
he waited in a frontier town, “ that he might be at 
& hand to counteract any attempt to defeat the effect 
te of his proceedings at Lucknow ;” and in his letter 
to Mr. Wheler from the ſame place, he did write in 
the following words: ] am ſtill near enough to attend 
« to the firſt effects of the execution, and to interfere 
« with MY influence for the removal of any obſtruc- 
© tions to which they are or may be liable.” He 
therefore found that there was none, or but an inſuffi- 
cient ſecurity to the effect of his treaty, but in his 
own direct perſonal violation of it. What otherwiſe was 
wanting in the ſecurity for the Nabob's engagements, 
was to be ſupplied as follows: * The moſt reſpectable 
« perſons of his family will be employed to counteract 
cc every other which may tend to warp him from it; 
« and J am ſorry to ſay that ſuch afſilance was wanting.” 
And in another letter, “that he had equal 8 to 
tc expect every degree of ſupport which could be given 
« it by the t cbaracters of his family, who aro warmly 
ce and zealouſly intereſted in it.” The principal male 
character of the family, and of the moſt influence in 
that family, being Salar Fung, uncle to the Nabob ; 
and the firſt female characters of the family, being the 
mother and grandmother of the reigning ſovereign ; 
all of whom, male and female, he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in ſundry letters of his own, in the tranf- 
miſhon of various official documents, and even in afh- 
davits ſtudiouſly collected, and ſworn before Sir Elijah 
Impey during his ſhort refidence at Lucknow and Be- 
nares, did himſelf repreſent as perſons entirely diſaf- 
fected to the Engliſh power in India, as having been 
principal promoters, if not original contrivers, of a 
_ rebellion and revolt for the utter extirpa- 

ion of the Engliſh nation; and, as ſuch, he, the Gia 


Warren Haſtings, did compel the Nabob reluctantly to 
take from them their landed eſtates ; and yet the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings has had the preſumption to attempt 
jo impoſe on the Eaſt- India Company, by pretending 
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to place his reliance on thoſe three perſons for a ſettle. 
ment favourable to the Company's intereſts, on his re- 
nunciation of all their on power, authority, and in- 
fluence, and on his leaving their army to the ſole and 
uncontrolled diſcretion of a ſtranger, meriting, in his 
opinion, the deſcription given by him as aforeſaid, as 
well as by him frequently aſſerted to be politically in- 
capable of ſupporting his own power, without the aid 
of the forces of the Company. And the offence of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in abandoning a conſiderable 
part of the Britiſh army in the manner aforeſaid, is 
much increaſed by the deſcription which he has himſelf 
given of the ſtate of the ſaid army, and particularly 
of that part thereof which is ſtationed in the Nabob of 
Oude's dominions. For he did himſelf, on the 29th of 
November 1781, tranſmit the information following 
on that ſubject to the Court of Directors, namely, 
that the remote ſtations of thoſe troops, placing the 
* commanding officers beyond the notice and control 
* of the Board | the Council General] at Calcutta, af. 
* forded too much of opportunity and temptation for 
5 unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion of 
«© peculation and rapacity throughout the whole army; a 
* moſt remarkable inſtance, and uncontrovertible proof 
ce of the prevalence of this ſpirit, has been ſeen in the 
«© Court Martial upon Captain Erſkine, where the Court, 
*© compoſed of officers of rank and reſpectable charac» 
« ters, unanimouſly and honourably, (moſt honourably) 
« upon an acknowledged fact, acquitted him, which, 
ce in times of ſtricter diſcipline would have been 
« deemed a crime deſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment.” 
From which repreſentation (if the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings did not Fſely and unjuſtly accuſe and flander 
the Company's ſervice) it appeared, that the pecu- 
lation which infected the whole army, derived from 
the taint which it had in Oude, and ſo fatal to the 
diſcipline of the troops, would be dangerouſly in- 
creaſed by his treaty and agreement aforeſaid with the 
Nabob, and by his own ſaid evil counſel to the Court 
of Directors. 


La) 


XC. THAT 


ARTICLE XVI. 319 


XC. 


THAT it appears, after the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
had, on grounds ſo diſgraceful to the Britiſh nation and 
Government) agreed to remove for ever the Britiſh in- 
fluence and interference from the Government of Oude, 
on account of diſorders in the ſaid Government ſolely 
produced by his own criminal acts and criminal con- 
nivances, that he did overturn his own ſettlement as 
ſoon as he had made it; and did, after he had aboliſhed 
the Company's Refidency as a grievance, wholly violate 
his own ſolemn agreement; for he did, for his private 
r continue therein his own private agent, Major 

almer, with a number of officers and penſioners, at a 
charge to the revenues of the country greatly exceed- 
ing that of the eſtabliſhment under Mr. Briſtow, which 
he did repreſent as frightfully enormous, and which 
he pretended to remove; the former amounting to 
I12,950l., the latter only to 64,2021. 


XCl. 


THAT his own ſecret agent, Major Palmer, did re- 
ceive a ſalary or allowance equal to 22, Sool. a year out 
of the diſtreſſed province of Oude; and this the ſaid 
Palmer declared not to be more than he abſolutely - 
did really and bona fide ſpend; and that he had retrench- 
ed conſiderably * in ſome of the articles, fince the ex- 
« pence has been borne by the Vizier, and in every 
46 wg wag he made as little parade and appearance as 
«& his ſtation would admit,” his ſtation being that of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings's private agent. But if the 
ſaid ample ſalary muſt be conſidered as merely equal to 
the expences, large ſecret emoluments muſt be preſumed 
to attend it, in order to make it a place advantageous 
to the holder thereof. That the ſaid Palmer did apply 
to the Board at Calcutta for a new authority to continue 
the ſaid eſtabliſhments, he conceiving their continu- 
ance, * after the period of the Governor General/s de- 
«6 parture, depended upon the pleaſure of the Board, 
* and not upon the authority of the Governor General, 
* under the ſanction of which they were eſtabliſhed or 
* confirmed.” 


XCII. THAT 
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XCII. 


THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to ruin 
the Reſident Briſtow, and to juſtify himſelf for his for- 
mer proceedings reſpecting him, did bring before the 
Board a new charge againſt him, for having paid a large 
eſtabliſhment of offices and penſions to the Company's 
ſervants from the revenues of Oude; and the ſaid Briſ- 
row, in making his defence againſt the charge afore- 
ſaid, did plead, that he had found all the allowances on 
his liſt eſtabliſhed before his laſt appointment to the 
Reſidency ; that they had grown to that exceſs in the 
interval between his firſt removal by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and his re- appointment; and having adduced 
many reaſons to make it highly improbable that the 
ſaid Haſtings was not perfectly well acquainted with it, 
and did approve of the expenſive eſtabliſhments 'which 
he, the ſaid Briſtow, ſimply had paid, but not impoſed, 
he did alledge, beſides the official aſſurances of his pre- 
deceſſor, Middleton, certain facts, as amounting to a 
direct proof that the Governor General, Warren Hal- 
tings, was not averſe to the Vizier's granting large ſa- 
laries to more than one European gentleman; and the 
firſt inſtance was to Mr, Thomas, a ſurgeon, who, ex- 
cluſive of his pay from the Company, which was 
1440l. a year, claimed from the Vizier, with Mr. Haf- 
tings's knowledge, the ſum of 97631. a year, and up- 
wards, making together 11, 203l. per annum. The 
next was Mr. Trevor Wheler, who did receive upon 
the ſame eſtabliſhment, when he was fourth aſſiſtant at 
Oude, 6,000L. a year; and which laſt fact the ſaid 
Haſtings has admitted upon record, © that the accu- 
« ſations of Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper, did oblige 
« and compel! him to acknowledge,” denying at the 
ſame time that the allowance of the Reſidents Middle- 
ton and Briſtow, except in this ſingle inſtance, were 
ever authoriſed by him; whereas his own agent, Pal- 
mer, did, in his letter of the 27th of March 178g, 
| repreſent, that the ſaid falaries and allowances (if not 
? more and larger) were by him authoriſed or con- 
firmed. 


XCIII. THAT 


ARTICLE XVI. 321 


XCIII. 


THAT the aforeſaid Briſtow did alſo produce the 
following letter, in proof that Mr. Haſtings knew and 
approved of large ſalaries to Britiſh ſubjects upon the 
revenues of Oude; and which he did declare, that no- 
thing but the neceſſity of ſelf-defence could have in- 
duced him to produce. 

«© Dear Briſtow, h 

Sir Eyre Coote has ſome field allowances to receive 
« from the Vizier; they amount to Sicca rupees 1 5,554 
“ per month; and he has been paid up by the Vizier 
* ro the 2oth of Auguſt 1782. The Governor has 
* directed me to write to you, to requelt you to re- 
& ceive what is due from the Vizier from the 20th of 
« Auguſt laſt, at the rate of Lucknow Sicca rupees 
* 15,554 per month, and ſend me a bill for the amounr, 
ce the receipt of which I will acknowledge in the ca- 
“ pacity of Sir Eyre Coote's attorney; and the Gover- 
* nor deſires, that you will continue to receive Sir 
„ Eyre Coote's field allowances at the ſame rate, and 
F* remit the money to me as it comes in. 


Calcutta, January (Signed) 


25, 178g. 
| CHARLES CROFTES.,” 


XCIV. | 
THAT Sir Eyre Coote aforeſaid was, at the time of 
the ſaid field allowances, not ſerving in the country of 
Oude, on which the ſaid allowances were charged, but 
in the Carnatic. 


XCV 


THA from the declaration of the ſaid Haſtings him- 


ſelf, that it was the accuſations of Mr, Briſtow and Mr. 
Cowper, that could alone “ ob/ige and compel him to ac- 
* knowledge” certain of his aforeſaid practices, and that 
nothing © but the neceſſity of ſelf defence” could have in- 
duced Mr. Briſtow to make public another, and much 
ſtronger, inſtance of the ſame, it is to be violently pre- 
ſumed, that where either, or both, theſe neceſſities did 
not exiſt, many evil and oppreſſive practices of the 
uy Haſtings do remain undiſcovered. That if it 
ad not been for the conteſts between him, the ſaid 
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Haſtings, and the Reſident Briſtow, not only the before« 
mentioned particulars, but the whole of the expenſive 
civil eſtabliſhments for Engliſh ſervants at Oude, would 


have been for ever concealed from the Directors, and 
from Parliament; and yet the ſaid Haſtings has had 


the audacity to pretend ſo complete an ignorance of 


the facts, that, repreſenting the Vizier as objecting to 
the largeneſs of the payments made by Briſtow, and 
ſtating a very reduced liſt, which he was willing to 
allow for, amounting to 30,000]. a year, the ſaid 
Haſtings did affect to be alarmed at the magnitude even 


of the liſt ſo curtailed, expreſſing himſelf as follows, 


in his minute of the 7th of December 1784—“ For 
my own part, when the Vizier's Miniſter firſt in- 
&« formed me, that the amount which his maſter had 
“ authoriſed, and was willing to admit, for the charges 
* of the Reſidency, and the allowances of the gentle- 
% men at Lucknow, was 25, ooo rupees per month, I 
% own I was ſtartled at the magnitude of the ſum, 
% and was ſome days heſitating in my mind, whether 
« I could with propriety admit of it:“ although he 
well knew, that the three ſums alone, of which the 
neceſſities aforeſaid had compelled the diſcovery, did 
greatly exceed that ſum, by which, at the firſt hearing, 
he affects to be exceedingly alarmed, and thrown into 
a ſtate of heſitation, which continued for ſome days ; 
and although he, the ſaid Haſtings, was conſcious that 
he had, at the very time, authoriſed an eſtabliſnment 
to more than four times the amount thereof. 


XCVI. 


THAT in the ſaid deceits, prevarications, contradic- 
tions, malicious accuſations, fraudulent concealments, 
and compelled diſcoveries, and in the faid ſecret, cor- 
rupt, and prodigal diſpoſition of the revenues of Oude, 
as well as his breach of faith to the Nabob, in conti- 
nuing expenſive eſtabliſhments, under a private agent 
of his own, after he had agreed to remove the Com- 
pany's agent, the ſaid Warren Haſtings is guilty of an 
high offence and miſdemeanor, 


* 
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Mahomed Reza Khän. 


I. 
N it was the declared policy of the Company, 


on the acquiſition of the Duannee of Bengal, to 
continue the country government, under the inſpection 
of the Reſident at the Nabob's Durbar in the firſt in- 
ſtance, and that of the Preſident and Council in the 
laſt; and for that purpoſe they did ſtipulate to aſſign, 
for the ſupport of the dignity of the Nabob, an annual 
allowance from the revenues, equal to four hundred 


pounds a year. 
H. 


That, during the country government, the principal 
active perſon in the adminiſtration of affairs, for rank, 
and for reputation of probity, and of knowledge in the 
revenues and the laws, was Mahomed Reza Khan, who, 
beſides large landed property, was poſſeſſ-d of offices, 
whoſe emoluments amounted nearly, if not altogether, 
to one hundred thouſand pounds a year, 


III. 


That the Company's ſervants, in the beginning, were 
not converſant in the affairs of the revenue, and ſtood 
in need of natives of integrity and experience to act in 
the management thereof, On that ground, as well as 
in regard to the rank which Mahomed Reza Khan held 
in the country, and the confidence of the people in 
him, they, the Preſident and Council, did inform the 
Court of Directors, in their letter of the 3oth of Sept. 
1765, that “ as Mahomed Reza Khan's ſhort admini- 
« tration was irreproachable, they determined to con- 
ce tinue him in a ſhare of the authority ;” and this 
information was not given lightly, but was founded 
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upon an enquiry into his conduct, and a minute ex- 
amination of charges made againſt him by his rivals 
in the Nabob's Court; they having inſinuated to the 
Nabob, that a deſign was formed for depoſing him, 
and placing Mahomed Reza on his throne; but, on 
examination, the Preſident and Council declare, that 
* he had ſo openly and candidly accounted for every 
ce rupee diſburſed from the Treaſury, that they couid 
* not, without injury to his character, and injuſtice 
* to his conduct, during his ſhort adminiſtration, re- 
c fuſe continuing him in a ſhare of the government.” 


IV. 


That the Company had reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
the arrangement made, ſo far as it regarded him; the 
Preſident and Council having informed them in the 
following year, in their letter of the gth of December 
1766, that “ the large increaſe of the revenue muſt, 
« in a great meaſure, be aſcribed to Mr. Sykes's aſ- 
* ſiduity, and to Mahomed Reza Khiy's profound know- 
* ledge in the finances. 

V. 

That the then Preſident and Council, finding it ne- 
ceſſary to make ſeveral reforms in the adminiſtration, 
were principally aided in the ſame by the ſuggeſtion, 
advice, and aſſiſtance of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan; 
and, in their letter to the Court of Directors of the 24th 
of June 1767, they ſtate their reſolution of reducing 
the emoluments of office, which before had ariſen from 
a variety of preſents, and other perquiſites, to fixed 
allowances; and they ſtate the merits of Mahomed 
Reza Khin therein, as well as the importance, dignity, 
and reſponſibility of his ſtation, in the tollowing man- 
ner: 

« Mahomed Reza Khin has now, of himſelf, with 
« great geiicacy e, honour, repreſented to us the evil 
* conſequences that muſe enſue from the continuance 
of this practice; ſince, by ſuffering the principal 
* officers of the government to depend for the ſupport 
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of their dignity on the precarious fund of perquiſites, 
they i a manner oblige them to purſue oppreſſive 
and corrupt meaſures, equally injurious to the coun- 
try and the company; and they accordingly aſſigned 
twelve lack of rupees for the maintenance and ſup- 
port of the ſaid Mahome ] Reza Khan, and two 


other principal perſons, who held in their hands. 


the moſt important employments of that govern- 
ment, having regard to their elevated ſtations, and 
to the expediency of ſupporting them in all the ſhew 
and parade requiſite to keep up the authority and 
influence of their reſpective offices, as they are all 
men of weight and conſideration in the country, who 
held places of great truſt and profit under the fore 
mer government, We further propoſe, by this act 
of generolity, to engage their cordial ſervices, and 
confirm them ſteady in our intereſts, ſince they can- 
not hope, from the moſt ſucceſsful ambition, to riſe 
to greater advantages by any chance or revolution of 
affairs. At the ſame time it was reaſonable we 
ſhould not loſe fight of Mahomed Reza Khan's paſt 
ſervices; he has purſued the Company's intereſt with 
ſteadineſs and diligence ; his abilities qualify him to 

erform the moſt important ſervices. The un- 
avoidable charges of his particular ſituation are 
great; in dignity he ſtands ſecond ta the Nabob 
only ;—and as he engages to increaſe the revenues, 
without injuſtice or oppreſſion, to more than the 
amount of his ſalary, and lo relinquiſh thoſe advantages, 
to the amount of eight lacks of rupees per annum, which 
he heretofore enjoyed, we thought it proper, in the 
diſtribution of ſalaries, to conſider Mahomed Reza 
Khan in a light ſuperior to the other Miniſters, We 
have only to obſerve farther, that great and ener- 
mous as the ſum muſt appear, which we have al- 
lotted for the ſupport of the Miniſters of, the govern- 
ment, we will not heſitate to pronounce that it is 


neceſſary and reaſonable, and will appear fo, on the 


conſideration of the power which men employed 
on theſe important ſervices have, either to ob- 
ſtruct or promote the public good, unleſs their 
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integrity be confirmed by the ties of gratitude and 
< intereſt,” 


VI. 


That the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan continued, with 
the ſame diligence, ſpirit, and fidelity, to execute the 
truſt repoſed in him, which comprehended a large pro- 
portion of the, weight of government, and particularly 
of the collections ; and his attachment to the intereſt 
of the Company, and his extenſive knowledge, was 
again, in the courſe of the year 1767, fully acknow- 
ledged, and ſtated to the Court of Directors; and it 
farther appears, that by an inceſſant application to bu- 
ſineſs, his health was conſiderably impaired, which 
gave occaſion, in the year following, that is, in Feb. 
1768, to a freſh acknowledgment of his ſervices, in 
theſe terms: “ We muſt, in juſtice to Mahomed 
„Reza Khan, expreſs the high ſenſe we entertain of 
<« his abilities, and of the indefatigable attention he 
ce has ſhewn in the execution of the important truſt 
«© repoſed in him; and we cannot but lament the pro- 
«« ſpect of loſing his ſervices, from the preſent declin- 
& ing ſtate of his health.“ 


VII. 


That as, in the increaſe of the revenue, the ſaid 
Mahomed Reza Khin was employed as a perſon likely 
to improve the lame without detriment to the people, 
to, whea the ſtate ot any province ſeemed to require a 
remiſſion, he was emplo ed as a perſon diſpoſed to the 
relief of the people without F aud to the revenue; and 
this was expreiied by the Preſident and Council as 
tollows, with relation to the remiſſions granted in the 
province of Baher: * That the general knowledge of 
„% Mahomed Reza Khan, in all matters relative to the 
©& Duannee revenues, induced us to conſent to ſuch 
% deductions being made, from the general ſtate of 
_ © that province at the Jait Poonah, as may be deemed 
irrecoverable, or ſuch as may procure an 2 
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« relief and encouragement to the Ryots in the future 
« cultivation of their lands.” 


VIII. 


That the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, in the execu- 
tion of the ſaid great and important truſts and powers, 
was not ſo much as ſuſpected of an ambitious or en- 
croaching ſpirit, which might make him dangerous to 
the Company's, then recent, authority, or which might 
render his precedence injurious to the conſideration due 
to his colleagues in office; but on the contrary, it 
appears that a plan having been adopted for dividing 
the adminiſtration, in order to remove the Nabob's 
jealouſies, the ſame was in danger of being ſubverted 
by the ambition “ of two of his colleagues, and the 
* exceſſive moderation of Mahomed Reza Khin.” And for 
a remedy of the inconveniencies, which might ariſe 
from the exceſs of an accommodating temper, though 
attended with irreproachable integrity, the Preſident 
and Council did fend one of their own members, as 
their deputy to the Nabob of Bengal, at his capital of 
Maxadavad ; and this meaſure appears to have been 
adopted for the ſupport of Mahomed Reza Khan, in 
conſequence of an enquiry made, and advice given by 
Lord Clive, in his letter of the 2d of July 1765; in 
which letter, he expreſſes himſelf of the ſaid Mahomed 
Reza Khan as follows: “ It is with pleaſure I can 
« acquaint you, that the more I ſee of Mahomed Reza 
« Khan, the ſtronger is my conviction of bis honour and 
ce moderation; but that, at the ſame time, I cannot help 
e obſerving, that either from timidity, or an errone- 
* ous principle, he is too ready to ſubmit to eneroach- 
ments upon that proportion of pyw.r that has been 
* allotted him.“ 


IX. 


That the Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan dying in February 
1765, Mahomed Reza Khin was appointed guardian 
to his children, and adminiſtrator of his office, or 

regent, 
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regent, which appointment the Court of Directors did 
approve. But the party oppoſite to Mahomed Reza 
Khin having continued to cabal againſt him, ſundry 
accufations were framed, relative to oppreſſion at the 
time of the famine, and for a balance due during his 
employment of collector of the revenues; upon which 
the Directors did order him to be deprived of his 
office, and a ſtrict enquiry to be made into his conduct, 


X. 


That the faid Warren Haſtings, then lately ap- 
pointed to the Preſidency, did, on the iſt of April, 
and on the 24th of September, 1772, write letters to 
the Court of Directors, informing them, that on the 
very next day after he had received (as he aſſerts) their 

rivate orders, ©* addreſſed to himſelf alone,” and not 
to the Board, he did diſpatch, by expreſs meſſengers, 
his orders to Mr. Middleton, the Reſident at the Na- 
bob's Court at Muxadavad, in a public character and 
truſt with the Nabob, to arreſt in his capital and at 
his Court, and without any previous notice given of 
any charge, his principal Miniſter, the aforeſaid Ma- 
homed Reza Khin, and to bring him down to Cal- 
cutta; ard he did carefully conceal his ſaid proceed- 

ings from the knowledge of the Board, on pretext of 
his not being acquainted with their diſpoſitions, and 
the influence which he thought that the ſaid Mahomed 


Reza Khan had among them. 
XI. 

That the ſaid Warren Haftings, at the time he gave 
his orders as aforeſaid, for arreſting the ſaid Mahomed 
Reza Khan, did not take any meaſures to compel the 
appearance of any other perſons as witneſſes, declar- 
ing it as his opinion, “ that there would be little need 
„of violence to obtain ſuch intelligence, as they 
could give, againſt their former maſter, when his au- 


ce thority is taken from him ;” but he did afterwards, 


in excule for the long detention and impriſonment of 
the 


DNF 329 


the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, without any proofs 
having been obtained of his guilt, or meaſures taken 
to bring him to a trial, aſſure the Directors, in direct 
contradiction to his former declaration, “ that the in- 
« fluence of Mahomed Reza Khan till prevalled 
* generally throughout the country, in the Nabob's 
* houſchold, and at the capital, and was ſcarcely af- 
e fected by his preſent diſgrace ;'*——and the 
ſaid Haſtings, doth confeſs, he had uſed his ut- 
moſt endeavours * to break that influence, by re- 
* moving his dependants, and putting the direction 
* of all the affairs that had been committed to his 
* care into the hands of the moſt potverful or active 
© of his enemies; that he depended on the activity of 
their hatred to Mahomed Reza Khan, incited by the 
* expectation of rewards, for inveſtigating the con- 
« duct of the latter; that with this the 3 of 
the new Duannee coincided, and that the ſame prin- 
e ciple had guided him in the choice of Munny Be- 
« gum and Rajah Gourdaſs, the former for the chief 
« adminiſtration, the latter (the ſon of Nundcomar, 
% and a mere inſtrument in the hands of his father) 
& for the Duannce of the Nabob's houſehold, both 
*© the declared enemies of Mahomed Reza Khan.” 


XII. 


That although it might be true that enemies will 
become the molt active proſecutors, and as ſuch may, 
though under much guard and many precautions, be 
uſed even as witneſſes; and that it ought not to be 
an exception, ſuppoſing their character and capacity 
otherwiſe good, to the appointing them to power; 
yet to advance perſons to power, on the ground not 
of cheir honour and integrity, which might have pro- 
duced the enmity of bad men, but merely for the en- 
mity itſelf, without any reference whatſoever to a 
laudable cauſe, and even with a declared ill opinion 
of the morals of one of the party, ſuch as was actually 
delivered in the ſaid letter, by him the ſaid Haſtings, 
of Nundcomar (and which, time has ſhewn, he "_ 

allo 
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alſo on good ground have conceived of others) was, in 
the circumſtances of a criminal enquiry, a motive 
highly diſgraceful to the honour of Government, and 
deſtructive of impartial juſtice, by holding out the 
greateſt of all poſſible temptation to falſe accuſation, 
to corrupt and factious conſpiracies, to perjury, and 
to every ſpecies of injuſtice and oppreſſion. 


XIII. 


That in conſequence of the aforefaid motives, and 
others pretended, which were by no means a ſufficient 
Juſtification to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he did ap- 
point the woman aforeſaid, called Munny Begum, who 
had been of the loweſt and moſt diſcreditable order in 
ſociety, * according to the ideas prevalent in India, but 
from whom he received ſeveral tums of money, to be 
guardian to the Nabob in preference to his own mother, 


and to adminiſter the affairs of the Government in the place 


of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, the ſecond Muſſul- 
man in rank after the Nabob, and the firſt in know- 
ledge, gravity, weight, and character, among the Muſ- 
ſulmen of that province. And in order to try every 
method, and to take every chance for his deſtruction, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did maliciouſly and oppref- 
ſively keep him under. confinement, for a part of the 


time, without any enquiry, and afterwards, with a 


| flew and dilatory trial, for two years together. 


XIV. 


That notwithſtanding a total revolution in the power, 
in part avowedly made for his deſtruction, the per- 
ſons appointed for his trial did,. on full enquiry, com- 
pleatly acquit the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan of the 
criminal charges againſt him, on account of which he 
had been ſo long perſecuted and confined, and ſuffer- 
ed much in mind, body, and fortune: and the Court 
of Directors, in their letter of the 3d of March 1775, 
reſtify their ſatisfaction in the conduct and reſult of the 
ſaid enquiry, and did direct the reſtoration of the ſaid 


Mahomed Reza Khan to liberty, and to the offices 


* A Dancing Girl, 


which 
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which he had lately held, which comprehended the 
management of the Nabob's houſehold, and the ge- 
neral ſuperintendency of the juſtice of Bengal ; but 
according to the orders of the Court of Directors, his 
appointments were reduced to thirty thouſand pounds 
a year, or thereabouts, of which he did make griev- 
ous complaint, on account of the expences attendant 
on his ſtation, and the heavy debts which he had been 
obliged to contract during his unjuſt perſecution and 


impriſonment aforeſaid, 


XV. 


That on the removal of the ſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan from the ſuperintendency of the criminal juſtice, 
and in conſequence of letting the province of Bengal 
in farm by the ſaid Warren Haſlings, ſeveral danger- 
ous and miſchievous innovations were made by him, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the criminal juſtice of the 
country was almoſt wholly ſubverted, and great irre- 
gularities and diſorders did actually enſue. 


XVI, 


That the Council General, eſtabliſhed by act of 
Parliament in the year 1773, did reſtore the ſaid Ma- 
homed Reza Khan, with the conſent and approbation 
of the Nabob (but under a proteſt from the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings) to his liberty, and to his offices, ac- 
cording to the ſpirit of the orders given by the Court 
of Directors as aforeſaid; and the Court of Directors 
did approve of the ſaid appointment, and did affure 
the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan of their favour and pro- 
tection, as long as his conduct ſhould merit tre ſame, 
in the following terms: “ As the abilities of Maho- 
© med Reza Khan have been ſufficiently maniteited ; 
te as official experience qualifies him for ſo high a ſta- 
ce tion, in a more eminent degree than any other na- 
© tive with whom the Company has been connected 
« and as no proofs of maladminiſtration have been 
c eſtabliſhed againſt him, either during the ſtrict in- 

X x veſtigation 
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c veſtigation of his conduct, or ſince his retirement; 
ce we cannot under all cireumſtances but approve your 
6 recommendation of him to the Nabob, to conſti- 
ce tute him his Naib. We are well pleaſed that he 
c“ has received that appointment, and authorize you to 
& aſſure him of our fayour, ſo long as a firm attach- 
e ment to the intereſt of the Company, and a pro- 
ec per diſcharge of the duties of his ſtatian, ſhall 
c“ render him worthy of our protection.“ And the 
ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan did continue to execute the 
ſame, without any complaint. whatſoever of malverſa- 
— or negligence, in any manner or degree, in his ſaid 
Office. 


XVII. 


That in March 1778 the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
under colour that 8 Nabob had compleated his 
twentieth year, and had deſired to be placed in the 
entire and uncontrouled management of hi; own affairs, 
and that Mahomed Reza Khan ſhould be removed 
from his office, and that Munny Begum his ſtepmo- 
ther, the dancing girl aforeſaid,“ ſhould take on 
« herſelf the management of the Nizamut (the Go- 
“ vernment and general ſuperintendency of criminal 
« juſtice) without the interference of any perſon 
« whatſoever ;” and, notwithſtanding the contradic- 
tions 1n the pretended applications from the Nabob, 
with whoſe incapacity for all affairs, he was well ac- 
quainted, did, in defiance of the orders of the Court 
of Directors, and without regard to the 1afamy of an 
arrangement, made for the evident and declared pur- 
poſe of delivering not only the family with the Prince, 
but the government and juſtice of a great K ngdoin, 
into ſuch inlufficient, corrupt, and ſcandalous hands; 
and though he has declared his opinion, © that our 
« national character is concerned in the character 
* which the Nabob may obtain in the public opinion,“ 
on obtaining a majority in Council, without any com- 
plaint, real or pretended, remove the 1 Mahomed 
Reza from all his offices, and did partition his ſalary 


ay 
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as a ſpoil in the following manner: To Munny Be- 
gum, the dancing girl aforeſaid, an additional allow- 
ance of ſeventy-two thouſand rupees [, ꝛ0ol. ] a year; 
to the Nabob's own mother, but halt that ſum, that 
is to ſay, thirty-ſix thouſand rupees | 3, 600l.] a year; 
to Rajah Gourdaſs, ſon of Nundcomar (whom he had 
deſcribed as a weak young man) ſeventy- two thouſand 
rupees | 7,2001.] a year; as controller of the houſe. 
hold; and to a mag;ſtrate called Sudder ul Hock, who, 
in real ſubſerviency to the ſaid Munny Begum, was 
3 to act in the department of criminal juſtice, 
ſeventySeight thouſand rupees [/, Sool.] a year; the 
total of which allowances exceeding the ſalary of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan by cighteen thouſand rupees 
[ 1,8001.] yearly, he did, for the corrupt and ſcanda- 
lous purpoles aforeſaid, order the ſame to be made up 


from the Company's treaſury. 


XVIII: 


That Mr, Francis and Mr. Wheler, having moved 
that the execution of the aforeſaid arrangement; the 
whole expence of which, ordinary and extraordinary, 
was charged upon the Company's Treaſury, and there- 
fore could not be even colourably diſpoſed of at the 
pretended will of the ſaid Nabob, might be ſuſpended 
until the pleaſure of the Court of Directors thereon 
ſhould be known ; and the ſame being reſolved agtee- 
ably to law, by a majority of the Council then preſent, 
the ſaid Haſtings urging on violently the immediate 
execution of his corrupt project, and having obtained, 
by the return of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, a majority 
in Council; in his own caſting vote, did reſcind the 
aforeſaid reſolution, and did carry into immediate exe- 
cution the afoteſaid moſt unwarragtable, miſchievous, 


and ſcandalous deſign. 
XIX. 


That the conſequences which might be expected 
frem ſuch a plan of adminiſtration, did almoſt inſtant- 
X x 2 ly 
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ly flow from it. For the perſon appointed to execute 
one of the offices which had been filled by Mahomed 
Reza Khan, did ſoon find that the Eunuchs of Munny 
Begum began to employ their power, with great ſupe- 
riority and inſolence, in all the concerns of govern- 
ment, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, and did en- 
deavour to diſpoſe of the offices relative to the ſame 
for their corrupt purpoſcs, and to rob the Nabob's 
ſervants of their due allowances ; and in his letter of 
the 1ſt September 1778, he ſent a complaint to the 
Board, ſtating, © That certain bad men had gained 
“ an aſcendancy over the Nabob's temper by whoſe 
é inſtigaticn he acts.“ And after complaining of the 
flights he received from the Nabob, he adds,“ Thus 
© they cauſe the Nabob to treat me, ſometimes with 
* indignity, at others with Kindneſs, juſt as they 
* think proper to adviſe him: their view is, that by 
te compelling me to diſpleaſure at the moſt unworthy 
ce treatment, they may force me either to relinquiſh 
© my ſtation, or to join with them, and act by their 
* advice, and appoint creatures of their recommenda- 
< tion to the diSreat offices, from which they might 
draw profit to themſelves.” 


XX, 


That, in a ſubſequent letter to the Governor, the 
ſaid ſuperintendant of juſtice did inform him, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, of the audacious and corrupt man- 
ner in which, by violence, fraud, and forgery, the 
eunuchs of Munny Begum had abuſed the Nabob's 
name, to deprive the judicial and executory officers of 
Juſtice of the ſalarics which they ought to have drawn 
from the Company's Trealury, in the following words : 
—* The Begum's Miniiters, before my arrival, with 
© the advice of their counſellors, cauſed the Nabob 
eto ſign a receipt, in cooſequence of which they re- 
* ceived, at two different times, near 50,000 Rupees 
[L. 5,000] in the name of the officers of the Adaw- 
« .lut Fouſdary, - &c. from the Company's Circars 


and having drawn up an account @urrent in the 
„% manner 
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te manner they wiſhed, they had got the Nobob to fign 


c it, and ſent it to me.” And in the ſame letter he 
aſſerts, That theſe people had the Nabob entirely in 
* their power.“ 


XXI. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, upon. this repre- 
ſentation, did, notwithſtanding his late pretended opi- 
nion of the fitneſs and the right of the Nabob to the 
ſole adminiſtration of his own affairs, authoratively 
forbid him from any interference therein, and order- 
ed that the whole ſhould be left to the magiſtrate 
aforeſaid; to which the Nabob did, notwithſtanding 
his pretended independence, yield an immediate and 
unreſerved ſubmiſſion; for the ſaid Haſtings's order 
being given on the firſt of September at Calcutta, he 
received an anſwer from Muxadavad on the third, in 
the following terms :—* Agreeably to your pleaſure I 
e have relinquiſhed all concern with the affairs of the 
« Fouſdary and Adawlut, leaving the entire manage- 
« ment in Sudder ul Hock's hands.” Which faid cir- 
cumſtance, as well as many others, abundantly proves, 
that all the Nabob's actions were, in truth and fact, 
entirely governed by the influence of the ſaid Haſ- 
tings; and that however the ſaid Haſtings may have 
publicly diſcouraged the corrupt tranſactions of the 
ſaid Court, yet he did ſecretly uphold the authority 
and influence of Munny Begum, who did entirely 
direct, with his knowledge and countenance, all the 
proceedings therein, For 


e, 
That, on the 13th of the ſame mdach of September, 


he did receive a further complaint of the corrupt and 
fraudulent practices of the Chief Eunuch of the ſaid 
Munny Begum ; and theſe corrupt practices did fo 
continue and increaſe, that, on the roth of October 
1778, he was obliged to confeſs, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, the pernicious conſequences of his before- 

recited 


rern 
recited unwarrantable and illegal arrangements; for, 
in a letter of that date to the Nabob, he expreſſes him- 
ſelf as follows: „At your Excellency's requeſt, I ſent 
& Sydder ul Hock Khan to take on him the admi- 
<« niſtration of the affairs of the Adawlut and Fouz- 
« dary, and hoped by that means not only to have 
« given ſatisfaction to your Excellency, but that, 
« through his abilities and experience, theſe affairs 
* would have been conducted in ſuch manner, as to 
c have ſecured the peace of the country, and the hap- 
« pineſs of the people; and it is with the greateſt 
© concern ] learn, that this meaſure is ſo far from be- 
« ing attended with the expected advantages, that the 
+6 affairs, both of the Fouzdary and Adawlut, are in 
te the greateſt confuſion imaginable, and daily robbe- 
ic ries and murders are perpetrated throughout the 
& country. This is evidently owing to the want of a 
« proper authority in the perſon app inted to ſuper- 
ic intend them. I therefore addreſſed your Excellency 
* on the importance and delicacy of the affairs in 
tc queſtion, and of the neeeſſity of lodging full power 
in the hands of the perſon choſen to adminiſter 
ec them; in reply to which, your Excellency expreſſed 
« ſentiments coincident with mine: notwithſtanding 
« which, your dependents and people, actuated by 
« ſo]hſh and avaricious views, have, by their interference, ſo 
« impeded the buſineſs, as to throw the whole country into 
& 7 ſtate of confuſion ; from which nothing can retrieve it, 
« but an unlimited power lodged in the hands of the ſuper- 
« jntendant. I therefore requeſt that your Excellency 
« will give the ſtricteſt injunctions to all your depen- 
« dents, not to interfere in any manner with any mat- 
« ter relative to the, affairs of the Adawlut and Fouz- 
« gary; and that you will yourſelf relinquiſh all in- 
« terference therein, and leave them entirely to the 
« management of Sudder ul Hock Khan: This is 
c abſolutely neceſſary, to reſtore the country to a ſtate 
« of tranquillity.” And he concluded by again re- 
commending the Nabob to withdraw all interference 
with the adminiftrator aforeſaid; „ otherwiſe a 


« meaſure, which I adopted at your Excellency's re- 
« queſt; 


* queſt, and with a view to your ſatisfaction, and the 
«© benefit of the country, will be attended with quite 
e contrary effects, and bring diſcredit on me.“ 


XXIII. 


That the ſaid ung in the letter aforeſaid, in 
which he ſo ſtrongly condemns the acts, and fo clearly 
marks out the miſchievous effects, of the corrupt in- 
— under which alone the Nabob acted, and un- 
der which alone, from his known incapacity, and his 
dependence on the perſon ſupported by the ſaid Haſ- 
tings, he could act, did propoſe to put all the offices 
of juſtice (Which on another occaſion he had requeſted 
him to permit to remain in the hands which then held 
them) into his own d ſpoſal; telling him, or rather the 
woman and eunuch who governed — ce that if his 
„ Excellency has an; plan for the management of the 
* affairs in future, be pleaſed to communicate it 20 
* me, and every attention ſhall be paid to give your 
* Excellency ſatisfaction,” By which means, not only 
,articular parts, as before, but the whole ſyſtem of 
juſtice was to be afloat, and to be ſubject to the pur- 
poles of the aforeſaid corrupt cabal of women and 
cunuchs, 


XXIV, 


That the Court of Directors, on receiving an ac- 
count of the above arrangements, and being well ap- 
prized of the ſpirit, intention, and probable effect of 
the ſame, did, in a clear, firm, and deciſive manner, 
expreſs their condemnation of the meaſure, and their 
req: ction and reprobation of all the pretended grounds 
and reaſons on which tne ſame was ſupported ; mark- 
ing diſtincily his prevarication and contradictions in 
the tame, and pointing to him their full conviction of 
the unworthy mot.ves on which he had made fo ſhame- 
ful an arrangement; telling him, in the 17th para- 
graph of their general letter, of the 4th of Feb. 1779, 
The Nabob's letters of the 25th and goth of Au- 

| | | 66 guit, 


338 ARTICLE XVI. 


« guſt, of the 3d of September, and 17th of Novem- 
« ber, leave us no doubt of the true deſign of this 
© extraordinary bufineſs being to bring forward Munny 
« Begum, and again to inveſt her with improper 
% power and influence, notwithſtanding our former 
« declaration, that ſo great a part of the Nabob's al- 
* lowance had been embezzled and mifappticd under 
se her ſuperintendance.“ | 


XXV, 


That in conſequence of the cenſure and condemna- 
tion of the unwarrantable meaſures of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings by the Court of Directors, on the afore- 
faid and other weighty and ſubſtantial grounds, they 
did order and direct as follows, in the 2oth paragraph 
of the general letter of the ſame date: As we deem 
c it for the welfare of the country, that the office of 
ce Naib Soubadar be for the preſent continued, and 
6 that this high office ſhould be filled by a perſon of 
“ wiſdom, experience, and of approved fidelity to 
&« the Company; and as we have no reaſon to alter the 
« opinion given of Mahomed Reza Khan, in our let- 
$ ter of the 24th of December 1776 ; we poſitively 
4 direct, that you forthwith ſignify to the Nabob Mo- 
& bareck ul Dowla our pleaſure, that Mahomed Reza 
« Khan be immediately reſtored to the office of Naib 
«© Soubadar; and we further direct that Mahomed 
« Reza Khan be again aſſured of the continuance of 
« our ſavour, ſo long as a firm attatchment to the in- 
c tereſt of the Company, and a proper diſcharge of 
the duties of his ſtation, ſhall render him worthy 
ce of our protection.“ 


XXVI. 
That the aforeſaid direction did convey in it ſuch 


evident and cogent reaſon, and was ſo far enforced by 
juſtice to individuals, and by regard to the peace and 
happineſs of the natives, as well as by the common de- 
corum to be obſerved in all the tranſactions of Go- 
yerament, that the ſaid Haſtings ought to have yielded 
| | | a chearful 
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a chearful obedience thereto, even if he had not been 
by a poſitive ſtatute, and his relation of ſervant to the 
Company, bound to that juſt ſubmiſſion, Yer the 
ſaid Haſtings did, without denying or evading any one 
of the reaſons aſſigned by the Court of Directors, or 
controverting the icandalous motives aſſigned by them 
for his conduct, contumaciouſly refuſe obedience to 
the above poſirive order, on pretenee that the Nabob, 
who, he had declared it on record © to be as viſible 
&« as the light of the Sun, is a mere pageant, and wich- 
e out even the ſhadow of authority,“ did diſſent from 
the ſame; and he did encourage the ſaid Nabob, or 
rather the eunuchs, the corrupt miniſters of Munny 
Begum, to oppoſe himſelf and themſelves to the au- 
thority of the ſaid Court of Directors; by which 
means the arrangement, three times either ratified or 
expreſsly ordered by them, was wholly defeated ; the 
aforeſaid corrupt ſyſtem was continued; Mahomed 
Reza Khan was not reſtored to his office; and a leſſon 
was taught to the natives of all ranks, that the declar- 
ed approbation, the avowed ſanction, and the decided 
authority of the Court of Directors, were wholly nu- 
gatory to their protection, againſt the corrupt influence 
of their ſervants, 


XXVII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on a reconciliation 
with M Francis, one of the Council General, who 
made it a condition thereof that certain of the Com- 
pany's orders ſhould be obeyed, and that Mahomed 
Reza Khan ſhould be reſtored tv his offices, did, a con- 
fiderable time after, notwithſtanding the pretended re- 
luctance of the Nabob, and his pretended freedom, 
make, for his convenience in the Gid accommodation, 
the arrangement which he had unwarrantably and il- 
legally refuſed io the orders of the Coutt of Directors; 
and did, of his own authority and that of the Board, 
reſtore Mahomed Reza Khan to his offices, 


Y yy XXVIII. That, 
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That, ſoon after the departure of the faid Mr. Fran- 
cis, he did again deprive the ſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan of his ſaid offices, and did make ſeveral great 
changes in the conſtitution of the criminal juſtice in 
the ſaid country; and after having, under pretence of 
the Nabob's ſufficiency for the management of his own 
affairs, diſplaced, without any ſpecific charge, trial, 
or enquiry whatſoever, the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, 
he did ſubmit the ſaid Nabob to the entire direction, 
in ail parts of his concerns, of a Reſident of his own 
nom nation, Sir John Doyley, Bart. and did order an 
account of the molt minute parts of his domeſtic oeco- 
nomy to be made out, and to be delivered to the ſaid 
Sir John Doyley, in the following words, contained 
in a paper by him intitled, INSTRUCTIONS from 
the Governor General to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, 
reſpecting his conduct in the management of his af- 
fairs: “ You will be pleaſed to direct your Mutta 
e Seddies to form an account of the fixed ſums of 
* your monthly expences, ſuch as ſervants wages in 
the different departments, penſions, and other al- 
“ lowances, as well as of the eſtimated amount of 
* variable expences, to be delivered to Sir John 
* Doyley, ſer my inſpection. I have given ſuch orders 
* to Sir John Doyley as will enable him to propoſe to 
« yu ſuch reductions of the penſions and other ailow- 
ce aces, and ſuch a d tribution of the variable ex- 
ce pences, as ſhall be proportionable to the total ſum 
« of your monthly income; and 1 muft requeſt you will 
& confuxm jo /., And he did, in the ſubſ quent arti- 
cles of his ſaid inſtructions, order the whole manage— 
ment to be directed by S r John Doyley, ſubject to his 
own directions, as aforefaid; and did even direct 
what company be ſhould keep; and did throw reflec- 
tions on ſome perſons, in places the neareſt to him, as 
of bad character and beſe origin perſons whom he 
ſhould decline to name as ſuch, “ unleſs he heard that 
they ſtill availed themſelves of his goodneſs to retain 
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** the places which they improperly hold near his per- 
* ſn.” And he did particularly order the ſaid Nabob 
not to admit any Engliſh, but ſuch as the ſaid Sir John 
Doyley ſhould approve, to his preſence ; and did re- 
peat the ſaid order in the following peremptory man- 
mer : ** You muſt forvid any perſons of that nation to 
to be introduced into your preſence, without his in- 
* troduction.“ And he did require his obedience 
in the following authoritative ſtyle : * I ſhall think 
« myſelf obliged to interfere in another manner, if you 
« neglect it.“ 


XXIX. 


That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did inſult the cap- 
tive condition of the faid Nabob, by informing him, 
in his imperious inſtructions aforeſaid, that this total, 
blind, and implicit obedience, in every reſpect what- 
ſoever, to Sir John Doyley and himſelf perſonally, 
and without any reference to the Board, “ was the very 
* conditions of the compliance of the Governor Ge- 
„ neral and Council with his late requiſition ;” which 
requiſition was, that he ſhou'd enjoy the free and uncon- 
trouled management of his own affairs. And though 
the ſaid captive did offer, as he the ſaid Haſtings him- 
ſelf admits, four lacks of his ſtipend, at that time re- 
duced to ſixteen lacks, for the free uſe of the remainder, 
yet he did place him the ſaid Nabob in the ſtate of ſer- 
vitude in the ſaid inſtructions laid down, but a very 
ſhort time after he had aſſumed and uſed the ſaid Na- 
bob's independent rights, as a ground for refuling to 
obey the Company's orders ; and although he has de- 
clared or pretended, on another occaſion, which he 
would have thought ſimilar, that any attempt to limit 
the houſchold expences of the Nabob of Oude, was 
an indignity “ which no man living, however mean 
„his rank in life, or dependent his condition in it, 
* would permit to be exerciſed by any other, without 
the want or forfeiture of every manly principle.” 


Yy2 XXX. That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did order the ſaid 
ſtipend (which was to be diſtributed, in the minuteſt 
particular, according to the ſaid Haſtings's perſonal di- 
rections) to be paid monthly, not to any officer of the 
Nabob, but to the ſaid Reſident Sir John Doyley. 
And whereas the Governor Genera] and Council did, 
on the appointment of Mahomed Reza Khan, accord- 
ing to their duty, inſtruct him, that“ he do con- 
form to the orders of the Company, which direct, 
* that an annual account pf the Nabob's expences be 
« tranſmitted, through the Reſident at the Durbar, 
« for the inſpection of this Board,” —the ſaid Haſ- 
tings, in making his new eſtabliſment in favour of 
his Reſident, did. wholly omit the ſaid inſtruction, and 
did confine the ſaid communication to himſelf private- 
ly. And in fact it does not appear that any accounts 
whatſcever of the diſpoſition of the ſa'd large ſum, 
excceding 160,000], ſterling a year, has been laid be- 
fore the Board, or at leaſt that any ſuch account has 
been tranſmitted to the Court of Directors; and it is 
not fitting that any Britiſh ſervant of the Company 
ſhould have the management of any public money, 
much leſs of ſo great a ſum, without a public well- 
vouched account of the ſpecific expenditure thereof. 


XXXI. 


That the Court of Directors did, on the 17th May 
1766, propoſe certain rules for regulating the correſ- 
ondence of the Refident with the Nabob of Bengal, 
in which they did direct, as a principle for the ſaid re- 
gulations, as follows (paragraph 16th :) * We would 
«« have his correſpondence to be carried on with the 
Select Committee through the channel of the preſident; 
he ſhould keep a diary of all his tranſactions. His 
* correſpondence with the natives muſt be publicly con- 
© gutted; copies of all his letters, ſent and reccived, 
be tranſmitted monthly to the preſidency, with du- 
plicates and triplicates to be tranſmitted home in 

* our general packet by every ſhip.” 
| XXXII. That 
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That the Prefilent and Sele% Committee (Lord 
Clive being then Frefident) did prove cf the whole 
ſubſtantial part of the aid reg tion (the diary ex- 
cepted;) and the principle, in all matters of account, 
ought to have been ftrictly ade: ed to, whatever limi- 
tations may have been given to the office of Reſident, 
Ye: he the ſaid Warren Hallings, in cefiance of the 
aforeſaid good rules, orders, and lite p ecedent in con- 
formity to the faine, did not only withhold any order 
for the purpoſe, but, in order to carry on the buſineſs 
of the ſaid Durbar in a clandeſtine manner for his own 
purpoſes, did, as aforelaid, exclude all Engliſh from 
an intercourſe with the the Nabob, who might carry 
complaints or repreſentations to the Board, or the 
Court of Directors, of his condition, or the conduct 
of the Reſident ; and did further, to defeat all poſ- 
ſible publici:y, inſinuate to him, to give the preter- 
ence to verbal communication above letters, in the 
words following, of the gth article of his inſtructions 
to the Nabob : © Although I deſire to receive your 
c“ letters frequently, yet, as many mattes wall occur 
* which cannot be ſo eaſily explained by letters as by con- 
ce ver/ation, I defire that you will, on ſuch occaſions, 
give your orders to him, reſpecting ſuch points as 
« you may defire to have imparted to me; and I, 
ce poltponing every other concern, will give an im- 
*« mediate anq the moſt ſatisfactory reply concerning 
* them.” Accordingly, no relation whatforver has 
been received by the Court of Directors of the ſaid 
Nabob's affairs ; nor any account of the money month- 
ly paid, except from public fame, which reports that 
his affairs are in great diſorder, his ſcrvants unpaid, 
and many of them diſmiſſed, and all the Muſſulmen 
dependant on his family in a ſtate of indigence. 


The 
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The MOGUL delivered up to 
the MAHRAT TAS. 


I. 


HAT Sha Aalum, the Prince, commonly called 
The Great Mogul, or, by eminence, The King, 
is, or lately was, in the poſſeſſion of the antient ca- 


pital of Hindoſtan; and though without any conſi- 


derable territory, and without à revenue ſufficient to 
maintain a moderate ſtate, he is ſtill much reſpected 
and conſidered ; and the cuſtody of his perſon is 
eagerly ſought by many of the princes in India, on 
account of the uſe to be made of his title and autho- 
rity; and it was for the intereſt of the Eaſt India 
Company that while, on one hand, no wars ſhall be 
entered into in ſupport of his pretenſions, on the 
other, no ſteps ſhould be taken which may tend to 
deliver him into the hands of any of the powerful 


| ſtates of that country; but that he ſhould be treated 
with friendſhip, good faith, and reſpectful attention. 


| 
That Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to this ſafe, 


juſt, and honourable policy, ſtrongly preſcribed and 


enforced by the orders of the Court of Directors, did 
(at a time when he was engaged in a negotiation, the 
declared purpoſe of which was to give peace to India) 
concur with the“ Captain General of the Maratta 
State, called Madajee Scindia, + in hoſtile deſigns 
againſt the few remaining territories of that ſame 


* Letter to Colonel Muir, Sept. 10, 1781. 
+ Appen. to Supplement 2d Report, No, 1. 


Mogul 


ARTICLE xl it 


Mogul Emperor, by virtue of whoſe grant the Com- 
pany actually poſſeſs the government, and enjoy the 
revenues of great provinces, and alſo againſt the pof- 
ſeſſions of a Mahommedan Chief called Nudjif Cawn, 
a perſon of much merit w:th the Eaſt India Company ; 
in acknowledgment of which they had granted him a 
penſion, included. in the tribute due to the King, and, 
together with that tribute, taken from him by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, though expreſsly guaranteed to 
him by the Company. With both theſe powers the 
Company had been in friendſhip, and were actually at 
peace at the time of the ſaid clandeſtine concurrence 
in a defign againſt them; and the ſaid Haſtings hath 
fince declared, that the right of one of them, namely, 
* the right of the Mogul Emperor to our aſſiſtance, 
has been conſtantly acknowledged.” 


III. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of his 
treacherous concurrence in a deſign againſt a power, 
which he was himſclf of opinion we were bound to 
aſſiſt, and againſt whom there was no doubt he was 
bound neither to form nor t concur in any hoſtile 
attempt, did give a caution to Colonel Muir, to whom 
the negotiation aforeſaid was entruſted on the part of 


the Company, againſt © inſerting any thing in the 


« treaty which might expreſily mark our knowledge of 
his [the Maratta General's] views or concurrence in 
ce them.” Which ſaid tranſaction was full of dupli- 
city and fraud; and the crime of the ſaid Haſtings 
therein is aggravated, by his having ſome years before 
withheld the tribute, which by treaty was ſulemnly 
agreed to be paid to the ſaid king, on pretence that 
he had thrown himſelf, for the recovery of his city of 
Delhi, on the protection of the Marattas, whom the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings then called “ the natural enemies 
of the Company, and the growth of whoſe power he 
then_alledged to be highly dangerous to the intereſts 


of this kingdom in India. 


* 24th Oflober 1774. 


IV. That 


— —_— CT ,.- 


rern xt 


8 IV. 


That after having concurred, in the manner before 
mentioned, in a deſign of the. Marattas againſt the 
Mogul; and noiwithilanding he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had formerly declared,“ Tnat with him | the 
« Mogul} our connection had been a long time ſuſ- 
de pended, and he wiſhed never to ſee it renewed, as it 
„ had proved a fatal drain to the wealth of Bengal, 
* and the treaſury of the Company, without yielding 
* one advantage or poſſible reſource, even of remote 
« benefits, in rcturn ;” the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
neveriheleſs, on or about the month of March 1783, 
with the priviiy and conſent of the Members of the 
Board, but by no authoritative act, diſpatch, as agents 
of h m the Governor General only, and not as agents 
of the Governor General and Council, as they ought 
to have been, certain perfons, among whom were 
Major Browne and Major Davy, to the Court of the 
King at Delhi, and did there enter into certain en- 
gagements with the faid king, by the means of thoſe 
agents, and did carry on certain private and danger 
ous intrigues for various purpoſes, particularly for 
making war in favour of the ſaid king, __ ſome 
powers or princes not preci'ely deſcribd, but which, 
as may be inferred from by ſubſequent eorreſpondence, 
to be certain Mahommedan princes in the neighbour- 
hood of Delhi, in amity with the Company, and ſome 
ot them at that time in the actual ſervice, and in tte 
apparent confidence and favour of the faid Mogul; 
and he did order. Major Browne to offer to the Mogul 
King, to prov de for the entire expence of any troops 
the S'a [the ſaid king] might require ; and tne pro- 
poſal was accordingly accepted, with the conditions 
annexed ; by which propotial, and acceptance thereof, 
the Eaſt India Company was placed in a ſituation of 
great and perplex:ng difficulty, ſince either they were 
to engage, at an unlimited experce, in new wars, con- 
tiary to their orders, contrary to their general declared 


policy, and contrary to the publiſhed reſolutions of the 
Houle 


Ire 
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Houſe of Commons, and wholly incompatible with 
the ſtate of their finances or, to preſerve peace, they 
mult riſk the imputation of a new violation of faith, 
by departing from an agreement made on the volun- 
tary propoſal of their own government; the agent of 
the ſaid Haſtings having declared, in his letter to 
the ſaid Haſtings, by him communicated to the 
Board, „That the buſineſs of aſſiſting»the Sha [ the 
« Mogul Emperor] can and muſt go on, if we wiſh 
* to be ſecure in India, or regarded as a nation of 


* faith and honour,” 
v. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 20th 
day of January 1784, ſend in circulation to the other 
Members of the Council, a letter to him from his 
agent, Major Browne, dated at Delhi on the 3oth of 
December 1783, viz. that letter to which the fore- 
going references are made, in which the ſaid Browne 
and ſtrongly) ſuggeſt ſeveral highly dangerous mea- 
ſures, for realizing the general offers and engagements 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings ;—-propoling, that be- 
ſides a proportion of field artiller, and a train of bat- 


tering cannon for the purpoſe of ſieges, ſix regiments 
of Szpoys in the Company's ſervice ſhould be trans- 


ferred to that of the ſaid king, and that certain other 
corps ſhoyld alſo be raiſed for the ſaid ſervice in the 


Engliſh provinces and dependencies, to be imme- 
diately under the King's [the Mogul's] orders, and to 
be maintained by affignments of territorial revenue 
within the province of Oude, a dependent Member of 
the Britilh Government, but with a caution againſt 
having any Britiſh officer with the fame ; the ſaid Ma- 
Jor Browne expreſſing his caution as followeth ; 
If any European officer be with this corps, a very 
ce nice judgment indeed muſt direct the choice; for 


« ſcarce any are in the ſmalleſt degree fit for ſuch ein- 


* ploy, but much more likely ro do harm than 
* good,” And the letter aforeſaid, by him 
entered on the Company's records, being without 
: Z 2 any 


did directly preſs, and indirectly (though ſufficiently 
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any obſervation thereon, or any diſavowal of the mat- 
ters of fact, or of the Councils ſo ſtrongly and autho- 
ritatively delivered therein, by the ſaid Warren Hal- 
tings's agent, and without any mark of diſapprobation 
of any part of his plan, whether that of the aſſign- 
ment of territory belonging to the Company's allies 
for the maintenance of troops, which were to be by 
that plan put under the orders of a foreign indepen- 
dent power, or that of employing the ſaid troops 
without any Britiſh officer with them, or of his, the 
faid agent's, alarming obſervation, which, if not an im- 
plied cenſure on the nature of the ſervice in which Bri- 
tiſh officers are ſuppoſed improper to be truſted, i a 
{trong reflection on the character of the Britiſh officers, 
which was to render them unfit to be employed in 
an hynourable ſervice —the ſaid Warren Hahings did 
thereby give a countenance to the ſaid unwarrantable 
and dangerous propoſals and reflections. 


Vi 


That, a conſiderable time before the production and 
circalation of Major Browne's letter, the ſaid Haſ- 
tings did enter a minute of conſultation, containing a 
propoſition fimilar in the general intent to that in the 
faid letter contained, for aſſiſting the Mogul with a 
military force; but the other members of the Board 
did difagree thereto, and being alarmed at the diſ- 
polition lo ſtrongly ſhewn by the ſaid Haſtings, to 
engage in new wars, and dangerous foreign connec- 
tions, and poihbly having intelligence of the procced- 
ings of his agent, did call upon him to produce his 
inſtructions ro Major Browne; and he did on che 5th 
of October 1783, end not before, enter on the conſul- 
tations a certoin paper, purporting to be the inftruc- 
tions which he had given to Major Browne the pre- 
.ceding March, the time of his, the ſaid Browne's, 
appointment; in which pretended iaſtructions no di- 
rection whatſoever was given to the effect of his the 
tad Haſtings's minute of conſultation propounded ; 

; that 
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that is to ſay, no power was given in the ſaid in- 
ſtructions to make a direct offer of military aid to the 
Mogul, or to form the arrangements ſtated by the 
ſaid Browne, in his letter to the ſaid Haſtings, as 
having been made by the expreſs authority of the ſaid 
Haſtings himſelf. But the ſaid inſtructions contained 
nothing further on that ſubject, but a conditional di- 
rection, that in caſe a military force ſhould be re- 
quired for the Mogul's aid or protection, the Major 
is to know the ſervice on which it is to be employed, 
and the reſources from whence it is to be paid; and 
the inſtructions produced as his real inſtructions by 
the ſaid Haſtings, are ſo guarded, as to caution the 
ſaid Browne againſt taking any part in the intrigues 
of thoſe tobe are about the King's perſon. By which 
letters, inſtructions, and t1anſact:ons, compared with 
each other, it appears that the ſaid Warren Hal- 
tings, after ſix months delay in entering of (con- 
trary to the Company's order) any inſtructions to 
the ſaid Browne, did at laſt enter a falſe paper as 
the true, or that he did give other ſecret inſtructions, 
totally different from, and even oppoſite to his pub- 
lic oſtenſible inſtructions, thereby to deceivethe Coun- 
cil, and to carry on, with leſs obſtruction, dark and 
dangerous intrigues, contrary to the orders of the 
Court of Directors, to the true policy of this king- 
dom, and to the ſafety of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in the 


Eaſt, 
VII. 


That the ſaid Letter from Major Browne was by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings tranſmitted to the Court of Di- 
rectors, without being accompanied by any part of the 
previous correſpondence; by which wilful conceal- 
ment the ſaid Warren Haſtings is guilty of an high 
and criminal diſreſpect to the Court ot Directors, and 
of a moſt flagrant breach and violation of their orders, 
which he was bound by an Act of Parliamenet to 


obey. 
Z 2 2 VIII, That 
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VIII. 


That the ſaid Haſtings having early in the year 
. 1784 procured to himſelf a deputation to act in the 
upper provinces, the council, being well aware of his 
diſpoſition to engage in unwarrantable deſigns againſt 
the neighbouring ſtates, did expreſsly confine his 
powers, to the circumſtance of his ectual reſidence 
within the company's provinces : but it appears that 
ways were found out by which he hoped to defeat the 
the precautions of the board , for the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did write from Lucknow, the capital of the 
country of Oude, to the Court of Directors, a certain 
poſtſcript of a letter, dated the 4th of May 1784, in 
which he informs the court that the Son and Heir 
Apparent of the Great Mogul had taken refuge with 
him, and the Nabob of Oude; that he had a confer- 
ence with that Prince on the 10th of the fame month 
of May, „no perſon bring either preient or within 
* hearing” during the ſame, and that in the {aid con- 
ference the Prince had informed him of the diſtreſſes 
of his father, and his wiſh for the relief of the King, 
and the reſtoration of the dominions of his houſe, as 
well as to reſcue him from the power of certain 
perſons not named, who degraded him into a mere 
inſtrument of their intereſted and ſordid defigns ; and 
that on a failure of his application to him, he would 
either return to his father or proceed to Calcutta, and 
thence to England ; and that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did give him an anſwer to the following 
effect; That dur [the Britiſh] Government had juſt 
& obtained relief from a ſtate of univerſal warfare, 
* and required a term of repoſe ; that our whole na- 
cc tion was weary of war, and dreaded the renewal of 
« it, and would be equally alarmed at any movement of 
« which it could not ſee the iſſue or progreſs, but which 
* might eventually tend to create neto heſlilities ; that he 
ce came hither [to Lucknow] with a limited autho- 
ce rity, and could not, if he choſe it, engage in a bu- 
* fineſs' of that nature, without the concurrence of his 

LS e colleagues 
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ce colleagues in office, who be believed would be averſe to it; 
« that he would repreſent the ſame to the joint mem- 
* bers of his own Government, and wait their deter- 
“ mination. In the mean time, he adviſed the Prince 
© to make advances to Madajee Scindia, both becauſe 
&« our Government was in intimate and ſcvorn connection 
« with him, and becauſe he was the effectual head of 
«© the Mahratta State; beſides that he, the faid Warren 
« Haſtings, feared his | Scindia's | raking the other ſide 
of the queſtion, unlels he was early prevented.“ 


IX, 


That in the ſtatement of this diſcourſe, there is 
much criminal reſerve towards the Court of Directors, 
it not appearing diſtinctly what the objects were, nor 
who the perſons concerned, nor what the ſide was which 
he apprehes ſed the Mahratras might take, if not pre- 
vented by his advances ; and in the diſcourſe itſelf 
there were many particulars highly criminal ; namely, 
for that in the ſaid converſation, in which he deſcribes 
himſelf as declining a compliance with the requeſt 
of the Prince, on account of the averſion (therein 
ſtrongly expreſſed) of his colleagues, of the company, 
and ot the whole Britiſh nation, to engage in anv mea- 
ſures which might even “ eventually lead to hoſtilities" 
—he ſnake to the Prince as if he had been entirely 
ignorant of the offers which but five months before 
had been made to the King his father, on the part of 
that very Government (whoſe repugnance to ſuch 
meaſures he then, for the firſt time choſe to prof-ſs, but 
which he always had known) through Major Browne, 
the company's repreſentative at the Court of Delhi, 
* to provide for the entire expence of any Troops 
* which the Sha [the King] might require ;” and 
that this was“ what the Reſident had always pro- 
© poſed to the King, and his confidential Minitters ;” 
—the ſaid Browne further declaring, © That if in con- 
* ſequence of the. ſaid propolals, certain arrangements 
“ for the Sha's ſervice, by troops, were not immediate] 
ordered, in his opinion all our [Engliſh Govern- 

185 | * ment's] 
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cc ment's] offers and promiſes will be conſidered as falſe 
« and inſiduous.” This being the known ſtate of the 
buſineſs, as repreſented by the ſaid Haſtings's own 
agent, and this the public opinion of it, although, to - 
impoſe on the ignorance of the Prince, with regard to 
the proceedings at his Father's Court, would have been 
unworthy in itſelf, yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
could not hope to ſucceed in ſuch impoſition, as, in 
the poſtſcript aſoreſaid, he repreſents the ſaid Prince 
[who was the King's eldeſt ſon, and thirty-ſix years of 
a 7 as a perſon of conſiderable qualifications, and 

perfectly acquainted with the tranſaQions at his Fa- 
ther's Court, and as one who had long held the prin- 
cipal and moſt active part in the little that remained of 
the adminiſiration of Sha Allum. And the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, conferring with a Prince fo well inſtructed, with. 
out making the ſlighteſt alluſions to his ſaid poſitive 
and recent engagements, or without giving any expla- 
nation with regard to them, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
muſt appear to the ſaid Prince, either as a perſon not 
only contracting engagements, but actually being the 
firſt mover and propoſer of them, without any auvtho- 
rity from his colleagues, and againſt theirs and the gene- 
ral inclination of the Britiſh nation, and on that 

round not to be truſted ; or that he had uſed this 
plea of diſagreement between him and his Council as a 

retence, ſet up without colour or decency, for a groſs 
violation of his own engagements; leaving the Prin- 
ces and States of the Country no ſolid ground on which 
they can or oyght to contract with the Company, to 
the utter deſtruction of all public confidence, and to the 
equal diſgrace of the national candour, integrity and 


wiſdom. 


X. 


A in a letter dated from the ſame place, Luck- 
now, the 16th of the following June, 1784, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings informs the Court of Directors, that 
Major Browne, their agent to the Mogul, had arrived 


there in the character alſo of agent from the Mogul, 
| EOS. 
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with two ſets of inſtructions from two oppoſite parties 
in his Miniſtry, which f̃aſtructions were directly con- 
trary to each other ; the firſt, which were the oſtenſi- 
ble inſtructions, being to engage the ſaid Haſtings, in 
the Mogul's name, to enter into a treaty of mutual 
alliance with a chief of the country, then Miniſter to 
the ſaid Mogul, called Afraſaib Khan; the ſecond- were 
from another principal perſon, called Mudjed al Dow- 
la, alſo a Miniſter to the faid Mogul, (but ſtyled in the 
in the ſaid letter confidential, for diſtinttion) which were 


directly deſtructive of the former; and the ſaid latter 


inſtructions to which it ſeems credence was to be given, 
were ſent © under the molt folemn adjurations of ſecre- 
« cy.” The purpoſe of theſe latter and ſecret in- 
ſtructions were to require the Company's aid in freeing 
the Mogul from the oppreſſions of his ſervants, name- 
ly from the opreſſions of the faid Afraſaib, between 
whom and the Company Major Browne (at once agent 
to that Company, and to two oppoſite factions in the 
Mogul's Court) accepted a power to make a treaty of 
mutual alliance, under the ſanction of his ſovereign ; 
and it does not appear that he, Warren Haſtings, did 
diſcountenance the double dealing and fradulent agen- 
cies of his and the Company's Miniſter at that Court; 
or did diſavow any particular in the letter from him the 
ſaid Browne, of the goth of Dec. 1783, ſtating tlie offers 
made on his part to the Mogul, ſo contradictory to his 
late declarations to the heir apparant of that monarch, 
or did give any reprimand to the faid Browne, or did 
ſhew any mark of diſpleaſure againft him, as havin 
ated without orders, but did again ſend him, wit 
renewed confidence, to the Court aforeſaid. 


XI. 


That the ſzid Warren Haſtings, ſtill purſuing his 
ſaid evil defigns, did apply to the Council for diſcre- 
tionary powers relative to the intrigues and factions in 
the Mogul's Court, giving affurances of his reſolution 


Av: to proceed againſt their ſenſe : But the ſaid Council, 


being fully aware of his diſpofition and having Major 
\ Browne's 
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Browne's letter, recorded by himſelf, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, before them, did refuſe to grant the ſaid dil- 
cretionary powers; but on the contrary, did exhort 
him“ moſt ſedulouſly and cautiouſly to avoid, in his 
* correſpondence with the different Princes in In- 
dia, whatever may commit, or be ſtrained into an 
interpretation of committing, the Company, either 
as to their army or treaſure ;” obſerving, ©* that the 
« Company's orders are poſitive againſt their interfe- 
* rence in the objects of diſpu:e between che country 
© powers.” | 


XII. 

That in order to ſubvert the plain and natural inter- 
pretation given by the Council to the orders of the 
Court of Birectors, and to juſtify his dangerous intri- 
gues, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter of the 
16th June 1784 to the ſaid Court, did, in a moſt inſo- 
lent and contemptuous manner, endeavour to perſuade 
them of their ignorance of the true ſenſe of their own 
orders, andi to limit their prohibition of interference with 
the diſputes of the country powers, to ſuch country pow- 
ers as arc permanent ; expreſſing himſelf as follows: the 
& faction which now ſurrounds the throne [the Mogul's 
e throne} is widely different from the idea which your 
ce commands are intended to convey by the expreſſions 
& to which you have generally applied them of coun- 
« fry powwers, to which that of permanency is a neceſſary 
« adjunf ;, and which may be more properly compa- 
« red to a ſplendid bubble, which the ſlighteſt breath 
« of oppofition may diſſipate, with every trace of its 
« cxiſtence.“ By which conſtruction the ſaid Haſtings 
did endeavour to perſuade the Court of Directors, that 
they meant to confine their prohibition of ſiniſter in- 
trigues to thoſe powers only who could not be caſily 
hurt by them, and whoſe itrength was ſuch that their 
reſentment of ſuch clandeſtine interference was to be 
dreaded ; but that where me powers were weak and 
fragile ſuch intrigues might be allowed. | 
2 * XIII. That 
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Sg 
That the ſaid Haſtings, further to perſuade the 


Court of Directors to involve themſelves in the affairs 
of the Mogul, and to reconcile this meaſure with his 
former conduct, and declared opinions did write to 
them to the following effect; that at that former 
« period, to which the ancient policy with regard to 
e the Mogul applied, the King's authority was ſuffici- 
« ently refpeted [which he knew not to be true, hav- 
« ing himſelf declared, in his minute of the 25th 
« of October 1774, That he remained at Delhi, 
«« the ancient capital of the empire, a mere cypher in the 
c adminiſtration of it”] to maintain itſelf againſt com- 
« mon viciſſitudes. That he would not have adviſed 
« interference, if the King himſelf retained the exerciſe 
ce of it, however feeble, in his own hands. That if it 
« [the Mogul's authority] is ſuffered to receive its 
« final extinction, it is impoſſible to foreſee what power 
« may ariſe out of its ruins, or what events may be 
&« linked in the ſame chain of revolution with it: 
« But your intereſts may ſuffer by 1t—your reputation 
6“ certainly will, as his right to our aſſiſtance has been 
cc conſtantly acknowledged, and by a train of conſe- 
«© quences, to which our government has, not inten- 
« tionally, given birth; but moſt eſpecially by the 
* movements which its influence, by too near an 4 

* proach, has excited, it has unfortunately become t 

« efficient inſtrument of a great portion of the King's 
«« preſent diſtreſſes and dangers;” intimating (as well 
as the ſtudied obſcurity of his expreſſions will permit 
any thing to be diſcerned) that his own late intrigues 
had been among the cauſes of the diſtreſſes and dan- 
gers, which by new intrigues he did pretend to re. 
move: And he did conclude this part of his letter 
with ſome looſe general expreſſions of his caution not 


to affect the Company's intereſts or revenues by any 


meaſures he might at that time take. 
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XIV. 


That the principle, ſo far as the ſame hath been dV 
rectly avowed, of the ſaid proceedings at the Mogul's 
Court, was as altogether irrational, and the pretended 
object as impracticable, as the means taken in purſuit 
of it were fraudulent and diſhonourable, namely, the 
reſtoration of the Mogul in ſome degree to the dignity 
of his ſituation, and to his free agency in the conduct 
of his affairs. For the ſaid Haſtings, at the very tine 
in which he did with the greateſt apparent earneſtneſs 
urge the purpoſe which he pretended to have in view 
with regard to the dignity and liberty of the Mogul 
Emperor, did repreſent him as a perſon wholly diſ- 
qualified, and even indiſpoſed to take any active part 
whatſoever in the conduct of his own affairs; and that 
any attempt for that purpoſe would be utterly imprac- 
ticable: And this he hath ſtated to the Court of Di- 
rectors as a matter of public notoriety, in his ſaid let- 
ter of the 16th of June 1784, ia the following empha- 
tical and deciſive terms. 


* You need not be told the character of the King, 
« whoſe inertneſs, and the habit of long ſuffering, has 
« debaſed his dignity and the fortunes of his houſe Se- 
«© yond the power of retrieving either the one or the other. 
« Whilſt his perſonal repoſe is undiſturbed, he will 
cc prefer to live in the meaneſt ſtate of indigence, under 
« the rule of men whoſe views are bounded by avarice 
« and the power which they derive from his authority, 
tc than commit any ſhare of it to his own ſons, though 
* his affection for them is boundleſs in every other 
“ reſpect; from a natural jealouſy, founded on the 
« experience of a very different combination of thoſe 
« circumſtances which once ſerved as a temptation and 
& example of unlawful ambition in the Princes of the 
« royal line, His Miniſters, from a policy more rea- 
4c ſonable, have conſtantly employed every means of 
* influence to confirm this diſpoſition, and to prevent 
« his ſons from having any ſhare in the diſtribution of 
« affairs, ſo as to have eſtabliſhed a complete uſurpa- 


„ tion 
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< tion of the royal prerogative under its own ſanction 
* and patronage.” 

XV. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having given this opi- 


nion of the Sovereign for whoſe freedom he pretended 


ſo anxious a concern, did deſcribe the miniſter, with 
whom he had long acted in concurrence, and from 
whom he had juſt received the extraordinary ſecret em- 
baſſy aforeſaid, for the purpoſe of effecting the dalive- 
rance of his maſter the — from the ulurpations of 
his miniſters, as follows; —* The firſt miniſter, Mudjud 
ul Dowla, is totally deficient in every military quali- 
« ty; conceited of his own ſuperior talents; and formed 
<« to the practice of that crooked policy, . which generally 
« defeats its own purpoſe, but ſincerely attached to his 
e maſter.” The reality of the ſaid attachment was 
not only improbable but altogether uſeleſs ; as the ſaid 
miniſter was the only one among the principal perſons 
about the King, who (beſides the total want of all mili- 
tary and civil ability) poſſeſſed no territories, troops, 
or other means of ſerving and ſupporting him ; but was 
himſelf folely upheld by his influence over his maſter ; 
neither doth the ſaid Haſtings free him any more than 
the perſons more deficient, who were to be deſtroyed, 
trom a diſpolition to alienate the King from an attention 
to his affairs, and from all confidence in his own family, 
but on the contrary, he brings him forward as the very 
firſt among the inſtances he adduces to exemplify the 
practices of the Miniſters againſt their Sovereiga and 


his children, 
XVI. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, recommending in ge- 


neral terms, and yet condemning in detail, every part 
of his own pretended plan, as impracticable in itſelf, 
and as undertaken in favour of perſons all of whom he 
deſcribes as incapable, and the principal as indiſpoſed 
to avail himſelf thereof, muſt have had ſome other mo- 
tives for this long, intricate, dark, and laborious pro- 
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ceeding with the Mogul, which muſt be ſought in his 
actions, and the evident drift and tendency thereof, 
and in declarations which were brought out by him to 
ſerve other purpoſes, but which ſerve fully to explain 
his real intentions in this intrigue. 


XVII. 


That the other members of the Council General hav- 
ing abundantly certified their averſeneſs to his intrigues, 
and even having ſhewn apprehenſions of his going per- 
ſonally to the Mogul and Mahrattas for the purpoſe of 
carrying on the ſame, the laid Haſtings was driven head. 
long to acts which did much more openly indicate the 
true nature and purpoſe of his machinations : For he 
at length recurred directly, and with little diſgu ſe to the 
M ahrattas, and did open an intrigue with them, al- 
though he was obliged to confeſs in his letter aforeſaid, 
of the 16th June 1784, that the exception which he 
contended to be implied in the orders of the Court of 
Directors, forbidding the intermeddling in the diſputes 
of * the country powers,” namely that of powers not 
« permanent,” did by no means apply to the Mahrat- 
tas: For he informs the Court of Directors that he did, 
on the very firſt advice he received of the flight of the 
Mogul's ſon, write to Mr. James Anderſon to apprize 
the Mahratta chief Scindia of that event; “ for which, 
c as he was unprepared, he deſired his [the ſaid Scin- 
ce dia's] advice for his conduct on the occaſion of it.“ 
Which method of calling for the advice of a foreign 
power to regulate his political conduct, inſtead of be- 
ing regulated therein by the advice of the Britiſh Coun- 
cil, and the ſtanding o:ders of the Court of Directors, 
was a procedure highly criminal; and the crime is 
aggravated by his not communicating the ſaid correſ- 
pondence to the Council General, as by his duty he 
was bound to do; but it does abundantly prove his con- 
cert with the Mahrattas in all that related to his nego- 
ciations in the Mogul Court, which were carried on 
| agreeably to their advice, and in ſubſerviency to their 


views and purpoſes. 
XVIII. That 
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XVIII. 


- That in conſequence of the cabal begun with the 
Mahrattas, the ſaid Chief Scindia did ſend his“ fami- 
« liar and confident al Miniſters” to him the ſaid Ha- 
ſtings, being at Lucknow, with whom the ſaid Haſtings 
did hold ſeveral ſecret conferences, without any fecre- 
tary or other aſſiſtant; and the faid Haſtings hath nor 
conveyed to the Court of Directors any minutes thereof, 
but hath purpoſely involved even the general effect and 
tendency of theſe conferences in ſock obſcurity, that 
it is no otherwiſe poſſible to perceive the drift and ten- 
dency of the ſame, but by the general ſcope of coun- 
cils and acts relative to the politics of the Mogul 
and of the Mahrattas together, and by the final event 
of the whole, which is ſufficiently viſible. For 


XIX. 


That the ſaid Haſtings had declared, in his ſaid let- 
ter of the 16th June, 1784, that the Mogul's right to 
our aſſiſtance had been conſtantly acknowledged; that 
the Mogul had been opprefled by the leſſer Mahomedan 
Princes, in the character of his officers of ſtate, and 
military commanders; and he did plainly intimate 
that the ſaid Mogul ought to be relieved from that 
ſervitude. And he did, in giving an account to the 
Court of Directors of the conferences aforeſaid, aſſure 
them that *©* his inclinations | the inclinations of the 
« Mahratta chief aforeſaid] were not very diſſimilar 
„ from his own;” and that ““ neither in this, nor in 
« any other inſtance, would he ſuffer himſelf to be 
« drawn into meaſures which ſhall tend to weaken 
their connexion, nor in this even to oppoſe his [the 
“ ſaid Chiet's] inclinations;”” the ſaid Haſtings well 
knowing, as in his letter to Colonel Muir of the 
he has confeſſed, that the inclinations of the ſaid 
Scindia were to ſeize on the Mozul's territories, and 
that he himſelf did ſecretly concur therein, though he 
did not formally inſert his concurrence in the treaty 
with the ſaid Mahratta Chief, It is plain — 

taat 
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that he did all along concur with the Mahrattas in 
their deſigns againſt the ſaid King and his Miniſters, 
under the treacherous pretence of ſupporting the au- 
thority of the former againſt the latter; and did con- 
trive and effect the ruin of them all: For, firſt, he 
did give evil and fraudulent counſel to the heir a 

parent of the Mogul © to make advances to the 
«« Mahrattas,” when he well knew, and had expreſsly 
concurred in, the deſigns of that ſtate againſt his fa- 


- ther's [the Mogul's] dominions; and farther to engage 
and entrap the ſaid Prince, did aſſert that“ our go- 


« yernment,” | meaning the Britiſh government] was 
« in intimate and ſworn connexion with Madajee 
«« Scindia,” when no alliance offenſive or defentive 
appears to exiſt between the ſaid Scindia and the Eaſt 
India Company, nor can exiſt, otherwiſe than in virtue 
of ſome ſecret agreement between him the ſaid Scindia 
and Warren Haſtings, entered into by the latter with- 
out the knowledge of his colleagues, and the govern- 
ment, and never communicated to the Court of Di- 
rectors: And, ſecondly, he did, in order to further 
the deſigns of the Mahrattas, contrive and effect the 
ruin of the ſaid Mogul and his authority, by ſetting on 
foot, through the aorefaid Major Browne, ſundry per- 
plexed and intricate negociations, contrary to public 


taith, and to the honour of the Britiſh nation; by 


which he did exceedingly encreaſe the confufion and 
diſorders of the Mogul's Court, expoſing the ſaid Mo- 
gul to new indignities, inſults, and diſtreſſes, and 
almoſt all of the northern parts or India to great and 
ruinous convulſions, until three out of four of the 
principal chieftains, ſome of them poſſeſſing the terri- 
tories lately belonging io Nudjiff Cawn, and main- 
taining among them eighty thouſand troops of horſe 
and fuor, and ſome of which chiefs were the Miniſters 
atoreſa:d, being cut off by their mutual diſſenſions, 
and the fort of Delhi being at length delivered to the 
Mahrattas, the ſaid Scindia became the uncontrouled 


ruler of the royal army; and the perſon of the Mogul, 


with the uſe of all his pretenſions and claims, fell into 


tne hands of a nation already too powerful, __—_ 
wit 
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with an extenſive territory, which entirely covers the 
Company's poſſeſſions and dependencies on one ſide, 
and particularly thoſe of the Nabob of Oude. 


XX. 


That the circumſtances of theſe countries did, in the 
opinion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings-himſelf, ſuffici- 
ently indicate to him the neceſſity of not N 
any power whatſoever on their borders, he having, in 
the aforeſaid letter of the 16th June, given a deliberate 
opinion of the ſituation of Oude, in the words follow- 
ing: That whilſt we are at peace with the powers 
« of Europe it is only in this quarter that your poſ- 
“ ſeſſions, under the government of Bengal, are vul- 
c nerable.” And he did farther in the ſaid letter ſtate, 
thar, ©* if things had continued as they had been to 
% that time, with a divided government,” [ viz. the 
Company's and the Vizier's, which government he had 
himſelf eſtabliſhed, and under which it ever muſt in a 
great degree remain, whilſt the ſaid country continues 
in a ſtate of dependence] “ the ſlighteſt ſhock from a 
« foreign ws i or even an accidental internal commation, 
“ might have thrown the whole into confuſion, and 
« produced the moſt fatal conſequences.” In this 
perilous ſituation he made the above-recited facrifices 
to the ambition of the Mahrattas, and did all along ſo 
actively countenance and forward their proceedings, 
and with ſo full a ſenſe of their effect, that in his 
minute of the 24th December 1784 he has declared, 
* that in the countries which border on the dominions 
4 of the Nabob Vizier, or on that quarter of our own, 
in effect there is no other power.” And he did further 
admit, that the preſence of the Mahratta Chief afore- 
ſaid, ſo near the borders of the Nabob's dominions, 
was no cauſe of ſuſpicion ; for, © that it is the effect 
« of his own ſolicitation, and is ſo far the effect of an 
act of that government.“ 


XXI. That 


hoſtile uſe of it. 
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XXI. 


That in further purſuit of the ſame pernicious deſign, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did enter into an agree- 
ment to withdraw a very great body of the Britiſh 
troops out of the Nabob's dominions ; aſſerting, how- 
ever truly, yet in dire& contradiction to his own de- 
clarations, that © this government [meaning the 
« Britiſh government] has not any right to force de- 
« fence with its maintenance upon him” (the N waged 
and he did thus not only avowedly aggrandize the 
Mahratta State, and weaken the defence upon the 
frontier, but did as avowedly detain their Captain 
General in force on that very frontier; notwithſtandin 
he was well apprized, that they had defigns el 
thoſe dependant territories of Oude, which they had 
with great difficulty been perſuaded even in appearance 
to include 1n the treaty of peace; and that they have 
never renounced their claims upon certain large and 
valuable portions of them, and have ſhewn evident 
ſigns of their intentions, on the firſt opportunity, of 
afferiing and enforcing them. And, finally, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to ſundry declara- 
tions of his own, concerning the neceſſity of curbing 
the power of the Mahrattas, and to the principle of 
ſundry meaſures undertaken by himſelf profeſſedly for 
that purpoſe, and to the ſenſe of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, expreſſed in their reſolution of 28th May 1782, 
againſt any meaſures that tended to unite the dangerous 
powers of the Mahratta empire under one active com- 
mand, has endeavoured to perſuade the Company 
that while Scindia lives, every acceſſion of territory 
obtained by him will be an advantage to this [the 
« Britiſh] government ;” which, if it was true as re- 
png the perſonal diſpoſitions of Scindia, which 
there is no reaſon to believe, yet it was highly crimi- 
nal to eſtabliſh a power in the Mahrattas, which muſt 
turvive the man in confidence of whoſe perſonal diſpoſi- 
tions a power more than perſonal was given, and which 
may hereafter fall into hands diſpoſed to make a more 
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That in conſequence of all the before- recited intri- 
ues, the Mogul Emperor being in the hands of the 
7 he the ſaid Mogul has been obliged to de- 
clare the head of the Mahratta State to be Vicegerent 
of the Mogul Empire, an authority which ſuperſedes 
that of Vizier, and has thereby conſolidated in the 
Mahratta State all the powers acknowledged to be of 
legal authority in India ; in confequence of which they 
have acquired, and have actually already attempted to 
uſe, the ſaid claims of general ſuperiority againſt the 
Company itſelf ; the Mahratras claiming a right in 
themſelves to a fourth part of the revenues of ail the 
provinces in the Company's poſſeſſion, and claiming 
in right of the Mogul, the tribute due to him; by 
which actings and doings the ſaid Haſtings has to the 
beſt of his power brought the Britiſh provinces in 
India into a dependence on the Mahratta State; and 
in order to add to the aforeſaid enormous claims a pro- 
> mg force, he did never ceaſe, during his ſtay in 
ndia, to contrive the means for its encreaſe: For it is 
of public notoriety, that one great object of the 
Mahratta policy is to unite under their dominion the 
nation or religious ſe& of the Seiks, who being a 
people abounding with ſoldiers, and poſſeſſing. large 
territories, would extend the Mahratta power over the 
whole of the vaſt countries to the north weſt of India. 


XXIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, farther to augment 
the power of the ſaid Mahrattas, and to endanger the 
ſafety of the Britiſh poſſeſſions, having eſtabliſhed in 
force the ſaid Mahrattas on the frontier, as afore re- 
cited, and finding the Council General averſe in that 
ſituation to the withdrawing the Britiſh forces there- 
trom, and for diſbanding them to the extent required 
by the ſaid Haſtings, did in a minute of the 4th 
December 1784, after ſtating a ſuppoſition, that, con- 
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trary to his opinion, the ſaid troops ſhould not be 
reduced, propoſe to employ them under the command 
of the Mogul's Son, then under the influence of the 
Mahrattas, in a war againſt the aforefaid people or 
religious ſect called Seiks defending the ſame on the 
following principles: I feel the ſenſe of an obligation 
« impoſed on me by the ſuppoſition I have made to 
« ſtate a mode of rendering the detachment of uſe in 
ce 'jts preſcribed ſtation, and of affording the appearance 
& of a cauſe for its retention.” 


XXIV. 


That the ſaid Haſtings did admit, that there was no 
preſent danger to the Company's poſſeſſions from that 
nation, which could juſtify him in ſuch a war, as he 
had declared that the Mahrattas were the only 
power that bordered on the Company's poſſeſſions and 
thoſe of the Vizier ; but he did aſſign, as a reaſon for 

oing to war with them, their military and enthuſiaſtic 
fpirit the hardineſs of their natural conſtitution; the 
dangers which might arife from them in ſome future 
time, if they ſhould ever happen to be united under 


one head, they exiſting at preſent in a ſtate little dif- 


ferent from anarchy; and he did predict great * 
from them and at no very remote period, “ if this 
people be permitted to grow into maturity with- 
* out interruption.” And though he doth pretend, 
that the ſolicitations of the heir apparent of the Mogul, 
who he ſays d:d repeatedly and earneſtly folicit kim 
to obtain the permiſſion to uſe the Company's troops 
for the purpoſe aforeſaid, had weight with him; yet 
he doth declare, as he expreſſes himſelf in the minute 
aforeſaid, that “ a ffronger impulſe, ariſing from the 
&* hope of Blaſting the growth of a generation whoſe 
& ſtrength might become fatal to our own, ſtrongly 


& pleaded in my mind for ſupporting his wiſhes.” 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after forcibly re- 
commending the plan aforeſaid, did ſtate ſtrong ob- 
jections, that did, “ in his judgment, outweigh the 
« advantages which might arile from a compliance 
« with it.. Yet the ſaid Haſtings, being determined 
ro purſue his ſcheme for aggrandizing, at any rate, the 
Mahratta power, in whoſe adult growth, and the re- 
cent effects of it, he could ſee no danger, did purſue 
the deſign of war againſt a nation or het of religion 
in its infancy, from whom he had received no injury, 
and in whoſe preſent ſtate of government he did not 
apprehend any miſchief whatſoever: And finding 
the Council fixed and determined on not diſbanding 
the frontier regiments, and thinking that therein he 
had found an advantage, he did ground thereon the 
following propoſition. 


&« Tf che expence [of the frontier troops] is to be 
ce continued, it may be ſurely better continued for 


e ſome uſeful purpoſe, than to keep up the parade 


« of a great military corps, deſigned merely to lie 
« inactive in its quarters. On this ground therefore, 


e and on the ſuppoſition premiſed, I revert to my 


original ſentiments in favour of the Prince's plan 
« but as this will require ſome qualification in the 
« execution of it, I will ſtate my recommendation of 
« jt in the terms of a propoſition, viz. That if it ſhall 
« be the reſolution of the Board to continue the de- 
« tachment now under the command of Colonel Sir 
« John Cumming at Furruckabad ; and if the Prince 
« Mirza Jehander Shah ſhall apply, with the authority 
« of the King and the concurrence of Madajee Scindia, for 
« the aſſiſtance of an Engliſh military force to act in 
« conjunction with him, to expel the Sics from the 
« territories of which they have lately poſſeſſed them- 
te ſelves in the neighbourhood of Delhi, it may be 
« granted, and ſuch a portion of the ſaid detachment 
« allotted to that ſervice as ſhall. be hereafter judged 


« ad?q uate to it.“ _ IT 
% VI. That 


j 
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XXVI. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the ſaid 


propoſal, endeavour to circumvent and over-reach the . 
Council General, by converting an apparent and literal 
compliance with their reſolution into a real and ſub- 
ſtantial oppoſition to and diſappointment thereof. For 
his firſt propoſal was to withdraw the Company's troops 
from the Vizier's country, on the pretence of relieving 
him from the burthen of that eſtabliſhment, but in 
reality with a view of facilitating the Mahratta pre- 
tenfions on that province, which would then be de- 
prived of the means of defence. And when the Coun- ' 
eil rejected the ſaid propoſal, on the expreſs ground 
of danger to the province, by withdrawing from the 
Mahrattas the reſtraint of our troops, the ſaid Haſtings, 
finding his firſt ſcheme in favour of the Mahrattas, 
againſt the provinces dependant on the Company, de- 
teated, by the refuſal of the Council to concur in the 
faid meaſure of withdrawing the troops, did then en- 
deavour to obtain the fame purpoſe in a different way; 
and inſtead of leaving the troops, according to the in- 
tention and policy of the Council, as a check to the 
ambition and progreſs of the Mahrattas, he propoſed 
to employ them in the actual furtherance of thoſe 
ichemes of aggrandizement, of which his colleagues 
were jealous, and which it was the object of their re- 
ſolution to counteract. 


XXVII. 


That in the whole of the letters, negociations, pro- 
22 and projects of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, re- 
ative to the Mogul, he did appear to purſue but one 
object, namely, the aggrandizement of the lately 
hoſtile and always dangerous power of the Mahrattas ; 
and did purſut the tame by means highly diſhonourable 
to the Britiſh character tor honour, juſtice, candour, 
plain dealing, moderation, and humanity. 


No. XIX. 
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LIBEL oN THE COURT or 
DIRECTORS, 


I, 


T HAT Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, was, during 
the whole of the year 1783, a ſervant of the 
Eaſt India Company, and was bound by the duties of 
that relation, not only to yield obedience to the orders 
of the Court of Directors, but to give to the whole of 
their ſervice an example of ſubmiſſion, reverence, and 
reſpect to their authority: And that if they ſhould, in 
the courſe of their duty, call in queſtion any part of 
his conduct, he was bound to conduct his defence with 
temper and decency ; and while his conduct was under 
their conſideration, "it was not allowable to print and 
»ubliſh any of his letters to them, without their con- 
— firſt had and obtained; and he was bound by the 
ſame principles of duty, enforced by ſtill more cogent 
reaſons, to obſerve, in a paper intended for publicati- 
on, great modeſty and moderation, and to treat the 
ſaid Court of Directors, his lawful maſters, with re- 


ſpe. ; 
* II. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſting did print and publiſh, 
er cauſed to be printed and publiſhed, at Calcutta in 
Bengal, the narrative of his tranſactions at Benares, * 
in a letter written at that place, without leave had of 
the Court of Directors, in order to pre-occupy the 
judgment of the ſervants in that ſettlement, and io 

ain from them a factious countenance and ſupport, 
prone to the judgment and opinion of the Court of 
Directors, his lawful ſuperiors, 


* See Mr. Haſtings' Narrative of the Inſurrection at Benares, 
printed for J. Debrett, 
III. That 
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III. 


That the Court of Directors, having come to cer- 
tain reſolutions of fact relative to the engagements 
ſubſiſting between them and the Rajah of Benares, 
and the manner in which the ſame had been fulfilled 
on the part of the Rajah, did, in the Fifth Reſolution, 
which was partly a Reſolution of opinion, declare as 
follows: That it appears to this Court, that the 
« conduct of the Governor General towards the Ra- 
4c jah, whilſt he was at Benares, was improper; and 
« that the impriſonment of his perſon, thereby diſ- 
« gracing him in the eyes of his ſubjects, and others, 
* was unwarrantable and highly impolitic, and may 
« tend to weaken the confidence which the native 
* princes of India ought to have in the juſtice and 
* moderation of the Company's Government.“ 


IV. 


That the ſaid Reſolutions being tranſmitted to the 
faid Warren Haſtings, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
did write, and cauſe to be printed and publiſhed, a 
certain falſe, inſolent, malicious, and ſcditious libel, 

urporting to be a letter from him, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtiogs, to the Court of Directors, dated Fort Wil- 
liam, 2oth March 1783, “ calculated | as the Direc- 
* tors truly affirm] to bring contempt, as well as an 
* odjum, on the Court of Directors for their conduct 
© on that occaſion ;” and the ſaid libel had a direct 
tendency to excite a ſpirit of diſobedience to the law- 


ful government of this nation in India, through all 
ranks of their ſervice, 


V. 


That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, among other 
inſolent and contumacious charges and aſperſions on 
the Court of Directors, did addreſs them in che print- 
ed letter aforeſaid, as follows:“ J deny that Rajah 
* Cheit Sing was a native prince of India. Cheit Sing 

: . 44 18 


RTI 


et is the ſon of a collector of the revenue of that pro- 
« yince, which his arts, and the misfortunes of his 
© maſter, enabled him to convert to a permanent and 
« hereditary poſſeſſion. This man, whom you have thus 
& ranked among the princes of India, will be aſtoniſbed, 
« when he hears it, at an elevation ſo unlooked for; 
“ nor leſs at the independent rights which your com- 
* mands have aſſigned him; rights which are ſo foreign 
« to bis conceptions, that I doubt whether be will know in 
« what language 10 aſſert them ; unleſs the example which 
« you have thought it conſiſtent with juſlice, however op- 
ce poſite to policy, to ſhew, of becoming bis advocates againſt 
« your own intereſts, ſhould inſpire any of your own ſervants 
« to be his adviſers and inſlruflors.” And he did fur- 
ther, to bring into contempt the authority of the Com- 
pany, and to excite a reſiſtance to their lawful orders, 
frame a ſuppoſition, that the Court of Directors had 
intended the reſtoration of the Rajah of Benares; and 
on that ground did preſume, in the ſaid libel, to 
calumniate, in diſteſpectful and contumelious terms, 
the policy of the Court of Directors, as well as the 


perſon whom he did conceive to be the object of their 


protection, as followeth :—© Of the conſequences of 
« ſuch a policy, I forbear to ſpeak. Moſt happily, the 


reich whoſe hopes may be excited by the appearances in 


« his favour, is ill qualified to avail himſelf of them, and 
« the force which is ſtationed in the province of Benares 
« is ſufficient to ſuppreſs any ſymptoms of internal ſedition ; 


ic but it cannot fail to create diſtruſt and ſuſpenſe in 


« the minds both of the rulers and of the people, and 
« ſuch a ſtate is always productive of diſorder, But it 
« js not in this partial conſideration that I dread the 
c effects of your commands, it is in your proclaimed 
* ijndiſpolition againſt the firſt executive member of 
« your firſt government in India, I almoſt ſhudder at 


- «© the reflection of what might have happened, had 


e theſe denunciations againſt your own miniſter, in 

« favour of a man univerſally conſidered, in this part 

« of the world, as juſtly attainted for his crimes, the 

„ murderer of your ſervants and ſoldiers, and — 
ce re 
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« rebel to your authority, arrived two months 
« earlier,” 


VI: 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo auge to 
cenſure and aſperſe the Court of Directors for the mo- 
derate terms in which they had expreſſed their diſplea- 
ſure againſt him, as putting him under the neceſſity of 
ſtating in his defence a ſtrong accuſation againſt him- 
ſelf; and as implying in the ſaid Court a conſciouf- 
neſs that he was not guilty of the offences charged 
upon him, being, as he aſſerts, in the reſolutions of 
the Court of Directors, “ arraigned and pre. judged 
« of a violation of national faith, in ads of ſuch complicat- 
& ed aggravation, that, if they were true, no puniſh- 
« ment SHORT OF DEATH could atone for the 
it injury which the intereſt and credit of the public 
& had ſuſtained in them:“ And he did therefore cen- 
ſure the ſaid Court, for applying no ſtronger, or 
more criminating epithets, than thoſe of “ improper, 
4c unwarrantable, and highly impolitic,” to an offence 
ſo by them charged, and by him deſcribed. And 
though it be true, that the expreſſions aforeſaid are 
much too reſerved for the purpoſe of duly characteriſ- 
ing the offences of the ſaid Haſtings, yet was it in hint 
moſt indecent, to libel the Court of Directors for the 
ſame; and his implication, from the tenderneſs of the 
epithets and deſcriptions aforeſaid uſed towards him, 
was not only indecent, but ungrounded, malicious, 
and ſcandalous ; he having himſelf highly, though 
truly, aggravated ** the charge of the injuries done 
« by him to the Rajah of Benares,” in order to bring 
the ſaid Directors into contempt and ſuſpicion ; the 
paragraphs in the ſaid libel-being as follows: „Here 
« I muſt crave leave to ſay, that the terms © impro- 
« per, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic,* are 
much too gentle, as deductions from ſuch pre- 
* miles; and as every reader of the latter will obvi— 
« ouſly feel, as he reads, the deductions which ine. 
« vitably belong to them, I will add that the ſtrict per- 

„ formance 
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* formance of ſolemn engagements on one part, fol- 
& lowed by acts directly ſubverſive of them, and by 
« total diſpoſſeſſion, on the other, ſtamps on the per- 
© petrators of the latter the guilt of the greateſt poſ- 
6c Eble violation of faith and juſtice,” “ There is 
*« an appearance of tenderneſs in this deviation from 
c plain conſtruction, of which, however meant, 1 
« have a right to complain; becauſe it impoſes” on 
«© me the neceſſity of framing the terms of the accuſa- 
« tion againſt myſelf, which you have only not made, 
ce hut have ſtated the leading arguments to it ſo ſtrong- 
ce ly, that no one who reads theſe can avoid making it, 
tc gr not know it to have been intended. 


VII. | 
That the ſaid Haſtings, being well aware that his 


own declarations did contain the cleareſt condemnation i 
of his own conduct from his own pen, did, in the ſaid 
libel, attempt to overturn, fruſtrate, and render of 
none effect, all the proofs to be given of prevarication, 
contradiction, and of oppoſition of action to princi- 
ple, which can be uſed againſt men in public truſt, 
and did contend that the ſame could not be uſed againſt 
him; and as if falſe aſſertions could be juſtified by 
factious motives, he did endeavour to do away the 
authority of his own deliberate, recorded declarations, 
entered by him in zoriting on the Council books of the 
preſidency ; for, after aſſerting, 3ut not attempting to 
prove, that his declarations were conſiſtent with his 
conduct, he writes in the ſaid libel as follows: For 
« were it otherwiſe, they were not to be made the 
rules of my conduct; and God forbid that every 
« expreſſion dictated by the impulſe of preſent emer- 
o Io, and unpremeditately uttered in the heat of 
% party contention, ſhould impole upon me the obli- 
« gation of a fixed principle, and be applied to every 
5 yariable occaſion; | 


See VIII. That 
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VIII. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, in order to draw the lawful 
dependence of the ſervants of the Company from the 


Court of Directors, to a factious dependence on him- 
ſelf; did, in the libel aforeſaid, treat the acts and ap- 
pointments of their undoubted authority, when exer- 
ciſed in oppoſition to his arbitrary will, as ruinous to 


their affairs, in the following terms: It is as well 


© known to the Indian world, as to the Court of En- 


it 1 3 — ; 
gliſn proprietors, that the firſt declaratory inſtru- 
f the diſſolution of my influence, in the 


© ments o 
« year 1774, were Mr. John Briſtow and Mr. Fran- 


cis Fowke : By your ancient and known conſtitution, 


«* the Governor has been ever held forth, and under- 


« ſtood to poſſeſs the oſtenſible powers of Govern- 
« ment; all the correſpondence with foreign princes 


is conducted in his name; and every perſon reſident 
tc with them for the management of your political con- 
6 cerns, is underſtood to be more eſpecially his repre- 
* ſentative, and of his choice—and ſuch ought to be 
© the rule; for how otherwiſe can they truſt an agent, 
«© nominated againſt the will of his principal? When 
« the ſtate of this adminiſtration was ſuch as ſeemed 
* to admit of the appointment of Mr. Briſtow to the 
ic refidency of Lucknow, without much diminution 
« of my 01 influence, I gladly ſeized the occafion to 
« ſhew my readineſs to ſubmit to your commands: 


« 1 propoſed his nomination; he was nominated, - 


e and declared to be the agent of my own choice. Even, 
4 this effect of my caution is deſeated by your abſolute 
« command for his re-appointment independent of me, and. 
& cyith the ſuppoſition that I ſhould be adverſe to it, —I am, 
c now wholly deprived ot my official powers, both 
* in the Province ot Oude, and in the Zemigdarry of 
“ Benares.” 2 


; IX. 
That, further to emancipare others and himſelf from 
due obedience to the Court of Directors, he did, in 
the 


aa. a OE "8 aA ad. tat. i 8 1 * 


ARTICLE XIX. 373 


the libel aforeſaid, enhance his ſervices; which, with- 
out ſpecification or proof, he did ſuppoſe in the ſaid 
libel to be important and valuable, by repreſenting 
them as done under their diſpleaſure ;. and doth attri- 
bute his not having done more, to their oppoſition, as 
followeth:—“ It is now a complete period of eleven 
« years ſince I firſt received the firſt nominal charge of 
« your affairs; in the courſe of it I have invariably. 
c had to contend, not with ordinary difficulties, but 
e ſuch as moſt unnaturally aroſe from the oppoſition of 
«© thoſe very powers from which I primarily derived my au- 
& thority, and which Tere required for the ſupport it. 
« My exertions, though applied to an unvaried and 
„ conſiſtent. line of action, have been occaſional and 
c deſultory; yet I pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that 
in the annals of your dominion, which ſhall be writ- 
© ten after the extinction of recent prejudices, this 
«« term of its adminiſtration will appear not the leaſt 
© conducive to the intereſts of the Company, nor the 
<« leaſt reflective of the honour of the Britiſh name; 
<« and allow me to ſuggeſt the inſtructive reflection of 
« what good might have been done, and what evil prevent - 
« ed, bad due ſupport been given to that adminifiration 
e which has performed ſuch eminent and ſubſtantial ſervices 
ic roitbout it,” | 


And the ſaid Haſtings, farther to render the au- 
thority of the ſaid Court perfectly contemptible, doth, 
in a ſtrain of exultation for his having eſcaped out of a 
meaſure, in which by his guilt he had involved the 
Company in a ruinous war, and out of which it had 
eſcaped by a ſacrifice of almoſt all the territories before 
acquired (from that enemy which he had made) either 
by war, or former treaties, and by the abandoning the 
Company's Allies to their mercy; attribute the ſaid 
ſuppoſed ſervices to his acting in ſuch a manner as had 
on former occaſions excited their diſpleaſure, in the 
following words ; 


cc Pardon, honourable Sirs, this digreſfive exulta- 
© tion; I cannot * the pride which I feel in 
. e e h © this 
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e this ſucceſsful atehievement of a meaſure ſo fortu- 
te nate for your intereſts, and the national honour ; 
ce for that pride is the ſource of my zeal, ſo frequently 
« exerted in your ſupport, and never more happily 
* than in thaſe inſtances in which I have departed from 
*© the preſcribed and beaten path of action, and aſſumed 4 
ce reſponſibility which has too frequently drawn on me the 
4 moſt pointed effetts of your diſpleaſure. But however I 
cc may yield to my private feelings, in thus enlarging 
& on the ſubject, my motive in introducing it was 
« immediately connected with its context, and was to 
4 contraſt the actual tate of your political affairs, derived 
« from a bappier influence, with that which might have 
4 attended an earlier diſſolution of it : And he did value 
himſelf upon © the patience and temper with which he 
had ſubmitted to all the indignities which have been 
« heaped upon him [meaning by the ſaid Court of 
Directors] in this long ſervice:” And he did inſo- 
lently attribure to an unuſual ſtrain of zeal for their 
ſervice, that he perſevered in the VIOLENT MAIN- 
* TENANCE OF HIS OFFICE,” 


X, 


That in order further to excite the ſpirit of diſobe- 
dience in the Company's Servants, to the lawful au- 
thority ſet over them, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
treat contemptuouſly and ironically the ſuppoſed diſ- 
ſition of the Company's ſervants to obey the orders 
of the Court of Directors, in the words following: 
The recall of Mr. Markham, who was known to be 
* the public agent of my own nomination at Benares, 
t and the re-appointment of Mr. Francis Fowke, by 
* your order, contained in the ſame letter, would place 
it ¶ the reſtoration of Cheit Sing] beyond 3 doubt. 
& This order bas been obeyed ; and whenever you ſhall Le 
ie pleaſed to order the reſtoration of Cheit Sing, I will 
c venture to promiſe the ſame ready and exatl ſubmiſſion in 
te the other members of the Council: And he did, in the 
{ſcript of the ſa:d letter, and as on recollection, 
endeayour to make a reparation of honour to his ſaid 


colleagues, 
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colleagues, as if his expreſſions aforeſaid had ariſen 
from animoſity to them, as follows: Upon a care- 
ce ful reviſal of what I have written, I fear that an 
« expreſſion which I have uſed, reſpecting the pro- 
« bable conduct of the Board, in the event of orders 
e being received for the reſtoration of Cheit Sing, 
© may be conſtrued as intimating a ſenſe of diſſatis- 
5 faction, applied to tranſactions already palt,—lr is 
© not my intention to complain of any one.” 


XI. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, in the acts of injury afore, 
ſaid to the Rajah of Benares, did aſſume and arrogate 
to himſelf an illegal authority therein, and did maintain 
that the acts done in conſequence of that meaſure were 
not revocable by any ſubſequent authoruy, in the fol- 
lowing words: “If you ſhould proceed to order the 
e reſtoration of Cheit Sing to the Zemindarry, from 
« which, by the powers which I legally poſſeſſed, and con- 
« ceive myſclf legally bound to aſſert againlt any ſubſe= 
« quent authority to the gontrary, derived trom the /ame 
« common ſource, he was diſpoſſeſT-d for crimes of tne 
4 greateſt enormity, and your Council ſhall reſolve to 
te execute the order, I will inſtantly give up my ſtation, 
and the ſervice.” 


XII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did attempt to juſtify 
his publication of the ſaid libellous letter, to and 
againſt the Court of Directors, by afferting therein, 
that theſe reſolutions [meaning the reſolutions of the 
Court of Directors, relative to the Rajah of Benares ] 
& were either publiſhed, or intended for publication; 
evidently proving, that he did take this unwarrantable 
courſe without any ſufficient aſſurance that the ground 
znd motive by him aſſigned, had any exiſtence. 


No. XX. 
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MARATTA WAR, and PEACE. 


= 


2 by an Act, paſſed in 1773, it was expreſsly 
ordered and provided, * That it ſhould not be 


« Jawful for anv Preſident and Council of Madras, 
« Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the time being, to make 
any orders for commencing hoſtilities, or declaring 
« or making war, againſt any Indian princes or 
“ powers, or for negociating or concluding any treaty 
c of peace, or other treaty, with any ſuch Indian 
« princes or powers, without the conſent and appro- 
cc — of the Governor General and Council firſt 
c had and obtained, except in ſuch caſes of imminent 
« xecefſity as would render it dangerous to 3 
4 ſuch hoſtilities or treaties until the orders from the 
« Governor General and Council might arrive,” — 
That nevertheleſs the Preſident and Council of Bom- 
bay did, in December 1774, without the conſent and 
approbation of the Governor General and Council of 

ort William, and in the midſt of profound peace, 
commence an unjuſt and unprovoked war againſt the 
Maratta Government ; did conclude a treaty with a 
certain perſon, a fugitive from that government, and 
proſcribed by it, named Ragonaut Row, or Ragoba; 
and did, under various baſe and treacherous pretences, 
invade and conquer the iſland of Salſette, belonging 
10 the Maratta Government, | 


II. That 
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II. 


That Warren Haſtings, on the firſt advices received 
in Bengal of the above tranſactions, did condemn the 
ſame in the ſtrongeſt terms; declaring that (a) “ the 
« meaſures adopted by the preſidency of Bombay had 
« a tendency to a very extenſive and indefinite ſcene 
« of troubles; and that their conduct was unſeaſon- 
tc able, impolitic, unjuſt, and unauthorized.” — And 
the Governor General and Council, in order to put a 
ftop to the ſaid unjuſt hoſtilities, did appoint an Am- 
baſſador to the Peſhwa, or Chief of the Maratta State, 
reſident at Poona ; and the ſaid Ambaſſador did, after 
a long negociation, conclude a definitive treaty of 
peace with the ſaid Peſhwa, () on terms highly ho- 
nourable and beneficial to the Eaſt India Company, 
who, by the ſaid treaty, obtained from the Marattas 
a ceſſion of conſiderable tracts of country, the Ma- 
tatta ſhare of the city of Broach, twelve lacks of ru- 
pees for the expences of the ſaid unjuſt war, and par- 
ticularly the iſland of Salſette, of which the Preſi- 
dency of Bombay had poſſeſſed themſelves by ſurprize 
and treachery ; that in return for theſe extraordinary 
conceſſions, the articles principally inſiſted on by the 
Marattas, (c) with a view to their own future tran- 
uillity and internal quiet, were, that no affiſtance 

ould be given to any ſubject or ſervant of the Peſhwa 
that ſhould cauſe diſturbances, or rebellion, in the Maratta 
dominions, and particularly, that the Engliſh Huld not 
afſift Ragonaut Row, (d) to whom the Marattas agreed 
to allow five lacks of Rupees a year, or a Jaghire to 
that amount, and that he ſhould reſide at 1 
that nevertheleſs, the Preſidency of Bombay did re- 
ceive and keep Ragonaut Row at Bombay, did fur- 
niſh him with a conſiderable eſtabliſhment, and con- 
tinue to carry on ſecret intrigues and negociations 


(a) 31ſt May 1775. App. to th Rep. Com. of Secregy, No. 68, 
(6) Ditto, No. 116, 1ſt March 1776. 

(c) App. to 6th Rep, No. 11. 

(4) Os, 11. 
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with him, thereby giving juſt ground of jealoufy and 
diſtruſt to the Maratta State: That the late Colonel 
John Upton, by whom the treaty of Poorunder was 
negociated and concluded, did declare to the Govefs 
nor General and Council, “ That while Ragonaut 
« Row reſides at Bombay, in expectation of being 
c ſupported, the Miniſters can place no confidence in 
ac the Council there; which muſt now be productive 
& of the greateſt inconveniencies, and perhaps, in the 
ic end, of fatal conſequences.” (e) That the faid 
Warren Haſtings, concurring with his Council, which 
then confiſted of Sir John Clavering, Richard Bar- 
well, and Philip Franeis, Eſquires, did, on the 18th 
of Auguſt 1777, declare to the Preſidency of Bombay, 
(f) that © he could fee no reaſon to doubt that the 
« preſence of Ragoba at Bombay would continue to 
« be an inſuperable bar to the completion of the treaty 

c concluded with the Maratta Government, nor could 
c any ſincere cordiality and good underſtanding be 
« eſtabliſhed with them, as long as he ſhould appear 
« to derive encouragement and ſupport from the Eng+ 
« liſh,” | | 


III. 


That Sir John Clavering died ſoon after, and 
that the late Edward Wheler, Eſquire, ſueceeded 
to a ſeat in the Supreme Council. That, on the 29th 
of January 1778, the Governor General and Council 
received a letter from the Preſidency of Bombay, dated 
12th December 1777, in which they declared, © That 


they had agreed to give encouragement to a party 


« formed in Ragoba's favour, and flattered themſelves 
<«« they ſhould meet with the hearty concurrence of the 
« Governor General and Council in the meaſures they 
e might be obliged to purſue in conſequence.” That 
the p.rty ſo deſcribed was ſaid to conſiſt of four prin- 
cipal perſons in the Maratta State, on whoſe part 


(e) A to 6th Re rt, 3ziſt July 1777. 
77 Do, No. 12. port, . 9 
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ſome overtures had been made to Mr. William Lewis, 
the Reſident of Bombay, at Poona, for the aſſiſtance of . 
the Company to bring Ragoba to Poona. That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, immediately on the receipt of the 
preceding advices, did propoſe and carry it in Council, 
(g) by means of his caſting voice, and againſt the re- 
monſtrances, arguments, and ſolemn proteſt of two 
members of the Supreme Council, that the ſan#ion of 
that Government ſhould be given to the plan which the 
Preſident and Council of Bombay had agreed to form 
with the Maratta Government; and alſo, that a ſupply 
of money (to the amount of ten lacks of rupees\ 
ſhould be immediately granted to the Preſident and 
Council of Bombay, for the ſupport of their engagements 
above mentioned; and alſo, that a military force ſhould 
be ſent to the Preſidency of Bombay. 


IV. 


That, in defence of theſe Reſolutions, the faid War- 
xen Haſtings did falſely pretend and affirm, () that the 
* Reſolution of the Prefidency of Bombay was form- 
ed on ſuch a caſe of imminent neceſſity, as would have 
rendered it dangerous to poſtpone the execution of 
« jt, until the orders from the Governor General and 
* Council might arrive; and that the faid Preſidency 
&* of Bombay were warranted, by the treaty of Peorunder, 
(i to join in a plan for conducting Ragonaut Row to 
« Poona, on the application of the ruling part of the 
* Maratta Staate; whereas the main object of the 
ſaid treaty, on the part of the Marattas, and to obtain 
which they made many important conceſſions to the 
India Company, was, that the Engliſh ſhould withdraw 
their forces, and give no aſſiſtance to Ragoba, and that 
he ſhould be excluded for ever from any ſhare in their 
Government, being a perſon * univerſally held in abt or- 


% 


g No. 27. 2d February 1778. 
Gb) No, = | IM 

(:) No. 27. 

* Vide, Mr, Watherſtone's Letter of 24th Dec. 1778. No. 170. 
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rence in the Maratta empire; and if it had been true 
(inſtead of being, as it was, notoriouſly falſe) that the 
ruling part of the adminiſtration of the Maratta State 
ſolicited the return of Ragonaut Row to Poona, his re- 
turn, in that caſe, might have been effected by acts of 
their own, without the interpoſition of the N 

wer, and without our interference in their affairs. 

hat it was the ſpecial duty of the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, derived from a ſpecial truſt repoſed in him, 
and power committed to him by Parliament, to have 
reſtrained, as by law he had authority tq do, the ſub- 
ordinate Preſidency of Bombay from entering into hoſ- 
tilities with the Marattas, or from making engagements, 
the manifeſt tendency of which was to eiter into thoſe 
Hoſtilities, and to have put a ſtop to them, if any 
ſuch had been begun. That he was bound by the duty 
of his office to preſerve the faith of the Britiſh Go- 
vernment, pledged in the treaty of Poarunder, invio- 
late and ſacred, as well as by the ſpecial orders and in- 
ſtructions of the Eaſt India Company, (R) to fix bis at- 
tention to the preſervation of peace thraughout India; all 
which important duties the Taid Warren Haſtings did 
wilfully violate, in giving the ſanction of che Governor 
General and Council to the dangerous, faithlefs, and 
ill· concerted projects of the Prefident and Council of 
Bombay, heretnbefore mentioned, from which the ſub- 
ſequent Maratta war, with all the gxpence, diſtreſs, 
and diſgraces which have attended it, took their com- 
mencement; and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings there- 
fore is ſpecially and principally anſwerable for the ſaid 
war, and for all the conſequences thereof. | | 


V. 
That in a letter, dated the 2oth of January 1778, (!) 
the Preſident and Council of Bombay informed the 


Governor General and Council, that, in conſequence 
of later intelligence reccived from Poona, they had 


(#) 31it March 177 
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immediately reſolved that nothing further could be done, un- 
leſs Saccaram Baboo, the principal in the late treaty [of 

- Poorunder] joined in making a formal application to them. 
but no ſuch application was ever made by that perſon. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, finding that all this 

retended ground for engaging in an invaſion of the 
— Government had totally failed, did then pre- 
tend to give credit to, and to be greatly alarmed by 
the ſuggeſtions of the Preſident and Council of Bom- 
by, that the Mahrattas were negociating with the 

French, and had agreed to give them the Port of 
Choul, on the Malabar Coaſt, (n) and did affirm that 
the French bad obtained poſſeſſion of that Port: all which 
ſuggeſtions and aſſertions were falſe ; and, if they had 
been true, would have furniſhed no juſt occaſion for 
attacking either the Mahrattas or the French, with 
both of whom the Britiſh nation was then at peace. () 


VI. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, then propoſe 
and carry the following reſolution, in Council, againſt 
the proteſt of two Members thereof, that, © For the 
9 pe ole of granting you fthe Preſidency of Bom- 
* bay] the moſt effeftual ſupport in our power, we 
have refolved to aſſemble a ſtrong military force 
*© near Calpee, the commanding officer of which is 
to be ordered to march, by the moſt practicable 
route, to Bombay, or to ſuch other place as future 
* oceurrences; and your directions to him, may ren- 
« der it expedient.” And with reſpect to the ſteps 
ſaid to be taking by the French to obtain a ſettlement on 
the Malabar coaſt, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did declare 
to the Prefidency of Bombay, (o) “that it was the 
* opinion of the Governor General and Council that 
* no time ought to be loſt in forming and carrying 
into execution ſuch meaſures as might moſt effee- 
4 tually tend to fruſtrate ſuch dangerous deſigns :”— 


(m) No. 35, 41. (=) 23d Feb. 1778. No. 35, (e) No. 35- 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings therefore, inſtead of 
fixing his attention to the preſervation of peace 
throughout India, as it was his duty to have done, 
did continue to abet, encourage, and ſupport the 
dangerous projects of the Preſidency of Bombay, and 
did thereby manifeſt a determined intention to diſturb 
the peace of India, by the unfortunate ſucceſs of 
which intention, and by the continued efforts of the 
faid Haſtings, the greateſt part of India has been for 
ſeveral years involved in a bloody and calamitous war. 


VII. 


That both the Court of Directors and Court of Pro- 
prietors did ſpecially inſtruct the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in all his meaſures, (p) © to make the ſafety and 
« proſperity of Bengal his principal object,“ and did 
heavily cenſure the ſaid Warren Haſtings for having 
employed their troops at a great diſtance from Bengal, 
in a war againſt tne Rohillas, which the Houſe of 
Commons have pronounced ty be iniquizons (q) and did 
on that occaſion expreſoly declare, © That they dilap- 
proved of all ſuch diſtant expeditions, as might 


c eventually carry their forces to any ſituation too 


ce remote to admit of their ſpeedy and ſafe return to 
ce the protection of their own provinces, in caſe of 
% emergency.” That the ſaid Warren Haſtipgs ne- 
vertheleſs ordered a detachment from the Bengal army 


to croſs the Jumna, and to proceed acrols the peninſula, 


by a circuitcus 1ou e, through the diamond country 
of Bundle Cund, and through the dominions of the 
Rajah of Berar, ſitua ed in the center of Hindoſtan, 
and did thereby firip the provinces ſubject ro the go- 
vernment of Fort William of a conſiderable part of 
their eſtabliſhed defence, and did thereby diſobey the 
general inſtructions, and poſitive orders of the Court 
of DireCtors (given upon occalion of a crime of the 


| ſame nature committed by the ſaid Haſtings) and was 


euiity of a high crime and miſdemeanor. 


(p) ziſt March 1774. ) 28th May 1782. 15th Dec. 1775. 
; VIII. Thar 
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VIII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having taken the 
meaſures hereinbefore deſcribed for ſupporting thoſe 
of the Preſidency of Bombay, did, on the 23d of March 
1778, © invelt the ſaid Preſidency with authority to 
« form a new alliance with Ragoba, and to engage 
« with him in any ſcheme which they ſhould deem ex- 
« pedient and ſafe for retrieving his affairs. () That 
the ſaid Haſtings was then in poſſeſſion of a letter from 
the Court of Directors, dated the 4th of July 1777, 
containing a poſitive order to the Prefidency of 
Bombay, in the following words: (s) © Though 
te that treaty [ meaning the treaty of Poorundur] is not, 
«« upon the whole, ſo agreeable to us as we could wiſh, 
cc ſtill we are reſolved ſtrictly to adhere to it on our 
c parts, You muſt therefore be particularly vigilant, 
* while Ragoba is with you, to prevent him from 
&« forming any plan againſt what is called the miniſte- 
e rial party at Poona ; and we hereby poſitively order 
ce you not to engage with him in any ſcheme whatever 
ce in retrieving his affairs, without the conſent of the 
« Governor General and Council, or the Court of Di- 
c rectors. That the ſaid Ragoba neither did or 
could form any plan for his Reſtoration, but what 
was and muſt be againſt the miniſterial party at Poona; 
who held and exerciſed the regency of that ſtate in the 
infancy of the Peſhwa; and that, ſuppoſing him to 
have formed any other ſcheme, in conjunction with 
Bombay, for retrieving his affairs, the ſaid Haſtings, 
in giving a previous genera authority to the Preſidency 
of Bombay to engage with Ragoba in any ſcheme for 
that purpoſe, without knowing what ſuch ſcheme 
might be, and thereby relinquiſhing and transferring 
to the diſcretion of a ſubordinate government, that 
ſuperintendance and controul over all meafures tending 
to create or provoke a war, which the law had exclu- 
ſively veſted in the Governor General and Council, was 
guilty of a high crime and miſdeameanor. 


r) No. 39. (:) Do. Parag. 65. 
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IX. 

That the id Warren Haſtings, having firſt declared 
that the meaſures taken by him were S the ſupport 
bf the engagements made by the Preſidency of Bom- 
bay, in favour of Ragoba, did afterwards, when it 
appeared that thofe negociations were entirely laid afide, 
declare (7; that his apprehenſion of the confequence of 
a pretended inirigue between the Mahrattas and the 
French, (u) was the ſole motives of all the late meaſures 
taken for the ſupport of the Preſidency of Bombay ; but that 
ncither of the preceding declarations contained the 
true motives and objects of the ſaid Haſtings, whoſe 
real purpoſe, as it appeared ſoon after, (x) was to make 
uſe of the ſuperiority of the Britiſh power in Iadia, to 
carry on offenſive wars, and to purſue ſchemes of con- 
quelt, impolitic and unjuſt in their deſign, ill-concerted 
in the execution, and wnich, as the Houle has reſolved, 
O have' brought great calamities ou India, and enormous 
axpences on the Eaſt India Company. 


X. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the 22d of June 
1778, made the following declaration in Council: (2) 
„Much leſs can I agree that, with ſuch ſuperior ad- 
« vantages, as we poſſeſs over every power that dare 
„ oppole us, we ſhould act merely on the defenſive. On 
« the contrary, if it be really true that the Britiſh arms 
„ and influence have fuffered to ſevere a check in the 
„ weſtern world, it is more incumbent on thoſe, who 
are Charged with the intereſts of Great Britain in the 
< Faſt, ſo exert themſelves for the retrieval of the national 
« loſs. We have the means in our power, and, if they 
« are not fruſtrated by our own diſſentions, I truſt that 
« the event of this exped tion will yield every advan- 
de rage, for the attainmen! of which it was undertaken.” 
That, in purſuance of the principles avowed in the pre- 


( 2d Feb. 1778. (z) No. 43. (a) 23d May 1778. No. 39- 
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ceding declaration, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the 
gth ot July 1778, (a) did propoſe, and carry it in 
Council, that an embaſſy ſhould be ſent from Bengal 
to Moodajee Booſla, the Rajah of Berar, falſely aſſer- 
ting, that the ſaid Rajah * was, by intereſt and incli- 
sc nation, likely to join in an alliance with the Britiſn 
e Government; and ſuggeſting that two advantages 
© might be offered to him, as the inducements to it;: 
“ Firit, the fupport of his pretenſions to the ſoverezgn 
te power | viz. of the Maratta Empire;] Second, - 
© recovery of the captives made in his dominions by 
« Nizam Ally.“ _ 


That the ſaid Haſtings, having already given full 
authority to the Prefidency of Bombay to engage the 
Britiſh faith to Ragonaut Row, to ſupport him in 5 
Pretenſions to the government or to the regency of the 
Maratta empire, was guilty of a high crime and miſ- 
deameanor, in propoſing to engage the ſame Britiſh 
faith to ſupport the pretenſions of another competitor for 
the ſame object; and that in offering to aſſiſt the Rajah 
of Berar to recover the captures made on his dominions 
by the Nizam, the ſaid Haſting did endeavour, as far 


as depended on him, to engage the Britiſh nation 


in a moſt unjuſt and utterly unprovoked war againſt 
the ſaid Nizam, between whom and the Eaſt India Com- 
pany a treaty of peace and friendſhip did then ſubſiſt, 
unviolated on h's part; notwithſtanding the ſaid Haſ- 
tings well knew that it made part of the Eaſt India 


Company's fundamental policy to ſupport that Prince 


againſt the Marattas, and to (+) conſider him as one of the 


few remaining chiefs who were yet capable ef coping with 


the Mabrattas, and that it was the Company's true in- 
terſt to preſerve a good underſianding with him. 


; XII, | 
That, by holding out ſuch offcrs to the Rajah of 


Berar, the ſaid Haſtings profeſſed to hope that the Ra- 
Jah would ardently catch at the objects preſented to his an- 


. (a) No, 68, (5) Gen, Letter, zoth June 1769. 
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bition ; (c) and although the ſaid Haſtings did about this 


time lay it down as a maxim, that there is always a great- 
er advantage in receiving ſolicitations than in making advan- | 
£25, (d)he nevertheleſs declared to the ſaid Rajah, that in 
the twhole of bis conduct he had departed from the common 
line of policy, and had made advances where others, in his 
ſituation, (e) wouldbave waited for ſolicitation ; that the ſaid 
unjuſt and dangerous projects did not take effect, be- 
cauſe the Rajah of Berar refuſed to join or be concerned 
therein; yet lo earneſt was the ſaid Haſtings for the 
execution of thoſe projects, that, in a ſubſequent letter () 
he daringly and treacherouſly aſſured the Rajah, © that, 
if he had accepted of the terms offered him by Co- 
c lonel Goddard, and concluded a treaty with the Go- 
«« yernment of Bengal upon them, he ſhould have 
< held the obligation of it ſuperior to that of any en- 
te gagement formed by the Government of Bombay, and 
ce Gould have thought it his duty to maintain it, &c. 
* againſt every conſideration, even of the moſt valuable 
« intereſts and ſafety of the Engliſh poſſeſſions entruſted to bis 
ge charge,” 2 uf 


XIII. 6 


That all the offers of the ſaid Haſtings were rejected 
with ſlight and contempt by the Rajah of Berar ; but 
the ſame being diſcovered and generally known through- 
out India, did fill the chief of the Princes and States of 

India with a general 3 and diſtruſt of the am- 
bitious deſigns and treacherous principles of the Britiſh 
K Government; and with an univerſal hatred of the Bri- 
tiſh nation; that the ſaid Princes and States were 
thereby thoroughly convinced of the neceſſity of 
uniting amongſt themſelves to oppoſe a power which 
kept no faith with any of them, and equally threatened 
them all, that, renouncing all former enmities againſt 
each other, they united in a common canfederacy againſt 
the Englith ; viz, the Peſhwa, as repreſentative of the 


(4.234 Nov. 1778. No. 153, (4) 7th Oct. 1778. No. 144. 
(s) 23d Nov, 1778, No. 153. (/ gth Feb. 1779. No. 173. 
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Maratta State, and Moodajee Booſla, the Rajah of Be- 
rar, that is, the principal Hindoo powers of India, on 
one ſide; and Hyder Ally, and the Nizam of the De- 


can, that is, the principal Mahomedan powers of In- 


dia, on the other; and that in conſequence of this con- 
federacy Hyder Ally invaded, over- ran, and ruined 
the Carnatic; and that Moodajee Booſla, inſtead of are 
dently catching at the objects preſented to his ambition by th: 
ſaid Haſtings, ſent an army to the frontiers of Bengal 

which army the ſaid Warren Haſtings was at length 


forced to buy off with twenty-fix lacks of rupees, or 
J. 300,000 ſterling (g) after a ſeries of negociations 


with the Maratta Chiefs who commanded that army, 
founded and conducted on principles ſo diſhonourable 
to the Britiſh name and character, that the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons, ( by whom the 
reſt of the proceedings in that buſineſs was reported 
to the Houſe, (i) have, upon due conſideration, thought it 
proper to leave out the letter of inſlruftions to Mr. Anderſon, 
viz. thoſe given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the re- 
2 of the Britiſh Government; and concern- 
ing which the ſaid Committee have reported in the fol- 
lowing terms: () © The ſchemes of policy by which 
„ the Governor General ſeems to have dictated the in- 
& ſtruftions he gave to Mr. Anderſon [the gentleman 
" N will alſo appear in this document, as well 
c“ reſpeCting the particular ſucceſſion to the Rauje, as 
alſo the mode of accommodating the demand of Chou, 
ce the eſtabliſhment of which was apparently the great 
aim of Moodajee's political man&uvres, while the 
Governor General's wiſh to defeat it was avowedly 
* more intent on the removal of a nominal diſgrace, 
than on the anxiety and reſolution to be freed from 
an expenlive, if an unavoidable incumbrance.” 


XIV. 


That while the ſaid Warren Haſtings was endea- 
youring to perſuade che Rajah of Berar to engage with 


(g 6th Report, Page 120. January and Feb. 1781 
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him in a ſcheme to place the ſaid Rajah at the 
head of the Mahratta Empire, the Preſidency of Bom- 
bay, by virtue of the powers ſpecially veſted in them 
for that purpoſe by the ſaid Haſtings, did really engage 
with Ragonaut Row, the other competitor for the tame 
object, and ſent a great part of their military force eſta- 
bliſhed for the defence of Bonibay, on an expidition 
with Ragonaut Row, (J) to invade the dominions of the 
Peſhwa and to take Poona, the capital thereof ; that 
this Army being ſurrounded and overpowered by 
the Mahrattas was obliged ta capitulate; (m) and 
then, through the moderation of the Mahrattas, was 


permitted to return quietly, but very diſgracefully, to 


— 
XV, 


That ſuppoſing the ſaid Warren Haſtings could have 
been juſtified in abandoning the project of reinſtating 
RagonautRow, which he at firſt authorized, and promi- 
{ed to ſupport, and in preferring a ſcheme to place the 
Rajah of Berar at the head of the Mahratta Empire, he 
was bound by his duty, as well as in juſtice to the Pre- 
ſidency of Bombay, to give that Prelidency timely no- 
tice of ſuch his intention, and to have reſtrained them 
poſitively from reſuming their own project: that, on 
the contrary, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 
17th of Auguſt 1778, (1) again authorize the ſaid Pre- 
ſidency © to aſſiſt Ragoba with a military force to con- 
duct him to Poona, and ta eſtabliſh him in the re- 
oe gency there ;” and, ſo far from communi-ating his 
change of plan to Bombay, did keep it concealed from 
that Preſidency; inſomuch that even ſo late as the 19th 
of Febuary 1779, William Hornby, then Governor of 
Bombay, declared in Council his total ignorance of the 
ichemes of the ſaid Haſtings, in the following terms; (o) 
the {chemes of the Governor General and Council, 
with regard to the Rajah of Berar, being yet unknown 


J November 1758, (m) 16 January 1779. App. 130. 
(* Ditto 85, (0) App-· 134. 
cc L 


AQ 


» 8 kg — 85 3 * an 


An rler rt 389 


&©« tows, it is impoſſible for us to found any meaſures 
© on them; yet I cannot help now obſerving, that if, 
© as has been conjectured, the gentlemen of that Pre- 
« ſidency have entertained thoughts of reſtoring in his 
e perſon, the ancient Rajah Government, the attempt 
« ſeems likely to be attended with no ſmall difficul- 


«c ty.“ ' 
XVI. 


That whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings did repeat- 
edly affirm, that it was his intention to ſupport the 
lan formed by the Preſidency of Bombay in favour of 
Ragobs, and did repeatedly authorize and encourage 
them to purſue it, he did, nevertheleſs, at the ſame 
time, in his letters and declarations to the Peſhwa, to the 
Nizam, and to the Rajah of Berar, falily and perfidi- 


ouſly affirm, (p) that it never was nor is deſigned by the En- 


gliſh chiefs to give ſupport to Ragonaut Row; that be, Haſt- 


ings, had no idea of ſupporting Ragonaut Row ; and that 


the detatchment he had ſent to Bombay was ſolely to awe 
the French, without the leaſt defign to aſſiſt Ragonaut Row : 
that, Tuppoſing it to have been the ſole profeſſed inten- 
tion of the ſaid Haſtings, in ſending an army acroſs 
India to protect Bombay againſt a French invaſion, even 
that pretence was falſe, and uſed only to cover the real 
deſign of the ſaid Haſtings ; viz. To engage in pro- 
jets of war and conqueſ} with the Rajah of Berar. 

hat on the 11th of October 1778, he informed the ſaid 
Rajah (q) “ that the detatchment would ſoon arrive 
e 1n his territories, and depend on him Moodajee Boo- 
ce {la, for its ſubſequent operations :” that on the 7th of 
December 1778, (7) the ſaid Haſtings revoked the pow- 
ers he had before given (5) to the Prelidency of Bom- 
bay, over the detatchment, declaring, that the event 
of Colonel Goddard's negociation with the Rajah of Be- 
rar was likely to cauſe a very ſpeedy and eſſential change in 


) Vide Letter from Moodajee Booſla, dated. 5th Dec. 1778. 
Appendix, No. 165. 
(q) No. 145. ) No. 157. On the 15th of Nov. 
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the deſign and operations of the detatchment ; and that, on 
the 4th of March 1779, (7) the ſaid Haſtings, immedi» 
ately after receiving advice of the defeat of the Bombay 
army near Poona, and when Bombay, if at any time, 
particularly required to be protected againſt a French 
invaſion, did declare in Council, that he wiſbed for the 
return of the detatchment to Berar, and dreaded to hear of 
its proceeding to the Malabar Coaſt ; and therefore, if the 
ſaid Haſtings did not think that Bombay was in danger 
of being attacked by the French, he was guilty of repeat- 
ed falſehoods in affirming the contrary, for the purpoſe 
of covering a criminal deſign ; or, if he thought that 
Bombay was immediately threatened with that danger, he 
then was guilty of treachery, in ordering an army, ne- 
ceflary on that ſuppoſition, ro the immediate defence of 
Bombay, to halt in Berar, to depend on the Rajah of Be- 
rar for its ſubſequent operations, or on the event of a 
negociation with that Prince, which, as the ſaid Haſtin 

declared, was likely to cauſe a very ſpeedy and eſſential 
change in the deſign and operations of the detatchment , and 
finally in declaring that he dreaded to hear of the ſaid de- 
zatchment's proceeding to the Malabar coaſt, whither he 
ought to have ordered it to proceed without delay, if, 
as he has folemniy affirmed, it was true that he bad 
been told, by the higheſt authority, that a powerful armament 
bad been prepared in France, the firſt object of which was an 
attack upon Bombay ; and that he knew, with moral cer- 
zainty, that all the porvers of the adjacent continent were 


ready te join the invaſion. 
XVII. 


That through the whole of theſe tranſactions, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of continued 
falſchood, fraud, contradiction, and duplicity, highly 
diſhonourable to the character of the Britiſh nation; 
that in conſequence of the unjuſt and ill- concerted 
{chemes of the ſaid Haſtings, the Britiſh arms, here- 
tofore reſpected in India, have ſuffered repeated diſ- 


(!) No, 182. (+) 12 October 1778, No. 146. 
graces, 
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graces, and great calamities have been thereby brought 
upon India; and that the faid Warren Haſtings, as 
well in exciting and promoting the late unprovoked and 
unjuſtifiable war againſt the Mahrattas, as in the con- 
duct thereof, has been guilty of ſundry high crimes 
and miſdemeanors. 


XVIII. 


That by the definitive treaty of peace concluded 
with the Mahrattas at Poorunder on the 1ſt of March 
1776, (x) the Marattas gave up all right and title to 
the iſland of Salſette, unjuſtly taken from them by 
the Preſidency of Bombay; did alſo give up to the 
Engliſh Company for every all right and title to their 
entire ſhares of the city and Pergunna of Broach ; did 


alſo give for ever to the Engliſh Company a country 


of three lacks of rupees revenue, near to Broach ; and 
did alſo agree to pay to the Company twelve lacks of 
rupees, in part of the expences of the Engliſh army ; 
and that the terms of the ſaid treaty ()) were honourable 
and advantageous to the India Company. 


XIX, 


That Warren Haſtings having broken the ſaid treaty, 
and forced the Marattas into another war, by a re- 
peated invaſion of their country, and having conducted 
that war in the manner herein- before deſcribed, did, 
on the 17th of May 1782, by the agency of Mr. David 
Anderſon, conclude another treaty of perpetual friend- 
ſhip and alliance with the Marattas, by which the ſaid 
Haſtings agreed to deliver up to them all the countries, 

laces, cities, and forts, particularly the ifland of 
Baſſcin (taken from the Peſhwa, during the war) and 
to relinquiſh all claim to the country ot three lacks of 
rupees, ceded to the Company by the treaty of Poor- 
under: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo, at the 
ſame time, by a private and ſeparate agreement, deliver 


(x) Ap. to 5th Rep. Secret Committee, No, 116, 
{y) Reſolution of the Houle of Commons, 28 May 1782. 
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up to Madajee Scindia the whole of the city of 
Broach ; that is, not only the ſhare in the ſaid city 
which the India Company acquired by the treaty of 
Poorunder, but the other ſhare thereof, which the 
India Company poſſeſſed for ſeveral years before that 
treaty ; and that, among the reaſons aſſigned by Mr, 


David Anderſon for totally ſtripping the Preſidency of 
Bombay of all their poſſeſſions on the Malabar Coaſt, 


be has declared that (z) “ from the general tenor of 


« the reſt of the treaty, the ſettlement of Bombay 
© would be in future put on ſuch a footing, that it 
c might well become a queſtion whether the poſſeſſion 
© of an inconſiderable territory, without forts, would 
not be attended with more loſs than advantage, as 
« jt muſt neceſſarily occaſion conſiderable expence, 
© muſt require troops for its defence, and might pro- 
„ hably in the end lead, as Scindia apprehended, to 


c a tenewal of war.“ 
XX, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in this man- 
ner put an end to a war commenced by him without 
provocation, and continued by him without neceſſity, 
and having for that purpoſe made ſo many ſacrifices 
to the Maratras, in points of eſſential intereſt to the 
India Company, did conſent and agree to other articles 
utterly diſhonourable to the Britiſh name and character, 
having ſacrificed or abandoned evety one of the native 
princes, who by his ſolicitations and promiſes had been 
engaged to take part with us in the war; and that he 
did ſo without neceſſity, ſince it appears that Scindia; 
the Maratta Chief who concluded the treaty, in every 
part of his conduct manifeſted a hearty deſire of eſtabliſhing 
a peace with us; and that this was the diſpoſition of al 
the parties in the Maratta confederacy, who were only 
kept together by a general dread of their common 
enemy, the Engliſh, and who only waited for a ceſſa- 
tion of hoſtilities with us to return to their habitual and 


permanent enmity againſt each other, 


(=) 7 May 1780, 
YI XX1. That 
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ARTICLE 383 


XXI. 


That the Governor General and Council, in their 
letter of 31ſt Auguſt 1781, made the following decla- 
ration to the Court of Directors: The Mahrattas have 
* demanded the facrifice of the perſon of Ragonaut 
© Row, the ſurrender of the fort and territories of 
* Ahmedabad, and of the fortreſs of Gualior, which 
are not ours to give, and which we could not wreſt from 
© the proprietors, without the greateſt violation of public 
faith. No ſtate of affairs, in our opinions, could 
* warrant our acquicſcence to ſuch requiſition; and 
ve are morally certain, that had we yielded to them, 
* ſuch a conſciouſneſs of the ſtate of our affairs would 
have been implied, as would have produced an 
effect the very reverſe from that for which it was 
6. intended, by raiſing the preſumption of the enemy 
eto exact yet more ignominious terms, or perhaps their 
** refuſal to accept of any; nor, in our opinion, would 
<< they have failed to excite in others the ſame belief, 
and the conſequent decifion of all parties againſt us, 
c as the natural conſequences of our decline.” That 


the ſaid Haſtings himſelf, in his inſtructions to Mr. 


David Anderſon, after authorizing him to reſtore all 
that we had conquered during the war, expreſsly “ ex- 
e cepted Ahmedabad, and the territory conquered for 


“ Futty Sing Gwicowar.” That nevertheleſs the ſaid 
Haſtings, in the peace concluded by him, has yielded 
to every one of the conditions reprobated in the pre- 
ceding declarations, as ignominious, and incompatible 


with public faith. 
XXII. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did abandon the 
Rana of Gohud, in the manner already charged ; and 
that the ſaid Rana has not only loſt the Fort of Gualior, 
but all his own country, and is himſelf a priſoner, — 


XXIII. That 
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XXIII. 


That the ſaid Haſtings did not interpoſe to obtain 
any terms in favour of the Nabob of Bopaul, who was 
(a) with great reaſon deſirous of concealing from the Mah- 
rattas the attachment he had borne to the Engliſh govern- 
ment ; the ſaid Nabob having a juſt dread of the danger 
of being expoſed to the reſentment of the Mahrattas, 
and no dependence on the faith and protection of the 
Engliſh... 


XXIV. 


That by the gth article of the treaty with Futty Sing, 
it was ſtipulated, that when a negociation for peace 
ſhould take place, his intereſt ſhould be primarily eon- 
fidered ; and that Mr, David Anderſon, the Miniſter 
and repreſentative of the Governor General and Coun- 
eil, did declare to Scindia, that it was indiſpenſably 
incumbent on us to ſupport F Ing rights. That 
nevertheleſs every acquiſition made for or by the ſaid 
Futty Sing, during the war, particularly the fort and 
territories of Abmedabad, were given up by the ſaid 
Haſtings: That Futty Sing was replaced under the 
ſubjection of the Peſhwa (whole reſentment he had 
provoked by taking part with us in the war) and under 
an obligation to pay a tribute, not ſpecified, to the 
Peſhwa, and to perform ſuch ſervices, and to be ſub- 
ject to ſuch obedience, as had long been eftabliſhed and 
cuſtomary ; and that, no limit being fixed to ſuch tri- 
bute or fervices, the ſaid Futty Sing has been left 
wholly at the mercy of the Mahrattas. | 


. 


That with reſpect to Ragoba, the ſaid Haſtings, in. 
his inſtructions to Mr. Anderſon, dated 4th November 
1781, contented himſelf with ſaying, © we cannot 
% totally abandon the intereſts of Ragonaut Row. En- 
deavour to obtain for him an adequate proviſion.” — 


(a) Anderſon's letter of 26th January 1782, 


That 
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ARTICLE . 395 


That Mr. Anderſon declared to Madajee Scindia, (3) 
« that as we had given Ragoba protection as an in- 
« dependent prince, and not brought him into our 
« ſettlement as a priſoner, we could not in honour pre- 
tend to impoſe the ſmalleft reſtraint on his will, and 
« he mult be at liberty to go wherever he pleaſed, 
« that it muſt reſt with Scindia himſelf to prevail on 
© him to reſide in his country; all that we could do 
«© was to agree, after a reaſonable time, to withdraw 
% our protection from him, and not to infiſt on the payment 


© of the ſtipend to him, as Scindia had propoled, unleſs 


„ on the condition of his refiding in ſome part of 
« Scindia's territories,” 


XXVI. 


That, notwithſtanding all the preceding declarations, 
and in violation of the public faith repeatedly pledged 
to Ragoba, he was totally abandoned by the aid 
Haſtings in the treaty, no proviſion whatever being made 
even. for his ſubſiſtence, but on a condition to which 
he could not ſubmit, without the certain loſs of his 
liberty, and probable hazard of his life; namely, that 


= 


be ſhould voluntarily, and of his own accord, repair to 


Scindia, and quietly refide with him. That ſuch treacher- 
ous deſertion of the ſaid Ragoba is not capable of being 
juſtified by any plea of neceſſity ; but that in fact no 
ſuch neceſſity exiſted; ſince it appears that the Nizam, 
who, of all the contracting parties in the confederacy, 
was. perſonally moſt hoſtile ro Ragoba, did himſelf (c) 
propoſe that Ragoba might have an option given him of re- 
fiding within the Company's territories, 


xXxVII. 


That the plan of negociating a peace with the 
Mahrattas, by application to Scindia, and through his 
mediation, was earneſtly recommended to the ſaid 


(b) Anderſon's letter of 24th February 1782, 
(e) Vide Mr. Hollagd's letter of iſt Nov. 1782, to the Go- 
vernor General and Council, 


* Haſtings 
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Haſtings by the Prefidency of Bombay, ſo early as in 
February 1779, who ſtated clearly to him the reaſons 
why ſuch application ought to be made to Scindia, in 

reference to any other of the Mahratta chiefs, and 
why it would probably be ſucceſsful ; the truth and 
juſtice of which reaſons were fully evinced in the iſſue, 
when the ſaid Haſtings, after incurring, by two years 
delay, all the loſſes and diſtreſſes of a calamitous war, 
did actually purſue that very plan with much leſs effect or 
advantage than might have been obtained at the time 
the advice was given. That he neglected the advice of 
the Preſidency of Bombay, and retarded the peace, as 
well as made its conditions worſe, from an obſtinate 
attachment to his project of an alliance offenſive and 
defenſive with the Raja of Berar, the object of which 
was rather a new war, than a termination of the war 
then exiſting againſt the Peſhwa. 


XXVIII. 


That the ſaid Haſtings did farther embarraſs and re- 
tard the concluſion of a peace, by employing different 
Miniſters at the Courts of the ſeveral confederate 
powers, whom he ſeverally empowered to treat and 
negociate a peace. That theſe Miniſters not acting in 
concert, not knowing the extent of each others com- 
miſſions, and having no inſtructions to communicate 
their reſpective proceedings to each other, did in effect 
counteract their ſeveral negociations.— That this want 
of concert and of ſimplicity, and the myſtery and intri- 
cacy in the mode of conducting the negociation on our 
part, was complained of by our Miniſters as embar- 
raffing and diſconcerting to us, (d) while it was advan- 
rageousto the adverſe party, who were thereby furniſhed 
with opportunity and pretence for delay, when it ſuited 
their purpoſe; and enabled to play off one ſet of ne- 
gociators againſt another: That it alſo created jea- 


louſy and diſtruſt in the various contending parties, 


with whom we were treating at the ſame time, and to 


(4) Vide Captain Watherſtone's letter of 2oth January 1782. 


Mr, Anderion's letter of 13th February 1782, 
| whom 


ARTICLE XX. 397 


whom we were obliged to make contradictory profeſ- 
fions, while it betrayed and expoſed to them all our 
own eagerneſs and impatience for peace; raiſing thereby 
the general claims and pretenſions of the enemy. 


XXIX. 


That while Dalhouſie Watherſton, Eſquire, was 
treating at Poonah, and David Anderſon, Eſquire, in 
Scindia's camp, with ſeparate powers applied to the 
ſame object, the miniſter at Poonah informed the ſaid 
Watherſton, that he had received propoſals for peace 
from the Nabob of Arcot, with the approbation of 
Sir Eyre Coote ; that he returned other propoſals to 
the ſaid Nabob of Arcot, who had aſſured him (the 
miniſter) that thoſe propoſals would be acceded to, and 
that Mr. Macpherſon would ſet out for Bengal, after which 
orders ſhould be immediately diſpatched from the Honourable 
the Governor General and Council to the effect he wiſhed, 
That the ſaid Nabob © had promiſed to obtain and for- 
« ward to him the expected orders from Bengal in fifteen 
& days, and that he was therefore every inſtant in ex- 
46 mary of their arrival; and obſerved that, when 
General Goddard propoſed to ſend a confidential 
* perſon to Poonah, he conceived that thoſe orders 
c muſt have actually reached him:“ That therefore 
the treaty, formally concluded by David Anderſon, was 
in effect and ſubſtance the ſame with that offered, and 
in reality concluded by the Nabob of Arcot, with the 
exception only of Salſette, which the Nabob of Arcot 


had agreed to reſtore to the Marattas. 
XXX. 


That the intention of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
preſling for a peace with the Marattas, on terms io dif- ' 
honourable, and by meaſures ſo raſh and ill-concerted, 
was not to reſtore and eſtabliſh a general peace through- 
out India, but to engage the India Company in a new * 
war againſt Hyder Ally, and to make the Marattas 


parties therein, That the eagerneſs and paſſion with 
Fff 2 which 
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which the ſaid Haſtings purſued this object, laid him 
open to the Marattas, who depended thereon for ob- 
taining whatever they ſhould demand from us.— That 
in order to carry the point of an offenſive alliance a- 
gainſt Hyder Ally, the ſaid Haſtings expoſed the nego- 
ciation for peace with the Marattas to many difficulties 
and delays. That the Marattas were bound by a clear 
and recent engagement, which Hyder had never vio- 
lated in any article, to make no peace with us which 
ſhould not include him; that they pleaded the ſacred 
nature of this obligation in anſwer to all our requiſi- 
tions on this head, while the ſaid Haſtings, ſtill impor- 
tunate for his favourite point, ſuggeſted to them vari- 
ous means of reconciling a ſubſtantial breach of their 
engagement with a formal obſervance of it, and taught 
them how they might at once be parties in a peace with 
Hyder Ally, and in an offenſive alliance for immediate 
hoſtility againſt him. That theſe leſſons of public du- 
plicity and artifice, and theſe devices of eſtenſible faith 
and real treachery, could have no effect but to de- 
grade the national character, and to inſpire the Marat · 
tas themſelves, with whom we were in treaty, with a 
d ſtruſt in our ſincerity and good faith. 


XXXI. 


That the object of this fraudulent policy, (viz. the 
utter deſt ruction of Hyder Ally, and a partition of his 
dominions) was neither wiſe in itſelf, or authorized by 
the orders and inſtructions of the Company to their 
ſervants; that it was incompatible with the treaty of 
peace, in which Hyder Ally was included, and con- 
trary to the repeated and beſt underſtood injunctions 
of the Company; being in the firſt place a bargain for 
a new war, and in the next, a ming at an extenſion of 
our territory by conqueſt. That the beſt and ſoundeſt 
political opinions, on the relations of theſe ſtates, have 
always repreſented our great ſecurity againſt the power 
of the Marattas to depend on its being balanced by 
that of Hyder Ally; and the Myſore country is fo 
placed as a barrier between the Carnatic and the Ma- 

| rattas, 


ARTIST 399 


rattas, as to make it our intereſt rather to ſtrengthen 
and repair that barrier, than to level and deſtroy it. 
That the ſaid treaty of partition does expreſs itſelf to 
be eventual with regard to the making and keeping of 
peace ; but through the whole courſe of the ſaid Haſ- 
tings's proceeding, he did endeavour to prevent any 


peace with the Sultan or Nabob of Myſore, Tippu 


Saheb, and did for a long time endeavour to fruſtrate 
all the methods which could have rendered the 
ſaid treaty of conqueſt and partition wholly unne- 
ceſſary. | 


XXXII. 


That the Marattas having taken no effectual ſtep to 
oblige Hyder Ally to make good the conditions for 
which they had engaged in his behalf, and the war 
continuing to be carried on in the Carnatic by Tip 
Sultan, ſon and ſucceſſor to Hyder Ally, the Preſi- 


dency of Fort St. George undertook, upon their own. 
authority, to open a negociation with the ſaid Tippoo; 


(e) which meaſure, though indiſpenſably neceſſary, the 
ſaid Haſtings utterly diſapproved and diſcountenanced, 
expreſsly denying that there was any ground or motive 


for entering into any direct or ſeparate treaty with 


Tippoo; and not conſenting to or authorizing any ne- 
gociation for ſuch treaty, until after a ceſſation of hoſ- 
tilities had been brought about with him by the Preſi- 
dency of Fort St. George, in Auguſt 1773, and rhe 
miniſters of Tippoo had been received and treated 
with by that Preſidency, and commiſſioners, in return, 
actually ſent by the ſaid Preſidency to the Court of Poo- 
nah; which late and reluctant conſent and authority 
were extorted from him, the ſa d Haſtings, in conſe- 


qnence of the acknowledgment of his agent at the 


Court of Madajee Scindia (upon whom the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings had depended for enforcing the clauſes of 
the Maratta treaty) of the precariouſneſs of ſuch de- 
pendence, and of the neceſſity of that direct and ſe- 


ſe Letter to Fort St. George, 24th March 1783. 


parate 
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parate treaty with Tippoo, ſo long and ſo lately repro- 
bated by the Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding the 
information and intreaties of the Prefidency of Fort 
St. George, as well as the known diſtreſſes and critical 


fituation of the Company's affairs, 


XXXIII. 


That, though the ſaid Warren Haſtings did at 
length give inſtructions for negociating and making 
peace with Tippoo ; expreſsly adding, that thoſe in- 
ſtructions extended to all the points which ocurred to 
bim or them as capable of being agitated or gained 
upon the e the ſaig inſtructions were 
ſent after the ſaid commiſhoners by the Preſidency of 
Fort St. George, with direction to obey them tho 
not only the ſaid inſtructions were obeyed, but ad- 
vantages gained which did not occur to the ſaid 
Warren Hatings ;—though the ſaid peace formed a 
contraſt with the Maratta peace, in neither ceding . 
any territory poſſeſſed by the Company before the war, 
or delivering up any dependant or ally to the vengeance 
of his adverſaries, but providing for the reſtoration of 
all the countries that had been taken from the Com- 
pany and their allies ;—though the Supreme Council 
of Calcutta, forming the legal Government of Bengal 
in the abſence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ratified 
the ſaid treaty : Yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, then 
abſent from the ſeat of government, and out of the pro- 
vince of Bengal, and forming no legal or integral part 
of the government during ſuch abſence, did, after ſuch 
ratification, uſurp the power of acting as a part of 
ſuch government (as if actually fitting in council 
with the other members of the ſame) in the confidera- 
tion and unqualified cenſure of the terms of the ſaid 


peace, 


XXXIV. 


That the Nabob of Arcot, with whom the ſaid 


Haſtings did kcep up an unwarrantable, clandeſtine 
| correſ- 
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correſpondence, without any communication with the 
Prefidency of Madras, wrote a letter of complaint, 
dated the 27th of March 1784, againſt the Preſidency 
of that place, without any communication thereof to 
the ſaid Preſidency, the ſaid complaint being addreſſed 
to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the ſubſtance of which 
complaint was, that he (the Nabob) had not been 
made a party to the late treaty : And although his 
intereſt had been ſufficiently provided for in the ſaid 
treaty, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſign a declaration 
on the 23d of May, at Lucknow, forming the baſis of 
a new article, and making a new party to the treaty, 
after it had been, by all parties (the Supreme Council 
of Calcutta included) completed and ratified, and did 
tranſmit the ſaid new ſtipulation to the Preſidency at 
Calcutta, ſolely for the purpoſes, and at the inſtigation 
of the Nabob of Arcot; and the ſaid declaration 
was made without any previous communication with 
the Preſidency aforeſaid, and in conſequence thereof 
orders were ſent by the Council at Calcutta to the Pre. 
ſidendy of Fort St. George, under the ſevereſt threats in 
caſe of diſobedience ; which orders, whatever were their 
purport, would, as an undue aſſumption of, and par- 
ticipation in, the government from which he was ab- 
ſent, become a high miſdemeanor ; but, being to the 
purport of opening the ſaid treaty, after its ſolemn ra- 
tification, and propoſing a new clauſe and a new party 
to the ſame, was alſo an aggravation of ſuch miſde- 
meanor, as it tended to convey to the Indian powers 
an idea of the unſteadineſs of the councils and deter- 
minations of the Britiſh Government, and to take away 
all reliance on its engagements, and as, above all, it 
expoſed the affairs of the nation and the Company to 
the hazard of ſeeing renewed all the calamities of war, 
from whence, by the concluſion of the treaty, they had 
emerged, and upon a pretence ſo weak as that of pro- 
- poſing the Nabob of Arcot to be a party to the ſame 
though he had not been made a party by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings in the Maratta treaty, which profeſ- . 
ſed to be for the relief of the Cranatic though he 
was not a party to the former treaty with Hyder, allo 
relative 
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relative to the Carnatic though it was not certain 


whether, if the treaty were once opened, and that even 
Tippoo ſhould then conſent to that Nabob's being a 
party, whether he, (the ſaid Nabob) would agree to 
the clauſes of the ſame, and conſequently whether the 
ſaid treaty, once opened, could afterwards be. conclud- 
ed—an uncertainty, of which he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
ſhould have learned to be aware, having already once 
been diſappointed by the ſaid Nabob's _—_— to ac- 
cede to a treaty which he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
made for him with the Dutch about a year before. 
XXXV. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having broken a ſo- 
lemn and honourable treaty of peace, by an unjuſt and 
unprovoked war; having neglected to conclude that 
war, when he might have done it without loſs of ho- 
nour to the nation; having plotted and contrived, as 
far as depended on him, to engage the India Company 
in another war, as ſoon as the former ſhould be con- 
cluded; and having at laſt put an end to a moſt unjuſt 
war againſt the Marattas by a moſt ignominious peace 
with them, in which he ſacrificed objects eſſential to 
the intereſts, and ſubmitted to conditions utterly in- 
compatible with the honour of this nation, and with 
his own declared ſenſe of the diſhonourable nature of 
thoſe conditions; and having endeavoured to open a- 
new the treaty concluded with Tippoo Sultan, through 
the means of the Preſidency of Fort St. George, upon 
principles of juſtice and honour, and which eſtabliſhed 
peace in India; and thereby expoſing the Britiſh poſ- 
ſeſſions there to the renewal of the dangers and cala- 
mities of war—has, by theſe ſeveral acts, been guilty 
of ſundry high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


No, X XI. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


| I, 


HAT by an Act of the 13th Year of His pre- 

ſent Majeſty, intituled, * An Act foreſtabliſhing 
* certain regulations for the better managemeat of 
the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in 
e India as in Europe.“ * „ The Governor General 
* and Council are required and directed to pay due 
© obedience to all ſuch orders as they ſhall receive 
from the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 
« Company, and to correſpond from time to time, 
* and conſtantly and diligently tranſmit to the ſaid 
* Court, an exact particular of all advices or intelli- 
cc gence, and of all tranſactions and matters whatſo- 
« ever that ſhall come to their knowledge, relating to 
c the government, commerce, revenues, or intereſt 
& of the ſaid United Company.” 


II. 


That in conſequence of the above-recited Act, the 
Court of Directors, in their general inſtructions of 
the 29th March 1774, to the Governor General and 
Council, did direct, T' That the correſpondence with 
< the princes or country powers in India, ſhould be 
* carried on through the . General only; but 
« that all letters to be lent by him ſhould be firſt 
« approved in Council, and that he ſhould lay before 
* the Council, at their next meeting, all letters re- 


Cap. 63. Sec. . A p. 9. Rep. No, 1. Par. 2. 
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« ceived by him in the courſe of ſuch correſpondence, 
& for their information.“ 


And the Governor General and Council were therein 
further ordered, * That, in tranſacting the buſineſs 
c of their department, they ſhould enter, with the ut- 
* moſt perſpicuity and exactneſs, all their proceedings 
*« whatſoever ; and all diſſents, if ſuch ſnould at any 
4 time be made by any Member of their Board, to- 
ce gether with all letters ſent or received in the courſe 
« of their correſpondence ; and that broken ſets of 
cc ſuch proceedings, to the lateſt period poſſible, be 
cc tranſmitted to them (the Court of Directors) a come 
e pleat ſet at the end of every year, and a duplicate 
& by the next conveyance,” | 


III. 


That in defiance of the ſaid orders, and in breach 
of the aboye-recited Act of Parliament, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings has, in ſundry inſtances, concealed from 
his Council the correſpondence carried on between 
him and the princes or country powers in India, and 
neglected to communicate the advices and intelligence 
he from time to time received from the Britiſh reſi- 
dents at the different Courts in India to the other 
Members of the government; and without their 
knowledge, counſel, or participation, has diſpatched 
orders on matters of the utmoſt conſequence to the 
intereſts of the Company. | 


IV. 


That moreover, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the 
purpoſe of, covering his own improper and dangerous 
practices from his employers, has withheld from the 
Court of Directors, upon ſundry occaſions, copies of 
the proceedings had, and the correſpondence carried 


on by him in his official capacity, as Governor Gene- 


* Par, 37. 
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ra}, whereby the Court of Directors have been kept 
in ignorance of matters which it highly imported 
them to know, and the affairs of the Company have 
been expoſed to much inconvenience and injury. 


V. 


That in all ſuch concealments and acts done or 
ordered without the conſent and authority of the Su- 
preme Council, the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been 
guilty of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors. : 
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Rights of Fyzoola Khan, &c. before the 
Treaty of Lall-Dang. 


. 


1 A the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, who now holds of 


the Vizier the territory of Rampore, Shawabad, and 

certain other diſtricts dependent thereon ; in the coun- 

try of the Rohillas, is the ſecond ſon of a prince, re- 

nowned in the hiſtory of Hindoſtan under the name of 

Ali Pr Khan, ſome time ſovereign of all that 

by of Rohilcund, which is particularly Dh Ha 
y the appellation of the Kutteehr. 


II. 


That after the death of Ali Mohammed aforefaid, 
as Fyzoola Khan, together with his elder brother, was 
then a priſoner of war, at a place called Herat, * the 
1% Rohilla chiefs took poſſeſſion of the ancient eftates *” 
of the captive princes z and the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
was, from neceſſity, compelled to wave his hereditary 
rights for the inconſiderable diſtricts of Rampore and 


Shawabad, then eſtimated to produce from fix to eight 


lacks of annual revenue. 
III. 
That in 1774, on the invaſion. of Rohilcund by the 
armies of the Vizier Sujah ut Dowlah and the Com- 


Appendix to the th nan of the Secret Committee, No. 29, 
28, 44 45. Treaty of L 2 
Fyzoola Khas letter, 51 * ſee No. 45. 


pany, 
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pany, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, „with ſome of his 
« people, was preſent at the deciſtve battle of St. 
George, where Hafiz Rhanet, the great leader of 
the Rohillas, and many others of their principal chiefs, 
were ſlain; but, eſcaping from the ſlaughter, Fyzoola 
Khan © made his retreat good towards the mountains, 
« with all his treaſure.“ He there collected the ſcat- 
tered remains of his countrymen ; and as he was the 
eldeſt ſurviving ſon of Ali Mohammed Khan, as, too, 
the moſt powerful obſtacle to his pretenfions was now 
removed, by the death of Hafiz, he ſeems at length to 
have been generally acknowledged, by his natural ſub- 
jects, the undoubted heir of his father's authority. 


IV. N 
That, * regarding the ſacred ſincerity and friendſhip 


of the Engliſh, whoſe goodneſs and celebrity is every 


* where known, who diſpoſſe/s no one,” the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khan made early overtures for peace to Colonel 
Alexander Champion, Commander in Chief of the 
Company's forces in Bengal ; that he did propoſe to 
the ſaid Colonel Alexander Champion, in three let- 
ters *, received on the 14th, 24th, and 27th of May, 
to put himſelf under the protection either of the Com- 
pany or of the Vizier, through the mediation, and with 
the guarantee of the Company; and that he did offer 
« whatever was conferred upon him, to pay as much, 
«« without damage or deficiencv, as any other perſon 
« would agree to do;” ſtating at the ſame time his 
condition and pretenſions hereinbefore recited, as facts 
& evident as the ſun;” and appealing, in a forcible 
and awful manner, to the generoſity and magnanimity 
of this nation, “by whole means he hoped in God 
te that he ſhould receive juſtice ;” and as the perſon 
«© who defigned the war was no more; as © in that he 
was himſelf guiltleſs;” and as he had never act- 
* ed in ſuch a manner, as for the Vizier to have taken 


3 Colonel Champion's letter, 16th May 1474. 
See Colonel Champion's Vindication, No. 45. | : 
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«& hatred to his heart againſt him; that he might be 
« re- inſtated in his ancient poſſeſſions, the country of 
<« his father.” | * 


That on the laſt of the three dates above mention - 
ed, that is to ſay, on the 27th of May, the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan did alſo ſend to the Commander in Chief 
a vakeel or ambaſſador, who was authorized on the 
part of him (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, his maſter), 
to make a ſpecific offer of three propofitions ; and that 
by one of the ſaid propofitions © an annual increaſe 
© of near 400,0001. would have accrued to the reve- 
* nues of our ally, and the immediate acquiſttion of 
* above zoo, oool. to the Company, for their influence 
ec in effecting an accommodation perfectly conſiſtent 
e with their * to the Vizier *,” and ſtrictly 
conſonant to the demands of juſtice. 


VL. 


That ſo great was the confidence of the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khan in the juſt, humane, and liberal feelings of 
Engliſhmen, as to“ lull him into an ina@tivity ” of 
the. moſt eſſential detriment to his intereſts; ſince, “ in 
* the hopes which he entertained, from the interpoſi- 
ce tion of our government,” he declined the invitation 
of the Mogul to join the arms of his majeſty and the 
Marattas, “ refuſed any connection with the Seiks *,”* 
and did even neglect to take the obvious precaution of 
croſſing the Ganges, as he had originally intended, 
while the river was yet fordable; a movement that 
would have enabled him certainly to baffle all purſuir, 
and probably © to keep the Vizier in a ſtate of dil- 
« quietude for the remainder of his life *.” 


VIL 


That the Commander in Chief, Colonel Alexander 
Champion. aforeſaid, © thought nothing could be moxre - 


See Colonel Champior's Vindication, No. 45. 


ce honour- 
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4 honourable to this nation than the ſupport of fo ex? 
c alted a character; and whilft it could be done on 
« terms ſo advantageous, ſuppoſed it very unlikely 
« that the vakeel's propofition ſhould be received 
ce with indifference * :” that he did accordingly refer 
it to the adminiſtration, through Warren Haſtings, 
Eſq. then Governor of Fort Willtam, and Prefident 
of Bengal; and he did at the ſame time encloſe to the 
faid Warren Haſtings, a letter from the Nabob Fyzoo- 
la Khan to the ſaid Haſtings ; which letter does not 
appear, but muſt be ſuppoſed to have been of the ſame 
tenor with thoſe before cited to the Commander in 
Chief ; of which alſo copies were ſent to the ſaid Haſ- 
tings by the Commander in Chief; and he (the Com- 
mander in Chief aforeſaid) after urging to the ſaid 
Haſtings ſundry good and cogent arguments of policy 
and prudence, in favour of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
did conclude by wiſhing for nothing ſo much, as for 
ce the adoption of ſome meaſure that might ſtrike all 
ce the powers of the Eaſt with admiration of our juſ- 
« tice, in contraſt to the conduct of the Vizier 7.” 


VIII. 


That in anſwer to ſuch laudable wiſh of the ſaid 


Commander in Chief, the Preſident (Warren Tp) 
preferring his own prohibited plans of extended do- 
minion to the mild, equitable and wiſe policy incul- 


cated in the ſtanding orders of his ſuperiors, and now 


enforced by the recommendation of the Commander in 
Chief, did inſtruct and © defire” him *, the ſaid Com- 
mander in Chief, “ inſtead of ſoliciting the Vizier to 
« relinquiſh his conqueſt to Fyzoola Khan, to diſcou- 
ic rage it as much as was in his power *;” although 
the Pig Haſtings did not once expreſs, or even inti- 


mate, any doubt whatever of the Nabob Fyzoola 


s See Colonel Champion's Vindication, No. 45. 
7 Colonel Champion's letter, 28th May, See Appendix ditto, 


No. 27. 
Letter to Colonel Champion, 1th June, See ibid. 
9 Ibid. | 
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Khan's innooence as to the origin of the war, or of his 
hereditary right to the territories which he claimed; 
but to the ſaid pleas of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, as 
well as to the arguments both of policy and juſtice, 
advanced by the Commander in Chief, he, the ſaid 
Haſtings, did ſolely oppoſe certain ſpeculative objects 
of imagined expediency ; ſumming up his decided re- 
jection of the propoſals made by the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan in the following remarkable words: 


« With reſpect to Fyzoola Khan, he appears not to 
« merit our conſideration. The petty ſovereign of a coun- 
tc try, eftimated at fix or eight lacks, ought not for a mo- 
« ment to prove an impediment to any of our meaſures, or 
* to affect the conſiſtency of our conduct 


IX. 


That, in the aforeſaid violent and arbitrary poſition, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did avow it to be a public 
principle of his government, that no right, however 
manifeſt, and no innocence, however unimpeached, 
could entitle the weak to our proteCtion againſt others, 
or ſave them from our own dire endeavours for their 
oppreſſion, and even extirpation, ſhould they interfere 
with our notions of political expediency : and that 
ſuch a principle 1s highly derogatory to the juſtice and 
honour of the Engliſh name, and fundamentally in- 
jurious to our intereſts, inaſmuch as it hath an imme- 
diate tendency to excite diſtruſt, jealouſy, fear and ha- 
tred againſt us among all the ſubordinate potentates of 
Hinſtoſtan, 


X. 


That in proſecution of the ſaid deſpotic principles 
the Preſident (Warren Haſtings aforeſaid) did perſiſt 


to obſtruct, as far as in him lay, every advance towards 
an accommodation between the Vizier Sujah-ul Dow- 


79 Letter to Colonel Champion, 19th June. See Appendix, 
No, 27. ; | | 
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lah, and the Nobob Fyzoola Khan; and particularly on. 
the 16th of September, only eight days after the ſaid 
Haſtings, in conjunction with to other members of 
the Sele& Committee of Bengal, had publicly teſtified 
his /atisfaFion in the proſpect of an accommodation, and 
had hoped that © his Excellency (the Vizier) would be 
ce diſpoſed to conciliate the affections (of the Rohillas) 
< to his government, by acceding 40 lenient term; 
he, the ſaid Haſtings, did nevertheleſs write, and, 
without the conſent or knowledge of his colleagues, 
did privately diſpatch a certain anſwer to a letter of the 
Commander in Chief: in which anſwer the ſaid Haſ- 
tings did expreſs other contradictory hopes, namely, that 
the Commander in Chief had reſolved on proſecuting the 
zwar to a final iſſue, ** becauſe (as the ſaid Haſtings ex- 
« plains himſelf) it appears very plainly that Fyzoola 
46 Khan, and his adherents, lay at your mercy ; becauſe 
« I apprehended much inconveniency from delays ; 
© and becauſe I am morally certain that no good will be 
« gained by negociating ** ” ;—thereby artfully ſuggeſ- 
ting his wiſhes of what might be in his hopes of what 
had been reſolved ; and plainly, though indirectly, in- 
ſtigating the Commander in Chief to much effuſion of 
blood in an immediate attack on the Rohillas, poſted 
as they were, © in a very ſtrong ſituation,” and © com- 
« bating for all **.” | Ne: 


XI. 


That the ſaid Haſtings, in the anſwer aforeſaid, did 
farther endeavour to inflame the Commander in Chief 
againſt the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, by repreſenting the 
ſaid Nabob as © highly preſuming, inſolent, and eva- 
« five;”. and knowing the diſtruſt which the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan entertained of the Vizier, the ſaid Haſ- 
tings did © expreſſly deſire it ſhould be left wholly to 
se the Vizier to treat with the enemy by bis own agents, 


7? Letter to Colonel Champion, 8th Sept. Sce App. No. 27. 
12 Ibid. 16th Sept. See ibid. 
#32 Letter from Colonel Champion, 26th Aug. Sep ibid. 5 
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cc and in bis own manner; though he, the ſaid Haſ- 
tings, „by no means wiſhed the Vizier to loſe time by 
40 Keking an accommodation, ſince it would be more 
« effectual, more deciſive, and more conſſtent with his 
c dignity, indeed, with bis bonour, which he has already 
« pledged, to abide by his firſt offers to diftate the con- 
« ditions of peace, and to admit only an acceptance 
« without reſervation, or a clear refuſal from his ad- 
« vyerſary ;” thereby affecting to hold up, in oppoſi- 
tion to, and in exclufion of, the ſubſtantial claims of 
Juſtice, certain ideal obligations of dignity and honour, 
that is to ſay, the gratification of pride, and the ob- 
ſervance of an arrogant determination once declared. 


XII. 


That although the ſaid anſwer did not reach the 
Commander in Chief until peace was actually con- 
cluded ; and although the dangerous conſequences to 
be apprehended from the ſaid anſwer were thereby pre- 
vented, yet by the ſentiments contained in the ſaid 
anſwer, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, did ftrongly evince 
his ultimate adherence to all the former violent and un- 
juſt principles of his conduct towards the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khan; which principles were diſgraceful to the 
character, and injurious to the intereſts of this nation: 
and that the ſaid Warren — did thereby, in a 
particular manner, exclude himſelf from any ſhare of 
credit for the honourable period put to the Rohilla 
% war, which has in ſome degree done away the re- 
« proach ſo wantonly brought on the Englith name 


14 Letter to Colonel Champion, 16th Sept. See App. No. 27. 
Colonel Champion's Vindication. See App. to ditto. No. 48. 
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Rights of Fyzoola Khan, under the 
Treaty of Lall-Dang. 


I. 


'Th AT, notwithſtanding the culpable and criminal 
reluctance of the Prefident Haſtings, hereinbefore 
recited, a treaty of peace and friendſhip between the 
Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah and the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
was finally figned and ſealed, on the 7th of October 
1774, at a place called Lall-Dang **, in the preſence, 
and with the atteſtation, of the Britiſn Commander in 
Chief, Colonel Alexander Champion aforeſaid ; and 
that for the ſaid treaty the Nabob Fyzoola Khan agreed 
ro pay, and did actually pay, the valuable conſidera- 
tion of half his treaſure, to the amount of fifteen lacks 
of rupees or 1 5, oool. ſterling, and upwards. 


II. 


That bv the ſaid treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 


was eſtabliſhed in the quiet poſſeſſion of Rampore, 
Shawabad, and ** ſome other diſtricts dependent 
thereon,” ſubject to certain conditions, of which the 


more important were as follow ; 


„ That Fyzoola Khan ſhould retain in his ſervice, 
five thouſand troops, and not a ſingle man more. 


ce That with whomſoever the Vizier ſhould make 
« war, Fyzoola Khan ſhould ſend two or three thouſand 
e men according 10 bis ability, to join the forces of the 
« Vizier: 


10 Colonel Champion's letter, 6th October. See Appendix to 
ditto, No 44. 
Colonel Champion's Vindication, See Appendix to ditto, 


Ne 45. 
« And 
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cc And that, if the Vizier ſhould march in perſon, 
« Fyzoola Khan ſhould himſelf accompany him with 


c his troops 
III. 


That from the terms of the treaty above recited, it 
doth plainly, poſitively, and indiſputably appear, that 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in caſe of war, was not 
bound to furniſh more than three thouſand men un- 


der any conſtruction, unleſs the Vizier thould march 


in perlon, 
| IV. 


That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was not poſitively 
bound to furniſh ſo many as three thouſand men, but 
an indefinite numher, not more than three, and not 
leſs than two thouſand; that, of the preciſe number 
within ſuch limitations, the ability of Fyzoola Khan, 
and not the diſcretion of the Vizier, was to. be the 
ſtandard ; and that ſuch ability could only mean, that 
which was equitably conſiſtent not only with the ex- 
ternal defence of his jaghire, but with the internal 
good management thereof both as to its police and 
reyenue. 


V. 


That even in caſe the Vizier ſhould march in per- 
ſon, it might be reaſonably doubted, whether the pet- 
ſonal ſervice of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan “ with his 
troops,“ muſt be underſtood to be, with all his 
troops, or only with the number before ſtipulated, not 
more than three, and not leſs than two thouſand men; 
and that the latter is the interpretation finally adopted by 
Warren Haſtings aforeſaid and the Council of Bengal, 
who in a letter to the Court of Directors, dated April 
5th, 1783, repreſent the clauſes of the treaty relative 
to the ſtipulated aid as meaning fimply, that Fyzoola 
Khan “ ſhould ſend two or three thouſand men to join 


8 ts ; | 2 | « the 
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« the Vizier's' faress, or attend in perſon, in caſe it 
ce ſhould be requiſite.” 


VI. 


That from the aforeſaid terms of the treaty, it doth 
not ſpecifically appear of what the ſtipulated aid ſhould 
conſiſt, whether of horſe or foot, or in what propor- 
tion of both; but that it is the recorded opinion, ma- 
turely formed by the ſaid Haſtings and his Coun- 
cil, in January 1783, that even * a fingle horſeman 
“ included in the aid which Fyzoola Khan might 
« furniſh, would prove a literal compliance with the 
ſtipulation,” 


VII. 


That, in the event of any doubt fairly ariſing from 
the terms of the treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan; in 
confideration of his hereditary right to the whole coun- 
try, and the price by him actually paid for the ſaid 
treaty, was in equity entitled to the moſt favourable 
conſtruction. 


VIII. 


That, from the atteſtation of Colonel Champion 
aforeſaid, the Government of Calcutta acquired the 
ſame right to interpoſe with the Vizier for the pro- 
tection of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, as they the ſaid 
Government had before claimed from a fimilar atteſta- 
tion of Sir Robert Barker, to aſſiſt the Vizier, in ex- 
tirpating the whole nation of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan; 
more eſpecially, as in the caſe of Sir Robert Barker, 
it was contrary to the remonſtrances of the then Ad- 
miniſtration, and the fartheſt from the intentions of 
the ſaid Barker himſelf, that his atteſtation ſhould in- 
volve the Company; but the atteſtation of Colonel 
Champion was authorized by all the powers of the Go- 
vernment, as a ſanctionꝰ intended to add validity” 
to the treaty — That they the ſaid government, and in 
particular the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as the firſt exe- 
cutive member of the ſame, were bound by the * 
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of natural juſtice duly to exerciſe the aforeſaid right, 
if need were; and that their duty ſo to interfere was 
more particularly enforced by the ſpirit of the cenſures 
aſt both by the Directors and Proprietors in the Ro- 
killa war, and the fatisfaftion expreſſed by the Di- 
rectors, © in the honourable end put to that war.” 


Guarantee of the Treaty of Lall-Dang. 


I. 
TH Ar during the life of the Vizier Sujah ul 


Dowlah, and for ſome time after his death, under his 
ſon and ſucceſſor Aſoph ul Dowlah, the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khan did remain without diſturbance or moleſ- 
tation — That he did all the while imagine his 
treatyto be under the ſanction of the Company, from 
Colonel Cham pion's affixing his ſignature thereto as a 
witneſs; „which fignature, IN 

« ſuppoſed*?,” rendered the Company the arbitrators 
between the Vizier and himſelf, in caſe of diſputes : 
And that, being © a man of ſenſe but extreme pufilla- 


nimity, a good farmer, fond of wealth, not poſſeſſed of 


the paſſion f ambition, he did peaceably apply himſelf 
to © improve the ſtate of his country; and did by bis 
« own prudence and attention, increaſe the revenues 
« thereof beyond the amount ſpecified in Sujah ul 
« Dowlah's grant.” 


Eigth Report of the Select Committee, and Appendix I, 2, 3. 

Letter of Mr. Barwell, 16th of March, 
Letter from Middleton, 3d April 1778, No. 2. 
| II. That 


e (Fyzoola Khan). 
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That in the year 1777, and in the beginning of the 
year-1778, being alarmed at the young Vizier's re- 
* ſumption of a number of jaghires, granted by his 
« father to different perſons, and the injuſtice. and. 
* oppreſſion of his conduct in genera);” and having 
now learned (from whom does not appear, but pro- 
bably from ſome perſon ſuppoſed of competent autho- 
rity) that Colonel Champion formerly witneſſed the 
treaty as a private perſon; the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
did make frequent and urgent ſolicitations to Natha- 
nie} Middleton, Eſquire, then Refident at Oude, and 
to Warren Haſtings aforeſaid, then Governor Gene- 
ral of Bengal, © for a renovation of his, (the Nabob 
« Fyzoola Khan's) treaty with the late Vizier, and 
« the guarantee of the Company,” or for a © ſe- 
& parate agreement with the Company for his de- 
* fence;“ conſidering them (the Company) as © the 
« only power in which he had confidence, and to 
«*. which he could look up for protection,“ | 


III. 


That the ſaid Reſident Middleton, and the ſaid Go- 
vernor General Haſtings, did not, as they were in 
duty bound to do, endeavour to allay the apprehen- 
fions of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, by affuring him of 
his ſafety under the ſanction of Colonel Champion's at- 
teſtation aforeſaid ; but by their criminal neglect, if 
not by poſitive expreſſions (as there is juſt ground, 
from their ſubſequent language and conduct, to believe) 
they, the ſaid Middleton and the faid Haſtings, did at 
leaſt keep alive and confirm (whoever may have ori- 
gmally ſuggeſted) the ſaid apprehenſion; and that ſuch 
neglect alone was the more highly culpable in the 
ſaid Haſtings, inaſmuch as he, the ſaid Haſtings, in 
conjunction with other members of the Select Com- 
mittee of the then Preſidency of Bengal, did on the 
17th of September, 1784, write to Colonel Champion 
aforeſaid, publicly autkorifing him the ſaid Colonel 
Cham- 
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Champion, to join his /an#ion to the accommoda- 
tions · agreed on (between the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, 

and the Nabob Fyzoola Khan) 2 add to their vali- 
diy“; and, on the 6th of October following, did 
again write to the ſaid Colonel Champion more expli- 
citly, to join his ſanction, “ either by atteſting the 
« treaty, or acting as guarantee on the part of the Com- 
« pany, for the performance of it,” both which let- 
ters, though they did not arrive until after the actual 
ſignature of the ſaid Colonel Champion, do yet in- 
controvertibly mark the ſolemn intention of the ſaid 
Committee (of which the ſaid Haſtings was Prefident) 
that the ſanction of Colonel Champion's atteſtation 
ſhould be regarded as a public, not a private ſanction, 
and it was more peculiarly incumbent on ſuch per- 
ſons who had been members of the ſaid Committee, fo 
to regard the ſame. 


wv; 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was farther guilty 


of much criminal concealment for the ſpace of © twelve 
« months**,” inaſmuch as he did not lay before the 
Board the frequent and urgent ſolicitations which he, 
the ſaid Haſtings, was continually receiving from the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan, until the gth of March 1778 **; 
on which day the ſaid Haſtings did communicate to 
the Council a public letter of the aforeſaid Middleton, 
Reſident at Oude, acquainting the Board, that he 
(the ſaid Middleton) taking occaſion from a late ap- 
plication of Fyzoola Khan, for the Company's gua- 
rantee, had deputed Mr. Daniel Octavus Barwell**, 
(aſſiſtant Reſident at Benares, but then on a viſit to 
the Refident Middleton at Lucknow) to proceed with 
2 ſpecial commiſſion to Rampore, there to inquire on 
the ſpot into the truth of certain reports circulated to 


= 5 —— ix to gth Report of Secret Committee, No. 27. See 
ibid. No. 28. 

1 Mr. Middleton's letter to Mr. B. 2oth April 1770. 

23 Mr. H's minute, March gth 17 8, No. t 

Mr. Middleton's letter, 25th February. 65 
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the prejudice of Fyzoola Khan; which teports, how- 


ever, the ſaid Middleton did afterwards confeſs him- 
ſelf to have ©* always” thought in the higheſt degree 
« improbable.” 


That the ſaid Reſident Middleton did “ requeſt to 
& know whether, on proof of Fyzoola Khan's inno- 
« cence, the honourable Board would be pleaſed to 
c grant him (the Reſident) permiſſion to comply 
c with his (Fyzoola Khan's) requeſt, of the Com- 
« pany's guaranteeing his treaty with the Vizier.” 
And the ſaid Middleton, in excuſe for having irregu- 


larly “ availed himſelf of the abilities of Mr. Daniel 


« Barwell,” who belonged to another ſtation, and 
for deputing him with the aforeſaid commiſhon to 
Rampore, without the previous knowledge of the 
Board, did urge the plea © immediate neceſſity;” and 
that ſuch plea, if the neceſſity really exiſted, was a 
ſtrong charge and accuſation againſt the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, 4 whoſe criminal neglect and conceal - 
ment the urgency of ſuch neceſſity did ariſe. 


V. 


That the Governor General, Warren Haſtings afore - 
ſaid, did immediately move, that the Board approve 
e the deputation of Mr. Daniel Barwell, and that the 
« Reſident (Middleton) be authoriſed to offer the 
« Company's guarantee for the obſervance of the treaty 
« ſubſfiſting between the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, 
« provided it meets with the Vizier's concurrence **:” 
and that the Governor General's propoſition was reſolved 
in the affirmative ; the uſual majority of Council then 
confiſting of Richard Barwell, Eſq. a near relation of 
Daniel-Octavus Barwell aforeſaid, and the Governor 
General, Warren Haſtings, who, in caſe of an equa- 
lity, had the caſting voice. 

=. 

That on receiving from Mr. Daniel Barwell full and 

early aſſurance of Fyzoola Khan's © having preſerved 


ook March q, 1778, See App. to ditto, No. 1. 
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c 


„ 
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te every article of his treaty inviolate *”,” the Reſident 
Middleton applied for the Vizier's concurrence, which 
was readily obtained; the Vizier, however, premiſing 
that he gave his conſent, “ taking it for granted, that 
„ on Fyzoola Khan's receiving the treaty, and khelaut, 
* (or robe of honour) he was to make him a return of 
ce the complimentary preſents uſually offered on ſuch 
cc occaſions, and of ſuch an amount as ſhould be a mani- 


c feſtation of Hoca Khan's due ſenſe of his friendſhip, 
e and ſuitable to his Excellency s rank to receive? ;” and 
that the Reſident Middleton “ did make himlelf, in 
«© ſome meaſure, reſponſible for the ſaid preſents being 
© gbtained,” and did write to Mr. Daniel Barwell 
accordingly. 
VII. 

That agreeably to the reſolution of Council herein: 
before recited, the ſolicited guarantee, under the ſeal 
of the Refident Middleton, thus duly authoriſed on 
behalf of the Company, was tranſmitted, together 
with the renewed treaty, to Mr. Daniel Barwell afore- 
ſaid at Rampore ; and that they were both by him, the 
ſaid Barwell, preſented to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
with a ſolemnity not often parallelled, * in the pre- 
© ſence of the greateſt part of the Nabob's ſubjects 
* who were aſſembled, that the ceremony might create 
a full belief in the breaſt of all his people, that the 
«© Company would protect him as long as he ſtricty ad- 
te hered to the /e/ter of his treaty **.” 


VIII. 


That in the concluſion of the ſaid ceremony the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan did deliver to the ſaid Barwell, 
for the uſe of the Vizier, a nuzzer (or preſent) of ele- 
phants, horſes, &c. and did add thereto a lack of ru 


Mr. Barwell's letter to Mr. M. 26th March. See 8th Report. 
2% Mr. Middleton's letter, 8th April 1778. See Appendix to 
ditto, No. 2. : 
#9 Mr; Barwell's letter, 1yth April. See ibid. 
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pees, or 10,0001. and upwards ; which ſum the ſaid 
Barwell, “ not being authoriſed to accept any pecu- 
* niary conſideration, did at firſt refuſe ; but upon 
% Fyzoola Khan's urging, that on ſuch occafions it 
was the invariable cuſtom of Hindoſtan, and that it 
« muſt on the preſent be expetted, as it had been formerly 
& the caſe,” (but when does not appear) he the ſaid 
Barwell did accept the ſaid lack in the name of the 
Vizier, our ally, “ in whoſe wealth (as Warren Haſ- 
« tings on another occaſion obſerved ) we ſhould parti- 
e cipate,” and on whom we at that time had an accu- 


mulating demand. 


IX. 


That over and above the lack of rupees thus pre- 
fented to the Vizier, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did 
likewiſe offer one other lack of rupees, or upwards of 
10,000]. more, for the Company, “as ſome acknow- 
„ ledgement of the obligation he received: that al- 
te though ſuch acknowledgement was not pretended to 
© be the invariable cuſtom of Hindoſtan on ſuch occa- 
« ſions, however it might on the preſent be expec- 
de ted“, Mr. Daniel Barwell aforeſaid (knowing pro- 
bably the diſpoſition and views of the then actual Go- 
vernment at Calcutta) did not, even at firft, decline the 
ſaid offer, but, as he was not empowered to accept it, 
did immediately propoſe taking a bond for the amount, 
until the pleaſure of the Board ſhould be known. 


„ That the offer was accordingly communicated by the 
faid Barwell to the Reſident Middleton, to be by him 
the Reſident referred to the Board; and that it was ſo 
referred: that, in reply to the ſaid reference of the 
Reſident Middleton, the Governor General (Warren 
Haſtings) did move and carry a vote of council, “ au- 
* thorifing Mr. Middleton to accept the offer made by 

« Fyzoola Khan to the Company, of one lack of ru- 


30 Mr, Barwell's letter, 15th April, See App. to 8th Report, 
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er pees,” without aſſigning any reaſon whatever in ſup- 

rt of the ſaid motion, notwithſtanding it was ob- 
jected by a member of the Board, “that if the mea- 
« ſure was right, it became us to adopt it without 
« ſuch a Lr *; and that “ our accepting 
& of the lack of rupees as a recompence for our in- 
ce terpoſition, is beneath the dignity of this Govern- 
« ment, (of Calcutta) and will diſcredit us in the 
eyes of the Indian powers.“ 


That the acceptance of the ſaid ſum, in this cir- 
cumſtance, was beneath the dignity of the faid Go- 
vernment, and did tend fo to diſcredit us; and that 
the motion of the ſaid Haſtings for ſuch acceptance 
was therefore highly derogatory to the honour of this 
nation. | 


. X. 


That the aforeſaid member of the Council did far- 
ther diſapprove altogether of the guarantee “ as un- 
% neceflary **,” and that another member of Council, 
Richard Barwell, Eſq. the near relation of Daniel- 
Octavus Barwell herein- before named, did declare, 
(but after the ſaid guarantee had taken place) that 
this Government (of Calcutta) was in fact engaged, 
«© by Colonel Champion's ſignature being to the treaty 
* with Fyzoola Khan,” that the ſaid unneceſſary gua- 
rantee did not only ſubject to an heavy expence a Prince 
whom we were bound to protect, but did farther pro- 
duce in his mind the following obvious and natural 
concluſion ; namely, ** that the ſignature of any perſon, 
ein whatever public capacity he at preſent appears, will 


not be valid and of effett as ſoon as ſome other ſhall fill 


& bis ſtation **;” a concluſion, however, immediately 


by Mr. Barwell's letter, 15th April. See App. to 8th Report, 
0. 2 


33 Bengal Conſult. 2 1ſt May 1978. See ibid. 


We Letter of Mr, Barwell to Mr. Middleton, April 14th 1778. 
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tending to the total diſcredit of all powers delegated 
from the Board to any individual ſervant of the Com- 
pany, and conſequently to clog, perplex, and embar- 
Taſs, in future, ali tranſactions carried on at a diſtance 
from the ſeat of Government, and to diſturb the ſecu- 
rity of all perſons poſſeſſing inſtruments already fo rati- 
fied ; yet the only concluſion left to Fyzoola Khan, 
which did not involve ſome affront, either to the pri- 
vate honour of the Company's ſervants, or to the pub- 
lic honour of the Company itſelf ; and that the ſuſpi- 
cions which originated from the ſaid idea in the breaſt 
of Fyzoola Khan, to the prejudice of the Reſident 
Middleton's authority, did compel the- Governor Ge- 
neral, Warren Haſtings, to obviate the bad effects of 
his firſt motion for the guarantee by a ſecond motion, 
namely, ** that a letter be written to Fyzoola Khan 
* from myſelf, confirming the obligations of the Company 
« as guarantees to the treaty formed between him and 
F the Vizier; which will be equivalent in its effect, 
„ though not in form, to an engagement ſent him with 
« the Company's ſeal affixed to it **.” 


„ 

That whether the guarantee aforeſaid was or was not 
neceſſary; whether it created a new obligation, or but 
more fully recognized an obligation previouſly exiſt- 
ing, the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, by the 
ſaid guarantee, did, in the moſt explicit manner, pled 
and commit the public faith of the Company, and the 
nation; and that by the ſubſequent letter of the ſaid 
Haſtings, (which he at his own motion wrote, confirm- 
ing to Fyzoola Khan the aforeſaid guarantee) the ſaid 
Haſtings did again pledge and commit the public faith 
of the Company and the nation, in a manner (as the 
ſaid Haſtings himſelf remarked) “ equivalent to an 
* engagement with the Company's ſeal affixed to it;“ 
and more particularly binding the ſaid Haſtings per- 


35 Conf. 21ſt May. See No. 2, 
36 Spe Orig, 
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ſonally to exact a due obſervance of the guaranteed 
treaty, eſpecially to protect the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
againſt any arbitrary conſtruction, or unwarranted re- 


quilition of the Vizier. 


Thanks of the Board to Fyzoola Khan. 


I. 


Tu AT ſoon after the completion of the guarantee, 
in the ſame year 1778, intelligence was received in 
India of a war between England and France : that on 
the firſt intimation thereof the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
being indirectly ſounded,” did ſhew much “ prompt- 
* nefs to render the Company any aſſiſtance within the 


© bounds of his finances and ability **;” and that by 


the ſuggeſtion of the Reſident Middleton herein-before 
named, he, (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan) in a letter to 
the Governor General and Council, did make a volun- 
tary offer to maintain two thouſand cavalry (all he 
* had) for our ſervice *? ;”” though he was under no 
e obligation to furniſh the Company with a fingle 


& man 


We; 


That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did even © antici- 
ce pate the wiſhes of the Board **;” and that on an 
«© application made to him by Lieutenant-colonel 


ectors, it Feb. 1779. See ibid. 
« Muir,” 


16 Letter of Mr, Middleton, 5th Dec. See App. to 8th Report, 
Os 3. | 
37 Letter of the Directors, February 14, 1783. 

Mr. Middleton's letters to Council, 26th January 1779, — 
Mr. M.'s ditto, 26th Dec. 1778. See ibid. 

39 Letter of Council to Die 
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«© Muir,” the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did, “ without 
« heſitation or delay,” furniſh him (the faid Muir) 
with five hundred of his beſt cavalry **. 


That the ſaid conduct of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
was communicated by the Company's ſervants, both 
to each other and to their employers, with expreſſions 
of * pleaſure” and “ particular ſatisfaction, as an 
event © even ſurpaſſing their expectations :“ that the 
Governor General, Warren Haſtings, was officially re- 
queſted to convey * the thanks of the Board;” and 
that, not ſatisfied with the bare diſcharge of his duty, 
under the faid requeſt, he the ſaid Haſtings did, on the 
8th of January, 1779, write to Fyzoola, “that in his 
« own name, as well as © that of the Board, he (the 
« faid Haſtings) returned him the warmeſt thanks for 
* this inſtance of his faithful attachment to the Com- 


42 5 


* pany and the Engliſh nation“. 


| IV ©, 

That by the ſtrong expreſſions above recited, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did deliberately and emphatically 
add his own particular confirmation to the general teſ- 
timony of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan's meritorious fide- 
lity, and of his conſequent claim on the generoſity, 
no leſs than the juſtice, of the Britiſh Government. 


42 Mr. Middleton's letters to Council, 26th December. 

Letter of Council to Directors, 1ſt February 1779. ; 

Mr. Middleton's letter to Council, 26th . 1778.— 
Ditto, 5th December 1778. — 28th December 1778. : 


See Orig. 


Demand 
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Demand of Five Thouſand Horſe, 


I. 


. HAT, notwithſtanding his own private honour, 
thus deeply engaged, notwithſtanding the public jul- 
tice and generofity of the Company and the nation, 
thus folemnly committed, diſregarding the plain im- 
port and pofitive terms of the guaranteed treaty, the 
Governor General, Warren Haſtings, aforeſaid, in No- 
vember 1780 (while a body of Fyzoola Khan's cavalry, 
voluntarily granted, were ſtil] ſerving under a Britiſh of- 
ficer) did recommend to the Vizier “ to require from 
* Fyzoola Khan the quota of troops ſtipulated by treaty 
* to be furniſhed by the latter for his (the Vizier's) ſer- 
vice, being FIVE THOUSAND HORSE ;” though, as 
the Vizier did not march in perſon, he was not, under 
any conſtruction of the treaty, entitled by ſtipulation to 
more than * wo or three thouſand troops,” horfe and 
foot, „according to the ability of Fyzoola Khan ** :” 
and that, whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings would have 
been guilty of very criminal perfidy, if he had fimply 
neglected to interfere as a guarantee againſt a demand 
thus plainly contrary to the faith of treaty, ſo he aggra- 
vated the guilt of his perfidy, in the molt atrocious de- 
gree, by being himſelf the firſt mover and inſtigator of 
that injuſtice which he was bound by ſo many ties on 
himſelf, the Company, and the nation, not only not to 
promote, but by every exertion of authority, influence, 
and power, to control, to divert, or to reſiſt. 


II. 
That the anſwer of Fyzoola Khan to the Vizier did 
repreſent, with many expreſſions of deference, duty, 
and allegiance, that 


++ See treaty of Lall-Dang. See $th Report. | 4 
E 
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The whole force allowed him was but “ five thou- 
« {and men,” and that © theſe conſiſted of two thou- 
« ſand horſe, and three thouſand foot; which, (he 
* adds) in conſequence of our intimate connection, are 
* equally yours and the Company's ;” though he does 
ſubſequently intimate, that © the three thouſand foot 
« are for the management of the concerns of his jag- 
* hire, and without them the collections can never be 
« made in time.“ 


That on the communication of the ſaid anſwer to 
the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, he the ſaid 
Haſtings (who, as the Council now conſiſted only of 
himſelf, and Edward Wheler, Eſquire, “ united in 
« his own perſon all the powers of Government *7)” 
was not induced to relax from his unjuſt purpoſe ; but 
did proceed with new violence to record, that 


© The Nabob Fyzoola Khan had evaded the perfor- 
& mance of his part of the treaty between the late Nabob 
„ Sujah ul Dowlah and him, to which the honourable 
« Company were guarantees, and upon which he was 
lately ſummoned to furniſh the ſtipulated number 
* of troops, which he is obliged to furniſh, on the 
* condition by which he holds the jaghire granted to 
«20 


That by the vague and indefinite term of evaſion, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did introduce a looſe and 
arbitrary principle of interpreting formal engagements 
which ought to be regarded, more eſpecially by gua- 
rantees, in a ſenſe the moſt literally ſerupulous and 
preciſe. 


That he charged with ſuch evaſion, a moderate, 
humble, and ſubmiſſive repreſentation, on a point which 


45 Bengat Conſult. 15th February 1781. | | 

Letter of Sir Eyre Coote, iſt March 1781. See Bengal Con- 
ſult. 27 April 1781. | | 

9 1 Conſult. February i sth, 1781. 


* 


would 
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would have warranted a peremptory refuſal, and a po- 
fitive remonſtrence ; and that in conſequence of the 


faid imputed evaſion he indicated a diſpofition to at- 
tach ſuch a forfeiture, as in juſtice could only have 
followed from a groſs breach of treaty ; though the 
ſaid Haſtings did not then pretend any actual intringe- 
ment, even of the leaſt among the conditions to which, 
in the name of the Company. he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
was the executive guarantee, 


III. 


That however * the number of troops ſtipulated by 
& treaty may have been underſtood,” at the period of 
the original demand, “ to be five thouſand horſe*?,” 
yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time when he re- 
corded the ſuppoſed evaſion of Fyzoola Khan's aniwer 
to the ſaid demand, could not be unacquainted with 
the expreſs words of the ſtipulation, as a letter of the 
Vizier, inſerted in the ſame conſultation, refers the 
Gavernor General to incloſed copies, “ of all engage- 
* ments entered into by the late Vizier, and by him- 
« ſelf (the reigning Vizier) with Fyzoola Khan ;” 
and that the treaty itſelf therefore was at the very mo- 
ment before the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; which treaty 
(as the ſaid Haſtings obſerved with reſpect to another 
treaty, in the caſe of another perſon) ** moſt affuredly 
% does not contain a ſyllable to juſtify his conduct; 
«© but by the unexampled latitude which he aſſumes 
ce in his conſtructions, he may, if he pleaſes, extort 
5 this or any other meaning from any part of it **,” 


IV, 


That the Vizier himſelf appears by no means to 
have been perſuaded of his own right to five thouſand 
horſe under the treaty ; fince in his correſpondence on 
the ſubject, he (the Vizier) no where mentions the 


+9 Mr. Haſtings's Narrative of the Tranſactions at Benares, p. 6. 
Ito edit. Calcutta, 1782. 


5* Obſervations on Mr. Briſtow's Defence, 
L11 treaty 
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treaty as the ground of his demand, except where he 
is recapitulating to the Governor General, Warren 
Haſtings, the ene of his (the ſaid Haſtings's) 
own letters; on the contrary, the Vizier hints his ap- 
prehenſions leſt Fyzoola Khan ſhould appeal to the 
treaty againſt the demand, as a breach thereof, in 
which caſe he (the Vizier) informs the ſaid Haſtings 
of the projected reply: ** ſhould Fyzoola Khan (ſays 
ce the Vizier) mention any thing of the tenor of the 
« treaty, the firſt breach of it has been committed by bim, 
« in keeping up more men than allowed of by the 
« treaty : I have accoraingly ſent a perſon to ſettle that 
«© point alſo, In caſe he ſhould mention to me any 
« thing reſpecting the treaty, I will then reproach 
« him with having kept up too many troops, and will 
« oblige him to ſend the five thouſand horle **;” there- 
by clearly intimating, that a remonſtrance againſt the 
demand, as a breach of treaty, could only be anſwered 
by charging a prior breach of treaty on Fyzoola Khan; 
ſo, by annulling the whole treaty, to reduce the queſ- 
tion to a mere queſtion of force, and thus © oblige 
% Fyzoola Khan to ſend the five thouſand horſe :” 
6 for (continues the Vizier) if, when the Company's 
« affairs, on which my honour depends, require it, 
4% Fyzoola Khan will not lend his aſſiſtance, what vsE 
„is there to continue the country to him? 


That the Vizier actually did make his application 
to Fyzoola Khan for the five thouſand horſe, not as 
for an aid, to which he had a juſt claim, but as for 
ſomething over and above the obligations of the treaty, 
ſomething * that would give increaſe to their friend- 
«« ſhip, and ſatisfaction to the Nabob Governor*',” 
(meaning the ſaid Haſtings) whoſe directions he re- 
preſents as the motive of his call for the five thou- 
« ſand horſe to be employed*',” not in his (the Vi- 
zier's) but in the Company's ſervice**,” 


51 Bengal Conſult, February 15th, 1781. 
; And, 
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And, That the aforeſaid Warren Haſtings did there- 
fore, in recording the anſwer of Fyzoola Khan, as 
an evaſion of treaty, act in notorious contradiction, 
not only to that which ought to have been the fair 
conſtruction of the ſaid treaty, but to that which he 
the ſaid Haſtings muſt have known to be the Vizier's 
own interpretation of the ſame, diſpoſed as the Vizier 
was, „to reproach Fyzoola Khan with breach of 
cc treaty,” and to © ſend up perſons who ſhould ſet- 
« tle points with him.” 


* 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not thinking him- 
ſelf juſtified, on the mere plea of an evaſion, to puſh 
forward his proceedings to that extremity which he 
ſeems already to have made his ſcope and object, and 
ſceking ſome better colour for his unjuſt and violent 
purpoſes, did farther move, that commiſſoners ſhould 
be ſent from the Vizier and the Company to Fyzoola 
Khan, to inſiſt on a clauſe of a treaty, which no where 
appears, being eſſentially different from the treaty of 
Lall-Dang, though not in the part on which the re- 
quiſition 15 founded : and the ſaid Haſtings did then, 
in a ſtyle unuſually imperative, proceed as follows : 


Demand immediate delivery of three thouſand cavalry ; 
* and if he. ſhould evade, or refuſe compliance, that the de- 
« puties ſhall deliver him a formal proteſt againſt him for 
« breach of treaty; and return, makipg this report to 
the Vizier, which Mr. Middleton is to tranſmit to 
the Board,” 


VI. 


That the ſaid motion of the Governor General Haſ- 
tings was ordered accordingly, the Council, as already 
has been herein related, confiſting but of two mem- 
bers, and the faid Haſtings conſequently “ uniting in 
*© his own perſon all the powers of Government.” 


Ev | VII. That 
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VII. 


That when the ſaid Haſtings ordered the ſaid de- 
mand for three thouſand cavalry, he the ſaid Haſtings 
well knew that a compliance therewith, on the part 
of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, was utterly impoſſible; 
for he, the ſaid Haſtings, had at the very moment 
before him a letter of Fyzoola Khan, ſtating that he, 
Fyzoola Khan, had “ but two thouſand cavalry**” al- 
together ; which letter is entered on the records of .the 
Company, in the ſame conſultation, immediately pre- 
ceding the Governor General's minute. That the ſaid 
Haſtiogs therefore knew, that the only poſſible con- 
ſequence of the aforeſaid demand neceſſarily and in- 


evitably muſt be a proteſt for a breach of treaty ; and 


the Court of Directors did not hefitate to declare, 
that the ſaid demand * carried the appearance of a 
determination to create a pretext for depriving him 
* (Fyzoola Khan) of his Jaghire entirely, or to leave 
« him at the mercy of the Vizier**.” n 


VIII. 


That Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Aſſiſtant Reſident 
at Oude, was, agreeably to the afore- mentioned order 
of Council, deputed commiſſioner from Mr. Middle- 
ton and the Vizicr to Fyzoola Khan; but that he did 
early give the moſt indecent proofs of glaring par- 
tiality, to the prejudice of the ſaid Fyzoola WS 
for that the very next day (as it ſeems) after his ar- 
rival, he the ſaid Johnſon, from opinions imbibed in 
his journey, did ſtate himſelf to be © unwilling to 
« draw any favourable or flattering inferences rela- 
« rively to the object of his miſhon**;” and did ſtu- 
diouſly ſeek to find new breaches of treaty ; and with- 
out any form of regular inquiry whatever, from a 
ſingle glance of his eye in paſſing, did take upon him- 


5 Conſult, February r th, 1781. 
33 Letter to Governor, &c, 12th February, 1783. 
$4 alt April 1781, Bengal Conſult, 4th June 1781. 


ſelf - 
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ſelf to pronounce © the Rohilla ſoldiers, in the diſtrict 
c of Rampore alone, to be not leſs than twenty thou- 
« fand,” and the grant of courſe to be forfeited. 
And that ſuch a groſs and palpable diſplay of a pre- 
determination to diſcover guilt, did argue in the ſaid 
Johnſon a knowledge, a ſtrong preſumption, or a be- 
lief, that ſuch repreſentations would be agreeable to 
the ſecret wiſhes and views of the ſaid Haſtings, under 
whoſe orders he the ſaid Johnſon acted, and to whom 
all his reports were to be referred, | 


IX, 


That the ſaid Richard Johnſon did ſoon after pro- 
ceed to the immediate object of his miſſion, © which 
(the ſaid Johnſon relates) was ſhort to a degree. 
The demand was made, and “ a flat refuſal” given; 
the queſtion was repeated, with like effect. The faid. 
Johnſon, in preſence of, proper witneſſes, then drew 
up his proteſt, 5 GU with a memorandum of a 
4% palliative offer made by the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
and inſerted in the proteſt : 


* That he would, in compliance with the demand, 
and * in conformity to the treaty, which ſpecified no de- 
«« fmite number of cavalry er infantry, only expreſſing 
te troops, furniſh three thouſand men; viz. he would, 
in addition to the one thouſand cavalry already 
6c powe give one thouſand more, when and where 
« ſoever required, and one thouſand foot ;” together 
with one year's pay in advance, and funds for * re- 
gular payment of them in future. = 


And this (the ſaid Richard Johnſon obſerves) “1 
, * put down at his (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan's) par- 
& ticular defire, but otherwiſe uſeleſs, as my orders 
“ (which orders do not appear) were not 10 receive any 
4% palliation, but a negalive or affirmative ;” though ſuch 
alliation, as it is called by the ſaid Johnſon, might 
as it was, in the ſtricteſt conformity to the treaty. 


X. That 


* 
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| X. 
That in the ſaid offer the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in- 
ſtead of palliating, did at once admit the extreme 
right of the Vizier, under the treaty, by agreeing to 
furniſh three thouſand men when he (Fyzoola Khan) 
would have been juſtified in pleading his inability to 
ſend more than two thouſand. That ſuch inability 
would not (as appears) have been a falſe and evaſive 
lea, but perfectly true and valid ; as the three thou- 
ſand. foot maintained by Fyzoola Khan were for the 
purpoſes of his internal government, for which the 
whole three thouſand muſt have been demonſtrably 
neceſſary: and that the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, by de- 
clining to avail himſelf of a plea fo fair, ſo well 
founded, and ſo conſonant to the indulgence exprefily 
acknowledged in the treaty, and by thus meeting the 
ſpecific demand of the Vizier as fully as, according to 
his own military cſtabliſhment, he could, did, for the 
faid offer, deſerve rather the thanks of the ſaid Vizier 
and the Company, than the proteſt which the aforeſaid 
Johnſon, under the orders of Warren Haſtings, did 
deliver. £ 


XI. 


That the report of the ſaid proteſt, as well as the 
former letter of the ſaid Johnſon, were by the Reſi- 
dent Middleton, tranſmitted to the Board, together 
with a letter from the Vizier, founded on the ſaid re- 
port and letter of the ſaid Johnſon, and propoſing in 
conſequence * to reſume the grant, and to leave Fy- 
&« 2zo0la Khan to join his other faithleſs brethren, who 
vere ſent acroſs the Ganges.“ 


That the ſaid papers were read in Council on the 
4th of June 1781, when the Governor General, War- 
ren Haſtings, did move and carry a vote to ſuſpend a 
final reſolution on the ſame; and the ſaid Haſtings did 
not expreſs any diſapprobation of the proceedings of 
the ſaid Johnſon ; neither did the ſaid Haſtings affign 


any 
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any reaſons for his motion of ſuſpenſion, which paſſed 
without debate. That in truth the ſaid Haſtings had 
then projected a journey up the country to meet the 
Vizier, for the ſettlement of articles relative to the 
regulation of Oude and its dependencies, among which 
was included the jaghire of Fyzoola Khan ; and the 
ſaid Haſtings, for the aforeſaid purpoſes, did, on the 
3d of July, by his own caſting vote, grant to himſelf, 
and did prevail on his colleague, Edward Wheler, 
Eſquire, to grant a certain illegal delegation of the 
whole powers of the Governor General and Council; 
and on the ſeventh of the ſame month did proceed on 
his way to join the Vizier, at a place called Chunar, 
on the borders of Benares ; and that the aforeſaid vote, 
of ſuſpending a final reſolution on the tranſactions with 
Fyzoola Khan, was therefore in ſubſtance and effect a 
reference thereof by the ſaid Haſtings, from himſelf 
in council with his colleague Wheler, to himſelf in 
conference and negociation with the Vizier, who, 
from the firſt demand of the five thouſand horſe, had 
taken every occaſion of ſhewing his inclination to diſ- 
poſſeſs Fyzoola Khan, and who, before the ſaid de- 


mand (in a letter which does not appear, but which 


the Vizier himſelf quotes as antecedent to the ſaid 
demand) had complained to the ſaid Haſtings of the 
* injury and irregularity in the management of the 
«« provinces bordering on Rampore, ariſing from Fy- 
« zoola Khan having the uncontrolled dominion of 
that diſtrict **,” 


$9 See Nabob's letter, Beng. Conſult, June 4th, 1783. 
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TREATY of CHUNAR. 


I. 


Trar the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, be- 
ing veſted with the illegal powers before recited, did, 
on the 19th of September 1781, enter into a treaty 
with the Vizier at Chunar ; which treaty (as the ſaid 
Haſtings relates) was drawn up * from a ſeries of re- 
** quiſitions preſented to him (the faid Haſtings) by 
© the Vizier,” and by him received * with an inſtant and 
* unqualified aſſent to each article ;” and that the ſaid 
Haſtings aſſigns his reaſons for ſuch ready aſſent in the 
following words: I confider the ſubjects of his (the 
c Vizier's) requeſts as eſſential to the reputation of 
* our government, and no leſs to our intereſt than 


66 his 0 
II. 


That in the ſaid treaty of Chunar, the third article 
is as follows: 


& That as Fyzoola Khan has by his breach of treaty 
te forfeited the protection of the Engliſh Government, 
c“ and cauſes, by his continuance in his preſent indepen- 
« (ent ſtate, great alarm and detriment to the Nabob Vi- 
« ier, he be permitted, whey time ſhall ſuit, to reſume his 
& lands, and pay him in money, through the Refident, 
ce the amount ſtipulated by treaty, after deducting the 
amount and charges of the troops he ſtands engaged 
* to furniſh by treaty ; which amount ſhall be pafled 
eto the account of the Company during the continu- 
r ance of the preſent war.” | 


35 Letter to the Council from Mr. H. 19 Nov. 1781. See App. 
to Mr. H.'s narrative, No. 1. A. Part I. 
| III. That 
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III. 


That for the better elucidation of his policy in 
the ſeveral articles of the treaty above mentioned, the 
faid Haſtings did ſend to the Council of Calcutta (now 
conſiſting of Edward Wheler and John Macpherſon, 
Eſquires) Two different copies of the ſaid treaty, with 
explanatory minutes oppoſed to each article ; and that 
the minute oppoſed to the third article is thus expreſ- 


* 

« The conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refufing the 
« aid demanded, though not an abſolute breach of treaty, 
« was evaſive and uncandid. The demand was made for 
« five thouſand cavalry. The engagement in the treaty is 
« literally for five thouſand horſe and foot. Fyzoola Khan 
« could not be ignorant that we had no occaſion for 
« any ſuccours of infantry from him, and that ca- 
c yalry would be of the moſt effential ſervice. So ſcru- 
« pulous an attention to literal expreſſion, when a more 
« liberal interpretation would have been highly uſeful and 
«© acceptable to us, ſtrongly marks his unfriendly diſpoſi- 
„ tion, though it may not impeach his fidelity, and leaves 
t him little claim to any exertions from us for the continu- 
« ance of his jaghires. But I am of opinion that neither 
« the Vizier's nor the 3 inters/ts would be pro- 
ce noted by depriving Fyzoola Khan of bis independency, and 
« TI have therefore reſerved the execution of this agreement 
6% to an indefinite term; and our government may always 


« interpoſe to prevent any ill effects from gj.“ 


IV. 


That in his aforeſaid authentic evidence of his own 
purpoſes, motives, and principles, in the third article 
of the/tredty of Chunar, the faid Haſtings hath eſta- 
bliſhed divers matters of weighty and ſerious crimina- 
tion againſt himſelf, 


1ſt, That the ſaid Haſtings doth acknowledge therein, 


that he did, in a public inſtrument, ſolemnly recog- 
M m m nie, 
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nize, © as a breach of treaty,” and as ſuch, did ſubject 
to the conſequent penalties, an act which he the ſaid 
Haſtings did at the ſame time think, and did immedi- 
_ ately declare to be“ no breach of treaty *” ;” and by ſo 
falſely and unjuſtly proceeding againſta perſon under the 
Company's guarantec, the fa Haſtings, on his own 
confeſhon, did himſelf break the faith of the faid gua- 
tantee. 


2d. That in juſtifying this breach of the Compa- 
ny's faith, the ſaid Haſtings doth wholly abandon his 
ſecond peremptory demand for the three thouſand horſe, and 
the proteſt conſequent thereon ; and the ſaid Haſtings 
_ doth thereby himſelf condemn the violence and injuſtice 
of the ſame. | 


3dly. That in recurring to the original demand 
of five thouſand horſe, as the ground of his juſtifi- 
cation, the ſaid Haſtings doth falſely affert © the en- 
gagement in the treaty to be literally Fivt thouſand 
borſe and foot,” whereas it is in fact for Two or THREE 
thouſand men ; and the ſaid Haſtings doth thereby wil- 
fully attempt to deceive and miſlead his employers, 
which is an high erime and miſdemeanor in a fervant 
of ſo great truſt. 


4thly. That with a view to his farther juſtification, 
the ſaid Haſtings doth advance a principle, that“ # 
e ſcrupulous attention to the literal expreſſion” of a gua- 
ranteed treaty * leaves, to the perſon fo obſerving the 
fame, * but little claim to the exertions ” of a guarantee on 
his behalf; that ſuch a principle is utterly ſubverſive of 
all faith of guarantees, and 1s therefore highly crimi- 
nal in the firſt executive member of a government, 
that muſt necefarily ſtand. in that mutual relation to 
many. X 


57 Explanatory Minute 


sthly 
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. xthly. That the ſaid Haſtings doth profeſs his opinion 
of an article to which he gave an“ infant and ungalified 
« aſſent,” that it was a meaſure “ by which neither the 
« Vizier's nor the Company's intereſts would be promoted,” 
but from which, without t@tne mterpoſition, “ i/] effects 
« muſt be expected; and that the ſaid Haſtings doth 
thereby charge himſelf with a high breach of truſt to- 


wards his employers. 


6thly. That the ſaid Haſtings having thus confeſſed 
that, conſciouſly and wilfully (from what motives he 
hath not choſen to confeſs) he did give his formal fanc- 
tion to a meaſure both of injuſtice and impolicy, he 
the ſaid Haſtings doth urge, in his defence, that he 
did at the fame time inſert words“ reſerving the exe- 
© cution of the ſaid. agreement to an indefinite term ;” 
with an intent that it might in truth be never executed 
at all; but that“ our government might always inter- 
poſe,” without right, by means of an indirect and un- 
— influence, to prevent the ill effects following from a 
colluſive ſurrender of a clear and authorized right to in- 
terpoſe; and the ſaid Haſtings doth thereby declare 
himſelf to have introduced a principle of duplicity, 
deceit, and double-dealing,-into a public engagement, 
which ought in its effence to be clear, open, and ex- 

licit ; that ſuch a declaration tends to ſhake and over- 
throw the confidence of all, in the moſt ſolemn inſtru- 
ments of any perſon ſo declaring, and is therefore an 
high crime and miſdemeanor in the firſt executive 
member of government, by whom all treaties and 
other engagements of the ſtate are principally to be 
conducted, 


V. 


That by the explanatory minute aforeſaid the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings doth farther, in the moſt direct man- 
ner, contradict his own aſſertions, in the very letter 
which encloſed the ſaid minute to his colleagues; for 
that one of the articles to which he there gave © an 
M m m 2 « inſtant 
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&« inſtant and unqualified aſſent, as no leſs to our intereſt than 
« to the Vizier's,” he doth here declare unequivocally to 
be neither to our interſt nor the Vizier's ; and the“ un- 
qualified aſſent” given to the ſaid article is now fo guali- 
fied, as wholly to defeat itſelf, That by ſuch irrecon- 
cileable contradictions the ſaid Haſlings doth incur the 
ſuſpicions of much criminal — in other 
like caſes of unwitneſſed conferences; and in the pre- 
ſent inſtance (as far as it extends) the ſaid Haſtings 
doth prove himſelf to have given an account both of 
his actions and motives, by his own confeſſion, untrue, 
for the purpoſe of deceiving his employers, which is 
an high crime and miſdemeanor in a ſervant at ſo great 
truſt, 


VI. 


That the ſaid third article of the treaty of Chunar, 
as it thus ſtands explained by the ſaid Haſtings him- 
ſelf, doth on the whole appear deſigned to hold the pro- 
tection of the Conpany in ſuſpence ; that it acknow- 
ledges all right of interference to ceaſe, but leaves it 
to our diſcretion to determine when it will ſuit our con- 
veniency to give the Vizier the liberty of acting on the 


Principles by us already admited : that it is dexter- 


ouſly conſtructed to balance the defires of one man, 
rapacious and profuſe, againſt the fears of another, 
deſcribed as“ of extreme puſillanimity, and wealthy **:” 
but that, whatever may have been the ſecret objects of 
the artificeand intrigue confeſſed to form its very eſſence, 
it muſt, on the very face of it, neceſſarily implicate 
the Company in a breach of faith, whichever might be 
the event, as they muſt equally break their faith, either 
by withdrawing their guarantee unjuſtly, or by conti- 


nuing that guarantee, in contradiction to this treaty of 


Chunar; that it thus tends to hold out to India, and 
to the whole world, that the public principle of the 
Engliſh Government is a deliberate ſyſtem of injuſtice, 
joined with falſehood, of impolicy, of bad faith, and 


32 Mr, Middleton's Lettery-5 April 1778. 
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treachery; and that the ſaid article is therefore in the 
higheſt degree derogatory to the honour, and injurious 
to the intereſts of this nation. 


0 


. — — 


Conſequences of the Treaty of Chunar. 


I, 


Thar in conſequence of the treaty of Chunar,- 
the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, did ſend offi- 
cial inſtructions, reſpecting the various articles of the 
faid treaty, to the ſaid Refident, Middleton ; and that 
in a poſtſcript, the ſaid Haſtings did forbid” the re- 
ſumption of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan's Jaghire, “ un- 
& til circumſtances may render it more expedient, and 
c eaſy to be attempted, than the preſent more material 
«« purſuits of Government make it appear *? ;” there- . 
by intimating a poſitive limitation of the indefinite 
term 'in the explanatory minute above recited ; and 
_— the ſuſpenſion of the article to the preſſure of 
e war, 


II, 


That foon after the date of the ſaid inſtructions, and 
within two months of the fignature of the treaty of 
Chunar, the ſaid — did cauſe Sir Elijah Impey, 
Knight, His Majeſty's Chief Juſtice at Fort William, 
to diſcredit the Juſtice of the Crown of Great Britain, 
by making him the channel of unwarrantable commu- 
nication ; and did, through the ſaid Sir Elijah, ſignify 


Extract of Papers preſented to the Houſe of Commons, 1786. 
v9 Extracts of Middleton's Letter, 25th March 1782. 
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to the Reſident, Middleton, his (the ſaid Haſtings's) 
« approbation of a ſubſidy from Fyzoola Khan **,” 


III. 


That the Reſident, in anſwer, repreſents the proper 
equivalent for 2000 horſe, and 1000 foot, (the forces 
offered to Mr. Johnſon by Fyzoola Khan) to be twelve 
lacks, or 120, oool. ſterling, and upwards, each year; 
which the ſaid Refident ſuppoſes is conſiderably be- 
vond what he, Fyzoola Khan, will voluntarily pay: 
„However, if it is your wiſh that the claim ſhould be 
% made, I am ready to take it up, and, you may be 
* aſſured, nothing in my power ſhall be left undone, to 
% carry it through.” | 


IV. 


That the reply of the ſaid Haſtings doth not appear; 
but that it does appear on record, that “ a negotiation 
« (Mr. Johnſon's) was begun for Fyzoola Khan's ca- 
& valry to act with General Goddard, and on his (Fy- 
% Zoola Khan's) evading it, that a ſum of money was 
% demanded ©," | 


V. 


That in the months of February, March, and April, 
the Reſident, Middleton, did repeatedly propoſe the 
reſumption of Fyzoola Khan's jaghire **, agreeably to 
the treaty of Chunar ; and that, driven to extremity, 
(as the ſaid Haſtings ſuppoſes) “ by the public menaces 
“ and denunciations of the Reſident and the Mi- 
« niſter©*,” Hyder Beg Khan, a creature of the ſaid 
Haſtings, (and both the Miniſter and the Refident act- 
ing profeſſedly on and under the treaty of Chunar,) 
«© the Nabob Fyzoola Khan made ſuch preparations, 


Letter of Middleton to Mr. Haſtings, 6th December 1781, in 
No, 1. vol. J. page 15. 
Mr. Briſtow's Inſtructions to Major Palmer, 28th December 
1782. l | 
62 In No. I. vol. II. p. 10. | 
63 Inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow, in No. 2. vol. I. page 15. 
% and 
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« and ſuch a diſpoſition of his family and wealth, as 
ce evidently manifeſted either an intended or an expected 
rupture. | 


VI. \ 


That on the 6th of May the ſaid Haſtings did ſend 
his confidential agent and friend, Major Palmer, on a 
private commiſſion to Lucknow; and that the ſaid 
Palmer was charged with ſecret inſtructions ** relative 
to Fyzoola Khan, but of what import cannot be aſcer- 
rained, the ſaid Haſtings in his public inſtructions hav- 
ing inſerted only the name of Fyzoola Khan, as a mere 
reference (according to the explanation of the ſaid 
| Haftings) to what he had verbally communicated to the 
faid Palmer; and that the ſaid Haſtings was thereby 
guilty of a criminal concealment, 


VII. 


That ſome time about the month of Auguſt, an en- 
gagement happened between a body of Fyzoola Khan's 
cavalry and a part of the Vizier's army, in which the 
latter was beaten, and their guns taken ** ; that the 
Reſident, Middleton, did repreſent the fame but as a 
flight and accidental affray ** : That it was acknow- 
ledged the troops of the Vizier were the aggreſſors; 
that it did appear to the Board, and to the ſaid Haſt- 
ings himſelf, an affair of more conſiderable magnitude, 
and that they did make the concealment thereof an ar- 
ticle of charge againſt the Reſident, Middleton, though 
the ſaid Reſident did in truth acquaint them with — 
fame, but in a curſory manner. 


VIII. 


That immediately after the ſaid “ fray” at Darana- 
gur, the Vizier (who was “ but a cypher in the hands” 
of the Miniſter and the Reſident, both of them directly 


% In No. 2. vol. IV. p. 4. 
*5s Mr. Briſtow's Inſtruckio — to Major Palmer. 
& In No. 1 vol. I. 
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appointed and ſupported by the ſaid Haſtings) did 
make of Fyzoola Khan a new demand, equally con- 
trary to the true intent and meaning of the treaty, as 
his former requiſitions *? : which new demand was, for 
the detachment in garriſon at Daranagur to be can- 
toned, as a ſtationary force at Lucknow, the capital of 
the Vizier; whereas he, the Vizier, had only a right to 
demand an occaſional aid to join his army in the field, 
or in garriſon during a war. But the ſaid new demand 
being evaded, or rather refuſed, agreeably to the fair 
conſtruction of the treaty by the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
the matter was for the preſent dropped. 


= ES > 
That in the letter, in which the Reſident, Middle- 


ton, did mention “ what he calls the fray” aforeſaid, 
the ſaid Middleton did again apply for the reſumption 
of the jaghire of Rampore ; and, that the objections 
againſt the meaſure being now removed (by the ſepa- 
rate peace with Scindia), he defired to know if the 
Board © would give aſſurances of their ſupport to the 
Vizier, in cafe, which (ſays the Reſident) J think very 
probable, his (the Vizier's) own ftrength ſhould be found 
unequal to the undertaking. 


X. 


That although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did make 
the foregoing application a new charge againſt the Re- 
fident, Middleton, yet the ſaid Haſtings did only cri- 
minate the ſaid Middleton for a propoſal, tending * at 
« ſuch a criſis to increaſe the number of our enemies;“ 
and did in no degree, either in his articles of charge, or 
in his accompanying minutes, expreſs any diſapproba- 
tion whatever of the principle ; that in truth the whole 
proceedings of the ſaid Retident were the natural refulr 


of the treaty of Chunar, That the ſaid proceedings 


were, from time to time, communicated to the ſaid 


Haſtings. That as he no where charges any diſobedi- 


* &S 


*7 Mr, Briſtow's Inſtructions to Major Palmer, 268. 
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ence of orders on Mr. Middleton with reſpe& to Fy- 
zoola Khan, it may be juſtly inferred that the ſaid 
Haſtings did not interfere to check the proceedings of 
the ſaid Middleton on that ſubject; and that by ſuch 
criminal neglect the ſaid Haſtings did make the guilt 
of the ſaid Middleton, whatever it might be, his own. 


Pecuniary Commutation of the ſtipulated 
Aid. 


I. 
Thar on the charges, and for the miſdemeanors 


above ſpecified, together with divers other accuſations, 
the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, in September 
1782, did remove the aforeſaid Middleton from his 
othce of Refident at Oude, and did appoint thereto 
John Briſtow, Eſquire, whom he had twice before, 
without cauſe, recalled from the ſame; and that about 
the ſame time the ſaid Haſtings did believe the mind 
of the Nabob, Fyzoola Khan, to be fo irritated, in con- 
ſequence of the above-recited conduct of the late Re- 
ſident, Middleton, and of his (the ſaid Haſtings's) own 
criminal neglect, that he the ſaid Haſtings found it ne- 
ceflary to write to Fyzoola Khan, aſſuring him “ of 
* the favourable diſpoſition of the Government to- 
* ward him while he ſhall not have forfeited it by any 
„ improper conduct.“ But that the faid aſſurances of 
the Governor General did not tend, as ſoon after ap- 
peared, to raiſe much confidence in the Nabob, over 
whom a public inſtrument of the ſame Haſtings was 
ſtill holding the terrors of a deprivation of his jaghire, 
| Nun and 
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and an exile among his other faithleſs brethren acroſs 
« the Ganges.“ 


II. 


That on the ſubject of Fyzoola Khan, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, in his inſtructions to the new Reſident, Briſtow, 

did leave him to be guided by his own diſcretion; 
but, he adds, „be careful to prevent the Vizier's af- 
« fairs from being involved with new difficulties, 
& while he has already ſo many to oppreſs him;“ 
thereby plainly hinting at ſome mote deciſive mca- 
ſures, whenever the Vizier ſhould be leſs oppreſſed 
with difficulties. | 


III. 


That the Reſident, Briſtow, after acquainting the 
Governor General with his intentions, did, under the 
ſaid inſtructions, renew the aforeſaid claim for a ſum of 
money, but with much caution and circumſpection, 
diſtantly ſounding Allif Khan, the Vackeel, or Envoy, 
of Fyzoola Khan, at the Court of the Vizier. That 
« Allif Khan wrote to his maſter᷑ dn the ſubject, and 
in anſwer he was directed not to agree to the grant- 
t ing of any pecuniary aid **,” 


IV. 


That the Reſident, Briſtow, did thes openly depute 
Major Palmer aforeſaid, with. the concurrence of the 
Vizier, and the approbation of the Governor General, 
to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, at Rampore ; and that the 
ſaid Palmer was to © endeavour to convince the Nabob, 
« that all doubts of his attachment to the Vixier, are 
& ceaſed; and whatever claims may be made on him, are 
founded upon the bajis of his intereſt and advantage, 
© and a plan of eſtabliſhing his right to the poſſeſſion of 
* his jaghire.” That the ſudden ceaſing of the ſaid 
doubts, without any inquiry of the ſlighteſt kind, doth 


65 Mr, Briſtow's Inſtructions to Major Palmer, 28th December 
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warrant a ſtrong preſumption of the Refident's convic- 
tion that they never really exiſted, but were artfully 
feigned, as a pretence for ſome harſh interpoſition ; and 
that the indecent mockery of eſtabliſhing, as a matter 
of favour for a pecuniary conſideration, rights which 
were never impeached but by the treaty of Chunar (an 
inſtrument recorded by Warren, Haſtings himſelf to 
be founded on falſehood and injuſtice) doth power- 
fully prove the true purpoſe and object of all the du- 
plicity, deceit, and double-dealing, with which that 
treaty was projected and executed. 


V. 


That the ſaid Palmer was inſtructed by the Reſident, 
Briſtow, with the ſubſequent approbation of rhe Go- 
vernor General, “to obtain from Fyzoola Khan ay 
«© annual tribute;” to which the Reſident adds: * Tf 
« you can procure from him, over and above this, a peſ- 
« cuſh, or fine, of at leaſt five lacks, it would be render- 
ing an eſſential ſervice to the Vizier, and add 10 the 
e confidence his Excellency would bereafter repoſe in the 
te attachment of the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn.” 


And that the faid Governor General Haſtings did 


give the following extraordinary ground of calculation 


as the baſis of the ſaid Palmer's negotiation for the an- 
nual tribute aforeſaid : 


& Tt was certainly underſtood at the time the treaty 
« was concluded, (of which this ſtipulation was a part,) 
that it applied ſaleſy to cavalry ; as the Nabob Vizier 
poſſeſſing the ſervice of our forces, could not poſſi- 
„ bly require infantry, and leaſt of all ſuch infantry 
* as Fyzoola Cawn could furniſh; and a fingle borſe- 
« man included in the aid which Fyzoola Cawn might fur- 
% niſh, would prove a literal compliance with the ſaid 
& ſlipulation. The number therefore of horſe implied 
by it ought at leaſt to be aſcertained : we ill ſup» 
« poſe five thouſand, and allowing the exigency for their 
« attendance to exiſt only in the proportion of one 

| Nun 2 „ year 
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« year in five, reduce the demand to one thouſand for 
ce the computation of the ſubſidy, which, at the rate 
& of fifty rupees per man, will amount to fifty thouſand 
« per menſem. This may ſerve for the bafis of this 
« article in the negotiation upon it.“ 


VI. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth then continue 
to inſtruct the ſaid Palmer, in the alternative of a re- 
fuſal from Fyzoola Khan. 


If Fyzoola Khan ſhall refuſe to treat for a ſubſidy, 
« and claim the benefit of his original agreement in its 
6 literal expreſhon, be poſſeſſes a right which we cannot 
& diſpute; and it will in that caſe remain only to fix the 
« preciſe number of horſe which he ſhall furniſh, 
« which ought at leaſt to exceed 2, 500.“ 


VII. 


That in the above recited inſtruction, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings doth inſinuate (for he doth not directly 
aſſert) 


1ſt, That we are entitled by treaty to 5,000 troops, 
which he ſays were undoubtedly intended to be all ca- 
valry. 


ad. That the ſaid Haſtings doth then admit, © that” 
a ſingle horſeman, included in the aid, furniſhed by 
Fyzoola Khan, would prove a literal compliance, 


zd. That the faid Haſtings doth next reſort again 
to the ſuppoſition of our right to the whole 5,000 ca- 
valry. 


4th. That the ſaid Haſtings doth afterwards think, 
in the event of an explanation of a treaty, and a ſettle- 
ment of the proportion of cavalry, inſtead of a pecu- 


Letter of Council to Mr, Briſtow, 23d January 1783. 
niary 
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niary commutation, it will be all we can demand, that 
the number ſhould at leaſt exceed 2,500. 


5th. That the ſaid Haſtings doth, in calculating the 
fuppoſed time of their ſervice, aſſume an arbitrary eſti- 
mate of one year of war to four of peace; which, 
however moderate the calculation may appear on the 
average of the ſaid Haſtings's own government, doth 
involve a principle in a confiderable degree repugnant 
to the ſyſtem 7 perfect peace, inculcated in the ſtand- 
ing orders of the Company. 


6th. That in eſtimating the pay of the cavalry to be 
commuted, the ſaid Haſtings doth fix the pay of each 
man at fifty rupees a month; which on 5,000 troops, 
all cavalry, as the ſaid Haſtings ſuppoſes the treaty of 
Lall-Dang to have meant, would amount to an expence 
of thirty lacks a year, or between Zoo, oool. or 
400, oool. And this expence, ſtrictly reſulting, ac- 
cording to the calculations of the ſaid Haſtings, from 
the intention of Sujah ul Dowlah's grant to Fyzoola 
Khan, was defigned to be ſupported out of a jaghire, 
valued at fifteen lacks only, or ſomething more than 
1 50,000]. of yearly revenue, juſt half the amount of 
the expence to be incurred in conſideration of the 
ſaid jaghire, 


And that a baſis of negotiation ſo inconſiſtent, ſo ar- 
bitrary, and fo unjuſt, is contrary. to that uprightneſs 
and integrity, which ſhould mark the tranſactions of a 
great ſtate and is highly derogatory to the honour of 
this nation, 


| VIII. 


That notwithſtanding the ſeeming moderation and 
juſtice of the ſaid Haſtings, in admitting the clear and 
undoubted right of Fyzoola Khan to inſiſt on his 
treaty, the head of inſtruction immediately ſucceeding 
doth afford juſt reaſon for a violent preſumption, that 
ſuch apparent lenity was but policy, to give a colour 
to his conduct; he the ſaid Haſtings, in the very next 


paragraph, 
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paragraph, bringing forth a new engine of oppreſſion, 
as follows: 


«© To demand the ſurrender of all the reiats, or pea- 
«* ſants, of the Nabob Vizier's dominions, to whom 
„ Fyzoola has given protection and ſervice, or an an- 
< nual tribute, in compenſation for the laſs ſuſtained by the 
% Nabob Vizier in his revenue, thus transferred to Hy- 
„ Zoola Cawn. | 


*« You have ſtated the increaſe of his jaghire, occa- 
« ftoned by this act, at the moderate ſum of fifteen 
„ lacks. The tribute ought at leaſt to be one third of that 
©* amount. | 


* We conceive that Fyzoola Khan himſelf may be 
« diſpoſed to yield to the preceding demand, on the 
« additional condition of being allowed to hold his 
* Jands in Ultumgaw, or an inheritable tenure, inſtead 
of his preſent tenure by jaghire, or a tenure for life. 
„This we think the Vizier can have no objection to 
« grant, and we recommend it; but for this a fine or 
« peſeuſh ought to be immediately paid in the cuſloma 
* propertion of the Jumma, eſtimated at thirty lachs“. 


IX. 


That the Refident, Briſtow, (to whom the letter, 
containing Major Palmer's inſtructions, is addreſſed) no 
where attributes the increaſe of Fyzoola Khan's re- 
venues to this protection of the fugitive Reiats, ſubjects 
of the Vizier : That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, 
therefore, not warranted to make that a pretext of ſuch 
a peremptory demand: That as an inducement to 
make Fyzoola Khan agree to the ſaid demand, it is of- 
fered to ſettle his lands upon a tenure, which would 
ſecure them to his children ; but that ſettlement 1s to 
bring with it a new demand of a fine of thirty lacks, or 
Zoo, oool. and upwards : That the principles of the 


$9 Letter of Council to Mr, Briſtow, 23d January 1783, Card 
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faid demand are violent and deſpotic, and the induce- 
ment to acquieſcence deceitful and infidious ; and that 
both the demand and the inducement are derogatory to 


the honour of this nation. 
X. 

That Major Palmer aforeſaid proceeded under theſe 
inſtructions to Rampore, where his journey, ** to ex- 
* tort a ſum of money , was previouſly known, from 
Alliff Khan, vakcel of Fyzoola Khan, at the Vizier's 
court; and that, notwithſtanding the aſſurances of the 
friendly diſpoſition of Government, given by the ſaid 
Haſtings (as is herein related) the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan did expreſs the molt ſerious and deſponding ap- 
prehenfions, both by letter and through his vakeel, to 
the Reſident Briſtow, who repreſents them to Major 
Palmer in the following manner : 


« The Nabob Fyzoola Khan complains of the dif- 
c trefles he has this year ſuffered from the drought. 
« The whole collections have, with great manage- 
« ment, amounted to about twelve lacks of rupces, 
from which ſum he has to ſupport his troops, his 
« family, and ſeveral relations and dependents ot the 
% late Rohilla chiefs. - Fe ſays, it clearly appears to be 
intended to deprive him of his country, as the high de- 
« mand you have made of him is inadmiſſible. Should he 
* have aſſented to it, it would be impoſſible to per- 
* form the conditions, and then his reputation would 
ebe injured by a breach of agreement. Alliff Khan 
„ farther repreſents, that it is his maſter's intention, in 
& caſe the demand ſhould not be religquiſhed by you, firſt ts 
« proceed to Lucknow, where he propoſes having an inter- 
view with the Vizier and the Reſident ; if be ſhould not 
be able to obtain his own terms for a future poſſeſſion of 
&« his jaghire, he will ſet off for Calcutta, in order to pray 
« for juſtice from the honourable the Governor General. 
« He obſerves, it is the cuſtom of the honourable * 


7* Mr. Briſtow's Letter of Inficuttiong, 28th Dec. 
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« Company, when they deprive a chief of his coun- 
ce try, to grant him ſome allowance. This he expects 
« from Mr. Haſtings's bounty; but if he ſhould be diſ- 
« appointed, he will certainly ſet off upon a pilgrimage to 
*© Mecca and Medina, and renounce the cares of the 
« world.” | 


& He directs his vakeel to aſcertain whether the Engliſh 
e intend to deprive him of his country ; for if they do, he 


e is ready to ſurrender it, upon receiving an order 
© from the Reſident.” 


XI. 

That after much negociation, the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, “being fully ſenfible that an engagement to 
«« furniſh military aid, hozwever clearly the conditions might 
« be ſtated, muſt be a ſource of perpetual miſunderſtanding 
and inconveniencies ?*,” did at length agree with Major 
Palmer to give fifteen lacks, or 150,000]. and upwards, 
by four inſtalments, that he might be exempted from 
all future claims of military ſervice : that the ſaid Pal- 
mer repreſents it to be his belief, “ that no perſon not 
„ knozn to poſſeſs your (the ſaid Haſtings's) confidence 
and ſupport in the degree that I am ſuppoſed to do, 
„ would have obtained nearly ſo good terms;“ but 
from what motive“ terms ſo good” were granted, and 
how the confidence and ſupport of the ſaid Haſtings 
did truly operate on the mind of Fyzoola Khan, doth 
appear to be better explained by another paſſage in the 
ſame letter, where the ſaid Palmer congratulates him- 
{elf on the /atisfaFion which he gave to Fyzoola Khan in 
the conduct of this negociation, as he ſpent a month 
in order to effect by argument and perſuaſion, what 
« he could have obtained in an hour by threats and com- 
%% Ppu'frons.” 


74 Letter from Major Palmer, 14th Feb. 1783. 
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Full Vindication of Fyzoola Khan, by 
Major Palmer and Mr, Haſtings. 


I. 


Thar in the courſe of the ſaid negociation for eſta» 
bliſhing the _ of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, Major 
Palmer aforeſaid did communicate to the Refident 
Briſtow ?*, and through the ſaid Refident to the Coun- 
cil General of Bengal, the full and direct denial of the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan to all and every of the char 
made or pretended to be made againſt him, as fol- 
lows ; | 


* Fyzoola Khan perſiſts in denying the infringe- 
© ment on his part of any one article in the treaty, or 
G = neglect of any obligation which it impoſed upon 
* him. | 


«© He does not admit of the improvements reperted to 
« be made in his jaghire, and even aſſerts, that the col- 
& lections this year will fall ſhort of the original jum- 
* ma (or eſtimate) by reaſon of the long drought. 


« He denies having exceeded the limited number 
© of Rohillas in his ſervice ; 


* And having refuſed the required aid of cavalry, 
© made by Johnſon, to act with General Goddard. 


7% 24th Jan. 1783, 
Ooo He 
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« He obſerves, reſpecting the charge of evading the 
&« Vizier's requiſition for the cavalry, lately ſtationed 
cc at Daranagur, to be ſtationed at Lucknow, that he 
« is not bound by treaty to maintain a ſtationary force 
« for the ſervice of the Vizier, but to ſupply an aid of 
4 2000 or 3000 troops in time of war. 


« Laſtly, he aſſerts, that ſo far from encouraging 
tc the ryots (or peaſants) of the Vizier to ſettle in his 
« jaghire, it has been his conſtant practice to deliver 
« them up to the aumil of Rohilcund, whenever he 
&«& could diſcover them.“ ; 


II. 
That in giving his opinions on the aforeſaid denials 
of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, the ſaid Palmer did not 


eontrovert any one of the conſtructions of the treaty 
advanced by the ſaid Nabob. 


That although the ſaid Palmer, * from general ap- 
« pearances as well as univerſal report, did not doubt 
& that the jumnia of the jaghire is greatly increaſed,” 
yet he, the ſaid Palmer, did not intimate that it was 
increaſed in any degree near the amount reported, as it 
was drawn out in a regular eſtimate, tranſmitted to the 
ſaid Palmer expreſſly for the purpoſes of his negocia- 

tion; which was; of courſe, b him produced to 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, and to which ſpecifically 


the denial of Fyzoola Khan muſt be underſtood to 
apply. 
That the ſaid Palmer did not hint any doubt of the 


deficiency affirmed by Fyzoola Khan in the collections 
for the current year ; and, 


That if any increaſe of jumma did truly exiſt, what- 
ever it may have been, the ſaid Palmer did acknow- 


73 Mr, Briſtow's Letter of Inſtructions, 28th Dec. 1782. 
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ledge it“ to have been ſolemnly relinquiſhed (in a 
„private agreement) by the Vizier.“ 


That although the ſaid Palmer did ſuppoſe the 
number of Rohillas (employed © ip ordinary occupa- 
tions) in Rampore alone, to exceed that limited by 
ce the treaty, for his (Fyzoola Khan's ſervice ;” yet 
the ſaid Palmer did by no means imply that the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan maintained in his ſervice a ſingle man more 
than was allowed by treaty ; and by a particular and 
minute account of the troops of Fyzoola Khan, tranſ- 
mitted by the Refident Briſtow to the ſaid Palmer, the 
number was ſtated but at 5840, probably includin 
officers, who were not underſtood to — 


in the treaty. ä 


That the ſaid Palmer did farther admit it “ 7% be 
« not clearly expreſſed in the treaty, whether the reſtric- 
tion included Rohillas of all deſcriptions ;”” but at 
any rate, he adds, ** it does not appear that their num- 
cc ber is formidable; or that he (Fyzoola Khan) could 
% any means ſubſiſt ſuch numbers as could cauſe any ſe- 
« rious alarm to the Vizier ; neither is there any ap- 
«« pearance of their entertaining any views beyond the 
'66 _ poſſeſſion of the advantages which they at pre- 
6 ſent enjoy,” | 


And that in a ſubſequent letter, in which the ſaid 
Palmer thought it prudent “ to vindicate himſelf from 
0 any poſſible inſinuation that he meant to ſacrifice the 
«« Vizier's intereſt,” he, the ſaid Palmer, did poſitive - 
ly atteſt the new claim on Fyzoola Khan for the pro- 
tection of the Vizier's ryots to be wholly without foun- 
dation; as the Nabob Fyzoola Khan „ had proved to 
* him (Palmer) by producing receipts of various 
« dates, and for great numbers of theſe people ſur- 
* rendered upon requiſition from the Vizier's officers.” 


That, over and above the aforeſaid complete refuta- 
tion of the charges and pretexts under which exactions 
Oooz had 
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had been practiſed, or attempted to be practiſed, on 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, the ſaid Palmer did farther, 
condemn, altogether, the principle of calculation aſ- 
ſumed in ſuch exactions (even if they had been founded 
in juſtice) by the following explanation of the nature 
of the tenure, by which, under the treaty. of Lall- 
Dang, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan held his poſſeſſions 
as Ce, | | 


4 There are no precedents in the ancient uſage of 
c the country ior aſcertaining the nuzzerana — — 
c ary preſent) or peeſchuſh (regular fine) of grants of 
«*« this nature: they were beſtowed by the prince as re- 
ce wards or favours; and the accuſtomary preſent in 
< return was adapted to the dignity of the donor, ra- 
c ther than to the value of the gift; to which it never, 
« [ believe, bore any kind of proportion.” 


IV. 


That a ſum of money ( which of courſe was to be 
& received by the Company?*”) being now obtained, 
and the Interefts both of the Company and the Vizier" 
being thus much better promoted” by © eftabliſhing 
ce the rights” of Fyzoola Khan, than they could have 
been by “ depriving him of his independency* *;” when 
every undue influence of ſecret and criminal purpoſes 
was removed from the mind of the Governor General, 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
alſo concur with his friend and agent, Major Palmer, 
in the vindication of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, and in 
the moſt ample manner. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did now clearly 
and explicitly underſtand the clauſes of the treaty ; 
„That Fyzoola Khan ſhould ſend 7wo or three (and 


74 Letter to Directors, 10th March 1783. 
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tc not five) thouſand men, or attend in perſon, in caſo 


eit was reguiſite 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did now confeſs, 
that the right of the Vizier, under the treaty, was at 
beſt but a precarious and unſerviceable right ; and that 
« he thought fifteen lacks, or 1 50, oool. and upwards, 
« an ample equivalent” (or, according to the expreſ- 
ſion of Major Palmer, an excellent bargain) as in truth 
it was, “for expunging an article of ſuch a tenor, 
& and ſo looſely worded.” And finally, that the ſaid 
Haſtings did give the following deſcription of the ge- 
neral 3 diſpoſition, and circumſtances of the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan: 


* The rumours which had been ſpread of his hoſ- 
ce tile deſigns againſt the Vizier were totally ground- 
« leſs; and if he had been inclined, he had not the 
« means to make himſelf formidable; on the contrary, 
„ being in the decline of life, and poſſeſſiag a very 
« fertile and proſperous jaghire, it is more natural to 
«« ſuppoſe, that Fyzoola Khan wiſhes to ſpend the re- 
% mainder of his days in quietneſs, than that he is 
«© preparing to embark in ative and offenſive ſccnes, 
+ which muſt end in his own deſtruction.” | 


V. 


Yet that, notwithſtanding this virtual and implied 
crimination of his whole conduct toward the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan, and after all the aforeſaid acts, ſyſte- 
matically proſecuted, in open violation of a poſitive 
treaty, againſt a prince who had an hereditary right to 
more than he actually poſſeſſed; for whoſe protection 
the faith of the Company and the nation was repeatedly 
pledged, and who had deſerved and obtained the public 
th of the Britiſh Government, when, in alluſion 


75 Letter wv Directors, 20th March, and 8th April, 1783. 
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to certain of the ſaid acts, the Court of Directors had 
expreſſed to the ſaid Haſtings, their wiſhes, “to be 
« conſidered rather as the guardians of the honour and 
ce property of the native powers, than as the inſtru- 
4 ments of 3 * he, the ſaid Haſtings, in re- 
Ply to the ſaid Directors, his maſters, did conclude 
is official account of the final ſettlement with Fyzoola 
Khan, with the following indecent, becauſe unjuſt, 
exultation: 


4 Such are the meaſures which we ſhall ever wiſh to 


4 obſerve towards our allies or dependents upon our 


te frontiers.” | 


8 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Printed for J. DzBRETT, oppoſite Burlington 
| Houſe, Piccadilly. | 


OBSERVATIONS on the COMMUTATION RO. 
JECT; with an Appendix : Containing ſome intereſting Ta- 
bles. By TRoMas BATES Rovs, Eſq, | / 

ARTICLES of CHARGE of HIGH CRIMES and 
MISDEMEANORS againſt WARREN HASTINGS, Eſq. 
late Governor General of Bengal: preſented to the Housz 
of ComMoNs upon the 4th and 12th of April, 2786, by the 
Right Honourable EDMUND BURKE. | 

A MAP of BENGAL, BAHAR, OUDE, and ALL- 
HABAD, with Part of AGRA and DELHI; by James 
RENNELL, F. R. 8. Price 78. 6d. 6 

TRANSACTIONS in INDIA, from the Commencement 
of the French War in 1756, to the Concluſion of the late 
Peace in 1783 ; containing a HISTORY of the BRITISH IN- 
TERESTS in INDOSTAN, during a period of near thirty years; 
diſtinguiſhed by two Wars with France, ſeveral Revolutions 
and Treaties of Alliance, the Acquiſition of an extenſive 
Territory, and the Adminiſtration of Governor Haſtings ; 
elegantly printed in one volume octavo. 

Mr. HASTINGS's NARRATIVE of the INSURREC- 
TION at BENARIS, Auguſt 1781, and of the TRANS“ 
ACTIONS of the Governor General in that Diſtrict; with 
an APPENDIX of AUTHENTIC PAPERS and AFFIDAVITS, 
CALCUTTA : Printed by Order of the Governor General. 

An ESSAY on the ACTUAL RESOURCES for RE- 
ESTABLISHING the FINANCES of GREAT BRI- 
TAIN; by GeorGE CRAVFURD, Eſq. 

The REPORT from the SELECT COMMITTEE, to 
whom it was referred to examine and tate the ſeveral Ac- 
counts, and other Papers, preſented to the Houſe in this Seſſion 
of Parliament, relating to the Public Income and Expenditure : 
And alſo, to report to the Houſe what may be expected to be 
the Annual Amount of the ſaid Income and Expenditure in 
future. March 21, 1786. | 
This important Report contains an authentic ſtatement 
of every part of the Britiſh Revenue; with documents and 
vouchers for every department and office; and includes the 
Appendix complere. 

| Two LETTERS addreſſed to the Right Honourable WIL- 
LIAM PITT, for obtaining an Equal Syſtem of Taxation, 
and for Reducing the National Debt; by P. BarFoor, Eſq. 
The COMMERCIAL ahd POLITICAL ATLAS; re- 
preſenting, by Means of $TAINED CoPPER-PLATE, Charts, 
the Exports, Imports, and general Prade of England, at a 
fingle View, from 1760 to 1982; by WILLIAM PLAYFAIR. 
The HEIRESS; a Cousov. By Lieutenant-General 
Jan BURGOYNE, as performed at the Theatre Royal, 
Drury Lane. The $th Edition, Price 18. 6d. 
A SHORT 


_— — 


9, — 


BOOKS PRINTED FOR J]. DEBRETT. 


A SHORT ADDRESS to the PUBLIC: Containing 
ſome Thoughts how the National Debt may be reduced, 
and all Home Taxes, including Land Tax, aboliſhed. By 
WilLtavt Lord NEWHAVEN. Price 15, 

OBSERVATIONS on the RyyorT of the Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons, appointed to inquire into the State of 
the Britiſh Fiſhery. By RoBexT FALL, Eſq. Price 25. 

The SPEECH of GEORGE DALLAS, Eſq. Member 
of the Committee appointed by the Britiſh Inhabitants reſid- 
Ing in Bengal, for the Purpoſe of preparing Petitions to His 
Majeſty, and both Houſes of Parliament, praying Redreſs 
again Mr. Pitt's Eaſt-India bill, as delivered by him at a 
Meeting held at the Theatre, in Calcutta, on the 25th of 
July, 1785. A new Edition, with Additions, Prige 18. 6d, 

MEMOIRS of the Baron DER Torr, on the Turks 
and the Tartars, tranſlated from the French, by an Engliſh 
Gentleman at Paris, under the IMMEDIATE INSPECTION 
of the BARON. In 2 vols. Price 10s. in Boards. 

The PARLLAMENTARY REGISTER} containing an 
accurate, full, and impartial Account of the Debates of the 
laſt Seſſion, collated with the Notes and Papers of ſeveral 
Gentlemen, who have very obligingly communicated the ſame, 
In two large Volumes, half bound and lettered. 

The NEW FOUNDLING HOSPITAL FOR WIT : 
Being a Collection of fugitive Pieces in Proſe and Verſe, 


not in any other Collection. A new Edition, conſiderably 


improved and enlarged; in which are inferted ſeveral cu- 
rious Pieces, by Lady Craven, the Marquis of Carmarthen, 
the Earls of Carliſle, Charlemont, Nugent, Buchan, Cheſ- 
terfield, Chatham, De la War; the Lords Townſhend, Pal- 
merſton, Mulgrave, Holland, Lyttelton, Harvey; the Right 
Hon. C. J. Fox, Right Hon, Col. Fitzpatrick, Right Hon. 
C. Vork; Counteſs Temple, Lady M. W. Montague, Mrs. 
Greville, Miſs Carter, Mrs. Lenox; the Hon, H, Wal- 
pole, and T. Luttrell; Sir W. Draper, Sir J. Moore, Sir 


W. Jones, Sir W. Voung, Sir Charles Hanbury Williams; 


J. Wilkes, D. Garrick, R. B. Sheridan, R. Tickell, G. 
Ellis, J. Courtenay, J. S. Hall, Caleb Whitefoord, G. Col - 
man, R. Cumberland, C. Anſtey, W. Hayley, S8. Jenyns, 
B. Thornton, Eſqrs.; Doctors B. Franklin, Armſtrong, 
Beattic; Capt. E. Thomſon, &c. &c. &c. together with ſeve · 
ral Pieces, now firſt printed from the Authors“ Manuſcripts, 
The Whole carefully reviſed, arranged, and correfted, in Six 
Volumes. Price 188. ſewed. 

OBSERVATIONS on the MANUFACTURES, TRADE, 
nd PRESENT STATE of IRELAND. By JOHN LORD 
SHEFFIELD. Third Edition. Price 75s. in Boards. 

$*$ This Work includes the important Queſtion relative 
to the opening the PORTS of GREAT BRITAIN to the 
MANUFACTURES of IRELAND, and alſo to the CO- 
LONIAL and FOREIGN Produce from that Kingdom, 


